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CH  A  R  LES  the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God  ,  King  of 
EntlMd ,  Scotland ,  France  and  Jre/W ,  Defender  of  the  . 
Faith  di-c.  To  all  to  whom  thefe  Prefents  (hall  come,  Greet- 
S  \Vhereas  JOHANNES  SEGERVS  JVEWENFELV 
Gem.  hath  by  his  humble  Petition  represented  unto  us.  That  with 
much  Study,  and  great  Expence  he  hath  compofed  a  Tiad  De  Se- 
cretis  Adept  or  um,  which  he  is  defirous  to  Print  in  Oui  Dominions, 
and  hath  therefore  humbly  befought  us  to  grant  unto  him  Our  Royal 
Licence  and  Priviledge  for  the  foie  Printing  and  Publiflung  thereof  . 
We  have  received  good  Teftimony  of  the  Ufefulnefs  of  the  faid 
TraCt,  and  being  willing  to  give  all  fitting  Encouragement  to  fuch 
commendable  Works;  have  thought  fit -to  condefcend  to  that  his 
Requeft  ;  and  We  do  accordingly  hereby  grant  Oui  Royal  Licence 
and  Priviledge  unto  him  the  laid  JOHANNES  SEGER  VS 
WE  1T>  ENF ELD .  his  Executors.,  Adminiftrators  and  Auigns5  ior5 
and  during  the  fpace  of  fourteen  Years,  to  be  computed  from  the  day 
of  the  fiift  letting  forth  of  the  lame:  And  Our  Royal  Will  and 
Pleafure  is,  and  We  do  hereby  Require  and  Command^  !  hat  du¬ 
ring  the  laid  Term  of  Fourteen  Years.,  no  Printer,  Puo.i  er  ,  or 
other  Perfon  whatfoever,  being  our  Subjeds,  do  prefume  to  Imp?  in t, 
orcaufeto  be  Imprinted  without  the  Knowledge  and  Content  of  him 
Se  laid  JOHANNES  SEGERVS  1VEWENEELV ,  his 
Executors,  Adminiftrators,  or  Affigns,  the  afoiefaid  Fact,  01  any 
Part  thereof,  or  to  fell  the  fame,  or  to  import  into  our  Kingdom  oi 
Eng/and  any  Copies  thereof.  Imprinted  m  any  Parts  beyond  the  Seas, 
upon  pain  of  the  Lois  and  Forfeiture  of  all  Copies  fo  Imprinted, 
Sold  or  Imported  ,  contrary  to  the  Tenor  of  this  Our  Royal  Li¬ 
cence  and  of  fuch  other  Penalties  as  the  Laws  and  Statutes  of  this 
Our  ’Realm  will  inflict:  And  of  this  Out  Pleaaire,  the  Matter, 
Wardens  and  Affiftant;  of  the  Company  of  Stationers,  are  to  take 
■Notice  that  the  lam;  may  be  Entred  in  their  Regiitcr,  and  due 
Obedience  be  yielded  thereunto.  Given  at  Our  Court  at  Wind  for  , 
the  Si  Day  o!  Am).  1684.  in  the  Six  and  Thirtieth  Year  of  Our. 

Reign. 

By  Bis  Majefties  Command.. 


SUNDERLAND. 


FOUR  BOOKS 

,  OF 

Johannes  segervs  weidenfelo. 

Concerning  the 
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SECRETS  of  the  ADEPTS 
Of  the  Ufe  of  Ddl/s 

Spirit  of  TOlttie; 

A  PRACTICAL  WORK, 

With  very  great  Study  Collefted  out  of  the  Ancient  as  well 

as  Modern  FATHERS  of 

adept  philosophy. 

Reconciled  together, 

B  Y  . 

Comparing  them  one  with  another,  otherwife  difagreeing^and 
in  the  neweft  Method  fo  aptly  digdted,  that  even  young  Pra&i- 
-  tioners  may  be  able  to  difcern  the  Counterfeit  or  Sophiftical  Pre¬ 
parations  of  Animals ,  Vegetables  and  Minerals ,  whether  for  Medi¬ 
cines  or  Metals,  from  True ;  and  io  avoid  Vagabond  Impoftors, 
and  Imaginary  Precedes,  together  with  the  Ruine  of  Eftates. 


ISAACUS  HOLLANDUS. 

z.Oper.  Miner.  Cap.  3.  Pag.  420.  Vol.  3 .  Theatr.  Chym. 

I  difeours’d  vou  Plainly,  ufing  no  Allegories ;  fhould  I  tell  you  of  Selbach,  KaMmy 
Manetti  and  of  a  red  Matter,  or  of  the  Sky-coloured  Mustek,  IlDbitr ,  and  Ca/fa- 
ria  or’ the  like,  you  would  not  eafily  apprehend  me;  but  I  have  opened  you  the 
way,  and  removed  every  Obftacle,.  that  you  may  not  err. 

London,  Printed  by  Will.  Bonny ,  for  Tbo.  ip  George -lard 

in  Lombard-Street ,  M  t)  C  LXXXV . 
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acrum. 


(  pborum 

QUod  nemo  eft  aufius  citlor ,  quod  nemo  So  - 
P neftitit,  in  c  alamo  claret  in  orbe  tuo 
Hackenm  in  fop  hick  fparfim  tumulata  tenebrk 
Ars  jacuit ,  dubik  inveter  ata  ftrophk. 

Tabula  nafutis ;  avidifq -,  Tarantula  ftultk ; 

Oedipus  ignark  &  Labyrintbus  avk. 

Hie  afinum  fingebat  equumynox  certior  alter 
-  Tone  aures  leporem  fetenuifje  putat. 

Sic  inbiansEapidi,Eapidk  vicevolvere  fiaxum 
Conatur  cbymici  neftcia  turba  gregk. 

Hoc  quantum  tua  nunc  removendo  induftna 
Contribuat,fopbue judicat  ipfe  tyro ,  (faxo 

Semifopbiq ;  tuos  pfallent  fine  fraude  lab  ores, 
Veri  candork  propria  figna  tui. 

Et  ciniftona  coborsyxfpes,  proftrata,refumptk 
Vinous,  antiquum  {matte !  )  fubibit  onus. 

Ne  vero  fine-re  fits  infehcior  ipfis. 

Verge  labor antem  continuare  manum, 
Varticipefqi  Sacro  digitus  carbone  not  are, 

1 It  vide  ant  fibi  Te  redden  nolle  pare m. 

■  ■  v  '  '  6)h 


Afpirante  Dei  coneiliabit  ope. 
Pojterap;  emeritus  cantabit  natio  latides 
Et  referee  grates  ubere  dote  pias. 


Sic  Amico  fuo  cecinit 

ALBERTVS  OT HO  FABER , 

Reg*  Maf  Britannic#  Med.  Or  dinar* 


v 
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To  the  Right  Honourable 

ROBERT  BOYLE, 

V  .  .  *  .  .  >  .  v  \  . 

A  CHIEF  MEMBER  OF  THE 

royal  society 

Long  Life  and  - Health . 

H — S  H  E  Areanms  of  Tar  ace  l fas  be™ 
■  ing  applauded  by  many  men 
M  with  fo  many  and  fuch  am¬ 
ple  Encomiums ,  yet  not  enough,  incited 
me  Ten  Years  fince,  fir  ft  to  under¬ 
take  the  confulting  of  Earacelfm  him- 
felf  about  his  Medicines.  Two  Years 
thereof  had  elapfed,  in  which  I  turn¬ 
ed  over  his  Books  day  and  night, 
with  an  indefatigable  and  invincible 
Mind,  yet  with  unequal  Succefs,and 
fcarce  any  Benefit  at  all :  For  in  the 
Books  of  P  aracelfm,  befides  the  ufual 
way  of  concealing  Secrets,  common 

'  ;  '  tO 


r  i 

to  the  Adepts,  I  found  another  much 
greater  difficulty  withal,  yet  lels  fre¬ 
quented  by  the  Adepts Idaracelfm,  as 
Corrector  of  the  Adepts,  having  pro¬ 
pos’d  to  himfelf  therein,  the  inltru6t- 
ing  of  not  only  raw  initiated  Scho¬ 
lars,  but  even  expert  Matters  of  the 
more  fecret  Chymy,  and  for  this  realon 
he  abbreviates  his  Receipts  with 
wonderful  Accurtations,  Learned  in¬ 
deed  to  the  Learned,  but  to  us  feem 
as  lame  and  imperfebt  ;  and  belides, 
they  are  lb  difguifed  with  moft  in¬ 
tricate  Terms  of  the  true  Vhilofophical 
Chymy, as  to  illude  not  only  lhallow,but 
profound  Capacities :  Which  Im- 
poffibility  ( I  had  almoft  Laid )  of  un- 
derftanding,  Paracelfus  aggravates,  by 
intermixing  Common  with  Secret 
Receipts  i  which  is  not  for  a  Scho¬ 
lar,  but  a  moft  experienced  Matter 
to  diftinguifh. 

But  of  thefe  Difficulties,  the  firft 
and  greateft  Obftacle  withal,  was  my 
own  unhappy  preconception  of  fome 

certain 
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Alkabeft :  For  being  now  out  of  the 
hope  of  attaining  to  the  preparation 
of  this  Liquor  by  other  mens  Books, 
as  well  as  Yaracelfus  his  own  De  Viritus 
Membrorum ,  I  betook  my  felf  to  other 
places,  treating  of  the  Circulatum  mi - 
nw,mdSpecificmcorrofivm  (as  fvnoni- 
mous  Terms  of  the  Alkabejl  with  l'ome 
men )  to  which  I  added  the  Aqua  or 
Oleum  Sails,  Aqua  Come  dens.  Aqua  Kegis, 
Circulatum  rnajm,  and  one  after  another, 
being  perfwaded  that  fome  one  only 
univerfal  Menflruum  was  intended  by 
all,  that  I  might  find  the  Method  of 
preparing  this  Liquor  in  all  places 
compared  together ,  which  I  could 
not  in  each  feverally ;  but  at  length 
defpairing ,  and  being  overcome  by 
the  manifold  and  almoft  incredible, 
yet  unfuccefsful  pains  I  took ,  I  re- 
folved  to  decline  Chjmy  and  Medicine, 
as  Arts  too  deep  for  my  underftand- 
s  ing :  When  behold !  on  a  fudden  the 
Eyes  of  my  Mind  were  opened,  and  I 
faw  all  thele  things  differ,  not  in  name 
only,  but  alfo  in  matter,  preparation 

a  and 
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and  ufe  ,•  fo  inftead  of  one  Liquor  Al~ 
kaheft,  which  I  fought  for,  I  found  in 
Paracelfm  many  Men jlr urns ,  with  the 
feveral  Ufes  of  them  all  in  Medicine ; 
now  knew  I  how  to  prepare,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  faraceifm  ,  diftinguilh 
things  into  EJfences,  Magifieries,  Afirnms, 
Arcanms,  ana  thole  which  he  calls  the 
lefs  Medicines',  fo  that  which  was  in 
Varacelfus  mod:  difficult  to  be  under- 
ftood  by  others,  became  more  clear 
to  me  thafh  any  thing  elfe ;  and  fo  I 
obtained  the  End  looner  than  the 
Beginning  :  Yet  the  joy  from  thence 
accrewing,  fell  fhorter  than  expecta¬ 
tion  ;  for  having  tried  feveral  Expe¬ 
riments  in  vain,  I  came  to  underftand 
that  thele  Menftrmms  of  Varacelfus  con¬ 
tained  fbmething  abftrule  and  un¬ 
known,  to  be  underftood,  not  in  the 
lead:  according  to  the  Letter :  where¬ 
upon,  examining  them  more  exactly, 
and  comparing  their  Qualities  with 
the  Nature  of  the  Liquor  Alkabefi,  I 
found  avail  difference  Between  it  and 
them  i  for  it  is  laid ,  There  is  one  Li_ 

quor 
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quor  Alkabeft,  and  that  univerfal  ;  but 
many  are  the  Menftrmms  of  Paracel/us , 
that  indeftru&ible,  that  deftru6tible j 
that  not  mixing  with  Bodies,  thele 
abiding  with  them,*  that  preferves 
the  Virtues  of  things,  thefe  alter 
them  j  that  afcends  after  the  Elfences 
of  things  in  defoliation,  thefe  before 
their  diifolutions,  6  c.  I  was  at  a  Hand 
fometime  which  part  to  take ;  one 
while  I  wiih’d  for  one  indeftru&ible 
Liquor,  rather  than  many  deftru6ti- 
ble  Menfirmms ,  fuppofing  that  one 
better  than  many ;  another  while 
changing  my  Mind ,  1  defired  the 
Menftrams,  as  l'ufficient  for  many  LJles 

I  knew  before.  . 

Truth  overcame  at  length, enabling 
me  now  to  demonftrate  the  moft,  if 
not  all  the  Medicines  of  Paracelfm  in 
Guido  and  Bafikm :  On  the  contrary,  I 
perceived,  the  Axccintiwis  of  P (iv(iccl\u&  y 
( commonly  fo  called )  as  prepared  by 
that  Liquor  Alkabeft,  or  the  like,  to 
be  more  and  more  different,  yea  con¬ 
trary  to  the  Authentick  *.  therefore 
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as  to  the  Preparation  of  Medicines,  I 
began  to  abftain,  yea  defifted  from 
further  enquiring  into  the  obfcure 
Matter,  Preparation  and  Ufe  of  that 
Liquor  Alkabeft,  namely ,  that  which 
I  find  defcribed  in  one  place  of  Pa. 
racelfus  as  a  Medicine ,  but  not  in  the 
leali  as  a  Menfiruum :  W  hich  Obftacle 
being  removed,  I  found  an  eafie  way 
from  Paracelfus  to  Lully ,  Bafilm ,  and 
other  Philofophers  of  the  fame  Fa¬ 
culty  ,  who  I  faw  agreed  all  unanL 
moufly  in  confirmation  of  the  Para, 
e  elf  an  Menfruums-,  yea  Light  adding 
Light  to  Light,  appeared  lb  clear, that 
their  preparation,  variety,  fimple  and 
literal  fenfe  fhewed  themlelves  all  at 
once,  one  only  Word  remaining  un¬ 
known,  yet  exprefiing  the  univerfal 
Balis  of  all  the  Adepts ,  and  that  is 
Spirit  of  Wine,  not  Common,  but  Philo, 
fophical ;  which  being  known  and  ob¬ 
tained,  the  greateft  P  hilofopbical ,  Me¬ 
dicinal,  Ale  by  mi  cal,  and  Magical  My- 
fteries  of  the  more  lecret  Chymy,  will 
be  in  the  power  of  the  Polleflor.  In 

no 
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no  Books  of  the  Adepts ,  hitherto 
known  of  me,  have  I  found  any  thing 
rare,  that  owes  not  its  original  Being 
to  this  Spirit  j  fo  that  1  dare  affirm, 
that  whatioever  Chymical  Spirits  lower 
and  higher,  fixed  and  volatile,  are  a- 
ble  to  do ,  the  very  fame ,  and  more 
will  this  our  Spirit  perform  :  This  it 
was  that  moved  me  to  employ  all  my 
Study  and  Endeavours,  turning  over 
every  Stone  in  cjueft  of  the  Spirit  of 
this  Wine,  and  continually  ruminating 
upon  thofe  abftrufe ,  and  varioufly 
difguis  d  Terms  whereby  they  cloud¬ 
ed  it,  as  the  Key  of  all  Philofophy , 
behold  the  Fame  of  your  great  Name 
welcom’d  me  to  Wilde,  the  Metropolis 
of  Lithuania  i  andobferving  that  You 
in  expounding  Natural  T  hi  la  fop  by,  ab- 
ft ained  from  all  manner  of  Intricacy , 
and  as  the  firft  and  only  P  erlon  in¬ 
deed  ufing  a  plain  and  candid  Series 
of  Words  in  applying  common  Ex¬ 
amples  of  Vulgar  Cbymiftry ,  I  rejoyced 
with  my  felf,  thinking.  What  could 
not  this  great  man  do,  if  Mafter  of 
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the  more  iecret  Chymy  ?  I  refolved 
with  myfelf  therefore  to  take  a  Jour¬ 
ney  into  England,  for  your  fake  alone, 
that  I  might  confer  with  you  about 
the  Men^tr kirn's  as  well  as  Medicines ,  and 
other  Secrets  of  Earacelfhs ;  from  whom 
alfo  I  promifed  to  my  felf  very  great 
Affiftance  in  fome  other  things  not 
yet  known :  Nor  indeed  has  my  hope 
deceived  me ;  for  belides  the  eaiie 
admiffion,  common  to  all  Strangers 
and  Foreigners,  you  have  been  pleas’d 
to  vouchlafe  me  a  more  free  Accefs, 
received  me  courteouily ,  and  com¬ 
mended  my  Studies,  and  thereby 
rais’d  my  Mind  to  greater  Things : 
Which  Favours  do  oblige  me  to 
Dedicate  this  part  of  my  Studies 
to  you  your  lelf;  Earneftly  and 
Humbly  befeeching  you  kindly  to 
accept  it,  and  continue  your  Love 
and  Friendly  Countenance  to  him 
that  is  and  ever  will  be 

Tour  Honour's 

Moft  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  s.w. 


TO  THE 


OF  THE  MORE 


Secret 


UNder  Heaven  is  not  fuch  an  Art,  more 
promoting  the  honour  of  God,  more  con¬ 
ducing  to  Mankind,  and  more  narrow  y 
fearching  into  the  moft  profound  Secrets  of  Na¬ 
ture,  than  is  our  true  and  more  than  laudable  Chymy. 
This  is  it  which  (hews  the  Clemency,  Wifdom,  and 
Omnipotence  of  the  Creator  in  t  ie  reatures  5 
which  teacheth  not  only  Speculation,  but  alto 
Practice  and  Demonftration,  the  Beginning,  Pro- 
grefs,  and  end  of  things  3  which  reftoreth  our  Bo¬ 
dies  from  infinite  Difeafes ,  as  by  common  means 

intolerable  to  pnftine  health,  and  d‘ver1t.s.ou1r,M/^ 
from  the  Cares  and  Anxieties  of  the  or  ( 
Thorns  and  Bryars  of  our  Souls  )  to  Tranquility 
of  Life,  from  Pride  to  Humility,  from  the  Lov 
and  Defire  of  worldly  Wealth  to  the  Contempt 
thereof:  And  in  a  word,  which  raifeth  us  from 

earth  to  heaven  3  Yet  for  all  that  may  we  ay  01 
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with  the  fame  truth,  that  amongft  all  the  Arts, 
which  have  yielded  any  benefit  or  profit  to  the 
World,  there  is  none,  by  which  lefs  honour  has 
hitherto  accrued  to  God  Almighty,  and  lefs  utility 
to  mankind  3  for  left  a  Science  of  fo  great  dignity 
anid  utility  fhould  be  too  common,  or  ill  managed 
by  the  ignorant  and  impious,  the  prudent  Poffeflors 
of  the  fame  made  it  their  bufinefs  fo  to  defcribe  it, 
as  to  make  it  known  to  their  Difciples  only,  but 
exclude  unworthy  altogether  from  it :  But  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  the  Adepts  arriving  to  a  greater  per¬ 
fection  of  Knowledge  and  Experience  ,  invented 
fometimes  one,  fometimes  another  Ihorter  Me¬ 
thod  in  their  Work,  altering  Fornaces,  Fires,  Vcf- 
fels,  Weights,  yea ,  and  the  Matter  it  felf 3  who 
being  thereby  alfo  conftraind  to  make  new  Theo¬ 
ries  and  Terms  of  Art,  according  to  the  new  in¬ 
vented  Practice,  it  happened,  that  the  Scholar  of 
one  Adept  underftood  net  the  new  Theory,  much 
lefs  the  practice  of  another  5  which  alfo  fometimes 
happened  to  the  Adepts  themfelves,  thofe  Specially, 
which  were  under  the  document  of  fome  certain 
Patron  in  fome  particular  Method  and  Procefs ; 
for  they  had  not  the  power  of  difeerning  further 
than  they  had  learnt  3  whereupon  they  commonly 
fufpeCted  all  the  Notions  of  other  men,  especially 
thofe  that  differed  from  theirs,  though  in  them¬ 
felves  good  and  right,  as  fallacious  and  contrary 
to  Nature,  or  applied  other  mens  Theories,  Sen¬ 
tences,  and  Terms  of  Art  unknown  to  themfelves, 
to  their  own  private  Procefs,  with  which  they  were 

clO 


acquainted,  as  I  (hall  by  many  Examples  elfewhere 
declare  5  by  which  very  thing  they  involved  this 
Art  in  fuch  a  Chaos  of  obfcurity,  that  hitherto 
neither  Matters  nor  Scholars  have  fcarce  had  the 
power  of  communicating  any  benefit  to  the  learn¬ 
ed  World. 

It  is  to  be  wondred  at,  but  rather  lamented,  to 
fee  fuch  imperfedt  Philofophical  Svftems ,  as  have 
been  hitherto  bequeathed  to  us  by  the  Matters  of 
this  Art,  not  feldom  contradicting  both  Nature 
and  themfelves,  whereas  the  Miracles  of  Nature 
might  by  virtue  of  this  Art  have  been  truly  and 
plainly  without  any  convulfion  or  contraction  of 
words  expreffed;  in  which  refpedt  1  dare,  with 
Philofophical  Licence  here  affirm,  that  mott  of 
the  Adepts  have  by  their  Writings  declared  them- 
fplves  to  the  World  better  Chyjnifts  than  Pbilofo- 
phers. 

For  what  I  pray  could  they  have  better  done  in 
Medicine ,  than  to  have  applied  themfelves  to  this 
Subject,  imitating  the  diligence  and  induftry  of 
Paraceljus  ?  But  alas !  amongft  all,  I  find  perhaps 
three  or  four,  who  have  been  careful  and  cordial 
herein  5  and  therefore  the  lefs  to  be  admired,  that 
this  noble  and  necdfary  Art,  has  made  no  greater 
progrefs,  witnefs  Common  Chy  miftry,  where  the 
names  of  famous  Medicines  are  noifed  about,  them¬ 
felves  being  unknown,  and  Shells  given  for  Ker¬ 
nels. 

Lately  indeed  we  had  not  only  hope ,  but  pro- 
mifes  alfo  from  the  Rofy-Crucian  Fraternity,  as  if 

’  b  they 


they  had  a  mind  to  make  this  our  Age  more  happy 
by  their  Studies  5  but  no  effect  being  hitherto 
heard  of,  we  cannot  but  fear,  their  fair  promifes 
will  never  be  performed.  ■  ~  ' 

On  the  contrary,  Experience  teacheth,  that  in- 
ffead  of  an  universal  good  derived  from  the  Foun¬ 
tain  of  this  Art,  the  World  hath  rather  been  in¬ 
volved  by  it  in  great  and  many  Miferies :  for  the 
Adepts  affirming,  yea  more  than  often  with  oaths 
confirming ,  that  they  in  their  Writings  treated 
more  clearly  and  truly  of  the  Art,  than  any  other 
Philofophers,  have  thereby  inftigated  many  youn°- 
Novices  of  all  Degrees  and  Faculties,  to  begin  their 
y  ; .  _  _  abours  accordin  g  to  the  Method  of 

their  Prefcriptions,  expofing  themfelves  not  only 
to  intolerable  Expences,  but  alfo  being  as  it  were 
obffinate  in  a  certain  confidence  of  their  under- 
ftanding  the  Authors  genuine  meaning,  do  rather 
die  among!!  the  Coals  and  Fornaces,  than  recede 
from  their  Imaginations,  once  imprinted  in  them 
for  true :  Whereupon  fome  of  the  more  Learned 
Inquirers  ruminating  with  themfelves,  -how  rarely, 
and  with  what  great  difficulty  fome  of  the  Adepts 
attained  to  the  Art  by  the  reading  of  Books  only, 
thought  it  a  point  of  Prudence  to  defert  the  Au¬ 
thors,  together  with  their  Books,  perfwading  them¬ 
felves  to  be  able  to  find  out  a  nearer  and  eafier 
way  by  virtue  of  their  own  Genius  and  Reafon, 
trying,  repeating,  altering,  isc.  Experiments  and 
Conclufions  5  but  herein  were  they  difappointed 
of  their  defired  fuccefs,  no  lefs  than  as  a  Mariner 
..  .  fayling 


fayling  without  a  Compafs,  and  fo  fuch  Inquirers 
would  have  adfced  more  advifedly,  if  they  had  in¬ 
quired  in  themfelves,  whether  they  had  overcome 
all  the  Difficulties  obvious  to  them,  before  they 
applied  themfelves  to  this  more  fecret  Art,  and 
doubtlefs  many  of  them  would  have  hearkned  to 
theCounfel  of  Theobald  of  Hohenland  (  who  co- 
pioufly  defcribed  the  Difficulties  of  this  Art  colletft- 
ed  out  of  Philofophers  Books  )  and  avoided  it,  as 
worfe  than  the  Plague,  or  a  .Serpent :  For  who  of , 
you  (  faith  our  Saviour )  intending  to  build  a  Tower ^  . 
will  not  fir  ft  fit  down,  and  compute  the  Charge,  whe¬ 
ther  he  has  wherewith  to  finijh  it,  left  having  laid  the 
Foundation ,  and  not  being  able  to  perfect  it,  all  that 
beheld  it,  Jhould  begin  to  deride  him,  faying.  That  p 
man  began  to  build,  and  could  not  finijh  the  Build-  , 
ing,  Luke  14.  38. 

But  I  am  fenfible  that  thefe  Admonitions  will 
rather  be  flighted  than  accepted,  efpecially  by  thofe 
who  are  loath  to  have  the  magnificent  Towers 
built  by  themfelves  in  the  Air,  demolilhed  :  For 
notwithftanding  the  impoffibility  of  removing  the 
aforefaid  difficulties  by  fome  men,  they  endeavour 
to  perfwade  others,  that  they  can  teach  them  , 
what  as  yet  they  know  not  themfelves,  and  fo  will 
rather  perfift  in  deceiving,  than  defiit  from  that 
which  they  know  to  be  Weaknefs  and  Error  :  O- 
thers  think  themfelves  very  able  to  overcome  all 
manner  of  difficulties,  and  therefore,  it  is  in  vain 
to  diffwade  them  from  this  Art :  Others  indeed 
perceiving  all  the  difficulties,'  and  an  undoubted 
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incapacity  in  themfelves  of  facilitating  them,  are, 

though  free  from  all  fraud  and  arrogance,  yet  by 

fome  natural  or  fecret  impulfe  fo  incited5  to  this 

Aft,  as  not  to  be  driven  from  it  by  any  Argu¬ 
ment.  5 

Wherefore  having  a  fenfe  of  the  frailty  which 
mankind  is  afflided  with,  to  them  will  I  dedicate 
mv  Studies  relating  to  Medicine.  Deceivers  I  will 
redrain,  fhame  thofe  that  afcribe  more  to  them¬ 
felves  than  du: ;  but  the  true  Difciples  of  this  Art, 
I  will  lead  by  the  hand,  that  they  may  not  for  the 
future  be  fubjeet  to  the  derifion,  reproaches  and 
feoffs  of  Satyrs,  together  with  the  lofs  of  health, 
as  well  of  Mind  as  Body,  and  at  length  verifie  in 
thernfelves  the  lamentable  Prcdidion  of  Geber, 
frying,  Mofi  miferable  and  unhappy  is  b6,  whom ,  af¬ 
ter  the  end  of  his  work.,  God  denies  to  fee  the  Truth , 
for  he  ends  bis  Life  in  Error  5  who  being  confiituted 
in  perpetual  Iflbour ,  and  funounded  with  all  manner 
of  Misfortune  and  Infelicity ,  lofeth  all  the  Comfort 
and  Joy  of  this  World ,  and  fpends  bis  Life  in  Sorrow , 
without  any  benefit  or  reward ,  Lib.  2.  Inveft.  cap.  3  g. 
So  with  the  fame  Argument  will  I  vindicate  this 
the  bed  of  Arts  from  the  Injuries  of  Defamers, 
who  being  deceived,  by  not  knowing  the  Princi¬ 
ples,  accufe  it  as  fraudulent,  impoflible,  and  fo 
ridiculous,  as  that  they  deter  the  Lovers  of  it,  and 
incite  them  to  vilihe  all  the  demondrations  and  fa- 
mous  Tedimonies  of  the  fame  5  and  ladly.  That 
the  Honour  and  Glory  of  God  hitherto  buried  in 
the  Allies  of  it,  may  from  thence  rife  again,  as  a 

Phoenix, 


Phoenix,  I  will  fet  before  your  eyes,  that  which  you 
have  not  been  hitherto  able  to  find  in  fo  many  Vo¬ 
lumes  of  this  Art,  namelv,  Diana  naked,  or  with¬ 
out  Cloaths  5  that  is,  I  will  take  from  her  Face  and 
Body,  the  Vizards  of  Tropes,  Figures,  Parables, 
barbarous  Names,  iff*,  by  which  ihe  hath  been  hi¬ 
therto  difguifed,  left  fiie  fhould  be  obvious  to  the 
knowledge  of  wicked  men.  I  will  expofe  Diana  to 
you,  namely,  the  very  Truth  of  our  Art  (  with  fo 
much  ftudy  and  labour  fought  in  vain )  not  co- 
vered  indeed  fo  much  as  with  the  Veyi  of  neceftary 
expreflion,  but  her  moft  fecret  parts  (hall  be  expo- 
fed  to  your  view,  concerning  which  the  Adepts 
gave  exceeding  caution  to  their  Difciples,  adding  a 
Curfe  withal,  not-  to  divulge  them  to  the  unwor¬ 
thy  Rabble.  Wherefore  if  you  defire  to  know  the 
Menfiruums  of  Diana  ,  wherewith  the  Adepts  pre¬ 
pared  their  Philters,  the  Liquors  of  Life  and  Death, 
if  you  would  know  the  way  how  they  prepared 
their  Tinctures,  either  univerfal  or  particular  for 
Metals  5  if  laftly,  you  covet  to  know  how  they 
made  pretious  Stones ,  Pearls ,  perpetual  Lights, 
together  with  other '  Secrets  of  the  Art,  read  the 
Receipts  of  the  four  Books  following ;  Receipts  I 
fay,  which  were  either  not  underftood,  or  altoge¬ 
ther  flighted  by  almoft  all  of  you,  becaufe  of  the 
ruggednefs  of  their  Style,  which  fometimes  alfo 
you  efteemed  vain,  falfe,  and  lmpolliblc,  compi¬ 
led,  in  a  manner  meerly  to  deceive  won  5  yet  moft 
*-true,  collected  not  out  of  trivial  vulgar  Chymiftry, 
but  out  of  the  beft  Books  of  the  beft  Adepts ,  the 
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Treafury  of  Diana ;  Receipts,  I  fay,  fo  concatena¬ 
ted  and  elaborated  by  as  well  the  congruity,  as 
wonderful  dexterity  of  the  Mafters ,  that  where 
,  you  take  away  or  deny  one  of  them,  you  cannot 
but  rejed  all  the  reft  as  falfe ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
that  owns  one  amongft  all  to  be  true,  muft  re¬ 
pute  all  the  reft  tiue  5  and  confetjuently  vindicate 
the  Authors  of  them,  our  moil:  venerable  Mafters 
from  all  the  Infamy  of  Lying  and  Scurrility.  Va¬ 
riety  fpringing  out  of  Unity,  the  Fountain  of 
Truth,  and  returning  into  it,  as  into  its  Ocean,  i{- 
luftrates  the  excellency  of  thofe  Receipts : 1 1  could 
never  yetfatisfiemy  felfi  whether  there  be  infinite, 
or  only  one  Receipt  in  our  Chymy ,  divided 
into  divers  parts,  and  defigned  for  feveral  Ufes  : 
Variety  I  obferve  in  the  various  and  diftind  parts 
of  thefe  four  Treatifes,  but  Unity  in  every  part, 
yea  in  the  Individual  of  every  Part,  you  will  al¬ 
ways  find  three  confirming  one  Treadle;  In  the 
the  Firft  Book  of  Menjiruams,  you  will  find  alio 
the  Medicines  of  the  Second ,  and  Alchymical 
Tindures  of  the  Third,  and  Secrets  of  the  Fourth 
Book  5  which  very  thing  is  alfo  to  be  underftood 
of  the  Second,  Third  and  Fourth  Books.  Laftly, 
Thefe  Receipts  are  not  only  true ,  but  alfo  clear, 
defenbed  by  plain  and  common  Words,  to  be  un¬ 
derftood  not  only  according  to  the  Letter,  but  al- 
1q  by  their  clgarnels,  ilJuftrating  and  explaining 
Places  more  obfeure  other  wife  not  intelligible,  fo 
that  by  one  only  Proccfs  you  will  fometimes  ex¬ 
plain  more  than  ten  Theoretical  Books,  never  ex¬ 
plicable  but  by  this  Light.  Now 
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Now  tliefc  Receipts  I  was  willing  to  com¬ 
municate  to  you,  ye  indefatigable  Students  of  this 
Art ,  for  the  Reafons  already  given ,  as  alfo  that 
you  may  throughly  apprehend  the  abfolute  neceffity 
of  Lully’s  Spirit  of  Wine  in  our  Chymy ,  before  I 
treat  with  you  concerning  the  Matter  and  Prepara¬ 
tion  of  it.  No  man  defires  that  which  is  unknown 
to  him,  or  purfues  that  which  he  knows  not  the 
benefit  of:  Wherefore  I  was  defir ous  fir  ft  to  de- 
monftrate  the  fever al  Vfes  of  this  Spirit  by  the  Ex¬ 
periments  of  the  Adepts ,  which,  if  you  find  true, 
they  will  be  of  fuch  fervice  to  you  hereafter,  as 
to  be  much  to  your  detriment  to  be  without  them  5 
but  if  falfe,  flight  and  give  no  credit  to  them,  but 
accufe  the  Mafters,.  the  Authors  of  them,  of  Ly¬ 
ing,  Deceit  and  Villany  5  but  fuch  wickednefs  I 
never  expecb  from  you,  whatfoever  Adverfaries, 
the  blind  and  ignorant  of  this  Art,  will  do,  we 
little  regard,  and  if  a  Zoilus  or  Momus  appear  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  Cuftom  ,  let  him  chaw  the  Shell, 
that  is,  the  homely  Style,  the  {lender  and  flight . 
Obfervations  and  Conclufions  given  upon  the 
Receipts,  all  which  we  give  him  freely  5  but  touch; 
the  Kernel  he  cannot. . 

But  if  either  now  or  hereafter  you  reap  any  joy 
or  benefit  by  the  fight  of  Diana,  attribute  it  not 
to  Diana,  though  of  Ephefus,  nor  to  me,  but.  tQ; 
God  Almighty,  who  hath  by  his  Light  brought 
us  out  of  this  Cimmerian  Darknefs :  The  time  per¬ 
haps  will  come,  wherein  I  may  be  further  ufeful 
and  afliftant ,  in  procuring  liberty  for  you  to  em¬ 
brace. 


brace  Diana  in  your  Arms,  as  alfo  difcourfe  fami¬ 
liarly  with  her  concerning  her  Doves,  Foreft ,  Foun¬ 
tain,  Milk,  Aqua  vita;,  &c,  for  at  prefent  you  read 
the  Infcription  upon  her  Forehead,  Touch  me  not. 
Wherefore  I  advife  you,  not  to  touch  the  Secrets  of 
Diana  unlefs  you  have  to  try  the  Fate  and  Fortune 
of  Afleon. 

Infcius  A£ heon  v'idit  fine  vefte  Dianam, 

Prceda  ftis  canihus  non  minus  ille  fuit . 

Attceon,  hunting  in  the  Woods  alone, 

When  he  the  naked  Goddefs  faw  unknown, 

He  (for  who  could  her  Fury  ftay  ? ) 

Was  to  her  Fury  and  his  Dogs  a  Prey. 

We  may  indeed  behold  her, but  not  embrace  her 
yet  a  while  *,  for  this  is  permitted  to  none  but  A- 
depts,  and  fuch  as  are  Mailers  of  the  Philofophical 
Wine  5  but  if  you  objeft  with  the  Poet, 

Quid  juvat  Afpettus,  ft  non  conceditur  TJfus  > 

Tis  not  the  Sight,  but  Ufe  that  gives  Delight. 

To  thefe  Things  I  anfwer  you,  That  by  viewing 
Diana  naked, 

i .  You  will  find,  that  all  the  Secrets  of  Chymy 
depend  upon  one  only  Center  of  the  Art.  namely, 
the  Spirit  of  Philofopbical  Wine. 

,  2.  You  will  underftand,  that  all  the  Preparati¬ 
ons  of  all  the  Secrets  are  done  according  to  the 
fignification  of  the  Words. 

3.  You  will  perceive,  that  all  Procelfes  of  what 
Method  and  Matter  foever,  if  not  without  the 
Spirit  of  Philofopbical  Wine,  are  true,  and  will  ne¬ 
ver  be  falfe.  4*  What 
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4.  Whatfoever  is  rare  or  feletSt,  difperfed  here 

and  there  by  the  beft  of  the  Adepts,  you  will  have 
here  pick’d  and  digefted  into  order,  fo,  as  that  there 
will  be  nothing  wanting  ,  but  the  enjoyment  of 
them 

5.  You  will  moreover  have  the  convenience  of 
chuling  the  beft  and  fhorteft  out  of  all  the  Pro- 
ceftes. 

6.  Or  you  will  be  enabled  to  find  out  alfo  more 
of  your  (elves,  if  thefe  pleafe  you  not. 

7.  You  will  fee  that  he  who  hath  performed  even 
the  leaft  thing  in  this  Art,  may  confequently  alfo 
perform  the  greateft. 

8.  One  only  clear  Procels  will  open  the  under- 
ftanding  of  more,  otherwife  moft  obfcure. 

9.  You  may  know  alfo ,  that  the  Adepts  them- 
fclves  have  been  fometimes  in  the  dark,  and  often¬ 
times  underftood  not  the  ftyle  of  anothers  Wri¬ 
ting  :  That  fome  have  corrected  others,  and  fo 
made  the  Art  more  perfetft. 

1  o.  And  to  fay  all  at  once  5  No  man,  though 
never  fo  Learned,  though  never  fo  Eloquent, 
though  never  fo  fubtil  an  Impoftor,  will  be  able  for 
the  future,  either  by  his  Authority,  Perfwafion,  or 
fubtilty,  to  deceive  any  man,  and  drive  him  out  of 
our  common  Road  into  an  untrodden  Path,  ex¬ 
cept  he  be  willing  himfelf  A.  ,  v 

Nor  will  you  alone  be  free  from  the  Deceipts  of 
other  men,  but  your  own  Miftakes  alfo  5  by  which 
you  have  hitherto  moft  miferably  loft  all,  Time, 
Pams,  Money,  Health,  and  what  not  ?  You  have 
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made  your  very  Life  it  felf  vain,  unprofitable,and 
offenfive  to  vour  felves  as  well  as  others. 

Yea  and  fuch  are  the  glittering  Rays  of  our  Dia¬ 
na,  that  I  fear  they  will  dazzle  your  eyes ,  like 
as  the  Israelites  were  at  the  fight  of  Mofes  de¬ 
scending  from  the  Mountain. 

You  will  Scarce  believe  me,  (hould  I  affirm,  that 
the  Secrets  of  the  Adepts  are  to  be  under!! ood  and 
prepared  according  to  the  Letter  5  if  you  argue  it 
to  be  improbable  that  the  Adepts  fhould  have  ex- 
pofed  their  Myfteries  to  the  view  of  all  men,  they 
themfelves  having  advertifed  you  of  the  contrary. 

What  then?  ^  ;‘ 

Is  not  this  our  Art,  faith  Artefius ,  cabaliftical,and 
full  of  Myfteries  ?  And  you  Fool  believe  roe  teach  the 
Secrets  of  Secrets  openly,  and  under ftand  our  Words 
according  to  the  Letter  5  be  affured  ( lam  not  envious 
as  others)  he  that  takes  the  Philofophers  Sayings  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  common  fence  and  Signification ,  has  al¬ 
ready  loft  the  Clew  of  Ariadnes,  and  wanders  up  and 
down  the  Labyrinth ,  and  it  would  be  of  the  fame  be¬ 
nefit  to  him ,  as  if  he  had  thrown  his  Money  into  the 
Sea.  The  fame  thing  advifeth  Sendivogius  in  the 
Preface  of  the  twelve  Trcatifes  :  I  would,  faith  he, 
have  the  candid  Reader  know,  that  my  Writings  ad¬ 
mit  not  fo  much  a  verbal  conftruttion,  but  fuch  rather 
as  Nature  requireth,  left  afterwards  he  Jhould  have 
Caufe  to  bewail  the  expence  of  lime,  pains  and  coft  in 
vain ,  6c c.  Becaufe,  ns  Arnold  faith  in  his  Speculum , 
An  intention  according  to  the  Letter  nothing  avails , 

and  to  operate  according  to  the  intention  of  the  Let¬ 
ters 


ters,  is  the  di (fixation  of  Riches.  For ,  faith  Geber, 
Where  we  [poke  moft  openly  we  conceal'd  the  Art, 
[peaking  to  an  Artiji  not  ^Enigmatically ,  but  in  a 
plain  feries  of  Difcourfe.  Yea  Roger  Bacon  proceeds 
further,  faying,  When  l  [wear  l  fay  true ,  believe  it 
a  lie ,  that  is,  as  to  the  Letter ,  and  therefore  when  l 
tell  you  of  Stalks,  under fiand  Lead,  &c.  lib  de  Arte 
Chymica,  pag.  56.  All  that  l  fay  is  falfe  ,  therefore 
nothing  I  fay  is  true 3  wherefore  I  pray ,  believe  me 
not 3  but  when  I  fay  true,  take  it  to  be  falfe  3  and  if 
this,  the  contrary  :  So  that  which  is  falfe  will  be  tur- 
ned  into  true,  and  that  which  is  true,  into  falfe  :  I 
tell  you  thefe  things ,  that  you  may  beware  of  things 
that  are  to  be  avoided ,  and  believe  things  credible,  in 
writing  properly ,  l  write  not,  &C  ,p.  301  -And  though  l 
fay.  Take  this  and  this ,  believe  me  not,  operate  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Blood,  that  is,  the  Under flanding,and 
fo  of  all-,  leave  off  Experiments 5  apprehend  my 
meaning,  and  you  will  find,  believe  me  being  already 

a  lighted  Candle,  pag.  345- ' 

Thefe  and  the  like  may  you  alleadge  to  confirm 

your  Opinion  3  but  give  me  leave  to  fuggeft  to  you 
the  diftindtion  that  is  to  be  made  between  the 
Theoretical  and  Practical  Books  of  the  Adepts :  In 
the  Theoretical  Books  there  is  fcarce  any  thing  to 
be  underftood  literally,  all  things  being  paraboli¬ 
cal,  enigmatical,  istc.  But  in  the  Practical  Books 
all  things  are  clear  and  intelligible,  according  to 
the  Letter  :  Philofophical  Wine  alone  excepted,  the 
foundation  and  beginning  of  all  Secrets :  For  ex¬ 
ample,  Take  the  magnum  Tejlamentum  of  Lully,  in 
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the  Theoretical  part  of  which,  is  Philofophicaily; 
that  is,  by  various  Sophifms,  defcribed  the  Nature, 
Matter,  and  Preparation  of  Lully's,  Wive  5  but  in  the 
Practical  part  of  this  T eft  amentum,  the  Vfe  of  this 
Wine  is  declared  according  to  the  Letter :  From 
hence  will  you  alfo  eafily  obferve,  That  thofe  A- 
depts  which  rejedt  the  Literal  Senfe  are  rather 
Theoretical  than  Practical  :  We  treating  at  pre- 
fent  of  the  practice  of  the  Adepts,  or  the  Vfe  of 
Philofophical  Wine,  will  prove  that  molt  of  the  Se¬ 
crets  delivered  to  us  by  them,  are  according  to  the 
Letter.. 

But  fome  of  you  will  urge,  that  the  Adepts 
themfelvcs  have  even  more  than  often  declaimed 
againft  the  Literal  Sence  of  Practice,  againft  the 
very  Defcriptions  (  commonly  called  Receipts  ),> 
of  Experiments  5  but  let  thefe  our  Companions 
know,  the  Adepts  wrote  againft  two  forts  of  Re¬ 
ceipts. 

f  The  firft  comprehends  the  Receipts  of  Smoak- 
fellers,  Deceivers,  wicked  men,  who  pretend  they 
either  had  them  from  the  Difciple  of  fome  Adept, 
or  found  them  in  the  Walls  of  fome  old  Cloifter 
or  Sepulcher  5.  againft  whom  hear  Dionyftus  Za- 
charrm,  Pag .  781.  Pol.  1.  Th.Chym.  faying.  Before 
I  left  the  Cottedge  of  Arts,  I  entred  into  familiarity 
and  friendjhip  with  many  other  Scholars  5  they  had 
divers  Books  of  Chymical  Receipts ,  which  being  lent 
me,  I  tranferibed  with  very  great  diligence,  my  pri¬ 
vate  Mafter,  who  had  alfo  a  long  time  before  began  to 
labour  in  this  Art,  confenting  3  fo  that  before  I  went 

.  *  '  away,t 
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away,  1  had  gathered  a  very  large  Book,  of  fuch  Re-  , 
ceipts ,  I  went  prefently  with  my  Mafter  to  the  P lace 
where  I  was  to  ftudy  Law ,  began  to  turn  over  my  Wri¬ 
tings,  3  whereof  fome  contained  Projections  of  One  up¬ 
on  Ten,  others  Jipon  Twenty,  Thirty,  a  Third,  a  half 
part  .  for  the  Red  of  eighteen  Carrachs,  twenty ,  dec. 
into  Gold  of  Crowns,  Ducats,  and  of  the  highefi  co¬ 
lour  that  could  be  3  One  was  to  endure  Melting ,  ano¬ 
ther  the  Touch- ft  one ,  '  another  all  Tryals  :  Of  the 
White  likewife,  one  was  to  be  of  Ten  penny,  another  of 
Eleven,  another  Sterling  Silver ,  coming  white  out  of 
the  Fire,  another  white  from  the  Touch  :  In  fhort,  I 
thought  if  I  were  able  to  perform  the  leaft  of  thof& 
things  greater  felicity  could  not  happen  to  me  in  this 

world. 

Efpecially  when  I  read  the  Infcriptions  of  great 
Perfons  before  fuch  Receipts  3  one  of  the  Qyteen  of 
Navarr,  another  of  the  Cardinal  of  Lorain,  Tiir 
iin c,  and  infinite  others,  that  by  fuch  Difguifes  and 
Titles,  Credit  might  be  given  by  unwary  men.  : 

Bernhard  alfo  complains  of  tiic  fame  Receipts, 
pag.  771*  ejiifd.  Vol.  If  I  had  had,  laith  he,  at  fir  ft, 
at  the  Books,  which  I  afterwards  procured,  doubt  lefs  I 
fhould  have  fooner  attained  to  the  Art,  but  I  read  no¬ 
thing  but  falfe  Receipts  ,  and  erroneous  Books  5  be- 
ftdes  I  happened  to  confer  with  none  but  the  moft  per-, 
verfe  Thieves ,  wicked  Men,  and  Imp  oft  or  s. 

The  other  fort  contains  Receipts  or  Adepts’ 
themfelves ,  againft  whom  fome  other  Adepts  have 
alfo  fometimes  written :  As  for  example,  the  fame* 
Bernhard,  Lag.  74^*  VoL  T heat.  C*hv m..  laying  > 

-  -  •  Too 
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To  withdraw  the  true  Speculators  of  this  Art  from  com¬ 
mon  Errors  into  the  right  Way ,  that  they  may  not  wafie 
their  Wealth ,  and  loje  their  Labours ,  Name  and  Re¬ 
putation ,  infifting  upon  the  falfe  Receipts  of  Books , 
as  thofe  of  Geber,  Rafis,  Albertus  magnus,  Trames, 
Lumen,  Canonis  pandedtarum,  Demophon,  Sum- 
ma,  and  other  Seducers ,  I  will  firjl  declare  my  own 
Errors,  &c.  And  in  pag.  750.  goes  on,  Infinite  is 
the  number  of  them ,  whom  to  write  is  needle fs  $  and 
there  is  great  plenty  of  Books  written  upon  this  Subject 
under  Metaphorical  Words  and  Figures  ,.fo  as  not  to 
be  eafily  underfiood  by  any  but  the  Sons  of  Art  5  the 
reading  of  which ,  leads  men  out  of  the  right  way ,  ra¬ 
ther  than  directs  to  the  Work.  5  in  the  number  of  which , 
are  Scotus,  Arnold,  Raymund,  Johannes  Mehung, 
Hortulanus  V"  eridicus,  isrc. 

My  Bufinefs  therefore  is  to  fatisfie  you,  and  fay, 
That  the  Authors  of  the  fir  ft  fort  of  Receipts  de¬ 
ceive  actively,  wittingly,  and  willingly :  But  the 
Receipts  of  the  later  fort,  written  by  Adepts  them- 
felves ,  feduce  only  paflively ;  And  this  for  two 
Reafons  j  either  in  refpedt  of  the  Adept  being  lefs 
experienced  in  the  Art,  and  unacquainted  with  the 
Practice  of  his  more  Learned  Confort  5  for  it  is 
impoflible  for  one  Adept ,  though  never  fo  expert 
in  his  Metnod,  to  know  the  various  Experiments 
of  all  the  other,  much  lefs  the  peculiar  Theorems, 
private  Meditations,  different  Denominations  of 
things,  isrc.  formed  or  derived  from  the  fame : 
Or  in  refpedt  of  your  felves ,  who  extort  from 
thofe  Receipts,  as  to  the  Literal  Sound,  more,  than 

the 
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the  Adepts  themfelves  allow  ,  not  at  all  obferving 
that  the  Spirit  of  Wine  being  once  and  always  un- 
derftood,  the  reft  you  will  eafily  underftand:  For 
knowing  this ,  faith  Flammel,  in  his  Hieroglyphicks , 
pag.  28. 1  perfected  the  Magi  fiery  eafily  5  for  having 
learnt  the  Preparation  of  the  firfi  Agent,  I  following 
my  Book,  according  to  the  Letter,  could  not  err  if  I 
would.  And  a  little  after  5  Then  following  my  Book, 
from  word  to  word,  I  made  Projection.  But  why 
thefe  ?  Plenty  enough  of  Examples  in  this  Treatife ; 
will  inftrudb  you  in  all  thefe  things  that  are  to  be 
underftood  according  to  the  Letter,  except  Wine, 
Lunar y.  Vegetable  Mercury, and  other  things  fynony- 
mous  to  the  Matter  of  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical 
Wine,  or  things  prepared  by  the  fame  Spirit,  Vege¬ 
table  Sal  Harmoniack,  Philofophical  Vinegar,  &c. 

For  this  Spirit  of  Wine  being  prevaricated,  the 
Adepts  knew,  that  all  the  reft,though  never  fo  plain¬ 
ly  difcovered  to  the  Sons  of  Art,  could  not  con¬ 
tribute  the  leaft  benefit  to  the  Reader :  Wherefore  I 
fear  not  the  indignation  of  the  Adepts,  nor  the  A- 
nathema’s  which  they  thundred  out  againft  the  Be¬ 
trayers  of  their  Secrets,  having  herein  done  nothing 
more,  but  ^  to  fpeakingenuoufly)  lefs,  tnan  they 
themfelves.  I  have  according  to  my  capacity,  me¬ 
thodically  digefted  thofe  things  which  were  here 
and  there  confufedly  difperfed,  but  added  nothing 
of  my  own,  and  fo  expect  neither  Honour  nor 
Thanks  from  you }  but  this  only,  that  I  may  know, 
if  our  Studies  pleafe  5  and  I  fhallfupply  thofe  things 
that  are  here  wanting  and  defired,  fomewhat  more 


largely  5  for  I  will  not  refufe  to  allift  you  yet  fur¬ 
ther  by  the  industry  ot  my  Studies :  So  that  no¬ 
thing  remains,  but  upon  our  bended  Knees  to  re¬ 
turn  moil  humble  Thanks  to  the  Father  of  Lights , 
in  vouchfafing  us  this  Art  by  the  Writings  of  his 
Servants,  and  the  High  Priefts  of  Nature,  without 
which  it  would  be  beyond  the  power  of  man  to  ar¬ 
rive  to  fo  great  a  degree  of  Knowledge. 

Now;  celebrate  with  me  the  Urns  of  our  pious 
,  Matters,  who  have  for  the  Welfare  of  Mankind, 
rather  difperfed,  than  buried  their  Talents  5  and 
may  you  oblige  your  felves  to  the  fame  good  OK 
fice,  if  you  have  any  of  their  Writings  not  yet 
publifhed. 

Finally,  It  is  my  earneft  Suit  to  the  Adepts  now 
living, that  they  would  pleafe  to  employ  themfelves 
freely  in  expounding  Nature,  correcting  Philofo- 
phy  and  Medicine  3  And  laftly,  refuting  all  the  de¬ 
ceitful  SeCts  of  Philofophers,  as  well  in  the  Acade¬ 
mies,  as  private  Schools,  for  the  advancement  of 
the  Glory  of  God,  being  fingularly  eminent  in 
this  Art.  So  he  it. 


O  F 

MENSTRUU  M  S. 

'  •  *  -  .  ; 

'  11  _ 

-  ■  -  ]  i  ii  - i  i"  ■  -  -  - — mr-nrr-* 

RIPLE  Y, 

Cap.  2.  Medulla  Vhilof.  Cbym. 

«.  i  ^  >.  *'  , 

We  will  here  demonftrate  the  clear 
Pra£fcice,  how  fiuch  Menflruums  as  be 
Unbfcuous  and  Moift, Sulphureous, 
and  M  ercu real,  well  agreeing  with 
the  Nature  of  Metals,  wherewith 
our  Bodies  are  to  be  artificially  difi« 
Iblved,  may  be  obtained. 
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Lon  dotty  Printed  for  Tho.  Ilowkins  in  George-  Yard  in  Lorn- 

lard-$ tieet,  1685.  # 


The  Tranflator  to  the  Reader. 

;  '  r  ~r~-  i  ,  ,  ' 

YOur  Bufinefs  it  is,  not  mine  ,  otherwife  than  as 
a  Reader,  to  judge  of  this  Work. ,  but  the  am¬ 
ple  and  public k.  Encomiums  of  Learned  Societies  be¬ 
yond  the  Seas,  already  declaring  their  S ent intents  of 
its  Rarity  and  Excellency,  are  conviRive  Authorities 
far  beyond  my  Opinion  5  and  therefore  1  /kali  be  filent : 
only  this  I  thinks  neceffary  to  let  you  know ,  that  our 
Author,  having  little  fpare  time  himfelf,  left  his  La- 
tine  Impreffion  to  be  by  others  cone  tied ,  which  has 
been  the  caufe  of  many  Errors ,  and  indeed  in  fonte 
Places  fo  grofs,  that  the  Author  himfelf  could  fcarce 
retrieve  his  own  Meaning :  This  to  prevent  in  the 
Englifh  Tranjlation ,  he  has  been  pleafed  to  ufe  all 
Care  to  have  it  exaffly  import  his  own  Mind.  I  mufl 
alfo  tell  you,  that  though  I  have  taken  no  fmall  pains 
in  endeavouring  to  make  this  weighty  Work,  fpeak.  true 
and  perfed  Englifh,  yet  my  Copy  not  being  punctually 
obferved,  you  will  find  many  fmall  Miftakes,  befides 
the  Errata’s  inferted  at  the  latter  end  of  the  Book.  > 
’which  you  may  pleafe,  as  you  read,  to  correR. 

Fare  weL 

G.C. 
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Simple  Vegetable  Menfirmms  made  of  Tbilofophical  Wine  only. 
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TO  exempt  Diana  from ■  being  expofed  Naked  to  the 

Petulant  Lufl  of  Vnfatialle  Men ,  as  alfo  to  the 
Scorns  and  Contempt  of  the  Ignorant,  as  a  Common 
Proftitute ;  the  Adepts  have  taken  care  not  only  to 
cloath,  but  cover  her  almoft  with  fever al  forts  of 
Garments :  to  this  kind  of  Apparel,  Antiquity  has  been  p leafed, 
yet  not  properly  enough ,  to  refer  an  Allegory  of  the  Procreation 
of  Man,  deduced  from  the  Analogy  of  Seed  anciently  received ,  how¬ 
ever  ill  applied  to  the  Mineral  Kingdom.  . 

Firfl  They  reckon  Coition  ;  Secondly,  Conception ;  Thirdly, 
Impregnation  ;  Fourthly,  Birth  ;  Fifthly,  Nutriment :  If  there, 
fore  no  Coition ,  no  Conception;  without  Conception,  no  Impregnation ; 

without  which  no  Birth  can  be  premifed.  _ 

Which  Difpofition  the  Ancient  Morienus  himjelf  confejjeth  to 
have  been  derived  to  him  from  Antiquity.  Hermes,  whom  they 
call  Father  of  the  Adepts,  in  his  Tabula  Smaragdina,  hath  de¬ 
fer  ibed  to  us  the  Father,  Mother,  and  Nurfe  of  the  Chymical  In¬ 
fant.  No  wonder  therefore,  that  fuch  an  Ancient  and  Eafie  Do- 
Slrine  as  this,  fhould  have  found  fo  eajie  anaccefs  toPofterity  :  it 
would  be  befides  the  Intention  and  Scope  to  offer  thofe  things,  which 
might  be  inferred  by  us  againfl  this  Analogy  of  Seed  :  Here  let  it 
fuffice  to  remember  only,  that  the  greater  part,  as  alfo  the  more  an¬ 
cient  Adepts,  comparing  the  Chymical  Magijlery  to  the  Generation 
of  Man,  did  under  the  Notion  of  this  Allegory,  call  their  Dijfol- 
vents  Menftruums,  or  Feminine  Seed,  but  the  things  which  were 
to  be  Ditfolved,  Mafculine  Seed.  My  Son  ,  faith  Lully,  The 
Vegetable  Menftruum  is  of  the  Nature  of  a  Womans  Menftru- 

tim,  becaufe  a  Mineral  Menftruum  proceeds  from  it  by  Diuo- 
’  ■  B  lution. 
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lution,  (of  Minerals  and  Metals )  and  is  made  artificially  as  Na¬ 
ture  requireth  ;  for  it  hath  the  property  of  an  incorruptible 
Spirit,  which  is  as  a  Soul,  and  hath  the  Conditions  of  a  Bo¬ 
dy,  becaufe  it  generates  and  produceth  Seed  as  a  Woman  •  there¬ 
fore  we  call  our  D.  (Diffolvent)  Menftrual  Blood,  or  Menftru- 
um,  becaufe  it  is  Generative  and  Nutritive  ,  and  makes  the 
laid  C,  and  (C)  Q Metals )  grow  a'nd  incrcafe,  till  they  be  con¬ 
verted  into  M  (Sulphur  of  Nature ,  or  Philofophers  Mercury) 
or  into  Q. ,  (Tinfture,  or  Philofophers  Stone)  for  as  Menftrual 
Blood  perfeds  the  Embryo  by  nourilhing,  and  altering  one 
Principle  into  another,  and  one  Quantity  into  another,  and  one 
Form  into  another,  yet  the  Principles  and  Quantities  appearing 
in  every  Alteration,  under  divers  Forms,  differing  from  the 
“firft  Forms  themfelves,  till  a  certain  Subftance  appears  in  one 
entire  Quantity,  dependent  upon  feveral  Matters,  which  is  a 
Body,  with'  Spirit  and  Soul,  reduced  into  Action  :  And  thus 
it  is  with  our  Infant  (Philofophers  Stone)  Lully,  Diftintt,  3.  Can . 
4.  Lib .  de  Ejfentia ,  When  K.  ( Colour )  appears  yellow,  then 
let  the  Artift:  know ,  that  the  Body  of  our  Infant  is  formed, 
made,  and  compleatly  organized,  and  begins  to  be  prepared 
for  the  reception  of  the  vegetable  Spirit  into  it,  and  Nature 
continues  in  that  preparation  till  the  yellow  K.  vamfheth  away, 
and  a  red  K.  (Colour)  appeareth  ,*  and  then  may  the  Artift  be 
aflured  that  the  faid  Infant  is  perfect  both  in  Body  and  Soul : 
fo  that  he  may  let  the  Fire  alone  till  it  grows  cold  ;  which  be¬ 
ing  cold,  the  Artift  will  find  our  Infant  round  as  an  Egg  ;  which 
he  muft  take  out  and  purifie  (for  it  is  a  hard  Stone  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  many  Superfluities,  as  the  Infant  of  a  Woman  appears 
after  Birth  :  Can.  1 1.  Diftintt.  3.  Lib.  Efent.)  and  let  him  take 
and  put  it  into  fome  clean  Glafs  Veffel,  &c.  3  Diftinfl.  3  Part 
Lib .  de  EJfent . 

Parifinus,  Ripley,  Efpanietus ,  and  other  later  Adepts,  the 
Difciples  of  Lully,  had  this  Analogy  of  Seed  from  him ,  being  doubt- 
lejs  the  mojl  Learned  of  the  Chymieal  Philofophers .  Of  this 
living  Heaven,  faith  Parifinus,  Raymund /peaks  in  his  Third 
Book  de  Quintefjentia ,  in  the  Chapter  beginning  ,  Caelum  &  Mer - 
curias  nojler  ;  Our  Heaven  hath  the  property  of  an  incorrup¬ 
tible  Spirit,  which  is  as  the  Soul  of  it,  and  hath  the  Conditi¬ 
ons  of  a  Body  in  it,  generating  and  producing  Seed,  as  a  Wo¬ 
man, 
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man,  and  herein  it  differs  from  the  other  Principles  (of  the 
Art)  It  is  alfo  fenfual,  becaufe  it  is  apprehended  by  fenfe, 
namely,  by  Tight,  tafte  and  fmell,  as  is  declared  in  the  firft  Di- 
ftinttion  in  the  Chapter ,  which  beginneth ,  Vrocterea  eft  principium 
movendiy  fcilicety  corpus  five  forma  *.  And  a  little  after y  f peak- 
idg  of  the  aforefaid  living  Heaven ,  he  faith ,  And  in  this  point 
oifr  Underftanding  knows  that  D.  (  his  living  Heaveny  or  Dif- 
folvent)  hath  a  Vegetable  property,  the  fimilitude  of  which, 

R  and  S  {Gold  and  Silver )  do  tranfmit  into  the  Sulphur  of  Na¬ 
ture,  which  is  the  Spirit  of  Metals,  or  Stone,  or  transforming 
Poyfon,  according  to  the  fignification  of  Raymundy  which  fig- 
nification  he  ufeth  in  his  Alphabetum  figuroe  arloris  fhilofophicoey 
and  therein  produceth  this  following  Sentence  in  Capite  de  fi- 
gura  Quinta  Ejf entire :  As  the  Vegetative  part  of  the  Mother 
orNurfe,  tranfmits  her  Likenefs  into  the  Son,  which  file  gene¬ 
rates,  which  property  the  Son  retains,  To  our  Mercury.  The 
Intention  of  the  Philofopher  {Lully)  is  to  demonftrate,  that 
the  Philofophers  Sulphur,  or  Stone,  or  transforming  Poyfon 
receives  all  its  benefit  by  the  excitation  of  the  vegetative  Vir¬ 
tue,  which  is  in  this  Divine  Vegetative  Heaven. 

The  fame  Author  in  the  Continuation  of  his  DoSlriney  faith ,  And 
alfo  the  Underftanding  knows,  that  the  faid  Metals  R,  and  S, 
{Gold  and  Silver')  retain  the  property  of  Menftruum,  with 
which  they  extend  their  fimilitudes  into  exotick  fubftances, 
tranfmuting  the  Taid  fubftances  into  their  own  kind,  which  is 
the  reafon  why  we  call  it  Vegetable  Mercury  ;  as  alfo  becaufe 
it  is  extracted  out  of  Vegetables.  The  fame  thing  at  the  end  of 
the  faid  Chapter  he  fpeaks  afrefh  :  And  our  Underftanding  alfo 
knows ,  that  principle  is  as  a  Woman  conceiving  the  Mans 
Seed,  and  bringing  forth  in  the  fame  form  and  virtue,  as  it 
was  in  the  beginning.  From  whence  we  necefiarily  conclude, 
that,  the  Elements  of  this  Stone,  namely,  Gold,  ought  to  be 
moved  by  vertue  of  a  living  Quintellence,  and  the  aforefaid 
Vegetable  Heaven,  which  way  I  have  fufficiently  proved  and 
demonft rated.  Earifinus  in  Lib.  r.  Elucidariiy  page'll.  Vol.  6. 

Th .  Chym.  #  . 

Ripley,  having  the  fame  Mafter  as  Parifinus,  expounds  ^  this 
Dottrine  more  briefly  thus  ;  As  an  Infant  in  the  Womb  of  the 
Mother,  does  by  the  concodion  of  temperate  heat,  convert 
„  -  B  z 
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the  Menftruums  into  its  own  Nature  and  Kind,  that  is,  into 
Fleffi,  Blood,  Bones,  yea,  Life,  with  all  other  Properties  of  a 
living  Body ;  fo  if  you  have  the  Water  of  Sol  and  Lana,  it 
will  attract  other  Bodies  to  its  kind,  and  make  their  Humors 
perfect  by  its  intrinfick  Virtue  and  Heat ;  Ripl.  Lil.  de  Merc . 

TUI.  ,  <  * 

We,  faith  Efpanietus ,  to  deal  plainly  and  truly,*  affirm,  that 
the  whole  work  may  be  perfected  by  two  Bodies  only,  that 
is,  Sol  and  Luna ,  rightly  prepared  :  For  this  is  that  Generation 
which  is  performed  by  Nature  with  the  help  of  Art,  in  which 
the  coition  of  Male  or  Female  is  requir’d,  and  from  whence  the 
Qff-fpring  more  noble  thanits  Parents, is  expededj*SW?.  2  o.Arcan. 
Herm .  Sol  is  the  Male,  for  he  yields  the  a&ive  and  informing 
feed  :  Luna  is  the  Female  ;  which  is  called  the  Matrix  and  Vel- 
fel  of  Nature,  becaufe  lhe  receives  the  feed  of  the  Male  into 
her  womb,  and  nourifheth  it  with  her  Menftruum,  Soft.  22. 
Arcan.  Hem .  Thil  But  the  Philofophers  do  not  by  the  name 
of  Luna, »  mean  common  Luna ,  which  alfo  ads  the  parts  of  a 
Male  in  their  (white)  work ;  let  no  man  therefore  attempt  to 
joyn  two  males  together,  it  being  wicked  and  contrary  to  Na¬ 
ture,  nor  can  he  hope  for  any  Offspring  from  fuch  a  copula¬ 
tion,  but  put  Golritius  to  Bejay  Brother  to  Sifter. 

Conjugio  junget  ftaliliy  propriam die  ah  it. 

That  he  may  have  from  thence  the  noble  Son  of  Soly  Sett. 
23.  Arcan.  Herm .  Phil.  I  would  have  the  Reader  know,  faith 
Sendivogius ,  that  Solution  is  twofold,  though  there  be  many 
other  folutions,  but  of  no  effed  :  the  firft  is  only  true  and  na¬ 
tural  ;  the  fecond  violent,  under  which  are  all  the  other  com¬ 
prehended  ;  the  Natural  is  that,  by  which  the  pores  of  the  Bo- 
by  are  opened  in  our  Water,  that  the  digefted  feed  may  be 
injeded  into  its  Matrix  :  But  our  Water  is  Celeftial,  not  wet¬ 
ting  your  hands  ;  not  common,  but  almoft  like  Rain :  The 
Body  is  Gold,  which  yieldeth  feed  :  our  Luna  is  not  common 
Silver,  which  receives  the  feed  of  Gold.  Trail.  10.  Novi  Lumin. 
Saturn  taking  the  Veflel,  drew  up  ten  parts  of  the  Water,  and 
prefentlytook  fomeof  the  Fruit  of  the  folar  Tree  ,  and  put  it 
in,  and  I  faw  the  fruit  of  the  Tree  confumed  and  refolved  as 

'  '  Ice 
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Ice  in  warm  water.  This  water  is  to  this  fruit,  as  a  Woman. 
The  fruit  of  this  Tree  can  be  putrifted  in  nothing,  but  in  this 
water  only  ;  for  no  other  water  can  penetrate  the  pores  of  this 
Apple,  but  this :  and  you  mull  know  that  the  folar  Tree  (prang 
alfo  out  of  this  Water,  which  is  extracted  from  a  magnetical 
virtue  out  of  the  Rays  of  Sol  and  Luna^  and  therefore  they  have 
great  affinity  one  with  the  other :  In  the  Dialogue  of  Mer~ 

CHr)>Now  here  we  in  this  Book  intend  to  treat  of  this  Feminine  Seedy 
or  diffolving  Waters  of  the  Adepts.  Great  indeed ,  yea  vafl  is  the 
Ireafure  of  our  Chymy  ;  hut  altogether  inaccetfible  by  thofe  that  have 
not  the  Keys  thereof ;  without  which  the  Adepts  themfelves  could 
neither  diffolve  nor  coagulate  Bodies, .  If  you  know  not  the  way 
of  diffolving  our  Body,  it  is  in  vain  to  operate,  is  the  Advice 
of  Dionyfius  Zacharias,pag.  79%'  ^ °l • I*  Tfe*  Ghym.  But  he  that 
knows  the  Art  and  Secret  of  Diflolution,  has  attained  to  the 
Secret  of  the  Art ,  faith  Bernhard,  pag.  40.  fuoe  Epiftolat.  For 
this  caufe  it  is,  faith  Pdrifenus ,  that  the  wife  men  fay,  To  know 
the  Celeftial  Water,  which  reduceth  our  Body  into  a  Spirit,  is 
the  chief  Myftery  of  this  Art ,  in  Flue*  pag.  %  12.  Vol.  l .  Th. 
Chym.  For  without  thefe  Menflruums  things  heterogeneous  can  never 
he  perfectly  mixed.  Coral ,  though  never  fo  finely  pulverize  dr can¬ 

not  he  mixed  with  the  pur  eft  Powder  of  Pearls  :  Tea  Gold  mix  eth 
not  with  Silver  (much  lefts  with  Bodies  lefts  perfeff)  though  both  be 
melted  together  ;  the  Particles  of  each  do  indeed  touch  one  another 
in  their  ext  re  am  partsy  being  in  a  mafs  or  heap  conftfting  of  things 
heterogeneous ,  yet  they  are  .  and  do  remain  all  diftinft ,  unllemifhed 
and  unaltered  in  their  Figures  and  Properties ,  no  other  wife  than  as 
a  heap  compofted  of  Barley  and  Oats  :  But  in  the  more  ftecret  Chymy 
there  is  no  Bodyyio  heterogeneity  ftut  what  hath  its  own  peculiar  ftlen- 
ftruumynd  with  which  as  beinghomogeneousto  it  fit  runs  into  one  Conr 
crete  ye  joy  cingin  the  infte par  able  Properties  oj  either. So  long  therefore 
as  you  intend  to  joy  n  Metals  with  Metals ,  dry  things  with  dryyoith- 
out  the  Menflruums  of  Diana,  fo  long  (to  ufe  the  Phrafe  of  £fpa- 
metus  )  do  you  prefume  to  joyn  males  together ,  which  is  a  thing 
wicked  and  contrary  to  Nature .  Hearken  therefore  to  Bernhard  , 
Pag  7  5*7.  Vol*  1.  Th.  Chym.  Perfiyading  you  to  leave  Stones  and 
allTorts  of  Minerals,  likewife  alfo  Metals  alone,  though  they 

are  the  beginning  and  our  matter.  Metals  are  not  only  the  mat-* 

ter  $ 
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ter, but  are  alfo  call'd  by  Lully,  the  form  of  the  Stone-, yet  without  thefe 
Menflruums  they  figmfie  nothing.  The  Form,  faith  he,  which  is 
the  Efficient  Principle,  Former  and  Transformer  of  all  other 
Forms  of  lefs  virtue  and  power,  is  defcribed  by  C ,  or  (C) 
{Metals )  cannot  of  it  felf  only  be  the  Magiftery  of  the  grea¬ 
ter  work,  &c.  Very  commodious  it  is  for  that* Principle  to  be 
known,  becaufe  hereby  the  Underftafiding  knows  it  to  be  one 
of  the  two  Subftances,  from  which  our  Iniant  is  produced  ,  ha¬ 
ving  in  it  the  condition  of  a  male,  from  which  proceedsa  fperm 
in  the  belly  of  our  D.  {  Menftruim  or  Dijfolvent ,  )  Lul.  Difl.  3. 
Lib.  EJf.  Heaven  or  Mercury  f Menflruum )  is  the  fourth  Prin¬ 
ciple  fignified  by  13.  It  is  the  Caufe  and  Principle  moving  C, 
and  (C)  from  Power  to  Aftion,  ruling  and  governing  them  in 
its  belly,  as  the  Woman  the  Infant  which  fhe  procreates  in 
her  Matrix.  And  in  this  point  knows  the  underhand ing  of  an 
Artift,  that  D  {. Menftrmm )  hath  a£bion  uponC,  and  {Of  ru¬ 
ling,  governing  and  reducing  them  into  Aftion,  even  as  the 
Heavens  above  do  by  their  motion,  bring  things  Elementary, 
intoaftion,  And  an  Artift  is  to  underhand  that  of  the  two 
fubftances,  of  which  our  Stone  is  compounded,  and  by  which 
it  is  generated,  this,  namely,  D,  {Diffolvent)  is  the  more  prin¬ 
cipal.  Ibid.  In  the  Book  de  Medicinis  fecretis ,  pag.  336.  he  goes 
on;  You  muft  know,  faith  he,  that  hitherto  I  have  not  told 
you  the  moft  fecret  thing  and  matter  of  the  whole  Magiftery, 
which  is  our  incorruptible  Quinteflence,  extracted  out  of  white 
or  red  Wine,  which  we  call  Celeftial  Crown-,  and  Menftruum, 
after  the  fublimations,  putrefaftions,  and  final  depuration  of 
it;  which  Qumteffence  is  indeed  the  foundation,  principal 
matter,  and  Magiftery  of  all  medicinal  things:  My  Son,  if  you 
have  it,  you  will  have  the  Magiftery  of  the  whole  thing,  with¬ 
out  which  nothing  can  be  done. 

But  you-,  My  companions,  know ,  what  mean  the  Menflruums  of 
Diana  ;  you  know ,  I  fay,  they  are  the  highefl  fleer  ets  of  the  more  fe¬ 
cret  Chymy ,  much  more  fecret  than  the  Menflruums  of  Women  ;  that 
the  fame  alfo  were  never  acquired  but  by  the  ext  ream  Fains  and  in¬ 
genuity  of  an  Adept,  mofl  cautioufly  defer ibed,  and  recommended  to 
us  principally  as  the  Keys  of  the  Art :  Tou  ea fly  believe  Lully,  fay¬ 
ing,  Without  thefe  Menflruums  nothing  can  be  done  in  the  Ma¬ 
giftery  of  the- Art  .  Mag.  ISTat.  pag.  3  2,9.  Of  Chriflopher  Farifnus, 

That 
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That  the  great  fecret  lies  in  tliefe  Menflruum  ,  infomuch  if 
they  be  not  known,  nothing  can  be  done  as  to  tuc  tianfmuting 
of  Metals.  Elucid.  pag.  hi.  ^ ol.  6.  Eh-Chym.  Wherefore  I  think 
it  enough  to  declare  to  you  in  Jbort,  that  thefe  Mcnftruurns,  which 
hitherto  you  have  with  Jo  much  finely ,  to  little  purpofe  fought  in  the 
Theoretical  Books  of  Adepts,  are  now  offered  to  you,  being  found  by 
me,  in  Practical  Books,  no  longer  Jhrowded  with  Obfcurity,  but  dij- 
robed,  and  expojed  naked  to  the  Jight  and  undemanding  of  all  men: 
But  you  have  no  caufe  to  fear  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  which 
you  perceive  in  any  IVlenltruum,  it  bein g  familiar  and  mofl  gentle^ 
tecaufe  Philofophical-  Nor  have,  you  need  of  many  Conjurations , 
to  make  it  appear  to  you  ;  for  in  all  P 'apes  of  the  Theor^i^ffBooks — i 
of  Adepts,  it  offers  it  felf  willingly  and  experts  you ,  provided  you 
pray  to  God,  that  he  would  gracioufiy  vouchfafe  to  open  your  Eyes ; 
for  without  his  permijjion  or  jpecial  appointment ,  it  dares  not  mani - 
feff  it  felf  to  you •  By  the  Menflruums  op  the  Adepts,  under fl and 
not  therefore  yours ,  though  they  le  rnofl  fecret  to  you,  be  caufe  I  fear 
they  are  yet  but  vulgar  }  which  diffolving  a  dry  Body,  are  tranfi 
muted  with  it  into  a  Salt  or  Vitriol ,  not  with  a  true,  but  feeming 
coalition  and  mixture ,  which  a  fe arching  Fire  eafily  difeovereth, 
prefently  feparating  thefe  fame  heterogeneous  fubf lances  again  :  On 
the  contrary,  the  unftious  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  does  vy  its. 
TJnbluofity  mollifie  a  dry  Body ,  and  tranfmute  it  not  into  a  Salt  or 
Vitriol,  but  into  an  Oyl :  It  eafily  joyns  things  heterogeneous  by  its 
own  equal  temperament,  and  is  by  its  homogeneity  eafily  joyned  with 
things  homogeneous  to  it,  by  which  alfo  it  is  augmented,  according  to 
that  of  Bernhard:  No  Water  difiolveth  bodies,  but  that  which 
is  of  their  fpecies.  and  which  can  be  infpiffated  in  bodies  ;  for 
a  Diflolvent  ought  not  to  differ  from  that  which  is  aifiolved^in 
matter,  but  proportion  and  digeftion  ;  Pag-  43.  of  his  EpifUes. 
For  Nature  is  not  meliorated,  but  by  its  own  nature  ;  our  mat- 
ter  therefore  can  be  no  otherwife  meiior at ed  jhtyiJjyJls,  .ow ii— 
matter  .Parmenides  faith  the  iame,i.  de  Alcbym- pag-  7  6S.Vol-i- 
Th -  Chym.  This  Spirit  of  Phylofophical  Wine  may  be  united  to  all 
things,  and  is  able  to  unite  all  things  inf e par  ably-  But  they  that 
fiippofe  another  water,  are  ignorant  and  unwife,  and  will  never 
come  to  the  faith  Pariiinus  in  Eluc-p-  % v%-  Voh  6.  1  h.Chym* 
Of  which  Morienus,  pag-  5  z *thus ;  As  to  this  Magiftery,  let  Fools 
leek  other  things,  and  feeking  err ;  for  they  will  never  attain 
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to  the  effeQ:  of -it,  till Sol  and  Luna  be  reduced  into  one  body, 
\rhich  cannot  come  to  pals  before  the  Will  of  God.  Which 
Arnold,  if  1  mftake  not,  thus  expreffeth  :  Ton  will  fooner  joyn  the 
Sun  and  Moon  in  the  Heavens ,  than  Gold  and  Silver  in  the  Earth 
without  our  Menftruums. 

But  you  that  have  hitherto  defired  one  only  univerfal,  immortal , 
indeftruttible  Menftruum,  I  mean,  the  Liquor  Alkaheft.  or  Ignifa- 
qua,  that  undeclinable  word ,  inftead  of  one ,  whereof  you  never  yet 
knew  the  Name ,  Matter ,  Preparation  and  Vfe,  behold  l  1  offer  a 
great  many  kinds  of  univerfal  Menftruums,  in  their  Defcriptions 
more  clear ,  in  Virtues  equivalent ,  if  not  better  than  this  your  Al¬ 
kaheft.  What  others  have  either  obfcurely ,  or  impertinently  faid 
and  written  of  this  Liquor  Alkaheft,  we  little  regard ,  as  Opinions 
and  Conjectures.  By  //^Menftruums  of  the  Adepts,  we  intend  not 
all  manner  of  Difolvents,  prepared  without  the  Spirit  of  Philofo- 
phical  Wine ,  and  only  corroding ,  but  not  in  the  leaf  altering  the  more 
minute  Particles  of  Bodies :  Nor  do  we  under  ft  and  an  immortal  Li¬ 
quor,  not  permanent  with  things  diffolved in  it :  But  by  Menftruum 
we  mean  a  volatile  Liquor  made  fever  al  ways  of  the  Spirit  of  Philo - 
fophical  Wine  and  divers  things,  not  only  feparating  Bodies,  but  alfo 
continuing  with  them  ,  and  altering  them  with  the  addition  of  it 
felf,  fo  as  to  be  no  more  two,  nor  again,  what  they  were  before .  For 
out  of  this  Diffolution  (jhe  folemn  Wedlock,  infepar able  TJnion  and 
Combination  of  Body  and  Menftruum  j  emergeth  a  new  Being,  con¬ 
taining  the  unblemifhed  Properties  of  the  thing  diffolved ,  and  the 
thing  diffolving,  not  at  all  feparable  by  Art  or  Nature. 

Thefe  Menftruums  I  have  diftinguifbed  into  Vegetable  and  ML 
nerals ,  not  as  if  the  Jf  eget able s  were  made  of  -Vegetables  jmly^  and 
the  Mineral  of  Minerals,  but  every  Menftruum,  that  hath  not  mani - 
feft  acidity,  aiding  without  ebullition  and  motion,  is  called  V °getable , 
though  it  be  made  of  meer  Animals  or  Minerals  by  the  Spirit  of  Phi- 
lofophical  Wine.  On  the  contrary,  a  Menftruum  becomes  Mineral, 
fo  foon  as  manifeft  acidity  is  mixed  either  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofo- 
phicalWine,  or  a  Vegetable  Menftruum  ;  for  by  adding  the  acidity, 
it  now  diffolves  Bodies  with  violence  and  effervefcence.  1  havefubdi- 
vided  both  kinds  into  Simple  and  Compound,  but  not  as  if  the  Simple 
confifted  of  fewer  Ingredients,  but  becaufethey  are  of  more  frnple  or 
lefs  virtue.  Simple  Menftruums  tinge  Bodies  diffolved  in  them  lefs9 
but  the  Compounded  more. 
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Vegetable  ME  NSTK  U  U  MS. 

The  Fir  ft  Kind. 

Simple  Vegetable  Menjlrimms  made  of  Phi- 
lofophical  Wine  only. 

I.  The  Heaven,  Effence,  or  Spirit  of  W ine  of  Lully , 
Defer ibed ,  Can.  i.  Dift.  i.  Lib.  De  Quinta  Ef~ 
fentia. 

TAke  Wine  Red  or  White,  the  belt  that  may  be 

had or  at  leaft  take  Wine  that  is  not  any  way 
eager,  neither  too  little  nor  too  much  thereof, 
and  diftil  an  Aqua  ar dens, as  the  cuftom  is, through 
Brafs  Pipes, and  then  reftifie  it  four  times  for  better 
purification.  But  I  tell  you  it  is  enough  to  re&ifie  it  three  times, 
and  flop  it  clofe,  that  the  burning  Spirit  may  not  exhale,  be- 
caufe  herein  have  many  men  erred,  thinking  it  ought  to  befe- 
ven  times  rectified,  But  my  Son,  it  is  an  infallible  fign  to  you 
when  you  fliall  have  feen  that  Sugar  Beeped  in  it,  and  being 
put  to'the  flame  burneth  awty  as  Aqua  ardens.  Now  having 
the  water  thus  prepared,  you  have  the  matter  out  of  which 
the  Quinteflence  is  to  be  made,  which  is  one  principal  thing  we 
intend  to  treat  of  in  this  Book.  Take  therefore  that,  and  put  it 
in  a  circulating  Veflel,  or  in  a  Pelican,  which  is  called  the  Vef- 
fel  of  Hermes ,  and  flop  the  hole  very  clofe  with  Olilanim  or 
Majlick  being  foft,  or  quick  Lime  mixed  with  the  White  of 

C  ?7"gs. 
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Eggs,  and  put  it  in  Dung,  which  is  naturally  mod  hot,  or  the 
reraainings  of  a  Wine-Prefs,  in  which  no  heat  mull  be  by  ac¬ 
cident  diminilhed,  which  you  may  do,  my  Son,  if  you  put  a 
great  quantity  of  wiiich  you  pleafe  of  thofe  things  at  a  corner  of 
the  Houfe,  which  quantity  mud  be  about  thirty  Load  :  This 
ought  to  be,  that  the  Vefiel  may  not  waut  heat,  becaufe  lhould 
heat  be  wanting,  the  circulation  of  the  water  would  be  im¬ 
paired,  and  that  which  we  feek  for  uneffefted ;  but  if  a 
continual  heat  be  adminiftred  to  it  by  continual  circulati¬ 
ons,  our  Quinteflence  will  be  feparated  in  the  colour  of 
Heaven,  which  may  be  feen  by  a  diametrical  Line,  which 
divides  the  upper  part ,  that  is  the  Quinteflence  ,  from 
the  lower,  namely,  from  the  Fteces,  which  are  of  a  muddy  co¬ 
lour.  Circulation  being  continued  many  days  together  in  a 
circulating  Veiled,  or  in  the  Veil'd  of  Hermes ,  the  Hole,  W  hich 
you  flopp’d  with  the  faid  Matter,  mud  be  opened,  and  if  a 
wonderful  Scent  go  out,  fo  as  that  no  fragrancy  of  the  world 
can  be  compared  to  it;  infomuch  as  putting  the  Veil'd  to  a  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  Houfe,  it  can  by  an  invifible  Miracle  draw  all  that 
pafs  in,  to  it ;  or  the  Vefiel  being  put  upon  a  Tower,  draws 
all  Birds  within  the  reach  of  its  Scent,  fo  as  to  caufe  them  to 
Hand  about  it.  Then  will  you  have,  my  Son,  our  Quinteflence 
which  is  otherwife  call’d  Vegetable  Mercury  at  your  will,  to  ap¬ 
ply  in  the  Magiftery  of  the  tranfmutation  of  Metals :  But  if  you 
find  not  the  influx  of  Attraction,  flop  the  Veflel  again,  as  be¬ 
fore  ;  and  put  it  in  the  place  before  appointed,  and  there  let  it 
Hand  till  you  attain  to  the  aforefaid  Sign.  But  this  Quinteflence 
thus  glorified,  will  not  have  that  Scent,  except  a  Body  be  dif- 
folved  in  it,  nor  have  that  heat  in  your  mouth  as  Aqua  ardens 
This  is  indeed  by  the  Philofophers  call’d  the  Key  of  the  whole 
Art  of  Philofophy  ,  and  as  well  Heaven,  as  our  Quinteflence, 
which  arrives  to  fo  great  a  fublimity,  that  either  with  it  by  it 
(elf  alone ,  or  with  the  earthly  Stars  (. Metals )'  the  Operator 
of  this  work  may  do  miracles  upon  the  Earth. 


/ 


Annch 


( 


\ 


c  3 ; 


-  «  Annotations. 

\  ‘  .  *  .  ■  ^ 

/-ip  H  E  twenty  four  following  Kinds  of  Menflruums  willpr  ove  , 
that  amongft  the  Diffolvents  of  the  Adepts,  no  one  is  made 
without  the  Vegetable  Mercury,  or  Spirit  0/Philofophical  Wine ; 
for  it  is  the  foundation ,  beginning  and  end  of  them  all :  Tea  it  is  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  various  and  diftinlt  degrees  of  its  ftrength,  fometimes 
the  leaf ,  fometimes  the  greatefl  of  all  the  Menftruums.  It  is  the 
leaf  and  weakeft ,  when  it  doth  ly  its  fwple  VnAuofity  diffolve  only 
the  unttuous  or  oyly  parts  of  Vegetables ,  but  either  re  jell  or  leave 
untouched  the  Remainder  being  lefs  oyly  and  heterogeneous  to  it  felf  \ 
it  becomes  the  ftrongejl  when  we  temper  its  TJnlluofity  with  Arids, 
ft  hat  is,  dry  things ,  not  Oyly )  for  fo  it  is  made  homogeneous  to 
things  dry -oyly,  and  to  things  meerly  dry .  In  ref  pell  of  which  Ho¬ 
mogeneity  ,  the  Menftruums  of  the  Adepts  differ  from  the  common, 
becaufe  they  do  by  reafon  of  the  faid  Homogeneity ,  remain  with  the 
things  diffolved  infeparably  ;  yea,  are  augmented  by  them,  but  not 
with  the  leaft  fat ur  at  ion,  tranfmuted  and  melted  into  a  third  fub- 
>  fiance,  and  fo  cannot  part  without  the  diminution  or  deftrulUon  of 
their  former  Virtues .  The  permanent  Homogeneity  of  Menftru¬ 

ums  with  things  to  be  diffolve d,  is  the  reafon  why  Effences  are  made 
with  firnple  Vegetable  Menftruums  ,  but  Magifteries  with  the  fame 
compounded,  and  fo  thefe  operate  more  ftrongly ,  thofe  more  weakly. 
This  is  it,  to  comprehend  all  in  a  word,  which  Jhews  us  the  various 
kinds  of  Menftruums  diftinlt  one  from  another  in  fo  many  fever  at 
degrees,  now  to  be  defcribed  and  illuftrated  by  our  Annotations . 

But  that  you  may  more  eafly  underftand  the  following  Receipts 
and  me  alfo,I  thought  it  neceffary  to  preadmonifto  fome  certain  things 
concerning  the  Nature  and  Property  of  this  Spirit  of  Wine,  left  you 
fhould  fudge  amifs  of  a  thing  not  fufficiently  underftood. 

Fir  ft,  Teu  are  not  to  take  the  Spirit  of  common  Wine,  though  ne- 
*  ver  fo  much  rellified,  for  the  Philofophical  Spirit  of  Wine ;  for  fo 
the  following  Receipts  of  all  Menftruums  would  be  erroneous  and 

fedueing • 

Having  occafion  (faith  Zachariasf  for  a  moft  excellent  Aqua- 
Vitae  for  thediflblving  of  a  mark  or  half  a  pound  of  Gold,  we 
bought  a  large  VefTel  of  the  beft  Wine,  out  of  which  we  did 

by  aPeilican  obtain  great  plenty  of  Aqua  vitae,  whic*h  was  ot- 
■  -  C  z  teu 
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ten  reftified  in  many  Glafs-VefTels  bought  for  that  end  :  then  we 
put  one  Mark  of  our  Gold, being  before  calcin’d  a  whole  month, 
and  four  Marks  of  Aqua  vitoe  into  two  Glafs-VefTels,  one  Retort 
entring  into  the  other,  being  fealed,  and  both  placed  in  two 
great  round  Furnaces :  we  bought  alfo  Coals  to  the  value  of 
thirty  Crowns  at  one  time,  to  continue  Fire  under  it  for  the 
ipace  indeed  of  a  whole  Year.  We  might  have  kept  Fire  for 
ever  before  any  congelation  w7ould  have  been  made  in  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  VefTels,  as  the  Receipt  promifed,  no  folution  pre¬ 
ceding  ;  for  we  did  not  operate  upon  a  due  matter,  nor  was 
that  the  true  water  of  Solution,  which  ought  to  diffolve  our 
Gold,  as  appeared  by  experience,  pag.  783.  VoU  1.  Th .  Chym . 
Ripley  admonifheth  us  of  the  fame  thing,  who  faith ,  Some  think 
that  this  Fire  (  this  Fiery  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine')  is  drawn 
from  Wine  according  to  the  common  way,  and  that  it  is  refti¬ 
fied  by  diflillations  often  repeated,  till  its  watry  Phlegm,  which 
impedes  the  power  of  its  Igneity,  be  wholly  taken  from  it.  But 
when  fuch  a  fort  of  Water  (which  Fools  call  Pure  Spirit)though 
a  hundred  times  reftified,  be  call  upon  the  Calxes  ol  any  Bo¬ 
dy,  Jbe  it  never  fo  well  prepared,  we  do  neverthelefs  fee,  that 
it  is  found  weak  and  infufficient  as  to  the  aft  of  diflolving  a 
Body,  with  the  prefervation  of  its  Form  and  Species,  Cap .  x.fuat 
Me  did.  ThiL  Common  Wine  ( faith  he  a  little  lower )  is  hot, 
but  there  is  another  fort  much  hotter,  wbofe  whole  fubftance  is 
by  reafon  of  its  aerity  mod  eafiiy  kindled  by  Fire,  and  the 
Tartar  of  this  unftuous  Humor  is  thick ;  for  fo  faith  Raymund: 
That  Tartar  is  blacker  than  the  Tartar  from  the  black  Grapes 
of  Catalonia  ;  whereupon  it  is  called  Nigrum  nigrius  Nigro ;  that 
is,1  Black  blacker  than  Black :  and  this  humidity  being  unftuous, 
doth  therefore  better  agree  with  the  Unftuofity  of  Metals, 
•than  the  Spirit  extracted  from  common  Wine,  becaufe  by  its 
liquefaftive  virtue  Metals  are  diflblved  into  Water;  which  ope¬ 
ration  the  Spirit  of  ( 'Common )  Wine  cannot  perform  ;  which, 
how  ftrong  foever,  is  nothing  elfe  but  clear  water  mix’d  with  a 
kind  of  Phlegmatick  Water,  where  on  the  contrary,  in  this 
our  Unftuous  Spirit  diftilled,  there  is  no  Phlegmatick  aquofity 
found  at  all.  But  this  thing  being  rare  in  our  Parts,  as  well  as 
other  Countries,  Guido  Montanor  therefore  the  Grecian  Philofo- 
pher  found  out  another  unftuous  humidity,  which  fwimsupon 

other 
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other  Liquors ,  which  humidity  proceeds  from  Wine ;  to  the 
kuowledge  hereof  attain’d  Raymund ,  Arnold ,  and  fome  other 
Phiiofophers,  but  how  it  might  be  obtained,  laid  not. 

O  tortas  adeo  mentes  /  afTuetaque  falli 
Artificum  vario  rerum  per  inania  duftu 
Pedtora  !  cum  duris  quid  mollia  vina  metallis  ? 
Apta  epulis,  atque  apta  bibi  fuaviflima  vina  ? 
Hie  tamen  expreflfam  proelis  torquentibns  uvam 
Accipit,  &  phialse  poftrema  in  parte  reponit, 
Cujus  in  extremo  roftrum  connedtitur  ore,  &c. 

Thus  facetioujly  fings  the  Poet  and  Adept  Augurellus,  Lib.  2. 
Chryf.  pag.  206.  V ol.  3 .  Th.  Chym. 

z.lhat  you  take  not  any  Oyl, though  an  hundred  times  reStified,  in - 
ftead  of  the  Spirit  of  Thilofophical  Wine ;  for  all  oyly  matters,  whe¬ 
ther  dift  i/led  or  exprejfed ,  natural  or  artificial,  alone ,  hut  much 
more  mixt  with  other*  things ,  as  Alkalies,  Acids^c.  do  by  diftilling, 
dige fling,  &c.  in  Bath ,  Dung ,  Vapor,  &c.  become,  thick ,  pitchy  yea, 
at  length  dry ,  infipid ,  black  as  a  Coal ,  and  fome  times  like  a  Tyle , 
capable  of  being  made  red  hot ;  which  is  a  manifefl  fign ,  that  they 
want  rather  a  Diffolvent,  than  are  themfelves  Diffolvents • 

3.  It  is  necejfary  to  obferve  that  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical 
Wine  appears  in  two  forms,  either  like  an  Oyl  fwimming  upon  all 
Liquors,  or  like  the  Spirit  of  Common  Wine  Qto  ,  the  Nature  of 
which  it  comes  fometimes  nearer,  and  therefore  doth  from  the  Ana¬ 
logy  borrow  its  Name  )  not  fwimming  upon  watry  Liquors,  but  mix ~ 
ible  with  them  and  its  own  Fhlegm  ;  yet  fe par  able  by  fimple  Difl  il¬ 
lation,  it  eafdy  by  this  means  leaving  its  Phlegms  behind  it ;  but  if 
being  re  Stifled,  and  kindled,  it  burns  wholly  away,  it  affords  us 
the  common  fign  of  perfeSt  Testification  of  the  common  Spirit,  but 
however,  they  are  not  two,  but  one  only  Spirit,  differing  in  degree 
of  purity  andfubtilty .  Which  to  prove ,  is  not  neceffary,  examples 
being  obvious  to  us  in  almo ft  every  Defer ipt ion  of  //^Vegetable 
Menftruums. 

4.  Laftly,  DiftinStion  mufl  be  made  between  the  firfl  and  fecond 
Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine?  Father  and  Son.  The  firfl  doth  m 

its 
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its  preparation  require  Laborem  Sophioe,  the  mofl  fecret,  diffi¬ 
cult  and  dangerous  work  of  all  true  Chymijtry •  The  fecond  is  eafily 
made  with  the  former  Spirit  according  to  the  Rule  of  perfed  Chy - 
miftry  :  An  Eflence  makes  an  Edence,  a  Magiftery  a  Magiftery. 
Differ  they  do  in  Order ,  not  in  Nature  ;  they  are  loth  of  one  Virtue, 
though  of  different  preparation:  for  this,  as  hath  been  lately  [aid, is  of 
a  more  eafie,thdt  of  a  mor  difficult  preparation^ [fences  they  are  both, the 
former  artificial ,  the  other  natural,  in  Medecines  therefore  unequal , 
though  alike  in  Chymiftry  ,  as  Menftruums  ,  but  they  are  eafily  di- 
flinguijhed  one  from  the  other  by  their  Epithets .  The  firft  hath 
thefe  more  general  Names  in  the  Latine  Tongue,  Edentia  Vini,  Al¬ 
cool  Virii,  Mercurius  Vini,  Vinum  Vit^5  Vinum  Salutis,  A- 
qua  Vit x,  Aqua  ardens,  Vinum  aduftum,  Vinum  fublimatum, 
&c.  Examples  fof  which  you  will  have  in  thefe  and  the  like  Re¬ 
ceipts  :  Take  beaten  Gold,  and  let  it  be  refolded  into  Liquor 
by  the  Edence  of  Wine;  Paracelf.  in  Dejcript .  Aur'i  Diaphoret . 
Lib .  3  .dt'tnale  curatis .  Take  Flints, and  didolve  them  in  the  Ef- 
fenceof  Wine ,  as  Salt  irl  Water,  (Ac.  Paracelf  in  Defer  ipt.  Effen - 
tire  filicum,cap.  18.  de  Morbis  Tartar,  pag.  3x7.  Take  the  Crocus 
of  Sol,  and  the  Alcool  of  Wine,  correded,  (Ac.  Paracelf.  in  Tintt, 
Croci  Solis,  lib.de  preeparat.  pag,  81.  The  Alcool  of  Wine  exiccated 
or  corrected,  is,  faith  Paracelfus,  when  the  fuperfluity  of  the 
Wine  is  taken  away,  and  the  Vinum  ardens  remains  dry  and  de- 
phlegmed,  without  fatnefs,  leaving  no  Faeces  in  the  Veflel,  pag. 
5*07.  But  as  to  this,  you  will  have  many  more  Examples,  efpe dally 
in  the  following  Book  of  Medecines. 

The  Second  Spirit  0/Philofoplncal  Wine  hath  its  Sirnames  an¬ 
nexed  to  thefe  more  general  Names,  indicating  tlje  radix  of  its  Ori¬ 
ginal,  of  which  the  following  Receipts  may  be  for  Examples.  Take 
the  Leaves  of  Sol  four  fcruples,  of  the  Alcool  of  Wine  drawn  from 
a  Pine ,  from  Balm,  ana.  (Ac.  Paracelf.  in  defcript.'Balfami  Solis , 
pag.  90.  Chyr.  major.  '  The  Extradion  of  Mummy  is  made  by 
mixing  it  with  the  Effence  of  Wine  drawn  from  Celandine,  (Ac. 
Parac.  in  defeript.  Tindurce  Mum  'ue,  cap.  10.  Lib.  3.  de  Vita  long, 
pag.  67.  Take  the  Effence  of  Wine  drawn  from  Celandine,  Mer¬ 
cury  of  Saturn,  &c.  Paracelf  Lib.  8.  cap.  10.  de  Tumorilus ,  Pip. 
ftulis ,  &c.  7^.138.  Chyr.  major .  In  thefe  and  the  like  Receipts  he 
does  by  the  Alcool  of  Wine,  drawn  from  the  Pine,  Balm,  Celan¬ 
dine,  (Ac.  mean  the  fecond  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  or  the 
Effence  of  thofe  things  made  with  the  former  Spirit ,  which  aljois 


6 X. Where  Paracellus  calls  the  fences  oj  """VTi:  ,7,w^Trif 
or  the  Wine  of  Health,  made  from  this  or  '  ^L®?,  jft. 

faith )  will  be  mantfefted  in  the  example  of  Balm.  Digeft  Balm 
'(with  the  firft  Spirit  cfl’hilofophical  Wine)  a  Philofophical Month 
in  an  A t liana r,  then  feparatelo,  as  that  the  duplicated  Elements 
may  appear  apart,  and  the  Quinteilence  ,  whica  is  te  txir 
of  Life!  will  pre  ently  lhew  it  ielf,  in  Nepitha  ilmrp  m  Lolium 
yellow,  in  Tinchm  blackiih,  in  Lupulus,  thin  anc  w  11  e>  1  UJ 
cut  a  harfh,  in  others  like  wife  tobejudgd  according  to  the  Pre- 
feript  of  Experience.  Moreover  that  Spirit  being  -  extracted, 
and  feparated  from  the  other,  behold  the  Wine  of  Health, 
f  Efence  of  Balm  )  in  which  the  Pfeudo-Philofophers  have  ear- 
neftly  laboured  lome  Ages,  yet  never  acquired  any  t  ting, 
a  good  part  of  them  that’ followed  Raymond  (intending  to  follow 
him  according  to  the  Letter ,  mderftanding  Mine  re  or  n  ^)5_mP 
tied  feme  Butts  of  Winein  extra&ing  the  Qutntedence  of  .  Wine, 
but  found  nothing  at  all  but  burnt  Wine,  which  tney  unhap¬ 
pily  ufed  for  the  Spirit  of  Wine :  fufficient  it  is  to  have  thus  ad- 
monilhed  the  Spagyrift,  which  way  the  Quinteilence  may  e 

had  in  Herbs.  ,  .  T,r.  7 

this  twofold,  the  fir  ft  as  well  as  fecond  Spirit  of  Wine  my  he 

made  not  only  out  of  the  V ige  table,  hut  the  Anima  ing  omajo  . 
So  is  it  read  of  the  Aqua  Vita:  and  Phlegm  of  the  Wine  of  Vnne, 
in  the  16  th.  Experiment  of  Lully,,  and  in  ParamroPtxtacdlgpag. 
e  7. Many  have  diligently  laboured  to  find  in  man  his  own 
Health,  Aqua  vitce,  Lapis  Philofophorum,  Arcanum,  Baljamum, 
Aurum  pot  Me,  and  the  like.  Which  they  did  rightly  ;  for  all 
thofe  tilings  are  in  him,  as  alfo  in  the  external  world.  So  alp 
hath  he  a  defection  of  the  Liquor  of  Flejh,  fag.  505.  Take  of  the 
Liquor  of  Fleffi fix  ounces,  ot  Mummy,  &c.  Hereby  Liquor,  he 
means  the  Wine  of  Flejh,  which  is  proved  ly  Paracellus  himjel  ; 
fayini.  Where  and  according  to  this  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  tlie 
Wine  of  Balm  is  a  Secret  in  an  Afthma  :  Here  alto  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  by  Pulmonaria ,  not  the  Herb,  but  the  Liquor, 
that  is,  the  Wine  of  it  hath  place  in  this  Cure  :  In  which  words, 
the  Liquor  and  Wine  of  Pulmonaria,  are  fynommous.  So  in  Lib. 

8.  de  Tumorihus,  cap.  3.  By  the  Liquor  of  Hermodacnls.  And  cap. 

9.  By  the  Liquor  of  Balm ;  and  lib.  9.  cap.  4.  By  the  Liquor 
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Parthenion,  And  cap.  q.  By  the  Liqnor  of  Bdellium,  &c.  The 
Wines  or  EJfences  of  them  all  ought  to  le  under  flood .  Though 
neither  the  fir  ft  nor  fecond  Spirit  can  he  produced  out  of  the  dry 
Kingdom  of  Minerals  ( there  are  indeed  fome  purely  Oyly9  as  Ole¬ 
um  Petrie,  Naphtha?,  Carbonum  foflilium,  Succini,  Agathis, 
&c.  which  are  reputed  Members  of  this  Kingdom ,  the  Oleofity  of 
which  notwithftanding  differs  fo  little  from  the  Z>n£luofity  of  Vege¬ 
tables  and  Animals ,  that  fcarce  deferve  to  be  called  Subjetls  there - 
of )  yet  for  the  fame  reafon  that  the  F fences  and  Liquors  of  Vege¬ 
tables  are  called  Wines ,  is  an  Effence  of  the  Mineral  Kingdom ,  fome- 
times  alfo  called  the  Liquor  and  Wine  of  Minerals  ;  Jo  the  Liquor 
or  Effence  of  Vitriol  or  Copper  is  called  Wine  of  the  fir  ft  Metal, 
Cap .  12.  Lib*  3 .  de  Vita  longa, pag*  65. 

*  Being  now  inftrufled  by  the  light  of  thefe  Premifes ,  let  us  come 
nearer  to  the  Spirit  of  Wine  of  Lully,  which  we  fhall  find  like  an 
Oyl  fwimming  upon  its  Phlegms ,  deduced  not  from  the  Common ,  but 
Philofophical  Aqua  vita?  by  Circulation:  But  all  other  EJfences 
being  made  by  the  help  of  fome  certain  Effence ,  this  firft  Effence  of 
Wine  alone  mufl  by  its  own  virtues  emerge  its  felf  cut  of  its  own 
fceculencies  and  impurities  :  In  this  ref  pell  the  making  of  Philofo¬ 
phical  Wine  (red  or  white )  renders  the  work  of  all  the  mofl  fecret 
Chymiftry  mofl  difficult  and  abftrufe  ;  of  which  we  fhall  by  the  Blefi 
fing  of  GodJ  clearly  and  truly  treat  in  a  particular  Book  ;  namely , 
our  Fifth .  Our  purpofe  at  prefent  is  to  profecute  the  Vfe  of  this 
Wine  in  the  making  of  Menftruums,  where  we  find  Aqua  vita?  the 
firft  and  weakeft  oj  all  Menftruums,  which ,  being  by  circulation 
alone  reduced  into  an  Oyl ,  is  made  much  more  excellent  than  before . 
Lully5*  Receipt  is  clear  enough  ;  yet  however  we  thought  it  advifa- 
ble  to  confirm  at  leaft ,  if  not  illuftrate  it  with  the  Receipts  of  other \ 
Adepts .  Johannes  de  RupefcilTa,  a  Scholar  of  Lully,  had  fo 

freat  an  efteem  for  the  firjl  Diftinttion  of  his  Mafters  Book  of 
silence  ,  that  he  made  it  his  own  with  a  little  alteration  :  He 
hath  defcribed  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  after  this  wan¬ 
ner  : 

s 

II.  The 
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2.  The  Eflence,  Soul  or  Spirit  of  Wine  of  Johan¬ 
nes  de  Rupefcijfa,  def cubed  Chap  5.  of  his  Book, 
de  Quintejfentia. 

REpute  me  not  a  Liar,  in  calling  Aqua  ardens  a  Quintef- 
lence,  and  faying  that  none  of  the  modern  Philofophers 
and  Phyficians  have  attained  to  it,  Aqua  ardens  being  com¬ 
monly  found  every  where  ;  for  I  fpoke  true  of  a  certain  :  for 
the  Magiftery  of  a  Quinteffence  is  a  thing  occult,  and  I  have 
not  feen  above  one,  and  him  a  moft  approved  Divine,  that 
underftood  any  thing  of  the  Secret  and  Magiftery  of  it:  And 
I  affirm  for  a  truth, that  the  Quinteffence  is  Aqua  ardens ,  and  is 
Aqua  ardens.  And  may  the  God  of  Heaven  put  prudence  in 
the  heart  of  Evangelical  Men,  for  whom  I  compofe  this  Book, 
not  to  communicate  this  Venerable  Secret  of  God  to  the  Repro¬ 
bates  :  Behold  now  I  open  the  Truth  to  you.  Take  not  Wine 
too  watry,  nor  Wine  that  is  black,  earthy,  infipid,  but  no¬ 
ble,  pleafant,  favoury,  and  odoriferous  Wine,  the  beft  that 
can  be  found,  and  diftill  it  through  cooling  pipes  fo  oft,  till 
you  have  made  the  beft  Aqua  ardens  you  can;  that  is,  you  di¬ 
ftill  it  from  three  to  feven  times  ;  and  this  is  the  Aqua  ardens 
which  'die  modern  Phyficians  have  not  acquired.  This  water 
is  the  Matter  out  of  which  the  Quinteffence  which  we  intend 
principally  in  this  Book,  is  extracted  :  becaufe  when  you  have 
your  noble  water,  you  muft  caufe  fuch  a  Deftillatory  to  be 
made  in  a  Glafs-makers  Furnace,  all  entire  of  one  piece,  with 
one  only  hole  above,  by  which  the  water  muft  be  put  in  and 
drawn  out ;  for  then  you  lhall  fee  the  Inftrument  fo  compleat- 
ly  formed,  that,  that  which  by  the  virtue  of  Fire  afcends,  and 
is  diftilied  into  the  Veffel  through  the  Pipes,  may  be  again  car¬ 
ried  back,  in  order  to  afcend  again,  and  again  defcend  continu¬ 
ally  day  and  night,  till  the  Aqua  ardens  be  by  the  will  of  God 
above,  "converted  into  a  Quinteflence ;  and  the  underftanding 
of  the  Operation  is  in  this ;  becanfe  the  beft  Aqua  ardens  that 
can  be  made ,  hath  yet  a  material  mixture  of  the  four  Ele¬ 
ments  ;  therefore  it  is  by  God  ordained,  that  the  Quinteflence 
which  we  Leek  for,  fhould  be  by  continual  Afcenfions  and  De- 

D  fcenfions 
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fcenfions  feparated  from  the  corruptible  compofition  of  the 
four  Elements ;  and  this  is  done,  becaufe  that  which  is  a  fecond 
time  or  oftner  fublimed,  is  more  pure  and  glorified,  and  fepa¬ 
rated  from  the  corruption  of  the  four  Elements,  than  when  it 
afcends  only  one  time,  and  fo  to  a  thoufand  times,  and  that 
which  is  by  continual  afcent  and  defcent  fublimed,  comes  at 
length  to  fo  great  an  altitude  of  Glorification,  as  to  be  almoft 
an  incorruptible  Compound,  as  Heaven  it  felf,  and  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  Heaven ;  it  is  therefore  called  Quintefience,  becaufe 
it  is  in  reference  to  our  Body  as  the  Heavens  in  refpett  to  the 
whole  World  ;  almoft  after  the  fame  manner,  fo  far  as  Art  can 
imitate  Nature,  in  a  near  and  connatural  fimilitude. 

Circular  Diiullation  therefore  being  for  many  days  made  in 
a  Vefiel  of  Circulation,  you  muft  open  the  hole  which  is  in  the 
head  of  the  Vefiel,  which  is  indeed  fuppos’d  to  have  beenfeal’d 
with  a  Seal  made  of  Lutum  Sapientice ,  compounded  of  the  fi- 
neft  Flower  and  the  White  of  an  Egg,  and  of  wet  Paper  moft 
carefully  pick’d  and  mix’d,  to  prevent  the  leaft  exhaling.  And 
having  opened  the  Hole,  if  the  Odour  (which  ought  to  be 
fuper-admirable,  above  all  the  Fragrancies  of  the  world)  which 
fhall  feem  to  havedefcended  as  it  were  from  the  fublime  Throne 
of  the  moft  glorious  God,  be  fo  great,  that  fetting  the  Vefiel 
in  a  corner  of  a  houfe,  it  fhall  by  an  invifible  force  with  the 
fragrancy  of  the  Quintefience  (which  is  wonderful  and  highly 
miraculous)attra£t  to  it  felf  all  people  that  enter  in ;  then  have 
you  the  Quintefience  whichyou  heard  of ;  to  which  none  of  the 
modern  Philofophers  and  Phyficians  (except  him  that  I  except¬ 
ed  before)  have  fo  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  underftand,  at¬ 
tained.  But  if  you  find  not  the  Odour  and  Influence  of  attraff- 
ingmen,  aslfaid,  feal  the  Vefiel  as  before,  and  bring  it  to  the 
heat  above  defcribed,  in  order  to  compafs  your  defire  by  Subli¬ 
mations  and  Circulations ;  namely,  in  finding  out  this  Quintef- 
fence  fo  glorified,  into  an  Odour  of  ineftimable  fragrancy  and 
favour  glorified  tq  a  wonder,  and  the  influx  of  attraftion  before 
exprefled ;  and  not  only  fo  as  to  yield  a  wonderful  Scent,  but 
alio  toraifeit  felf  more  fully  to  a  kind  of  incorruptibility  .•  it 
hath  not  that  heat  in  your  mouth  which  Aqua  ardens  hath,  nor 
that  mo'iftnefs,  that  is,,  fuch  an  Aqueity  flowing,  becaufe  the 
acute  heat  of '  the  Aqua  ardem ;  and  its  watery  moiftnefs  is  by 
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Sublimations  and  Circulations  wholly  confumed,  and  the  Ter- 
reity  will  remain  apart  in  the  bottom :  And  the  Heaven  as 
well  as  Stars, of which  this  our  Qumteflence  is  compounded  both 
as  to  Matter  and  Form,  are  not  as  that  which  is  compounded 
of  the  four  Elements;  but  there  is  but  little  of  it  glorified  fo 
much  even  to  the  higliefi,  fill’d  with  fo  noble  a  form,  that  the 
power  of  Matter  cannot  afpire  to  any  other  Form,  and  fo  re¬ 
mains  uncorrupted,  till  the  Compofition  be  deftroyed  by  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Creator :  Nor  is  the  Qumteffence  which  we  feek, 
altogether  reduced  to  the  incorruption  of  Heaven  ;  as  neither 
is  Art  equal  to  Nature  :  yet  notwithftanding  it  is  incorruptible 
in  refpeft  of  the  Compofition  made  of  the  lour  Elements,  be- 
caufe  Ihould  it  be  altogether  incorruptible,  as  Heaven, it  would 
abfolutely  perpetuate  our  Body ;  which  the  Author  of  Nature, 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  forbids.  Now  have  I  opened  to  you 
much  of  the  Secret,  to  the  Glory  of  the  immortal  God. 

Paracelfus  extratts  his  EJfence  of  Philofophical  Wine  not  out 
if  Aqua  ardens,  but  out  of  Philofophical  Wine  it  felf*  Thus; 

3.  The  Spirit  of  Wine  of  Paracelfus  :  Defcribed, 
Cha  p.  9.  of  the  Third  Book  of  Long  Life ,  fag.6  4. 

YOur  Wine  being  powred  into  a  Pelican,  digeft  in  Horfe- 
dung,  and  that  the  fpace  of  two  Months  continually, 
you  will  fee  itfo  thin  and  pure,  that  a  Fatnefs,  which  is  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Wine ,  will  of  it  felf  appear  in  the  fuperficles.  Whatfoever 
is  under  this  is  Phlegm,  without  any  nature  of  Wme;  but  the 
Fatnefs  alone  being  put  into  a  Phial,  and  digefted  by  it  felf,  is 
of  moll:  excellent  energy  for  long  Life. 

Guido  jtfed  the  following  Method ,  little  differing  from  the 

Paracellian. 
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4.  The  Eflence  of  Wine  according  to  Guido, 
Described,  Pag.  1.  Thefaur.  Chym. 

/*  l™^Ake  White  or  Red  Wine,  which  is  better,  diftil  by  Bal- 

|  neo  till  the  Matter  remain  in  the  confidence  of  Honey, 
which  being  divided  into  two  parts  in  a  duplicated  Cucurbit, 
mixt  with  the  diftilled  Liquor,  and  joyn  together  again,  and 
after  the  digeflion  of  fix  weeks,  a  green  Oyl  will  fwim  upon 
the  Matter  ,*  which  feparate  through  a  Funnel. 

From  the  Receipts,  we  think  thefe  Things  follow¬ 
ing  worthy  of  Obfervation. 

1.  That  the  Wine ,  Red  or  White ,  is  not  Common ,  but  Phtlofo - 
phical,  and  that  is  the  only  thing  that  is  olfcure  in  thefe  four  Books  ; 
to  be  underflood  not  according  to  the  Letter ,  but  by  Analogy:  but 
Aqua  ardens.  Aqua  vitae,  Spirit  or  Eflence  of  a  Philolophical 
Wine  are  the  proper  Names  of  it.  •  _  *  ,  : 

1.  That  the  Aqua  ardens  e/ Philolophical  Wine  doth  in  fome 
things  agree  with  the  Properties  of  Common  Spirit  of  Wine  j 
namely ,  it  goes  before  its  Phlegm  in  diflillation  :  it  is  rectified  as 
the  Common.,  from  its  Phlegm.  Laflly ,  being  rectified,  it  is 
known  by  burning  Linnen,  Sugar,  &c. 

3.  That  this  Aqua  ardens  doth  by  Circulation  dayly  lofe  its  moi- 

fture  and  jharpnefs  ;  and  is  at  length  converted  into  afwimming  Oyl, 
the  Eflence  and  Spirit  of  Plnlofophical  Wine.  But  who  ever  redu¬ 
ced  Common  Spirit  of  W ine,  or  AquaVitiS,  by  bare  Circulation 
into  an  Oyl  ?  Who,  I  fay,  hath  by  continual  Circulation  brought  that 
Oyl  to  Drinefs  ;  fo  as  to  be  fublime able  as  a  volatile  Salt,  and  that 
not  but  by  a  flrong  Fire,  as  Ifaacus  affirms  himfelf  to  have  expe¬ 
rienced,  in  the  Defcription  of  his  Vegetable  Stone  t  Of  which  lower 
in  the  Third  Book.  • 

4.  That  the  Oyl,  or  Eflence  of  Wine  may  be  divers  ways  made 
out  of  Philolophical  Wine. 

y.  That  not  only  the-- Time,  but  alfo  the  Scent,  Colour,  &c.  of 
the  Eflence  are  varied  according  to  the  variety  of  Method :  The 
Eflence  c/Lully  is  like  Heaven,  that  is,  of  a  Sky-colour  ;  the  Oyl  of 
Guido  is  green.  d.  That 
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6.  That  it  hath  not  a  Scent  fo  fragrant ,  unlefs  it  hatha  Body 
(efpecially  a  Metallick  or  Miner  at)  diffolved  in  it. 

7.  That  this  Heaven. ,  the  firfl  of  all  Menftruums,  is  alfo  a  Mo¬ 
de  cine  ;  and  is  called  the  Eflence  or  Specifick  to  a  long  Life- 

8.  That  it  is  called  Heaven  for  fever al  Reafons  by  Lully. 

Firfl;,  Becaufe  it  works  Contraries ,  like  Heaven .  Our  Vege- 

table  Menftruum  ,  faith  Lully ,  the  Celeftial  Animal,  which  is 
call’d  Quinteflence,  prefer  ves  Flelh  from  corruption,  comiorts 
things  elemented,  reftores  former  Youth,  vivifies  the  Spirit, 
digefts  the  crude,  hardeneth  the  foft,  rarifies  the  hard,  fattens 
'  the  lean,  wafleth  the  fat,  cools  the  hot,  heats  the  cold  ,  dries 
the  moift,  moiftens  alfo  the  dry  :  One  ;and  the  fame  thing  can 
do  contrary  operations.  The  Aft  of  one  thing  is  diverfified 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  Receiver ;  as  the  heat  of  the  Sun, 
which  hath  contrary  operations;  as  in  drying  Clay,  and  melt¬ 
ing  Wax  :  yet  the  Aft  of  the  Sun  is  one  in  it  felf,  and  not  con¬ 
trary  to  it  felf.  ■  ■ 

Secondly,  Becaufe  like  Heaven  it  receives  the  Forms  of  all 
Things.  As  the  univerfal  Form  Qthe  flfacrocofmical  Heaven  ) 
hath  an  appetite  to  every  Form,  fo  the  Quinteflence  Qof  Phi- 
lofophical  Wine}  to  every  Complexion  ;  whereby  it  isf  evidently 
manifeff,  that  the  Quinteflence  of  things  is  faid;  to  be  of  that 
complexion  to  which  it  is  adjoyned ;  if  joyned  to  hot,  hot  ; 
if  to  cold,  cold,  &c.  This  therefore  the  Philofophers  called 
Heaven;  becaufe  as  Heaven  affords  us  fometimes  heat,  fome- 
times  moifture,  &c.  fo  the  Quinteflence  in  mens  Bodies  at  the 
Artifts  pleafure,  .  Diflintt,  1.  Lib.  Ejfentiat.  To  this  Hea¬ 
ven  we  apply  its  Stars;  which  are  Plants,  Stones  and  Metals, 
to  communicate  to  us  Life  and  Health,  Ibid. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  like  Heaven  it  moveth  all  things  from  power- 
to  all.  Therefore  Heaven  or  our  Mercury  is  the  Caule  and 
Principle  moving  C*  (XT)  (Metals}  from  power  to  aft  :  And  in 
this  point,  knows  the  underftanding  of  an  Artift,  that  D  (  our< 
Heaven ).  hath  aftion  uponC,.and-(  C  )  ruling  and  governing, 
and  reducing  it  into  aftion  ;  as  Heaven  brings  that  which  is  in 
Elemental  things,  by  its  own  motion  into  aftion,  For  we. 
call  it  Heaven  ,  by  reafon  of  its  .  motion  ;  becaufe  as  the  upper; 
Heaven  moves  the  univerfal  Form,  and  firfl:  Matter,  and  Ele¬ 
ments ,  and  Senfes,  to  compound  Elemented  Individuals,; 
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D  moves  C,  and  (C)  and  the  four  Elements  to  M,  (the  Sul¬ 
phur  of  Nature,  or  Philofophers  Mercury)  or  to  Q  J(the  TinPlure) 
Diftina .  3.  de  quarto  principio  Libri  Effentioe. 

4.  Becaufe  like  Heaven,  it  is  incorruptible.  Aqua  vitce  is  the 
Soul  and  Life  of  Bodies,  by  which  our  Stone  is  vivified ;  there¬ 
fore  we  call  it  Heaven,  and  Quinteflence,  and  incombuftible 
Oyl,  and  by  its  infinite  other  Names,  becaufe  it  is  incorrupti- 
;  Me  almoft,  as  Heaven,  in  the  continual  circulation  of  its  moti¬ 
on,  pag.  145'.  Elucid.  7 eft  am. 

5.  Becaufe  it  is  of  the  colour  and  clarity  ofHeaven.Hotiven  or  our 
Mercury  is  the  fourth  Principle  in  this  Art,  and  is  fignified  by  D, 
of  an  azure  colour  and  line,  and  is  fignified  by  that  colour,  be¬ 
caufe  it  is  celeftial,  and  of  a  celeftial  Nature,  as  we  faid  before 
iii.the  defcription  of  it,  Dift.  3.  Lib.  EJf entice , 

ii  .  :  ;  ■  ,  •  ri|  "Tl.  n  :  f  '  *i  '••••"  ■’  i  ■  I.  ti>  <- 

This  Eftence  Johahnes  de  Rupefcifla  calls  Humane  Heaven, 
for  the  following  Reafons : 

We  ought  to  feefc  that  thing  which  is  to  the  four  Qualities  of 
which  our  Body  is  compounded,  as  is  Heaven  in  refpeft  of  the 
four  Elements:  Now  the  Philofophers  called  Heaven  Quintef¬ 
lence  in  refpe£t  of  the  four  Elements, becaufe  Heaven  is  in  it  felf 
incorruptible  and  immutable,  and  not  receiving  ftrange  im- 
preffi6ns,  but  by  the  command  of  God;  fo  alfo,  the  thing 
which  we  feek,  is  in  refpeft  of  the  four  Qualities  of  our  Body, 
a  Quinteflence,  in  it  lelf  incorruptible  fo  made,  not  hot  dry 
with  Fire,  nor  moift  cold  with  Water,  nor  hot  moifl  with  Ayr, 
nor  cold  dry  with  Earth;  but  is  it  a  Quinteflence  able  to  work 
Contraries,  as  the  incorruptible  Heaven ;  which,  when  it  is 
neceflary,  infufeth  a  moift  Quality ,  fometimes  a  hot,  fometimes 
a  cold,  fometimes  a  dry :  Such  a  Radix  of  Life  is  the  Quintef- 
fence  ,  which  the  moft  High  created  in  Nature,  with  power 
to  fupply  the  neceflity  of  the  Body  to  the  utmoft  term  which 
God  hath  appointed  to  our  Life  :  And  I  faid  that  the  moft 
High  created  the  Quinteflence,  which  is  by  the  Art  of  man 
extra&ed  from  the  Body  of  Nature,  created  by  God :  And  I 
will  name  it  by  its  three  Names  attributed  to  it  by  the  Philo¬ 
fophers  :  It  is  called  Aqua  ardens ,  Anima,  or  Spiritus  Vini , 
and  Aqua  Vitce.  And  when  you  have  a  mind  to  conceal  it,  call 
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it  Quinteflence ;  becaufe  this  is  its  Nature, and  this  is  its  Name, 
the  greateft  Philofophers  have  been  willing,  to  difclofe  to  no 
man  but  caufed  tfie  Truth  to  be  buried  with  them  :  And  that 
it  is  riot  moift  as  the  Element  of  Water,  is  demonftrated,  be- 
caufe  it  burns ;  which  is  a  thing  repugnant  to  Elementary  Wa¬ 
ter.  That  it  is  not  hot  and  moift  as  Ayr,  is  declared,  becaufe 
dry  Ayr  may  be  corrupted  with  every  thing,  as  appears  in  the 
generation  pf  Spiders  ;  but  that  jeWai0fj;fl^TS^nc.^wt  if. 
it  be  kept  from  expiring.  That  it  is  not  dry  and  cold,  as  par  h, 
is  exprefly  manifelt,  becaufe  if  is  exceedmg  fharp,  xand  heats 
extreamly  s  And  that  it  is  not  pot  and  dry  as  Jire^  is  apparent 
to  the  Eye,  becaufe  it  infrigidates  hot  things,  and  wad#  and  t 
eradicates  hot  Difeafes.  That  it  conduceth  tp,  iflj»rrhpf*ility^ 
and  preferves  from  corruptibility,  I  will  demonftrate  by  an  Ex¬ 
periment;  for  if  any  Bird  whatfoever,  or  piece  of  Flelh,or 
Fifh  be  put  into  it,  it  will  not  be  corrupted  fo  long  as  it  lhall  ? 
continue  therein;  how  Jjaucfa.' more  wifi  it  ther-efoteJseep>  t  e 

animated  and  living  Fl#i  of  pnr  Body 
This  Quinteflence  is  the  humane  Heaven,  which  the  mott  High 
created  tor  the  prefervation  of  the  four  Qualities  of  mans  Bo¬ 
dy  as  Heaven,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  whole  Univerfe. 
And  know  of  a  certain,  that  the  modern  Philofophers  and  PhY-  - 
fieians  are  altogether  ignorant  of  this  Quinteflence,  ^and  of  .^e 
truth  and  virtue  thereof :  But  by  the  help  of  God  I  will  here-  - 
after  declare  to  you  theMagiftery  of  it.  And  hitherto  I  have 
taught  you  a  Secret,  the  Quinteflence,  that  is,  the  humane..- 
Heaven,  Cap.  z-  Lib.  Ejfentice, 

9.  Laftly,  'That-  many  Receipts  mere  obfcure,  and  ofkenvije  Intel-*  - 
ligtbk  by  no  man ,  ate  by  thefi  illujltated- 
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The  Second  KIND. 

. if  t&hti J  ;/•  ■  .  ■!  l-,.\  ZUl  i  ,  ;  . 

Simple  Ve get  die  Menftruums  made  of the 
Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  and  the 
hotteft  Vegetables,  Herbs,  Flowers,  Roots, 
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5.  The  Aninia  Metallica,  or  Lunaria  Coelica 
of  Lully ;  Defer  ibed  in  Comp  opt.  Animat  Tranfmut. 
pag.  193. ,  Vol.  3.  Theat.  Chym. 

•  7  '  :  ' r- :  .  .  U  Q  i 
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%ft  you  muft  know,  that  the  Matter  of  our  Stone,  or 
of  all  the  Stones  of  the  Philofophers,  together  with 
__  >  Precious  Stones,  which  are  generated  or  compounded 
by  Art^  is  this  Metallick  Soul,  and  our  Menftrmm  re£tify’d  and 
acuated,  or  the  Lunaria  Calk a>  which  among  the  Philofophers 
is  called  Vegetable  Mercury ,  produced  from  Wine  red  or  white, 
as  is  clearly  manifeit,  being  revealed  to  us  by  God,  in  our 
Figura  Individuorum ,  Diftinft.  3  .  JLibri  Quint.  Eftfent.  &c. 

But  firft,  it  is  expedient  to  draw  our  Menftrmm  By  Art  from 
Death,  that  is,  the  Impurities  and  Phlegm  of  Wine,  by  the 
Office  of  an  Alembick,  and  to  acuate  it  in  diftillation  with  per¬ 
tinent  Vegetables  ;  fuch  as  are  Apium  fylveftre ,  Squilla ,  Sola- 
trum ,  Car  duns ,  Oliandrumy  Piper  nigrum ,  Euphorliumy  Viticella 
or  Flammula ,  and  Pyrethrumy  an  equal  quantity  of  all,  and  pul¬ 
verized.  Then  the  Menftruum  muff  be  circulated  continually 
for  the  fpace  of  ten  days  in  hot  Dung,  or  Balneo  Maria . 
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Annotations. 

i  ✓  V  '  \  '  t  "  ’ 

THE  VnCuous  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  attracts  none 
but  the  ZJntlious  natural  Ejfences  of  V ? getables ,  as  we  jha/l 
olfcrve  below  in  the  Book  of  Medecines.  Ejfences  being  thus  ex - 
trailed.,  as  alfo  all  other  Oyly  things ,  crude  or  exprejfed ,  and  all  di- 
flilled  of  both  Kingdoms ,  Animal  and  Vegetable ,  this  Spirit  of  Wine 
doth  by  fimple  digeftion  divide  into  two  diftinfl  parts ,  two  Oyls  or 
Fat S)  whereof  one  is  the  Effence  of  the  things  the  other  the  Body  : 
The  EJfence  fo  made  we  named  the  Second  Spirif  of  Wine.  Both 
Ejfences ,  this  by  Divifion ,  and  that  by  Extraction  prepared ,  are  by 
longer  digeJHon  made  one  with  the  aforefaid  Spirit  of  Wine .  For 
thofe  things  which  are  of  one  and  the  Jame  purity ,  and  of  a  fymbolical 
Nature ,  are  eafily  mix  d  together ,  and  that  infeparablyy  and  fo  an 
EJfence  made  by  an  EJfence  y  is  joyned  to  that  EJfence •  And  if 

we  protraC  Digeftion  further ,  one  of  the  Fatsy  namely ,  'bhe  Body 
lefs  Oyly ,  and  therefore  left  hitherto ,  is  at  length  received  alfo  into 
a  fymbolical  Nature ,  by  reafon  of  which  mixtion ,  not  only  is  the 
Spirit  multiplied ,  but  alfo  made  fitter  for  the  D iff olut ions  of  dry 
things ,  becauje  the  P articles  of  this  Body  lefs  Oyly  incline  to  drynefs ; 
concerning  which  way  we  treat  in  this  Receipt ,  in  the  P r efc r ip t ion 
of  which y  the  Oyl  drawn  out  of  Oyly  Vegetables  ,  is  by  dijlillation 
together  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  circulated  into  a 
Magiftery  Q  or  double  EJfence ,  Natural  and  Artificial ;  of  which, 
lower  in  its placej  by  which  the  Spirit  of  Wine  is  multiplied,  and 
made  more  homogeneous  to  dry  Bodies .  There  is  the  fame >  Men- 
ftruum,  but  a  little  other  wife  defer  ibed  in  his  Natural  Magick.  pag. 
358.  thus  ;  Take  Nigrum  nigrius  Nigro ,  and  diftil  ten  or  eight 
parts  of  the  fame  in  a  Glafs-Veftel,  and  in  the  firft  diftillation 
you  muff  receive  only  one  half ;  this  again  diftil,  and  hereof 
take  a  fourth  part  ,*  and  the  third  diftillation  you  muft  take  in 
a  manner  all,  and  fo  diftil  that  part  eight  or  nine  times,  and  it 
will  be  perfeft,  but  not  reftified  under  "one  and  twenty  Diftil- 
Jations.  Take  of  this  Water  a  quarter  of  a  pound,  and  acu- 
ate  the  fame  by  diftilling  it  with  the  Vegetables,  which  are  A- 
pium  Sylveftre  ;  and  fo  of  the  reft,  of  which  was  fpoken  above 
in  Anima  Tranfmutationis ,  in  the  Chapter  which  begins ,  Firft  you 
muft  knoiVy  &c.  And  then  put  it  into  a  Veifeiof  Circulation  in 

E  \  -  .hot 
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hot  dung,  or  in  the  remains  of  a  Wine-prefs  with  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  Species.  Which  water  is  alfo  one  of  the  things' 
without  which  nothing  can  be  effected  in  the  Magtfiery  of  this 
Art. 

That  Menftruum  which  ought  to  be  drawn  from  the  Death  of 
Wine  by  the  Office  of  an  Alembic  k,  acuated  with  the  faid  Vegeta¬ 
bles ,  and  at  length  circulated ,  is  the  Spirit of  Philofophical  Wine, 
which  is  by  thefe  degrees  fo  exalted ,  as  to  be  by  Lully  defervedly 
called  the  Matter  of  all  the  Stones  of  the  Philosophers ,  and  vertuous 
Stones  (that  is,  frecious  Stones )  Anima  Metallica,  and  Lunaria 
Coelica,  which  alfo  is  called  Vegetable  Mercury,  deduced  from 


Wine  red  or  white . 

The  Matter  of  which  this  Menftruum  is  made ,  is  called  Wine  in 
the  former  Receipt  :  the  Menftruum  mufl  he  extracted  from  *  the 
Death  of  Wine  :  Rut  in  the  latter  it  is  called  Nigrum  nigrius 
Nigro.  To  thefe  two  Lully  adds  a  third  fynonimous ,  pag*  i.  T ?ft* 
noviffimi.  Take  red  Wine,  which  we  call  the  Liquor  of  Luna¬ 
ria  and  Nigrum  nigrius  Nigro  •  By  whic h  fynonimous  Terms  none 
hut  a  Fool  can  under  ft  and  Common  Wine  \  for  the  common  Spit  it 
herefrom  diftilled ,  is  altogether  inefficient  to  perform  fuch  and  fo 
great  things ;  yea,  all  the  Arcanums  of  the  more  Jecret  Chymyy 
which  we  are  felicitous  to  defer ibe>  would  he  proftituted  to  all  men , 
were  this  one  only  Word  literally  underftood :  by  Wine  therefore  is 
meant  a  Philofophical  Secret  hidden  from  all  the  unexpert* 

It  is  expedient  to  draw  from  the  Death  of  Wine,  by  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  an  Alembick,  that  is ,  we  muft  rettifie  fo  often  till  it  be* 
come  moft  pure ,  without  the  Faeces  and  Phlegm  of  Wine ,  which  is 
by  Lully  called  the  Death  of  the  Spirit *  It  faith  he)  purged 
from  all  its  Superfluity,  and  Phlegmatick  corruptible  matter, 
which  is  its  Death,  and  which  mortifies  its  Spirit,  which  hath 
the  power  of  vivifying  its -Earth  ;  let  therefore  the  corruptible 
Phlegm  be  purged  and  feparated  from  it  by  a  fubtil  method, 
which  I  will  tell  you  ;  For  what  reafon  >  becaufe  if  it  be  not 
well  purged,  its  Earth  will  never  become  white,  nor  will  Ma¬ 
trimony  be  made  between  the  Body  and  Spirit ;  and  fo  that 
Spirit  is  call'd  the  Spirit  of  the  Stone  in  Apert  or  io* 

The  Method  of  Kelt  if cation  omitted  in  the  former  Receipt ,  is 
defer ibed  in  the  latter ,  as  alfo  in  Epiftola  accuitatoria  ;  This 

Rettif  cation  of  Philofophical  Wine  Sendivogius  underftood  not ,  as 

appears 
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appears  hy  the  Sixth  of  his  EpijUcs,  Brux .  if.  Marti t  1646* 
lAere  thus  :  The  fecond  Article  (my  Companion)  of  the  Page- 
fan  VX  endeavours  to  repeat  the  myftenous  way  of  ex- 
trading  and  preparing  Mercury,  more  than  needed,  the  Autho¬ 
rity  otS Lully  being  mifunderftood,  and  the  Precepts  of  other 
PhUofophers  ill  applied, he  commanding  the  tenth  part  of  his  Ma- 
'Tfirft  afcending  by  diftillation  to  be  faved,as  the  only  uleful, 
fnd truly  Mercurial  fubftance;but  the  other  nine  partsprocced- 

ingby  continuance  of  diftillation,  to  becaft  away  asofnou^ 

to  this  end  that  the  faid  tenth  part  referved,  might  at  ength 
be  reftored  to  the  Earth  remaining  after 
(which  Earth  is  foolilhly  fuppofed  to  be  the  Sal.  andSulph 
Mercury)  and  by  repeated  cohobations,  inhumations,  digefti- 
ons  and  Yublimations  defcribed  by  him,  united ;  but  ^isagrie- 
vous  Error,  for  that  which  Authors  declare  concerning 
tenth  part  containing  the  Spirit,  and  of  inhumations  in  its 
own  Earth,  is  otherwife  referred  than  to  the  extradion  and 
preparation  of  Mercury ,  as  ihall  be  elfewhere  in  time  e 
ftrated  5  hor  for  the  faid  extraction  and  preparation  of  Mercury 
is  there  any  Rule  to  be  ufed  beftdes  the  bare  chftil  mg  of  Mag- 
nefia ,  whereby  the  Spirit  and  Oyl  are  together  elevated  to  a 
Siccity  even  of  the  Fasces ,  and  feparation  of  the  Spirit  from 
the  Ovl,  and  reftification  of  the  lame  Spirit  oftentimes  repeat¬ 
ed  :  But  thefe  things  we  will  in  their  proper  place  more  amply 
treat  of  in  the  Method  of  operating.  .  , 

learnt  of  Lully  to  rellifie  his  Spirit  of  Phftofophical  Wine  after 

thlr“\  (Chaos,  our  Vegetdle  Mercury,  inwhichthe  fourE- 

lements  are  found  confufed,pag.  %  7 1.  Vol  ^  > 

put  it  in  a  Veflel  to  be  diftilled  through  Y  (Balnea,  fag.  *7  A 

and  in  this  temperate  diftillation  gather  its  B. 

Spirit,  fag.  269. )  continue  that  diftillation  this  way  and  m  - 
thod  till  you  attain  to  the  Signs  declared  in  our  Aper tonal, find 
till  you  know  that  the  faid  B.  is  diflclved  and  feparated  from 
its  Elemental  Nature,  continuing  this  Magiftery  even  to  the 
fourth  Revolution :  Then  put  this  Celeftial  fiery  a5 
pure  Veflel,  and  diftil  flowly  with  ordinary  fire,  and  take  only 
a  tenth  part;  in  the  fecond  diftillation  take  hall,  and 
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third,  two  parts  of  three;  and  in  the  fourth,  take  four  parts 
of  five,  and  more  :  Then  take  that  laft  Celeftial  Water,  and 
diftil  it  three  or  four  times  by  the  Rule  abovefaid,  taking  the 
Whole  without  any  feparation  appointed.  Thisobferve,  and 
admire  the  neceffity  of  this  Myftery  and  Foundation,  and  you 
will  underhand  the  reafon  why  dull  and  ignorant  men  make 
the  word  Bread  with  the  fineft  and  pureft  Flower,  becaufe  they 
mix  the  courfe  part  with  the  fine  .•  The  fame  thing  happens 
to  prefumptuous  Artifts,  who  perfwade  themfelves  that  they 
are  able  to  find  out  the  beauty  of  our  Quinteilence  with  the  ex¬ 
uberated  Spirit  negligently  purified,  without  an  exact  fepara¬ 
tion  of  the  pure  from  the  impure,  in  Elucid.  pag.  zjo.  VoU  6. 
Theatri  Chym . 

Which  way  not  wit  hft  an  ding  of  rectification  Jo  exaClly  to  olferve , 
there  feems  to  me  to  he  no  necejfity  ;  rectification  of  the  Spirit  being 
good  enough ,  which  way  foever  done ,  either  with  fewer  or  more  co- 
hohations,  provided  it  he  feparated  from  the  impurities  of  t he  ine , 
which  you  will  know  ( faith  Lully  )  when  it  burns  a  piece  of 
Linnen  by  reafon  of  its  vehement  heat,  that  is>  as  elfewhere 
more  clearly ,  till  a  Linnen  Cloth  moiftned  with  this  Spirit ,  and 
kindle d,  he  wholly  conjumed.  This  rectified  Spirit  is  in  dijtilling, 
fharpned  with  the  oyly  Vegetables  nominated  in  the  Receipt ,  theOyls 
cf  whzch,  being  nearefi  to  ity  it  eafily  carrieth  with  it ,  and  is  im¬ 
pregnated  with  the  fame ,  and  acuated  by  the  aridity  contained  in 
them  :  Tet  are  we  not  obliged  to  ufe  thefe  V ?getables  only ,  and  no 
$t her )  or  is  it  necejfary  to  mix  all  of  them  together ,  as  if  one  or 
two  would  not  fufiice*  '  The  \Oyl  of  any  Vegetable^  or .  drawn  out  of 
a  Vegetable  with  the  help  of  the  Spirit  <^PhiIofophical  Wine,  or 
already  made ,  and  added  to  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine, 
will  here  fatisfie  us .  /  will  give  me  form  or  other  in  confirmation 
of  this  kind  of  Mepltruums  ;  of  which  fort  is , 
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6.  The  Aqua  Vitae  of  Paracelfus, 

Pag.  508.  Tom.  1. 

OpAke  of  the  Alcool  of  Wine  exficcated  three  pounds  ,  of 
JL  the  Flowers  of  Rofemary,  Macis,  Lavender,  of  each 
half  an  ounce •  of  Cubebs,  Cloves,  Cinamon,  of  each  two 
ounces ;  of  Maftick,  half  an  ounce  ;  oi  both  forts  of  Storax, 
half  a  dram  of  each ;  of  Doronicum,  three  ounces ;  and  coho- 

bate  feven  times.  •  . 

The  following  Vfe  hefides  the  Alcool  of  Wine  exficcated ,  tefii- 
fies-,  that  this  Water  is  made  with  the  Sprit  of  Philofophical 
Wine.  Take  of  the  Leaves  of  Gold,  Num.  20.  of  Pearls  not 
perforated,  Granats,  Rubies,  of  each  half  a  drachm ;  digeft  for 
a  Month  :  Then  take  of  this  Oyl  three  or  four  grains  with 
Malago  wine,  or  the  water  of  Majoram  or  Sage;  this  Men- 
ftruum  is  Vinum  Effatum  or  Effentificatum ,  or  Spirit  of  Philofo¬ 
phical  Wine  impregnated  with  the  Effences  of  the  Oyly  Ingredients, 
with  which  Paracelfus  diffolves  Gold  and  Precious  Stones  into;  a 
mofl  nolle  Oyl  or  Elixir,  which  he  fays  is  a  Secret  againfi  the  fu- 
perfluity  of  Womens  Menftruums.  7 he  Defcription  of  this  Water 
being  clear,  requires  no  other  Light :  I  will  therefore  propofe  ano¬ 
ther  Receipt  more  obfcure. 

7.  Another  Aqua  Vitae  .of  Paracelfus , 

Pag.  1 15.  Chyr.Min. 

‘  '  ‘  \ 

TAke  of  the  waters  of  Melifla,  Rofes,  C  heir  us,  Sage, 
Balfamus,  of  each  one  pound :  of  all  the  Peppers,  Cu¬ 
bebs,  Ginger,  Cinamon,  Maftick,  red  Myrrh,  Mace,  Cloves, 
of  each  two  ounces;  of  the  Juyce  of  Honey,  hall  a  pound; 
of  reftifi’d  Aqua  Vitx,  five  pound  :  Let  them  be  all  digefted 
together  for  the  (pace  of  nine  days,  and  alter  that  fepaiatea, 
and  diftilled  in  a  Pelican  into  a  Spirit.  Then  to  this  Liquor 
add  an  Apple  roafted  and  broken  ,  ana  let  them  be  digefted 
together  with  the  following  Spices  upon. Allies  lor  three  days; 
of  which  take  five  grains  every  day.  The  Spices  are  thefe ; 

'  •  Take 
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Take  of  Cinamon,  Cloves,  Mace,  of  each  two  ounces ;  of 
Cheirus ,  Anthos ,  of  each  half  an.  ounce ;  of  Amber,  two 
drachms  ;  of  Musk,  five  grains;  of  Zibeth,  half  a  drachm ;  of 
Ginger,  Cubebs,  Nutmegs,  of  each  one  ounce  and  half;  of 
Amomus,  two  drachms;  of  Zedoary,  two  ounces  and  half; 
of  Grains  of  Paradife,  one  ounce  and  half.  After  Digeftion  of 
them  all,  feparate,  and  keep  the  Matter  in  Glafs  VefTels  very 
clofe  flopp'd. 

From  the  Dofe  it  felf  of  this  Prefcription ,  it  is  manifeft  that  the 
operation  is  meerly  Philofophical  ;  for  if  by  Aqua  vitas  he  would 
have  under  flood  the  Common  Spirit  of  Wine,  it  would  le  altoge¬ 
ther  ridiculous  to  give  only  five  grains  for  a  Dofe .  We  meet  with 
many  more  Menftruums  of  this  kind ,  which  little  differing  from 
the  priftine  Nature  of  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  were  lefs 
ohferved  by  fome  Adepts ;  wherefore  Chriflophorus  Parifinus,  a 
Noble  Sicilian, ^0/^;  not  very  much  commend  this  acuation  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Philofophical  Wine.  Some  {faith  he')  have  made  { the 
aforefaid  Spirit)  acute  with  Vitriol ,  which  way  is  very  good  ; 
fome  with  Nitre  ;  fome  with  Cinnabar;  fome  with  thefe  two, 
fome  with  all  three  ;  fome  with  their  Earth,  which  way  dif- 
pleafeth  me,  becaufe  a  thick  Un&uofity  and  ponderofity  was 
hereby  introduced;  fome  ufe  Vegetables ,  as  Herbs ,  Roots, 
Flowers,  and  Seeds  known  to  you,  which  have  flrong  {  Vege * 
table  )  Mercuries  in  them ;  wherefore  they  that  handled  it  af¬ 
ter  this  manner,  augmented  rather  its  Vegetable EoYn\(Vnttuo- 
fity  )  than  that  they  made  it  more  foluble.  Farifinus  in  Eluci- 
dario,  pag.  2,3 1.  Vol.  6.Theat.  Chym.  For  this  reafon ,  Ripley  fol¬ 
lowing  the  fame  Mafler  as  Parifinus,  believed  thefe  things  to  be 
covered  with  a  Mantle  of  Philofophy  ;  for  fo  he  writes  in  his  Me¬ 
dulla  Philofophix .  Raymund  faith  ,  it  ought  to  be  drawn  out 
from  the  Death  and  Fseces  of  Wine  for  the  fpace  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  days,  by  continual  rotation,  in  a  Balneo  of 
of  the  hotteft  Dung,  and  that  it  mull  be  acuated  with  hot  Ve¬ 
getable  -things,  as  Piper  nigrum ,  Euphorbium ,  Pyrethrum ,  Ana- 
car  dus,  Squilla ,  Sol  at  rum,  Apium  Sy  heft  re,  and  fuch  like ;  for 
without  the  virtue  of  thefe  tilings,  as  he  faith,  it  is  not  fuffici- 
ent  to  difiolve  Metals,  except  in  a  long  time ;  but  that  nothing 
of  doubt  or  ambiguity  may  appear,  I  fay,  that  all  thefe  things 
are  covered  and  Ihrowded  with  a  Philofophical  Mantle :  For 

his 
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his  meaning  is,  that  in  this  Spirit  may  be  had  another  refolubie 
Menflrmm ,  becaufe  without  fuch  a  refolutive  Menftruum  Solution 
can  never  be  made  :  And  that  refolubie  Menflrmm  is  generated 
only  from  the  Metallick  kind,  and  is  by  our  refolutive  Menftru-  . 
um  produced  into  aft,  Ripley,  pag.  1 68.  Medul.  Philof.  Ripley 
did  bp  the  refolubie  Menftruum  produced  into  alt  by  the  Menftru- 
um  refolutive  (  that  is,  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  )  mean 
a  certain  Mercurial  Water ;  of  the  Preparation  of  which  lower :  where 
likewife  it  will  appear  that  by  the  aforefaid  Vegetables  Ripley 
thought  Lully  intended  running  Mercury ;  yet  neverthelefs  his 
following  Menftruum  proves,  that  thefe  V °getables  have  beenfome- 
times  alfo  taken  by  him  literally. 

8.  The  Aqua  Vitae  of  Ripley. 

Pag.  338.  Viatici. 

TH  E  Menflrmm  being  diftilled  from  the  firft  Faxes, 
circulate  it  with  the  hotteft  Species,  fuch  as  are,  Black 
Pepper ,  Euphorbium,  Pyrethrum,  Anacardus ,  Grains  of  Paradife, 
and  the  like,  forthefpace  of  x  00  days  in  Balneo ;  and  alter 
that,diftil  onlyhalf  ofit,and  make  your  putrefaftion  with  it,&c. 

It  is  here  manifeft  that  Ripley  took  thefe  Vegetables,  Not  Ar¬ 
gent  vive,  becaufe.  Circulation  being  ftnifhed,  he  diftilled  only  one 
half  of  the  Spirit,  as  the  mofl  fubtil  part  of  the  Vegetables,-  in 
which  cafe  that  Metal  (Mercury)  though  dtjfolved,  would  remain 
in  the  bottom.  But  whereas  Lully  acuates  the  Spirit  by  di ft  ti¬ 
ling,  and  then  circulates ;  Ripley  does  this  by  circulating  ,  and  ■ 
after  that  diftils.  To  this  Aqua  Vitae  he  fome times  adds  Oyls,  or 
BJfences  either  of  Metals  or  Vegetables,  as  followeth  ; 

9.  The  Compounded  Aqua  Vitae  of  Ripley » 

Pag.  343.  Viatici. 

Circulate  the  ftrongeft  red  Wine  With  known  Vegetables, 
for  the  fpace  of  rio  days,  with  continual  Rotation  in 
Balneo,  and  then  draw  only  the  pureft  Spirit  by  diftillation  ; 

to  which  put  the  Oyl  of  the  pureft  Luna,  made  without  a 

Cor- 
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Corrofive;  and  let  them  be  circulated  together  too  days  more, 
and  then  is  the  Water  of  the  nature  of  the  Bafilisk ,  becaufe  as  a 
Bafilisk  kills- a  man  at  an  inftantby  the  Afpeft  alone,  fo  this  Wa-  v 
ter  being  put  upon  Argent  vive  does  without  any  other  Fire, 
fuddenly  in  a  manner  congeal  it  into  the  pureft  Silver :  And 
note,  if  the  Fire  Q  Oyl  or  E (fence  )  of  Celandine  be  put  in,  or 
the  Fire  of  the  Flowers  of  Thyme,  after  the  firft  Circula¬ 
tion,  and  they  circulated  together  without  the  Oyl  of 
Luna,  the  Argent  vive  will  be  much  better  congealed,  &c.  But 
that  which  begets  the  greater  fcruple ,  is  the  Paraphrafe  of  Lully 
himfielf  upon  this  place .  We,  faith  he ,  would  not  have  you  ig¬ 
norant  of  that  you  may  extract  our  Argent  vive  (Vegetl)  from 
its  Myne  another  way :  The  way  (my  Son)  is  to  take  the 
Herb  which  is  called  Portulaca  marina ,  Apium ,  Squilla,  &c. 
diftil  the  Fasces  which  remain  calcine,  draw  off  the  Salt  with 
the  diftilled  water,  and  abftraft  the  water  from  it,  purifie  the 
Salt  by  often  diffolving  and  coagulating,  and  you  will  have  the 
Salt  of  the  acuating  Vegetable  Herbs :  Thefe  ( faith  he')  I 
meant,  when  I  faid,  acuate.with  acuating  Vegetables,  that  is, 
the  Salts,  not  the  Ample  Herbs :  Wherefore  you  might  fay ,  it 
follows,  that  this  Receipt  of  the  Metallick  Soul  hath  not  at  all  been 
defcribed ,  fo  as  to  be  underftood  according  to  the  Literal  Senfe  ; 
but  1  have  my  Anfwer  ready ,  namely ,  that  Lully  acuated  the  Spirit 
of  Wine  with  crude  Vegetables  alfo ,  it  is  eafily  proved  by  the  third 
Diftinttion  of  his  Book  of  Effence ,  in  Figura  individuorum,  al¬ 
ledge  d  by  him ,  where  he  rehearfeth  the  nearejl  Individuals ,  actua¬ 
ting  the  .  Spirit  of  Philo fophical  Wine,  as  are  red  Wine,  new 
Honey,  Celandine,  Flowers  of  Rofemary,  Herb  Mercury,  red 
Lilly,  Tartar,  Mans  Blood,  and  white  Wine.  Why  he  chofe 
thefe>  not  others ,  and  thefe  only ,  it  is  not  my  bufinefs  to  anfwer  ; 
that  whiclp  we  learn  from  thence ,  is ,  that  he  commended  two  of  thofe 
Individuals  to  us  before  the  reft ,  Tartar  and  Honey,  of  which 
thus .  There  are  fome  Individuals,  in  which  Mercury  ( Vegeta¬ 
ble )  hath  a  free  Aft  in  fome  refpeft,  in  Tartar  it  hath  one  free 
operation  only,  and  in  Honey  two,  and  this  an  Artift  ought 
to  know,  that  he  may  be  certified  in  this  Art ,  and  the  firft 
Truth  thereof.  He  prefers  Tartar,  not  for  the  fake  of  the  Tar¬ 
tar,  but  the  Alkali  made  from  thence ,  and  that  he  refolves  as  the 
be  ft  of  Alkalies  per  deliquium,  and  circulates  it  being  purified 

with 
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with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  according  to  the  Dottrine 
prefcrihed  in  prima  Tabula  individuorum,  in  the  fecond  Expe¬ 
riment,  and  in  other  places .  The  Alkali  of  Tartar  may  he  fup - 
plied  with  the  Alkalies  of  Honey,  Celandine,  and  the  reft  of  the 
Individuals  named  by  Lully,  with  which  the  Adepts  did  alfo  fame- 
times  acuate  their  Spirit  of  Wine ,  as  Jha/l  he  declared  below  in  tht 
Fifth  Kind  of  Menftruums  :  But  thefe  things  make  alfo  againft  the 
Literal  fenfe  of  our  Receipt ,  and  do  prove  that  the  Salts  of  the  Ve¬ 
getables,  not  the  crude  Vegetables  t he mf elves  were  taken  in  the 
Receipt.  But  though  he  made  clmce  ^Tartar,  hecaufe  of  the 
ftrongeft  Alkali  to  he  from  thence  prepared,  yet  did  he  not  for  the 
fame  reafon  intimate ,  that  Celandine,  the  Flowers  of  Rofemary , 
Herb  Mercury,  red  Lilly ,  and  mans  Blood  were  better  than  the  reft , 
hecaufe  with  thefe  he,  proceeds  another  way ;  for  he  feparates  the  E- 
lements  from  them  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  from 
which  he  takes  only  the  Fire  or  Oyl ,  which  he  circulates  with  the 
Spirit ,  and  fo  acuates  it ,  as  is  clearly  enough  evident  in  fecuhda 
Tabula  Individuorum. 

But  hecaufe  Honey  furpajfeth  not  only  its  own  collateral  Indivi¬ 
duals,  but  alfo  the  Tartar  it  felf  (for  he  faith  that*  the  Spirit  of 
Wine  in  Tartar  hath  one ,  but  in  Honey  two  free  Operations }  and 
therefore  attributes  his  peculiar  procefs  to  Honey,  namely,  by  di- 
ftilling  the  whole  Comb,  the  Honey  together  with  the  Wax,  with 
the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  through  an  Alemhick .  How  be - 
tween  both  procejfes  of  Honey,  and  the  reft  of  the  Individuals  our 
Receipt  keeps  a  middle  ft  at  ion.  If  Honey  be  volatilized  as  to  the 
whole  faubftance,  it  becomes  thereby  a  Magiftery ,  which  being  joynd 
to  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  yields  us  a  Menftruum  of 
the  Third  kind.  But  the  Fires  or  Oyls  of  Celandine,  of  the  Flow¬ 
ers  of  Rofemary,  common  white  and  red  Wine,  &c.  are  by  fepara - 
tion  of  the  Elements  made  with  the  Spirit  of  Philolopnical  Wine, 
E fences,  which  being  added  to  the  fa  id  Spirit  of  Wine,  do  not  al¬ 
ter,  but  multiply  it  rather,  hecaufe  an  E fence  is  added  to  an  Eft 
fence,  that  is,  the  fecond  to  the  fir  ft  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine., 
But  if  Celandine,  the  Flowers  of  Rofemary,  as  alfo  the  Vegetables 
of  our  Receipt  be  di f  illed  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine, 
it  does  ex  trail  and  ele  vate  ad  their  Tv  nliuofity  with  it  ft  If,  reject¬ 
ing  the  aridity  of  them,  being  more  fimple,  fkbtif  volatile ,  ana- 

left  loaded  with  dry  Far  tides,  than  the  TJn&wfity  of  crude  Honey ; 
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and fo  by  being  circulated  with  the  S fir  it  c/Philofophical  Wine ;  it 
is  made  indeed  a  Magiflery ,  yet  more  inclining  to  the  nature  of  an 
Ejfence ,  and  therefore  lefs  dry ,  and  lefs  altering  the  Spirit  of  Wine, 
than  that  of  Honey,  and  fo  being  now  defervedly  united  with  the 
aforefaid  Spirit ,  it*  makes  a  Menftruum  different  from  the  Men- 
ftruuflis  of  the  Third  Kind.  So  the  Literal  Senfe  of  our  Receipt 
does  hitherto  fland  unmoved.  But  not  to  derogate  from  the  Au¬ 
thority  of  the  Author ,  and  his  own  Commentator  Lully,  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  Juppofe ,  that,  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  being 
diflilled  upon  the  aforefaid  Vegetables,  he  did  fometimes  cut  of  the 
remainder  prepare  an  Alkali  by  calcination,  and  acuate  his  Spirit 
with  it,  and  fo  make  a  Menftruum  of  the  Fifth  Kind. 

•  •!'■■■  j  > 

From  thefe  and  the  like  Receipts,  we  obferve, 

1.  That  Wine,  Lunaria,  Nigrum  nigrius  Nigro,  the  Matter 
»f  the  Menftruum  of  Vegetable  Mercury  or  Soul  of  Metals ,  is  not 
Common,  but  Philofophical  Wine  nor  that  the  Spirit  of  this 
Wine  is  the  Common ,  but  Philofophical  Aqua  ardens. 

2.  That  a  Menftruum  of  this  kind  is  the  unttuous  Spirit  of 
Philofophical  Wine  acuated ,  that  is,  tempered  with  the  common 
Vnttuofity  of  Vegetable  Oyls%  Mix ,  digeft ,  and  diflil  any  common 
diflilled  Oyl  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  and  you  will 
obtain  a  Menftruum  of  the  Second  Kind  much  fooner ;  yea, you  will 
make  the  fame  in  a  moment ,  if  you  mix  the  Ejfence  (  Spirit )  of 
Philofophical  Wine  with  the  Magiflery  of  an  oyly  Vegetable . 

3.  That  one  oyly  Vegetable  (Saffron  or  Maas')  of  Jo  many,  is 
fufficient  for  the  acuation  of  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  VVine 
nor  yet  will  you  err,  if  you  take  Trade;  which  Spirit  of  Triacle, 
made  with  this  Spirit  of  Wine,  will  be  a  Menftruum  of  this 

'  kind. 

-  4.  That  thefe  Menftruums  are  Medecines . 

-  5.  That  thefe  Menftruums  made  out  of  meer  Vegetables, are  pro - 
perly  called  Vegetable  Menftruums ,thoJome  which  we  call  Ye geta- 
ble  Menftruums  compounded,  are  by  reafon  of  the  addition  oj  Me¬ 
tals  or  Minerals,  fometimes  by  the  Adepts  called  Mineral  Men¬ 
ftruums:  fo  Lully  in  the  3  4^.  Experiment,  calls  his  Circulatum 
majus  made  of  Gold  and  Silver ,  the  true  Mineral  Menftruum. 
But  we  diflinguifh  them  from  the  Mineral  Menftruums,  becaufe 

they 
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they  are  corrofive,  king  prepared  with  the  acidity  of  Mineral  Salts. 
But  thefe  are  moft  fweet ,  without  any  Corrofive ,  and  do  kindly  dij- 

folve  things  that  are  to  he  dijfolved . 

6.  That  a  Menftruum  is  call'd  the  Soul  of  Metals •  ooul  is  di¬ 
ver  fly  taken  among  the  Adepts.  n‘  r, 

Fir  ft.  For  perfect  Metal,  Gold  or  Silver .  So  Arnold  in  Flore 

Florum:  Phifofophers  call  the  Soul  a  Ferment,  becaufe  as  the 
Body  of  man  can  do  nothing  without  its  Ferment  or  Soul,  lo  is 
it  in  the  thing  propounded  ;  for  Ferment  is  a  Subftance  which 
converts  other  things  into  its  own  Nature.  And  }  ou  muft 
know  ,  there  is  no  Ferment,  except  Sol  and  Tuna,  that  is, 
Gold  and  Silver  appropriated  to  thofe Planets,  &c.  Ferment 
therefore  muft  be  introduced  into  the  Body,  became  it  is  the 
Soul  thereof.  This  is  that  which  Morienus  faid,  except  you 
cleanfe  the  unclean  Body,  and  make  it  white,  and  lniule  a  Soul 
into  it,  you  conduce  nothing  to  this  Magiftery.  . 

Secondly ,  For  Metals ,  and  other  things ,  volatilized  with  aVh  1- 
lofophical  Menftruum.  So  Lully  calls  Gold  and  Silver  volati¬ 
lized  in  the  preparation  of  his  Circulatum  majus,  Menuruum, 
or  animated  Spirit -  Take,  faith  he,  the  animated  Spirit  ot  Sol, 
and  the  animated  Spirit  of  Luna ,  joyn  them  together,  ore.  So 
the  Tinflures  of  Gold  and  Silver  volatilized  by  a  Menftruum,  as 
alfo  of  im per  fed  Metals,  are  by  him  called  Souls .  So  in  the  zoth. 
Experiment  he  hath  the  Animal  Water  of  Saturn  ;  in  the  zith» 
Experiment,  the  Soul  of  Mars.  Tea  fepar ating  the  Elements  from 
all  things,  he  calls  the  tinged  di ft  Hied  Liquors  Souls  or  animated 
Spirits,  becaufe  by  them  is  the  dead,  dry  and  fixed  Earth  again 
revivified,  volatilized,  and  reduced  into  a  Sal  harmoniack.  See 
the  Revivification  of  the  Salt  of  Tartar  by  its  own  Water,  in  the 
Volatization  of  it  given  in  the  Second  Experiment. 

Thirdly,  For  Menftruums  themfelves.  For  Menftruums  are 
the  Souls  of  Metals,  by  which  the  Metals,  other  wife  dead,  are  ani¬ 
mated  and  revivified :  fo  Lully  of  this  our  Menftruum,  the  Soul 
of  Metals,  pag.  195.  Comp.  Anim.  Tranfm .  Otherwife,  faith  he. 
Metals  cannot  be  diffolved  ,  unlefs  they  be  animated  with  a 

Vegetable  Menftruum,  by  the  power  of  wliich,Refolutionismaue 
•  *11  • _ •  VL.r-iJ  1  hntf.  TtLC.  AciUO.  VltO£ 
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Metals  is  alfo  called  Metallic!*  Aqua  Vital, becaufe  it  admmiftreth 
life  and  health  to  Metals,  being  Tick,  dead,  &c. 

Fourthly ,  For  the  VrTluofity  as  well  of  the  Metal  as  Menstruum. 
Of  loth  faith  Ripley,  Pag.  1 50.  Medulla  Phil.  There  is  feme  cer¬ 
tain  Similitude  of  the  Trinity  to  be  perceived  in  the  Body  , 
Soul  and  Spirit  (of  our  Work.')  The  Body  is  the  fubftance  of 
the  Stone  ;  the  Spirit  is  the  Virtue  (that  is,  the  Qumtelfence, 
which  excites  Natures  from  Death}  and  the  Soul  is  to  fce  taken 
for  the  Ferment,  which  cannot  be  had  but  out  of  the  moft  per- 
feft  Body  (Gold)  in  Sulphur  (of  Gold ; )  there  is  a  Terreftreity 
for  the  Body,  and  in  Mercury  (Mmfruum)  an  aereaj  feremty 
for  the  Spirit  ;  and  in  both  a  natutal  Unftiwpfity  for  the  Soul . 
For  they  are  all  fermentable  in  the  Unftuolity  ot  the  Body,  be¬ 
ing  mix’d  and  infeparably  united  with  it  throughout  its  moft 
minute  parts,  by  which  Soul  is  the  Stone  formed,  becaule  no¬ 
thing  can  be  any  way  formed  without  it. 

7.  That  this  Menftruum,  is  called  Vegetable  Mercury,  produced 
from  red  or  white  Wine.  The  Adepts  have  many  Mercuries. 

The  Firft  is.  Common  Argent  vive,  running  orfublimed. 

The  Second  is.  The  running  Mercury  of  Bodies ,  extracted  out  of 

Metals  by  the  Spirit  of  PhilofophicalWine. 

A  Third  is,  Any  Salt  Alkali,  efpecifllly  fitted  with  the  Spirit  of 

PhilofophicalWine.  .  a  c.  1  e 

Lully  calcines  Celandine ,  and  from  thence  extracts  a  Salt ;  of 

which  thus-.  Repeat  this  Magiftery  fo  often,  till  you  have  ex¬ 
tracted  all  the  Salt,  which  is  the  Mercurial  Part  ot  that  Indivi¬ 
dual  (Celandine .)  Thefe  things  therefore  being  done,  take  all 
thefe  Diffolutions  (Lixivia's)  and  franfmit  them  through  a  Fil¬ 
ter,  or  Linnen-Cloth,  that  they  may  be  purged  from  Terre- 
ftreity  ;  then  diftilled  by  Balneo  congeal,  and  the  moifture  be¬ 
ing  gone  over,  in  the  bottom  of  the  Veflel  will  remain  a  Mer¬ 
cury  or  Salt,  of  a  white  colour  ;  and  by  this  means  you  will 
have  extra&ed  out  of  this  Matter  a  Mercury,  which  hath  almoft 
innumerable  Virtues  of  acuating  the  Vegetable  Spirit,  drawn 

^  ’ _ —  1  /=•  _  _  i  _  _ _  AT  ni  11A8  J 


from  ( Fhtlofophicat )  Wine,  fo  as  to  have  the  power  of  diffol- 
ving  all  Metals  with  the  confervation  of  tl^  Vegetative  ana 

Germinative  Form.  -V  : 

In  Magia  Naturali,  He  calls  tartar  calcined*  Md  •  WpregwW\ 
with  the  Vegetable  Menftruum*  by  being four  tirns  dijhlled,  then 
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refolded  per  Deliquium,  and  coagulated  by  the  Name  of  Mercury. 
And  faith  he,  pag.  379,  you  wil  have  the  Salt  of  Art,  or  Te- 
ftamentaiy  Mercury,  without  which  is  nothing  dong.  Some¬ 
times  the  Salt,  or  Caput  Mortuum,  in  the  fe far  atm  of the  Ele¬ 
ments,  called  exanimated  Earth ,  he  calls  Mercury.  So  in  Exp.  fi. 
The  intimated  Earth  of  Vrine,  diffolved  in  Wafer,  fitted  and  co¬ 
agulated,  he  calls  Mercury :  Then, ./.»//.-  he.  Keep  our  fixed  Sal  ar- 
moniack,  our  animal  Sulphur,  our  fixed  animal  Mercury.  Lay 

a  little  of  which,  upon  a  Fire-hot-plate,  and  if  it  melt  as  Wax 
without  fume,  it  is  a  fign  you  X^e  Argent  wre  fixed  and  per¬ 
fectly  depurated,  wherewith  you  will  pe  able  to  produce  many 
Experiments,  This  is  that  Mercury,  which  hath  ^®>rded  us 
moft  convenient  relief.  : 

The  Fourth  Mercury,  is  either  Vegetable  or  Animal  >  of  which 
faith  Ripley  m  Fuptlla,  pag.  309,  There  are  more  Mercuries  , 
than  the  two  above-fu ft  (fiUnjeral  the  red  and  greenly  on)  name¬ 
ly,  the  Vegetable  and  Animal  Mercury,  becaule  both  may  be 
extracted  out  of  fome  Liquors,  as  out  of  Blood  and  Eggs.  Lully 
Diftincl.  3.  Libri  Efentice  in  Figuris  &  7  abuhs  Individuorum ,  de-  ■ 
feribes  the  Vegetables  and  Animals,  in  which  are  found  thefe  Mer¬ 
curies  moft  readily.  There  is,  faith  he,  laftly  this  other  Secret 
of  Nature,  for  the  Artift  of  this  Art  to  know,  and  really  have 
the  knowledge  of  the  Individuals, in  which  our  Mercury  is  found 
moft  eafily.  Wherefore  let  the  Artifts  of  this  Art  know,  that 
our  Mercury  is  found  in  every  Elemented  Body,  yet  in  fome  fo 
remote,  as  to  anticipate  the  Life  of  Man,  before  the  Artift  of 
this  Art  can  poflefs  it,  being  extra&ed,  as  is  expedient :  Where¬ 
fore  we  do  in  that  place  reveal  thofe  things  which  contain  it 
moft  nearly.  Of  this  Mercury,  faith  Lully,  Libro  Me  r  curio  rum, 
pag.  8.  When  we  fay  common  Mercury,  we  fpeak  of  that 
which  the  Philofophers  underftandjand  when  we  fay  vulgar, we 
fpeak  of  that  which  the  Ruftick  underftands,  and  which  is  fold . 
iu  Shops  :  Which  Ripley  in  the  3 16 tb  pag.  of  his  Concordance,  thus 
exprefeth;  When  I  lpeak  of  Mercury,  underftand  Mercury 
more  common  than  common. 

The  Fifth  is,  The  Spirit  of  Philofohical  Wine,  which  Lully  in 
Exp.  3.  calls  Vegetable  Mercury •  So,  faith  he,  will  you  have  a 
Vegetable  Salt  extracted  from  this  Individual  ( Honey )  which 

Salt  is  moft  precious,  and  hath  the  power  of  acuating  the 
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Vegetable  Mercury,  and  diflolving  the  two  Luminaries,  &c.  in 
Exp.  5.  Salts  he  prepares  out  of  Portulaca,ApiumSquillay  &c.  with 
all  which,  faith  he ,  you  may  acuate  the  Vegetable  Mercury  ex- 
traded  out  of  V  Vine, either  joy  ntly  or  feverally ;  of  which  low¬ 
er  in  the  fifth  kind  of  Menftruums. 

the  Sixth  is,  the  Phiiofophica)  Menftruum  it  felf;  for  our  pre - 
fent  Menftruum  is  called  Vegetable  Mercury,  produced  from  white 
or  red  Wine. 

The  Seventh  ir,  The  animated  'Spirit  or  Air  of  every  Body ,  in 
the  feparation  of  the  Elements ,  which  Mercury  being  a  Fire  or  Qyl, 
is  called  Sulphur  in  almoft  all  Receipts . 

The  Eighth  is,  Sal  armoniack  Vegetable,  Animal  or  Mineral,  the 
Sulphur  of  Nature ,  which  is  alfo  called  our  Mercury ,  Mercury  Sub¬ 
limate ,  and  Philofophers  Mercury.  Neceffary  it  is  we  fhould  obferve 
thefe  things  in  the  following  Defer  ipt  ions  0/ Menftruums,  except  we 
would  fome  times  confound  the  things  themf elves  with  the  Names. 
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The  Third  KIND. 


Simple  Vegetable  Menftruums  made  of  the 
Spirit  tf/Philolophical  W  inland  Oyly , 
&?/£*,  or  (facb  as  can  neither  be  called  fixed 
nor  volatile)  hitherto  called  Eflential 
Salts,  fuch  as  are  Sugar ,  Honey,  Tartar 
of  Common  Wine ,  and  other  Vegetables » 


10.  The  Mellifluous  Heaven  of  Parifinus. 
Inpraffiica  Elucid.p.  2  3 1  .  V.  6.  Theat.  Chym. 


THe  way  of  acuating  this  Celeftial  and  Burning  B  (Spi¬ 
rit  of  Philosophical  Wine)  is  to  take  of  the  Subftances 
declared  to  you  what  quantity  you  will :  But  we 
take  the  Subftances  of  Flowers  United  {that  isy  the  Subftance  of 
New  Honey,  pag.  269..)  which  we  putina  Veflel  to  diftill  all  the 
A-quofity  through  Y  {Balueo  Maria,  pag.  170.)  Then  we  pour 
in  three  parts  and  more  of  B  upon  that  Subftance  prepared  af¬ 
ter  this  manner ;  fhuttingthe  Veflel  with  its  Cover  galled  Ante* 
notorium,  and  put  it  inPutrefaftion  for  the  fpace  of  one  Natural 
Day  ;  then  with  three  Diftillations  by  Z.  {Fire  of  AJhes ,  pag* 
270.)  we  diftill  till  we  obtain  all  the  Mercurial  Part  with  the 
whole  juice  of  the  BleiTed  Subftance  by  that  Method,  then  re¬ 
peat  the  aforefaid  Magiftery  with  New  Subftance  of  Flow7- 
ers,  and  making  this  Regiment  four  times,  at  the  end  of  which, 
you  have  reduced  B  folutive  from  Power  into  Aft*  by  Virtue  of 
the  Manna  of  the  Flowers  United. 

Now  take  aftrong  Glads  V eflel,  able  to  hold  as  much  Water, 

as 
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as  a  common  Pitcher,  with  a  Neck  one  fpan  and  a  half  long,  to 
which  another  Glafs  Veflel,  containing  a  fourth  part  only  of  the 
Pitcher,  mull  be  joyned,  and  well  luted  :  Into  this  Veflel  put 
four  Pounds  of  C  ( 'the  /.iv^/.Menflruum  made  of  Honey)  to  Circu¬ 
late  in  Balneo,  or  Horle  Dung,  the  fpace  of  thirty  or  forty  Days, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  time,  you  will  have  C  converted  in¬ 
to  D  (into  the  Quznte (fence  in  its  Perfection,  dr  axon  from  excellent 
Wine ,  which  is  the  Form  of  the  Vniverfal  Body  reduced  into  B,  and 
B  into  C,  and  then  Circulation  to  he  made .  This  §huinte fence  is 
VegetaTky  becaufe ,  all  the  reft  of  the  fharp  Waters  defraying  Me¬ 
tals ,  this  alone  doth  hy  its  Virtue  vegetate,  augment  and  multiply 
them .  Wherefore  this  Water  is  the  Myftery  of  Art,  becaufe  it  is  - 
Burning,  Calcines,  and  Jijfolves  Bodies,  if  it  he  perfectly  rectified, 
pag.  a  69.)  But  the  Sign  of  knowir^g,  whether  this  Converfion, 
be  made,  will  be  a  fediment  in  the  bottom  of  the  Veflel,  like 
that,  which  appears  in.  theUrine  of  a  found  Maxi.  When  the 
Glorious  Body  draws  nigh,  after  thirty  Days  in  the  end  of  Per¬ 
fection,  then  will  you  fee  D,  or  the  Quinteflence  in  greater  cla-  ~ 
rity  and  fplendor  than  any  Diamond.  The  clarity  whereof 
furpafles  all  Precious  Things,  lo  as  that  it  is  difficult  to  judge, 
whether  that  Divine  Liquor  be  in  or  out  of  the  Veflel :  Then 
you  muft  feparate  our  Heaven  from  its  Sediment  or  Hypojlqfts 
with  Induftry,  keeping  it  in  a  Veflel  well  luted  in  a  cold  pfece, 
that  nothing  may  from  thence  expire.  This  Quinteflence  is  by 
the  Philofophers  called  Spiritus  Fivus,  becaufe  it  gives  Life  to 
humane  Bodies,  and  Metails,  as  alfo  Aqua  Argent i  vivi,  Aqua  Vi¬ 
ta,  Aqua  Cede  ft  is,  Aqua  Divina,  Stella  Diana ,  Anima,  Spiritus 
Mercurii  noftri  Vegetalilis,  Fumus ,  Fentus,  Calum  Noftrum.  To 
conclude,  infinite  Names  have  been  given  it,  which  notwith- 
ftanding  fignifies  one  and  the  fame  thing. 
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Annotations.. 
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THe  antecedent  acuition  of  tfk  Spirit  <?/Philofophical  Wine 
Qyly  Vegetables ,  ^  7#  ii*//  ^/<m/£  Chriftopher 

Parifinus,  and  therefore  inflead  thereof  he  fuhftituted  this ,  which  he 
found  better  than  the  other.  Thegreat  Myftery  andTreafure^YA 
he)  which  we  teach  you  in  this  Chapter,  is,  how  you  ought  to 
make  B  ( the  Cceleftjal  and  Ardent  Spirit )  acute,  which  we  figni* 
fie  by  C,  wherefore  give  Ear,  for  I  know  not  how  I  ought  to 
propound  this  Doftrine,  left  this  Secret  fhould  be  proftituted  to 
all  Men :  For  all  the  Philofophers  that  ever  have  been,  have  ab- 
fconded  this  Secret  under  divers  Figures,  becaufe  without  all 
doubt  this  is  the  thing,  which  is  the  Principal,  or  one  of  the 
Principal  Keys  of  this  admirable  Science.  This  I  would  have 
you  certainly  believe, that  B  hath  no  folutive  Nature  a£bually,but 
only  potentially  ,•  for  if  B  were  not  acuated  by  the  way  and 
means  manifefted  to  you,  it  would  have  no  power  of  Difiolving : 
Some  made  it  acute  with  Vitriol,  which  way  is  good  enough  : 
Some  with  Niter :  Some  with  Cinnabar :  Some  with  thefe  two, 
and  fome  with  all  three  :  Some  with  their  Earth,  which  way 
difpleafeth  me,  becaufe  this  way  thick  Un&uofity  and  Pondero- 
fity  was  introduced :  Some  have  ufed  Vegetables,  as  Herbs, 
Roots,  Flowers,  and  Seeds  known  to  you,  which  have  powerful 
Mercuries  in  them  ;  for  this  Reafbn  it  is,  That  they  which 
handled  it  this  way, augmented  rather  its  Vegetable  Form,  than 
made  it  folutive  :  Some  ufed  Flowers  United  for  acuition,  which 
is  the  Principal  Way,  and  of  our  Intention,  which  is  found  in 
the  Alphabet um  apertoriale  :  Some  not  knowing  the  true  way 
of  acuating  this  B,  fpent  much  time  in  preparing  divers  Waters, 
before  they  could  put  any  Body  into  B,as  happened  to  us  in  the 
beginning,  feeking  that  Pra£tice,  which  is  now  manifefted  to 
you  by  the  Praftice  of  our  Summetta ,  which  though  it  hath 
fucceeded  well,  yet  with  very  great  Labour.  The  Myftery  of 
this  diflblutive  part  is  difficult,  and  tedious,  and  therefore  I  will 
undertake  the  Repetition  of  it ;  for  having  made  B  acute  by 
this  Method,  which  wTe  now  manifeft  concerning  the  folutiorr  of 
Bodies,  to  be  perfected  without  trouble  in  a  little  time,  you  will 
be  certain.  But  I  confefs,  when  I  was  with  you  at  that  time, 
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wherein  we  made  the  firfl  beginning  of  diftolving,  we  did  nor 
underftand  Raymund  Lully  in  this  dillolutive  part ;  but  having 
read  him  over  again  returning  to  our  Studies,  Pra&ifing,  Pray¬ 
ing,  and  Fading,  a  perfeft  illumination  of  Mind  came  to  us: 
this  way  therefore  will  I  manifefi:  under  the  Seal  of  Silence,  pag. 
231.  Vol.  6.  Theat .  Chym. 

Parifinus  doth  by  the fe  Words  make  us  more  ajfured ,  that  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Philofophical  Wine  hath  no  power  of  diftolving  any  hut  Oyly 
things ,  becaufe  it  is  Oyl  it  felf ;  lut  in  order  to  dijfolve  dry  things 
alfo ,  it  isnecejfary  for  it  to  he  acuated,  that  is,fo  tempered ,  as  to  he 
made  homogeneous  alfo  to  dry  things ,  and fo  dijfolve  them ,  which  to 
le  a  Work  difficult  and  tedious,  his  own  Experience  proveth  :  out  of 
many  acuators  therefore  of  the  Adept s,  he  choofeth  Hony  before  the 
reft ,  whofe  principal  acuating  faculty ,  he  calls  the  great  Myftery  and 
Treafure  of  the  Art.  For  according  to  Lully,  the  Spirit  of  Philo¬ 
fophical  Wine  in  Honey  hath  two  free  Operations ,  that  is ,  this  Vntti- 
ous  Spirit  is  eafily  Vnited  to  the  Vnlluoftty  of  Honey,  and  hy  the  fame 
means  alfo  eafily  tempered  with  the  aridity  of  Honey*  In  a  Wordy 
there  are  other  indeed ,  yea  all  the  following  Menftruums  ftronger 
than  this ,  lut  none  more  eafie  to  le  prepared ,  and  letter  for  a  youngs 
Beginner.  Lully  made  the  fame  Menftruum  after  this  manner. 


1 1 .  The  Spirit  of  Honey  of  Lully. 
Cap. 19.  Lib.  Mercur. 


i  .  » 

TAke  of  Aqua  Vitas,  and  put  into  this  Vegetable  Humidity 
a  third  part  of  a  Honey-Comb,  with  all  its  Subftance, 
Wax,  and  Honey  together,  ferment,  or  digefl  it  in  a  gentle  heat 
for  three  Hours,  and  the  longer  it  (lands,  the  better  it  is :  then 
let  it  be  Diftilled  in  Balneo,  and  repeat  the  Diftillation  and  Fer¬ 
mentation  nine  times,  renewing  the  Comb  every  fecond  Diftilla- 


tion. 


Parifinus  it  fee  ms  to  me  learnt  not  only  the  Spirit  of  Philofophi¬ 
cal  Wine,  lut  alfo  the  preparation  it felf  of  this  Menftruum,  from  his ■ 
Mafter  Lully,  though  the  preparation  he  corrected  a  little  :  Parifi¬ 
nus  digefts  one  Pound  of  Honey  in] pi  fated  v:  it  h  three  or  four  Pounds 
of  t  he  ^Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  for  a  Day  in  Balneo ,  then  Di~ 

filling 


I 
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flitting  three  times  mixeth  them  together .  The  Work  he  repeats 
three  times,  fo  as  at  thefe  four  times  to  have  joined  four  Pounds  of 
Honey  together  with  fo  many  Pounds  of  Spirit ,  and  Circulates  both 
each  time.  Lully  digefls  the  Hony-Coml  three  Hours  with  three 
parts  of  Spirit ,  and  in  two  D  ift  illations  joyns  both  together  :  He  re¬ 
peats  the  Work  four  times,  fo  as  in  eight  D  ift  illations  to  have  Vnited 
four  parts  of  Honey  with  three  of  Spirit ;  the  Menftruum  now  join¬ 
ed  together ,  he  Diflills  once  more ,  that  in  nine  times  or  cohob  at  ions, 
he  makes  his  Spirit  of  Honey.  Parifinus  made  choice  of  three  Ingre¬ 
dients  for  his  Medicine :  The  moft  High  Creator  created  three 
Mines ;  among  Minerals,  one,  and  that  is  of  Sol  and  Luna  :  a- 
mong  Vegetables, the  Wine ;  among  Animals, the  Bee,  pag.  zzz. 
Elucid.  Lully  of  thefe  three  thus ,  cap.  4 6.  lib.  Mercurior.  Amongft 
all  Minerals,  Vegetables,  and  Animals,  fixed  Gold  is  chofen  tor 
the  making  of  Medicines ;  and  above  all  the  Virtues  among  Ve¬ 
getables  and  Animals,  are  the  Virtues  of  the  Juice,  or  Broth  of 
Lunar ia,  and  the  Fly  of  Befena ,  which  makes  Honey. 

Parifinus  in  his  Alphabetum  apertoriale  hath  indeed  the  fame 
way  of  acuating  the  Spirit  0^  Wine ;  but  he  in  the  fame  place  fuper- 
adding  the  Salt  of  Honey ,  extracted  out  of  the  Caput  mortuum  cal¬ 
cined  to  the  Menftruum,  this  acuition  is  referred  not  to  this ,  but  to 
another  Kind. 

But  the  Honey  feems  to  have  this  f pedal  Priviledge,  as  if  Men- 
ftruums  of  this  third  Kind ,  could  be  made  of  it  alone  ;  yet  you  mufl 
know  that  all  Oyly  Salts,  Qas  are  Sugar  Criflallized,  Manna  C  rift  alii - 
zed,  crude  Tartar  of  common  Wine,  &c.}  do  on  one  fide  prove  their 
affinity  with  Oyly  things,  but  on  the  other  fide  with  dry,  and fo  do  by 
that  their  Oleofity ,  introduce  their  own  aridity  into  the  Oyly  Spirit 
of  Philofophical  Wine,  but  by  their  aridity  temper  the  Oleofity  of 
that  Spirit.  Wherefore  the  fame  things  are  to  be  under  flood  of  Su¬ 
gar  and  Manna,  as  have  been  fpoken  of  Honey ;  one  Example  or  two 
we  will  add  of  crude  Tartar,  being  dryer  then  the  things  afore]  aid. 


G  2  12.  The 
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Spirit  of  Crude  Tartar  of  Guido. 
Pag.  5T.  Tbefaur. 
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*Ake  of  crude  Tartar  two  Pounds,  of  Spirit  of  Wine  three 
Pounds,  Diftill  and  Coliobate  ten  times  upon  its  own 
Caput  Mortuum.  , .  , . 

Paracelfus  prepared  this  Spirit  of  Tartar  after  this  manner  : 


1 3.  The  Spirit  of  Crude  Tartar  of  Paracelfus. 
Lib.  8.  Paragraph,  pag.  5CX5. 

TAke  crude  Tartar,  beat  and  digeft  it  feven  or  eight  times 
in  the  Akool  of  Wine,  and  Diftill  it  into  a  Liquor,  in 
which  is  no  Alkali* 

.  '  ;  .  ' )  1  Itl  ftd 

Out  of  the  Receipts  we  obferve  the  things  following : 

/  ,  -  ;  0  ,  h'v.)  "  .  ■  '* ;  vv ' 

1.  That  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  hath  in  dry  things  no 
diffolving  faculty  without  acuition. 

x.  That  this  acuition  is  the  My  fiery  of  the  Art ,  being  difficult  and 
tedious . 

3.  That  it  is  left  made  with  crude  Honey ,  white  Sugar-candy^ 
and  Manna  purified . 

4.  That  fitch  Menftruums  as  thefe  are  fomewhat  hard  to  he  made 
with  crude  Tartar .  . 

5*.  That  Lully  by  Aqua  Vitae,  Parifinus  by  the  Celeftial  and 
Ardent  Spirit,  Guido  by  Spirit  of  Wine,  and  Paracelfus  by  the  Al- 
cool  0jfWine,  meant  not  common  Aqua  arden s,  which  if  a  Man  try  an 
experiment  with  the  Spirit  of  common  Wine ,  he  will  by  fiis  own  Ex¬ 
perience  find  the  Truth  of  the  Matter  confirmed . 

6.  That  Menftruums  of  this  Kind  are  the  Magifiery  of  Honey , 
Manna ,  Sugar ,  crude  Tartar,  mix  d  with  Spirit  of  Philofophical 
Wine,  they  are  made  extempore, thus :  Take  of  the  Effence  of  Philofo¬ 
phical  Wine,  and  the  Magifiery  of  Hony  or  Sugary equal parts  of  each , 
mix. 

7.  That  thefe  Menftruums  are  Medicaments. 


8.  That 
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8.  fhat.  not  only  the  Spirit  <?/Philofophical  Wine,  hut  alfo  the 
Menftruums  themfelves  have  ken  C initiated ,  lyreafonof  which 
Circulation,  the  Menftruums  are  called  Circulatums  ,•  and  though 
it  he  not  always  exprejly  declared  in  Receipts ,  that  they  Jhould  he 
Circulated,  yet  it  ought  to  he  under flood  in  all :  for  this  Circulation 
is  the  Purification  and  Melioration  of  the  Menftruum.  By  Y,  faith 
ParifmuSji//  Alphabeto  Summetta,  pag.  9.  mei  M.  S  s.  We  meant 
AquaVitoe  Circulated  thirty  Days  at  leaft,  in  which  Operation 
it  is  Purified  from  its  Terreftreity,  fo  as  to  raifeit  felf  to  thjt  Ce- 
leftial  Virtue  of  a  Quinteflence,  which  is  called  our  Hefimt,  In¬ 
fluencing  upon  the  Elements  fuch  effects,  as  you  may  deferved- 
ly  call  miraculous :  We  therefore  Name  it  g uintejfence  and  Aqua 
Fitce,  becaufe  it  vivifies  Bodies.  Without  this  F,  no  alteration 
can  be  made  in  Bodies,  which  caution  may  ferve  you  for  a  gene¬ 
ral  Rule.  It  is  other  wife  called  Vegetable  Water,  whereof  we 
have  more  than  often  made  mention  in  feveral  places  of  our 
Summetta ,  which  we  lent  you,  affirming  the  difference  between 
F  and  D  to  be  greater,  than  between  a  clear  Day  and  a  dark 
Night,  as  will  appear  in  the  Operation  of  it  in  particulars  as  well 
as  generals,  which  Virtue  proceeds  notwithftanding  from  our 
Circulation. 

•'  *  '  •  •.  'J  *  *  ^  !  •'  '  -  •  *  *  4 
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The  fourth  KIND. 


r  i  J  >  i  Tj  V  r  >  •  .  '  ■*  "  l 

Vegetable  Menftruums  <7/ 
S/im  <?/  Philolopbical  Wine,  and 
Volatile  Salts,  facb  as  common  Sal  Ar¬ 
moniack  of  Blood  Jirine,  Soot,  3cc. 

if  ■  ■  ;  '  ;  < 

1 4.  The  Spirit  of  Sal  Armoniack.  of  T rifmofmm. 

In  Trait.  Aquil.  nig.  fag.  1 3.  AurV slier .  Germ. 


TAke  of  Sal  Armoniack  one  Pound, of  common  Salt  melted 
one  Pound  and  a  half,  being  very  well  pulverized  and 
mix’d,  fublime  them  ;  the  Matter  fublimed  fublime  a- 
gain  with  new  Salt,  and  that  to  be  repeated  fo  oft,  till  the  Sal 
Armoniack  be  made  like  an  impalpable  Spirit,  (fiowdefi)  then 
imbibe  with  the  Spirit  of  ( Philofophical )  Wine,  and  the  Veiled 
being  very  clofe,  fet  it  in  Balneo  to  be  difTolved ;  being  diflolved 
decant,  and  putrify  with  new  Spirit  of  Wine  added  the  fpace  of 
eight  Days  inBalneo,  then  Diftill  gently  one  half  in  Balneo,  and 
being  Diftilled  pour  it  again  to  the  remainder,  and  Diftill 
again,  but  witha  ftronger  Fire,  that  all  may  afeend  through  the 
Alembick :  Being  Diftilled,  reftifie  it  fo  often,  till  it  be  without 
Faeces. 


Annotations. 


Hitherto  of  things  Oyly  acuating  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical 
Wine ;  now  follow  thofe  things  which  are  lefs  Oyly ,  V olatile 
Salts ,  which  though  they  feem  not  to  he  Oyly ,  yet  that  they  aie  fo  is 
eafily  demonftrated  hy  the  following  preparations  of  Salts  Harmoni- 

ack,  whofe  Earths ,  otherwife  mofi fixed  and  flowing  like  Wax ,  are  hy 

the 


(  39  ) 

the  ZJnUuofity  alone  of  the  Menftruum  made  V ilatile ,  but  this  will 
not  now  be  our  inquiry :  It  fufficeth  us  to  ufe  crude  and  common  Sal 
Armoniack,  Salt  of  Vrine ,  Blood ,  &c.  for  the  acuition  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  which  Salts  do  by  their  aridity  alter 
their  Vncluofity  of  this  Spirit ,  more  than  the  aforefaid  Oyly  Matters , 
and  confequently  make  the  Vegetable  Menftruum  Jlronger.  The 
fame  Receipt  hath  Trifmofinus  Libro  novem  Tin&urarum  in 
Tinftura  Quarta,  pag.  5:9.  as  alfo  in  Tinftura  Pitrumonfonis 
Philofophi  Angli,  pag.  90.  of  the  aforefaid  Book ,  Trifmofinus 
fublimes  crude  Sal  Armoniack  fever al  times  upon. Salt  fufed,  to 
be  acuated  by  the  acidity  of  this  Salt,  and  then  the  better  diffolved  1 
by  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine.  Geber  tie  invefligat.  Ma- 
gift,  pag.  284.  Sublimes  Sal  Armoniack  with  an  equal  proportion 
of  Salt .  Ariftotle  the  Chymift  perfected  this  fublimation  after  this 
manner y  pag.  74.  Volum .  3.  Iheat.  Chym.  Take  of  Sal  Armoniack 
one  Pound,  of  Spuma  Maris  fix  Ounces,  of  Sal  Gemme ,  of  common 
Salt  and  Alum,  of  each  two  Ounces,  grind  them  all  together, and 
Sift  through  a  thick  Hair  Sieve,  then  put  the  Matter  into  an  A- 
ludel,  and  fublime,  and  the  Sublimation  repeat. 

The  Sal  Armoniack  being  thus  fublimed ,  is  impregnated 
with  the  Spirit  of  Wine  ,  (  not  common ,  for  then  would  the 
procefs  not  fucceed ,  hut  Philofophical  Wine )  and  then 
diffolved  per  deliquium  :  For  the  Vnttuofity  of  this  Spirit  cannot 
diffolve  the  fub fiance  of  Sal  Armoniack,  being  heterogeneous  to  it, 
but  fuccejfively ,  and  by  flow  degrees .  Wherefore  this  diffolut  ion  will 
letter  fucceed  according  to  the  Method  of  Lully.  Diftolve,  faith 
he,  Sal  Armoniack  in  the  Phlegme  of  Vinum  of  Lotium ,  {Philofo¬ 
phical  Wine  made  of  Vrine')  pafs  it  through  a  Filter,  and  remove 
the  Water  by  Balneo,  and  the  Salt  will  remain  coagulated  and 
white  ;  diffolve  again  with  the  Phlegm,  and  Diftii  it  away  by 
Balneo.  Then  take  fuch  a  quantity  of  Aqua  Vitae  (Spirit  of 
Philofophical  Wine)  ’  as  you  have  of  Phlegm,  and  pour  them  to¬ 
gether  upon  the  lame  Salt,  and  the  Vefiel  being  covered  with 
its  Antenotorium  (Blind  AlembicV)  fet  it  in  Balneo  twenty  four 
Hours  ;  the  Antenotorium  being  taken  away,  and  an  Alemlick 
put  on,  Diftili  by  Balneo  with  a  moil  gentle  Fire,  when  the  Salt 
is  coagulated,  congeal  it  again,  repeat  the  fame  Magtftery,  dif- 
folving  by  turns  alter  this  manner,  and  congealing  three  times  ; 
and  lo  have  you  reduced  ihe  laid  Salt  into  a  Vegetable  Virtue, 


/  • 
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by  tlra  help  of  the  Vegetative  Spirit,  by  which  you  diflolved  and 
congealed  it.  Lully  in  Exp.  id.  Sal  Almoniack  is  eaftly  diffolved 
in  the  Phlegm  0/ Philofophical  Wine,  and  foishy  this  means  fooner 
joyned  with  the  Vnttuous  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  than  if  it 
were  immediately  cajl  into  this  Spirit.  That  Trifmofinus  knew 
alfo  this  Method,  and  fometimes  madeufeof  it,  appears  hy  the  follow- 
ing  Menftruum.  V 

1 5.  AnotherWater  of  Sal  Armoniacksti  Trifmofinus. 
In  TinShtra  Gereton,  fag.  98.  Aur.  Vel.  German. 

TAke  of  Sal  Jrmoniack  Crude  two  Pounds,  let  it  be  diflolved 
in  Wine  ( Philofophical )  Criftallize  it,  let  the  Criftals  be 
diflolved  per  deliquium ;  the  folution  divide  into  two  parts,  one  of 
which  diftil  into  the  other  with  a  Fire  fufEciently  ftrong,  recti¬ 
fy  the  parts  being  joyn’d  together  into  a  ftrong  Water  of  Sal 
Armoniack.  The  Sal  Armoniack  therefore  heingdijfohed either  in 
the  Phlegm  of  Philofophical  Wine,  ( that  is,  Aqua  ardens  not  refti- 
fyd~)  or  Philofophical  Wine  it  felf,  Criflallized,  and  rejoined  yet 
deliquium,  is  either  hy  it  felf,  or  with  the  addition  of  new  Spirit  of 
Wine ,  Difttlled  into  a  Water  of  Sal  Armoniack. 

This  Kind  o/Menftruums  is  made  not  of  Sal  Armoniack  only, hut 
(dfo  of  the  reft  of  the  Volatile  Salts,  thus : 

•*'■*•*•  ,f  \ u  ■  Y  .  *■  ■  1  '  '  v  ■  .  .«  • 

’  . '  5  .  .  .  >  . 

1 6.  The  Gelative  Sulphur  of  Lully. 

;  r  In  Exp.  8. 

TAke  of  the  aforefaid  animated  Spirit  (of  Vrine )  one  part, 
and  of  Aqua  Vita  perfeftly  redbify  cl  four  parts, which  pour 
upon  the  animated  Spirit,  and  forthwith  flop  the  Veflel,  that  it 
may  not  reipire,  which  Veflel  muft  be  a  large  Bottle,  which 
lliakc  and  move  w'ith  your  Hands,  lo  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
"Eye  or  Moment,  you  will  lee  all  the  Welter  converted  into  Scut  $ 
but  if  any  part  of  Phlegm  be  in  the  ( Philofophical )  Aqua  Vita, 
it  will  be  immediately  feparated  from  the  Salt  in  the  Form  of 

Water ;  the  Aqua  Vita  therefore  ought  to  be  very  well  purged 

from 


from  all  Phlegm,  that,  when  the  work  is  done,  no  Matter  may 
remain  with  the  Salt,  but  be  wholly  converted,  which  will  be 
better  and  more  ufeful,  and  by  this  means  you  will  have  the 
Animal  and  Vegetable  Salt,  which  we  will  call  Coagulative  and 
Gelative  Sulphur,  becaufe  it  hath  the  property  and  virtue  of 
diffolving  the  two  Luminaries,  and  reducing  them  from  power 
to  aft,  their  Vegetative  and  Germinative  Form  being  preferved. 
Lully fome  times fullimed  this  Off  a  or  Pap  of  Vrinejn  the  Ninth  Ex¬ 
periment  followings  thus : 

There  is,  faith  he ,  befides,  another  way  of  Copulating  the 
aforefaid  Animal  Spirit  with  the  Vegetable  Spirit,  namely,  thus: 
Take  of  the  Animated  Spirit,  reftiffd  as  above,  what  quantity 
you  will,  and  pour  it  upon  three  parts  of  our  ( Philofophical )  A- 
qua  Vitce  perfectly  reftiffd,  which  Copulation  ought  to  be  made 
in  a  Body  large  and  high,  to  which  an  Alembick  may  be  fud- 
denly  fitted  :  the  faid  Copulation  therefore  being  made,  you 
muft  have  prefently  ready  fom'e  Cotton-Wooll  dipped  in  Oyl, 
and  very  well  fqueezed,  wherewith  the  Mouth  of  the  Diftilling 
Veflel  muft  be  forthwith  flopped,  and  it  muft  be  let  in  within 
the  Neck  downward,  a  hands  breath,  fattened  with  a  ftrong  Fla- 
nel  thread,  that  upon  occafion  you  may  draw  out  the  faid  Cot¬ 
ton-Wooll,  then  put  to  it  an  Alembick  with  a  Receiver,  very 
clofe  flopped,  and  fet  it  in  a  Furnace  of  Afhes,  giving  it  at  firfta 
gentle  heat  ,*  but  then  by  degrees  increafing  the  Fire,  till  it  be 
lublimed :  which  fublimation  you  muft  keep  in  a  Veflel  firmly 
flopped,  becaufe  with  this  Salt  and  other  Means  you  will  be  able 
to  do  Wonders. 

Parifinusi#  his  Apertorium,  pag.  iq.  M  S.  S.  wei,  doth  lythis 
Salt  of  V t  ine  acuate  his  C.  or  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  which 
being  acuate d,  he  then  Circulates  ly  the  way  ufedy  and  before  defc ri¬ 
led  in  the  Circulation  of  his  Coelummelleum.  Lully  hath  alfo  Jome - 
times  ufed  the  V ilatile  Salt  of  Bloody  for  the  making  of  the/e  Men- 
ftr  uums,  as  in  his  twelfth  experiment.  Take  Blood  ground  (Blood 
drawn  from  found  and  cholerick  Men,  dryedon  a  clean  Table, 
that  the  Phlegm  may  be  feparated  from  it,  and  then  pulveri¬ 
zed,  Exp.  ii.)  put  it  in  a  Glafs  Body  with  a  long  Neck,  and  ha¬ 
ving  fitted  an  Alembick  to  it  with  a  Receiver,  Diftilfirft  with 
a  gentle  Fire,  till  the  moifture  exhale,  then  encreafe  the  Fire  till 
the  Salt  be  fublimed,  which  will  be  very  white,  gather  it  warily, 

H  and 
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and  keep  it ;  for  it  is  of  very  great  Virtue  and  Efficacy.  You 
have,  my  deareft  Son,  ail  the  Medicines  (S alts' )  which  have  pro¬ 
perties  with  the  two  Luminaries,  as  alfo  with  the  other  imper¬ 
fect  Metals,  without  which  this  Art  ofTranfmutation  cannot 
obtain  its  dcfired  end. 

,  The  Things  which  I  obferve  from  the  Receipts  are  : 

I .  That  ly  Wine,  Spirit  of  Wine ,  and  Aqua  Vitas  common ,  is  not 
meant  Aqua  Ardens,  with  which  it  is  impojfihle  to  reduce  or  diftil 
common  Sal  Armoniack  into  a  liquid  fuhftance,  and  though  it  might,  ^ 
yet  that  Menftruum  would  he  Common ,  not  Philofophical ,  being  made 
without  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine. 

z.  That  ihefe  Menftruums  are  made  of  all  Volatile  Salts. 

3.  That  the  Menftruums  of  this  Kind  are  the  Magi  Her  ies  of  Vola¬ 
tile  Salts .  Mix  the  E (fence  ^Philofophical  Wine  with  the  bdagi- 
ftery  of  any  Volatile  Salt ,  andyou  will  in  a  moment  make  a  Menftru- 
um  of  this  fourth  Kind \ 

4.  That  thefe  Menftruums  may  he  alfo  made  hy  Pariunus  his  way 

of  Coslum  namely  by  Circulation,and  therefore  called  Cir- 

culatums,  common  Sal  Armoniack  Circulated ,  Salt  ofTJrine ,  Blood , 
Harts-horn ,  &c.  Circulated ,  or  the  Water  of  Sal  Armoniack  Cir¬ 
culated,  the  Water  of  the  Salt  of  Blood  Circulated,  &c.  _ 

5%  That  it  is  very  uncertain  what  Philofophical  Menftruum  Tnl- 
moftnus  meant  hy  Spirit  of  Wine:  For  divers  Menftruums  have 
been  by  the  Adepts  fignified  hy  the  fame  Name  of  Spirit  of  Wine ;  Jot 
the  moft  part  they  meant  the  fimple  Spirit  ^Philofophical  Wine, 
fome  times  the  fame  acuated  after  a  different  manner ,  that  is,  the  am¬ 
ple  Vegetable  Menftruum.  So  Bafil  in  his  Book  of  Conclufions ,  pre¬ 
pares  the  Oyls  of  Metals  with  Spirit  of  Wine ;  hy  which  he  declares 
himfelf  to  have  meant  not  the  fimple  Spirit,  hut  a  fimple  Vegetah  e 
Menftruum,  in  the  preparation  of the  Oyl  of  Mercury ,  he  commanding 
this  open  Metal  to  he  hythe  Spirit  of  Wine,  refiify  d  fir  ft  with  Salt  of 
Tartar,  (which  Menftruum  we  fhall  have  in  the  following  Kinds) 
reduced  into  an  Oyl-,  with  the  reft  of  the  Metals  being  more  compatt, 
do  more  require :  Sometimes  alfo  they  did  hy  the  Spirit  of  me  in¬ 
tend  Vegetable  Menftruums  compounded ;  Jo  Lully ,  amongthe  other 
Names  of  Circulatum  majus,  reckons  up  alfo  Aqua  Vitae.  T  ms 
Menftruum,  faith  he,  the  Wife  Men  called  by  almoft  innumerable 

Names,  the  Acetum  acerrimum ,  which  converts  Gold  into  a  pi- 
}  rit : 
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rit ;  this  is  Aqua  Sicca ,  Aqua  Solis ,  m  Exp** 5*  Tea, 

Mineral  Menftruums  alfo  the  Adepts  more  than  often  call  by  the 
Name  of  Aqua  Vitae.  £0  Albertus  in  fuo  Compofitode  Compo- 
fitis,  pag.  939.  Volum  4.  Theat.  Chym.  Difti/ls  a  Mercurial 
Mineral  Water  ;  of  which  thus  :  Behold,  this  is  the  Afua  Vitae,  the 
Acetum  Philofophorum ,  and  Lac  Virginis, by  which  Bodies  are  re- 

folved  into  the  firft  Matter.  . 

Though  therefore  it  be  uncertain  to  Divine  what  Spirit  of  Wine 
out  of  Juch  a  vajl  number  of  Menftruums  Trifmofinus  intended ; 
yet  fhallwenot  much  err  from  the  Truth ,  if  we  take  any  Menftruum 
whatfoever ,  either  Simple  or  Compounded,  Vegetable  or  Mineral,  irt- 
flead  of  this  Spirit ;  for  we  may  with  all promifcuoufly  per  fell  the  fame 
Philofophical  Work ,  differing  only  in  degrees,  as  being  flronger  or 
weaker ,  which  common  Spirit  of  Wine  makes  altogether  impojftble^  « 
and  fallacious  :  Tet  notwit  hflanding  Dir  eft  ions  there  are,  which  may 
in  this  ambiguity  make  us  more  certain*,  as,  ^ 

1 .  Any  ambiguous,  or  unknown  Name  of  any  Menftruum,  is  eajtiy 
known  by  its  Synonimds,  if  there  be  any  in  the  fame  Book ,  or  othet 
Writings  of  the  fame  Adept,  as  for  Example :  If  in  the  Defer  iption 
of  the  Balfamum  Samech  of  Paracelfus,  you  know  not  what  the 
Circulatum  minus  is,  the  Synonimds  ( produced,  by  Paracelfus 
himfelf.  Lib.  10.  Arch,  in  the  Defer  iption  of  the  Circulatum  rna- 
jus,  (where  it  is  called  Primum  Ens  Salis,  and  Arcanum  Salis)  de¬ 
noting  moreover  the  Nature,  yea,  and  preparation  of  the  Menftruum, 
delivered  here  perhaps  lefs  clearly  (epaatenus  Menftruum])  but  elfe- 
where  more  plainly  under  the  Title  of  Eftence  or  Primum  Ens])  do 
put  it  out  of  all  doubt,  that  it  is  the  Arcanum  of  common  Salt.  But 
Ifaid,  Synonimds  in  the  Writings  of  th't  fame,  not  of  another  Adept, 
becaufe  oftentimes  others  intended  another  thing  by  thefe  Names yed 
that  Name  which  hath  in  one  Book  the  fame  fignific  at  ion  with  the  reft f 
hath  commonly  in  another ,  though  of  the  fame  Author,  a fignific  at  ion 
different  from  them ;  and  therefore  that  Synonymum  muft ,  ifpoffible, 
be  had  out  of  the  fame  Book,  which  muft  then  be  compared  bot  h  with 
other  Writings  of  the  fame  Author ,  and  alfo  with  the  Writings  of 
other  Adepts,^  confirm  the  meamrtdof  T 
the  Synonimum,  which  was  doubted  of 


tings  of  other  Adepts,  becaufe  tht  Adepts  them  ft  hues  'have  fomtimes 

H  x  ~  alfo 
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Mfo  erred,  in  giving  an  explication  either  letter  than  was  fitting,  or 
altogether  contrary,  to  an  obfcure  Name  and  Place  ;  yet  is  it  not  on¬ 
ly  lawful,  but  necejj'ary  alfio,  toobferve  what  they  jay,  ej pec  hilly  the 
Scholars  or  Followers  of  the  fame  Author  ;  for  though  they  j new  not 
the  Authors  Meaning,  yet  do  they  their  own  as  to  that  Matter. 

,  y>ut  jjr  Synonima’s  cannot  difeover  the  Name,  feme  exprejjwn 
ufed  in  the  Receipt  will  perhaps  explain  it  more  eafily,  provi¬ 
ded  it  he  rightly  examined  by  an  induftrious  Obferver  of  thoje 

Receipts  #  ■  ; 

x.  I  fit  be  not  known,  whether  the  Adept  means  a  Mineral  (Acid) 
or  Vegetable  Menftruum,  it  mujl  be  enquired  by  the  Particulars 

^  Firft^  Whether  that  Menftruum  dijfolves  Bodies  with  force  or 
heat,  for  then  it  mujl  be  Mineral,  this  Sign  betraying  the  acidity  of 
Minerals  Salts  :  becaufe  Vegetable  Menftruums  dijjolve  Bodies  al¬ 
ways fweetly,  and Jlowly.  •  i 

Secondly,  Whether  the  diffolution  digejledfor  a  time  be  convert¬ 
ed  into  a  Black  Colour ,  or  Black  Powder  fwimming  upon  the  Men¬ 
ftruum,  for  thatfignifies  a  V tgetable  Menftruum,  becaufe  the  di (jo¬ 
int  ions  of  Mineral  Menftruums  do  contain  Bodies  twice  diffolved, 
once  with  the  Spirit  tf/Philofophical*Wme,  wherewith  they  become 
Black, then  with  the  coprofive  or  acid  Spirit  of  Salts :  Therefore  the 
Black  Powder  and  Colour  are  Signs  of  a  Vegetable  diffolution, 
whereto  is  added  a  Milky  Opacity,  common  indeed  to  both  Mcnitru- 
ums,  for  all  weak  or  weakened  Menftruums,  containing  as  it  were 
their  aridity  lejs  diffolved  and  precipitated,  as  alfo  Vegetable  di¬ 
lutions  longer  digejled  after  llacknefs,  do  become  Opacpus  and  Milky, 
and  fo  continue,  till  they  are  made  diaphanous  and  mojl  dealt,  by 
drawing  of  the  Phlegm,  the  acid  part,  or  tlx  Spirit  of  PMoto- 
phical  Win z  being  better  concentrated :  yet  thefe  three  Signs  we  ne¬ 
ver  obferve  in  the  ufe  of  the  Mineral  Menftruums.  _ 

.  Thirdly,  Whether  the .  Adepts  a d/nonffi  the  Operator  to  beware 
of  air  or  fume  in  Operation,,  or  P oyfon  in  the  ufe  of  the  t  ung  a  rear  x 
prepared  -,  for  that  is  a  Sign  that  his  Menftruum  is,  or  was  Mineral 
becaufe  P oyfon  s  derive  themf elves  Originally  from  acidity,  for  Peat  s 
and  Corals,  yea  Gold  and  all  other  Adds,  though  othePwije  mojl  tn- 
nocent,  do,  by  being  prepared  with  a  Mineral  Meqftruum,  become 

the  morft  of  Poyfons*,  \,\v  r  • 

Laftly,  If  y  opt  fee  Mineral  Bodies  diftinguifiedinto  two  Oylsjivirn- 

'  I  » 


i  45  ) 

mug  diftinttly and  federally  upon  the  Menftruum  Jay,  that  alfo  was 
a  Mineral  Menftruun^  hecaufe  this  cannot  he  done  by  any  Vegetable 
Menftruum,  thong})  never  Jo  ftrong. 

2.  If  it  be  not  known,  whether  cither  the  fimple  or  compounded 
Vegetable  Menstruum  is  to  be  taken ,  ive  obferve  the  things  follow - 
tng  as  to  the  ufe  of  them : 

Firft,  If  in  the  difolution  of  a  Metallkk  or  Mineral  Body,  a  White 
Body  or  Jome  refidue  be  left,  thenmay  ye  know  it  to  be  a  fimple  V ige- 
table  Menftruum,  lecauje  it  extratts  only  the  Tinchres  or  Eff ernes 
of  things,  dijfolving  the  Oleofity,  but  not  the  Aridity  of  things,  on  the 
contrary  Vegetable  Menftruums  compounded,  as  alfo  Mineral  Men¬ 
ftruums,.  which  are  flronger  tha&  the  Simple,  do  diffolve  the  whole 

Body,  not  leaving  any  razees.  •  •  , 

Secondly,  If  the  whole  Body  of  a  thing  diffolve  d  he  turned  into 
0  yl,fwimming  upon  the  Menilruum,  that  was  a  Vegetable  Menftru- 
um  compounded,  for  that  only  are  they  able  to  do  :  The  fimple  Vege¬ 
table  Menftruums  are  not  firongenough,  but  Mineral  Menftruums 
are  too  firong  ;  thofe  therefore  diffolve  not  the  whole  Body ,  but  thefie 
diffolve  not  only  the  whole  Body ,  but  reduce  it,  being  diffolve d  into 
Oyl,  not  one  only,  but  twofold:  So  ^Temperatum  of  Paracelfus, 
(a  Menftruum  otherwife  fufficiently  unknown)  is  by  ufe  known,  to  be 
the  Circulatum  majus,  ora  Vegetable  Menftruum  compounded,  be- 
caufie  he  reduceth  Metals  by  it  into  a  fwimming  Oyl,  or  Magifieny. 

Thirdly,  If  in  the  di  folution  or  digeftion  of  the  thing  dijjdhed, 
youjee  it  made  Black,  or  cajl forth  a  Black  P owder,fry  it  was  a f tri¬ 
ple  Vegetable  Menftruum,  hecaufe  Vegetable  Menftruums  com¬ 
pounded ,  and  Mineral,  as  being  flronger,  do  better  retain  their  Body 

diffolve  d  in  them .  f 

y  But  the  doubt,  whether  the  fimple  Vegetable  Menftruum,  or 

Spirit  of  Philofophical  Winei.?  to  betaken,  length  of  time  alone  re- 
folveth  7  for  the  fooner  Effences  are  made  in  the  Mineral  Kingdom, 
the  flronger  are  the  Menftr  uums  ,;  and  on  the,  contrary  :  But  in  t  ee 
Animal  and  Vegetable  Kingdoms  it  is  difficult ,  if  not  altogether  im- 
'  pojfible,  to  difeern  by  the  length  of  time  alone  the  diffclutions  of  the 
Bodies  as  beingmore  opened ;  of  which  fort  are  Oy  Is, Salts,  as  alfo  tie 
open  Metal  Mercury,  especially, fublimed,  being  more  amply  opened  by 
the  acidity  of  Salts ... 


The 


The  Fifth  KWD. 

Simple  Vegetable  Menftruums  made  of  the 
Spirit  of  Philofophical  W ine,  and  the 
fixed  Salts  of  Vegetables  and  Minerals 
not  tinging. 

1 7.  The  Coelum  V  egetabile  of  Lully ,made  of  the 

Salt  of  Tartar. 

r  * 

In  the  ^\th.  Experiment. 

TAke  thcbeft  Aqua  Vita;,  rcftifiecS fo,  as  toburna  Linnen 
Cloth,  as  you  have  feen,  operating  with  me,  and 
therefore  no  need  of  amplifying  to  you  the  Magiftery 
of  this  Water  :  Take  therefore  of  Aqua  Fit  os  four  Pounds,  and 
put  it  in  a  Glafs  Urinal  ( Cucurbit )  which  is  very  found  ;  then 
take  of  the  Vegetable  Salt,  fublimed  of  the  fecond  Experiment 
{Volatile  Salt  of  tartar)  one  Pound,  grind  very  well,  and  put  it 
in  the  Aqua  Vita,  lute  the  VelTel  with  its  Antenotorium  ( Blind 
Alembick )  firmly,  with  Wax  Gummed,  that  nothing  may  re- 
fpire,then  putrifietwo  Natural  Days ;  after  that  take  away  the 
Antenotorium ,  and  put  on  an  Alembick  with  its  Receiver,  the 
Joynts  being  very  clofe,  and  diftill  upon  hot  Allies.  Take  no¬ 
tice,  that  the  Receiver  mull  be  very  large  and  found,  that  it 
may  not  be  broken  by  the  force  of  the  Aqua  Vita,  and  thus  con¬ 
tinue  your  diftillation  with  a  flow  Fire,  till  all  be  diftilled 
through  the  Alembick  :  But  if  any  part  of  the  Salt  remain  in 
the  bottom  of  the  Veflel,  pour  it  again  upon  the  Water  now 
I  .  .  -  lately 
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lately  diftilled,  and  diftill  as  before,  making  the  Joynts  as  clofe 
as  may  be ;  the  diftillation  repeat  in  this  order,  till  all  the  Salt 
be  pafled  through  the  Alembick  in  the  Form  of  clear  Water. 
Then  put  of  the  aforefaid  Salt  one  other  Pound  into  an  Urinal, 
and  pour  the  fame  diftilled  Water  to  it ;  cover  the  Veflel  with  its 
Antenotorium ,  as  before,  putrifie  as  before,  then  diftill  as  before; 
and  when  all  the  Salt  is  pafled  over  with  the  Water,  take  again 
as  before  of  new  Vegetable  Salt  one  Pound,  and  pafs  it  all 
through  the  Alembick  again,  as  before,  with  the  diftilled  Water ; 
and  by  this  means  you  will  have  thofe  four  Pounds  of  Aqua 
Vitae  united  with  three  Pounds  of  the  Vegetable  Salt,  whichhath 
the  power  of  diflolving  the  two  Luminaries  (Gold  and  Silver ) 
and  all  the  other  Metals,  with  prefervation  of  the  Vegetable 
Form.  But  now  we  intend  to  reduce  this  Ample  Menjlrmm  in¬ 
to  a  CeleftialForm  :  Take  therefore  this  fimple  Menjlruum,  and 
put  it  in  a  found  Glafs  Veflel  (a  Circulatory J  four  parts  of  which 
muft  beempty,  but  the  fifth  full :  Stop  the  Veflel  fo  as  not  to 
evaporate,  and  Circulate  in  Dung  or  Balneo  fixty  Natural  Days; 
and  by  this  Method  will  you  have  a  clarify ’d  Menjlrmm,  in 
which  you  will  fee  a  Sediment,  wherefore  empty  the  Celeftial 
Water  into  another  Veflel,  and  have  a  care  that  no  Sediment 
pals  over  with  the  Water,  which  you  muft  keep  very  clofe  in 
Balneo. 


*'  * 


/ 


Annotations. 


A  S  to  the  facility  of  preparation ,  the  Cerium  melleum  of  Park 
±\  is  fetter  than  the  reft  of  the  Menftiuums,  hut  this  of 
Lully  hathVf reference  among  fimple  Vegetable  Menftruums,  for  it 
is  the  Sapo  Sapientium,  compounded  of  fix  d  Alcalies,  and  the 
Vnftuous  Spirit  Philofophicai  Wine.  Fix'd  Alcalies  are  net 
eafily  joyned  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofbphical  Wine,  hut  when  they 
are  throughly  mix'd  together ,  they  are  eafily  fuhlimed  into  Sal  A r- 
moniack,  Sulphurs  of  Nature,  or  Philofophers  Mercuries,  the 

chief  In  ft  rumen  ts  of  the  mere  fecret  Chymy .. 

Lully  having  prefer ibed  fever al  Acuators  of  the  Spirit  of  Philo¬ 
fophical  Wine,  f peaks  at  length  of  acuating  this  Spirit  with  thefe 
Salts  Fhilofophica/ly  Volatilized :  Let,  faith  he ,  our  Menftruum , 
which  is  the  Quinteilence  of  WTine,  be  depurated  trom  ali 

Phlegm, 
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Phlegm,  and  acuated  with  the  Philofophers  Armoniack ,  becaufe 
it  cannot  otherwife  difiblve  Gold,  nor  Precious  Stones  :  But  let 
the  Philofophers  Sal  Armoniack  be  well  purified,  that  is,  fubli- 
med,  aud  cleanfed  from  all  terreftreity  and  uncleannefs,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  manner  of  the  Philofophers ;  of  which  Philofophical 
Sal  Armoniackwe  have  indeed  treated  largely  in  our  Book,  De  in- 
tentione  Alchimiftarumy  Dedicated  to  the  moft  Illuftrious  King 
Robert ,  in  the  Chapter  De  Salibus  Armoniac ,  &  c.  and  in  Clau- 
fura  Teftamentf  otherwife  called  Fade  wecum ,  in  the  Chapter 
which  begins,  Partus  VeneTerroe.  There  you  may  read  from 
firft  to  laft  the  Magiftery  of  making  and  purifying,  together 
with  the  Virtues  and  Energies  of  this  Salt  :  And  know,  my  Son, 
that  whatfoever  we  Write  in  that  Chapter,  we  mean  that  Salt 
and  nothing  elfe :  Read  and  Perufe  that  Chapter,  becaufe  no¬ 
thing  can  be  done  in  the  Magiftery  without  that  Salt,  for  that 
is  the  thing  with  which  we  acuateour  Menftruum ,  to  difiblve,  as 
Gold,  and  Precious  Stones,  and  Pearls, as  well  for  humane  Mede- 
cines,  as  for  a  Metallickand  Lapidifick  Magiftery,  and  to  make 
Pearls  and  Precious  Stones. 

In  which  Receipt  of  Lully,  we  have  the  Volatile  Salt  of  Tartar 
given  us  freely  f  hitherto  fought  in  vain ,  with  very  great  pains  and 
coft,  of  which  the  theoretical  Philofophers  have  in  their  Theories  ex¬ 
hibited  nothing  but  what  is  mojl  obj cure .  Iipeak,  faith  Sendivogi- 
usy  all  things  openly ;  the  Extraftion  only  of  our  Sal  Armoniack , 
or  Philofophical  Mercury ,  l  have  notfo  openly  revealed  :  Send  An 
Epilogo  12,.  Pratt-  pag. .  337.  Nowy  out  of  his  fecond  Experiment 
alledge d)  we  have  the  following  Description  of  Sal  Armoniack,  or 
Volatile  Salt  0/ Tartar,  thus  : 

The  Volatile  Salt  of  Tartar  of  Lully. 

Out  of  the  Second  Experiment. 

/T~\Ake  thebeft  Tartar ,  pulverize,  and  put  it  in  an  Earthen 
JL  Vefiel  not  glazed,  to  calcine  the  fpace  of  three  Days,  or 
till  it  be  White  :  Which  being  done,  difiblve  it  in  the  Aqua  Vi- 
to?,  firft  diftilfd  (in  the  Spirit  0/ Philofophical  Wine,  not  yet  recti¬ 
fy  d')  thus :  namely,  Put  this  individual,  being  calcined  and 
'  White, 


(  4  9  ) 

White,  into  an  Urinal,  and  pour  in  the  Aqua  Vita  fo,  as  to  be  fe- 
ven  Fingers  above  it,  and  cover  the  Veffel  with  its  Antenotori- 
um  ( Blind  Alemhick')  and  fet  it  on  a  Furnace  of  Allies  to  fimper 
two  Hours,  then  pour  that  which  is  diffolved  into  another  Vef¬ 
fel  carefully,  but  tjjat  which  remains  undiflolved  dry  :  then 
again  pour  in  new  Aqua  Vita ,  and  again  boyl  it  upon  Allies  : 
empty  the  diffolution  again,  as  before,  and  keep  it  with  the 
other  former  diflolution :  the  matter  remaining  in  the  Veffel, 
dry  again, and  take  it  out  of  the  Veflel,  becaufe  it  mult  be  again 
calcin’d,  to  be  the  more  eafily  diflolved  ;  which  being  calcin’d, 
diffolve  again  with  new  Aqua  Vita,  and  boyl  it  upon  Allies  : 
this  di Ablution  keep  with  the  other,  as  above,  and  repeat  this 
Magiftery  fo  oft,  till  all  this  individual  be  calcined,  and  diflbl- 
ved  :  then  put  all  the  dillbiutions  in  an  Urinal,  fitting  an  Alem- 
bick  with  a  Receiver  to  it,  and  dofing  the  Joynts  very  fall,  di- 
ftil  by  Balneo,  till  the  matter  be  congealed,  or  till  no  more  will 
diltil  by  that  degree  of  heat,  then  removethe  Receiver,  and  flop 
it  to  prevent  refpiring,  and  then  fet  the  Urinal  upon  Allies  ;  and 
if  any  corruptible  part  (Phlegm  and  unprofitable  Earth )  remain 
with  the  matter,  let  it  be  burnt,  and  the  Vefifel  having  remain¬ 
ed  two  or  three  Hours,  in  a  Fire  fomewhat  remifs,  and  not  any 
thing  more  diftilling  through  the  beak  of  the  Alembick,  let  the 
Vefiel  cool,  and  then  pour  the  fame  Water  (Aqua  Vita,  or  Spirit 
c/Philofophical  Wine)  which  you  kept  before  ftopt  in  the  Re¬ 
ceiver,  upon  the  matter  again  :  This  matter  therefore  being  dil- 
folved,  diflil  the  Water  again  in  Balneo,  as  before,  which  ha¬ 
ving  taken  away,  the  Receiver  you  muft  keep  well  ftopt  from 
refpiring :  then  let  the  Urinal  in  Afhes,  and  dry  the  matter ;  be¬ 
ing  dry ed,  diffolve  it  in  again  with  the  Water  which  you  kept  in 
the  Receiver  ;  and  if  you  fee  the  diflolution  is  not  clear  and  dia¬ 
phanous,  you  muft  tranfmit  it  fo  often  through  a  Filter  or  Lin- 
nen  Cloth,  and  fo  oft  diflolve  and  congeal  it  by  turns,  as  be¬ 
fore,  till  it  be  free  from  all  Terreftreity,  and  appear  clear  and 
fplendid  :  then  may  you  be  affured,  that  the  impure  and  cor¬ 
ruptible  part  is  feparated,  and  you  will  fee  the  whole  matter 
tranfmuted  into  an  Oyl.  But  now,’  moft  dear  Son,  you  muft 
proceed  to  the  compofition  of  our  Mercury,  and  Sal  Armoniack, 
the  Powers  and  Virtues  whereof  are  fo  many  and  fo  great,  as 
fcarce  to  be  comprehended  within  the  expreflion  of  Man.  The 
V ;  ' 2  I  wav 
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way  of  which  operation  is  thus :  You  rnuft  know  t  le  weight 
of  the  Salt  or  Oyl,  which  you  beheld  in  the  bottom  of  the 
Veflel  depurated,  and  pour  to  it  fo  much  of  cur  Spirit  (t.iat  is 
Am  Vita  re&ify’d  to,  as  to  bum  a  Cloth  fleeped  in  it;  as  will 
be  four  Fingers  above  it,  or  let  there  be  hx  parts  moie  of  the 
weight  of  the  Aqua  Vita,  than  is  the  Salt  01  Oyl .  tne  who  e 
being  mix’d  together,  put  into  an  Urinal  with  a  Cover  or  An- 
tenotorium  well  luted,  that  it  lefpire  not :  putrifie  in  Balneo  the 
fpace  of  two  Natural  Days,  then  take  on  the \  Ant  enot  or  mm,  and 
put  on  an  Alembick,  with  a  Receiver,  clofe  the  Joynts  well, 
and  diftil  in  a  Furnace  of  Alhes  with  a  flow  Fire:  which  diibl- 
lation  muft  be  continued  till  the  Beak  or  Head  difcovei  no  Veins, 
but  fuddenly  after  the  Veins  difappear,  lay  afide  the  eceiver 
with  the  diftilled  Water  (Spirit  tf  Philofophical  Wine  J  and  flop 
it  clofe,  for  now  comes  the  animated  Spirit  (Spirit  of  Wine  im~ 
pregnated  with  the  Effentx  of  Tartar)  which  hat  tie  power  o 
vivifying  its  Body  (or  Caput  Mortuum)  then  continue  the  iame 
diflillation,  in  the  end  augmenting  the  Fire,  that  it  any*  part  of 
Phlegm  remain,  it  may  exhale  and  be  removed  by  that  degree 
of  heat :  Laltly,  the  Veflel  being  cold,  take  out  the  matter  and 
grind  it:  know  the  weight  of  the  matter,  and  pour  to  it  our 
parts  of  Aqua  Vita  more  than  is  the  Earth  (Caput  mortuum)  and 
covering  the  Veflel  clofe  with  its  Antenotonum ,  putrifie  as  be¬ 
fore,  then  putting  an  Alembick  to  it  with  a  Receiver,  well  lu¬ 
ted,  diftill  as  before,  in  a  Furnace  of  Allies :  the  Soul  being  with 
its  Spirit  gone  over,  with  the  fame  Signs  of  Veins,  as  before,  ap¬ 
pearing,  repeat  the  fame  Magiftery  three  times :  For  then  will 
you  have  the  Spirit  perfe&ly  animated,  and  the  Body  examma- 
ted  and  calcined  :  This  Spirit  with  the  Soul  (of  tartar  j  is  indeed 
capable  of  difpofing  every  Phyfical  operation,  but  in  this  place 
we  will  ufeitfor  the  vivifying  of  the  calcineu  Earth  .  Take 
therefore  the  aforefaid  Earth  out  of  its  Veflei,  and  grind  it,  t  len 
put  a  little  of  it  upon  a  red  hot  plate,  which  if  it  melt  like  V  ax 
without  fume,  is  a  fign  of  perfeft  examination  ;  ft  tins  fign  ap¬ 
pear  not,  this  Magiftery  muft  be  reiterated,  till  you  have  obtain¬ 
ed  that  fign.  Then  know  the  weight  of  the  Earth,  upon  winch 
pour  a  fourth  part  of  the  animated  Spirit,  -and  the  Veflel  being 
covered  clofe  with  its  Antenotonum^  fet  it  in  Balneo  two  or  three 
days  to  be  congealed,  or  till  it  be  congealed ;  which  done,  re- 
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move  the ' Antenotorhm,  putting  on  a  Head,  and  diftill  in  a  Fur-  • 
nace  of  Allies  without  a  Receiver,  that  if  there  be  any  part  of 
Phlegm,  it  may  be  from  thence  removed,  for  that  which  comes 
out  fiom  this  diftillation  will  be  infipid,  of  no  favour  or  efteem 
in  the  Form  of  Rain  Water :  Then  again  pour  on  a  fourth  part 
of  the  animated  Spirit,  as  before,  and  congeal  in  Balneo,  as  be¬ 
fore,  then  diftil  the  Phlegmatick  moifture  by  Allies,  as  before, 
and  thus  repeat  the  aforefaid  Magiftery,  till  the  Earth  hath 
drank  up  and  attracted  to  it  all  its  animated  Spirit,  and  attain’d 
to  fuch  a  fign,  that  if  you  put  a  fmall  quantity  of  it  upon  a  Fire- 
hot  Plate,  the  major  part  fume  away,  which  will  be  a  fign  that 
the  matter  is  difpofed  for  the  fubliming  of  our  moll  precious 
Mercury,  which  hath  the  power  of  diffolving  any  Metal  what- 
foever  with  the  prefervation  of  its  Vegetive  and  Germinatlve 
form.  Take  therefore  the  aforefaid  pregnant  Earth,  and  put 
it  into  a  Bolt-head  (Sublimatory)  with  a  long  Neck,  which  you 
mull  lute  very  well  with  Lutum  Sapiential,  and  the  luting  being 
dryed,  fet  it  with  the  matter  into  a  diftilling  Furnace,  admini- 
ftring  in  the  beginning  a  gentle  Fire,  till  the  Bolt-head  grow 
hot,  whofe  Mouth  mull  be  hopped  with  Cotton-wooll,  and  con¬ 
tinue  that  gentle  heat  the  fpace  of  fix  Hours,  then  augment  the 
Fire  fomewhat  fix  Hours  more  ;  but  if  it  begins  not  by  that  de¬ 
gree  of  Fire  to  fublime  ,  increafe  the  Fire  gradually  to  a 
more  violent  degree,  till  it  begin  to  fublime,  which  Fire  continue 
the  fpace  of  twenty  four  Hours,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time, 
the  Vellel  being  cold,  take  from  thence  our  Sulphur  fublimed 
(the  Vegetable  Sulphur  of  Nature )  our  Mercury  ( Vegetable )  our 
Heaven  (dry)  our  Sal  Armoniack  (Vegetable)  our  Stone  not  yet 
fermented,  an'd  call’d  by  many  more  other  Names,  whofe  fa¬ 
culty  is  to  acuate  its  Spirit  (o/Philofophical  Wine)  as  fhall  be 
made  appear  by  the  Experiments  hereafter  following : 

This  Volatilization  of  the  Salt  of  Tartar  is  Efficiently  tedious, yet 
eafie  and  clear,  according  to  the  femur  of  the  Receipt.  In  the  follow¬ 
ing  kind  of  Menllruums,  we  fhall  have  divers  examples  of  making 
fuch  Sal  Harmoniacks,  wherefore  we  will  thither  referve  thqfe 
things  which  are  to  be  admonijhed  aboAt  this  way  of  making  the  Vo¬ 
latile  Salt  c/Tartar.  Lully  mixeth  three  pounds  of  this  Volatile 
Salt  with  four  of  the  Spirit  of  Phiiofophical  Wine  fucceffively  by 
various  di filiations,  and  reduceth  the  mixture  by  circulating  fixty 
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Days  into  the  Vegetable,  Heaven .  But  here  we  are  to  he  advifed , 
that  the  Sal  Armoniack  of  Tartar  in  its  own  dry  Form  is  a  Vege¬ 
table  Menftruum  ;  and fo  according  to  the  prefcribed  method  of  the 
Receipt,  it  is  not  always  neceffary  to  reduce  that  into  a  liquid  fub- 
Jlance  ;  for  that  and  the  Menftruum  made  from  thence  are  therein 
different  ;  becanfe  in  the  making  of  Heaven ,  the  Vdluofty  of  the 
Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  leing  if  up era d dcd,  and  'now  prevalent , 
hath  abfGrbed  and  diffolved  the  aridity  of  the  Sa!  Armoniack  ; 
but  this  being  this  way  too  much  diluted  in  a  greater  quantity  of 
that  Oleolum,  lofeth  much  of  it  ftrengtlh,  and  becomes  lefs  ft  for 
the  diffolutions  of  dry  Bodies  :  But  now  if  the  volatile  Salt  of 
Tartar  be  a  Menftruum  in  a  dry  form ,  feme  have  unadvifedly 
faid  it  ferves  inflead  of  a  Philofophical  Menftruum,  which  not - 
ivithftanding  is  rightly  and  very  well  faid,  if  a  corrofve  Menftru¬ 
um,  which  we  call  Mineral ,  be  underflood,  whofe  place  the  vola¬ 
tile  Salt  of  Tartar,  or  Vegetable  Menftruum,  may  upon  fever al 
occafons  fupply • 

Now  as  this  Sal  Armoniack  reduced  into  a  liquid  fubfttance  by  the 
Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  makes  our  Vegetable  Heaven  ;  fo 
being  diffolved  with  the  Spirit  of  common  Wine  it  makes  the  Spirit 
of  Wine  of  Bafilius  diffolved with  Vinegar, our  Vinegar  diffolved  with 
Aquafortis,  the  Philofophers  Aqua  Regis  ;  and fo  of  many  others .  At 
prejent  the  aforefaid  Spirit  of  Bafilius  hath  its  place . 

>  1 8.  The  Spirit  of  Wine  of  Bafilius. 

In  Fine  Libri  Revelat . 

TAke  generous  wliite-Wine  ( 'common )  and*  diftil  after  the 
ufual  manner,  to  make  a  ftrong  Aqua  Vitas  thereof  in  a 
Copper,  which  re&ifie  in  a  Phial,  and  ieparate  the  Phlegm :  this 
Aqua  Vitce  is  thus  proved:  If  it  burn  all  away,  and  leave  no  A- 
quofity  behind  it,  being  kindled  in  a  Glazed  Veflel  ,*  but  if  any 
remain,  -  diftil  yet  once  or  twice,  the  Joynts  being  very  clofe, 
that  the  Volatile  Spirit  of  the  Wine  may  not  exhale  :  The  Aqua 
Vitce  being  thus  diftilled,  and  exaftly  re&ifi’d  (but  have  a  care 
that  in  the  time  of  diftilling  you  put  not  a  Candle  to  it,  left  it 
hurt  you}  joyn  three  Ounces  of  Tartar  perfectly  fublimed  with 
a  quantity  of  this  Aqua  Vitce  in  another  Phial,  fo  as  that  the  Phi- 
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al  be  half  full,  put  ail  Alembick  to  it  with  a  Receiver  large 
enough,  and  diftil  in  Balneo  Marioe  mod  gently,  becaufe  of  the 
Volatile  Spirits,  a  little  of  the  Aqua  Vitoe  being  left  in  the  bot¬ 
tom,  and  as  jou  diftil,  cool  the  Alembick  with  wet  Cloaths : 
thus  is  the  Spirit  fooner  refolved,  and  pafTeth  into  the  Receiver. 

This  is  that  Spirit  of  Wine  which  Bafilius  ufed  in  fever  al  place  sy 
efpecially  in  his  Conch  fens,  where  by  the  Spirit  of  Wine  he  redu- 
cetk  as  well  Metaliick  as  Mineral  Bodies  into  Oyl :  Whofoevet  hath 
imagined  to  himfelf  another  Spirit  inftead  thereof  mufl  Have  a  care 
left  he  prove  the  truth  of  this  faying  to  his  own  detriment :  There  is 
yet  indeed  another  defc  ripi  ion  of  that  Spirit  of  Wine  in  Appendice 
Elucidationis ,  which  notwith ft  an  ding  differs  not  from  the  former  y 
except  that  in  the  former  description  it  was  read  the  Volatile  Salt 
of  Tartar ;  hut  here  it  is  read  Sal  Armoniack,  perfectly  fubli¬ 
med  ^  but  that  they  are  Synonyma’s,  is  even  now  manifeft  by  the 
Receipt  of  Lully  :  For  whatfoever  Salt ,  either  fix  d  or  volatile , 
is  joyned  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  and  fublimed , 
is  called  cur  Volatile  Salt ,  our  Sulphur  of  Nature ,  and  our  fubli¬ 
med  Mercury 9  which  may  be  ufed  promifcuoufly  as  Salt  Philofophica/ly 
fublimed ;  for  both  thofe  Salts  [of  Tartar  and  Sal  Armoniack) 
were  by  Baklius  made  perhaps  out  of  one  and  the  fame  matter  :  But 
this  his  Menftruum  is  not  ft  fir  eng  as  the  Ccelum  Vegetabile  of 
Lully  ;  though  prepared  out  of  the  fame  Salt  of  Tartar  juft  as  that  : 
For  Bafilius  diminifheth  the  virtue  of  this  Salty  by  adding  the 
Spirit  of  common  Wine  :  Lully  accomplifheth  the  fame  work ,  but 
with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  :  yet  Bafilius  fometimes 
alfo  made  his  Menftruum  ftronger  than  the  Caelum  Vegetabile  of 
Lully,  by  feparating  the  Spirit  of  common  Wine  from  the  Philo¬ 
fophical  Sal  Armoniack,  which  indeed  he  performed  two  ways  : 
Fir  fly  by  kindling  the  Menflruum  in  a  Copper  Vefftl  defignd  for 
this  ufty  to  burn  away  the  Spirit  of  common  Wine ,  but  leave  the  Ve¬ 
getable  Sal  Armdn jack  by  it  fie  If  reduced  into  a  liquid  fubftance . 
The  way  is  this . 
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ip.  The  Fiery  Spirit  of  Wine  of  Bafilius. 

In  the  Place  as  above. 

TAke  the  antecedent  Spirit  of  Wine,  being  fit  for  this  pre¬ 
paration  of  the  Fiery  Spirit,  make  an  Inftrument  of  Cop¬ 
per,  which  may  be  taken  up  in  the  middle,  below  and  above  the 
Holes,  as  alfo  above  the  middle  of  the  Vefiel,  put  on  an  Alem- 
foick  with  a  Pipe,  let  them  be  all  of  Copper,  except  the  Recei¬ 
ver,  which  mull:  be  of  Glafs,  which  put  in  a  wooden  Vefiel  into 
Water,  and  cover  it  above  with  wet  Cloaths,  in  the  wooden 
Vefiel  let  there  be  a  paflage,  by  which  the  Water,  when  hot, 
may  fly  out,  and  cold  be  poured  on :  all  things  being  thus  pre¬ 
pared,  the  Spirit  of  Wine  prepared  is  put  in  through  the  lower 
Holes,  fo  as  to  touch  the  Holes,  then  is  it  kindled,  and  the  Mer¬ 
cury  is  driven  upwards  through  the  middle  Holes,  and  refolved 
by  the  coldnefs  of  the  Water,  and  pafleth  out  of  the  Alembick 
into  the  Receiver  :  Thus  is  the  true  Spirit  of  Wine  prepared,  but 
in  the  work  never  ceafe  from  refrigerating,  and  pour  on  new 
Aqua  Fite,  left  it  burn  too  low.  In  the  Addition  or  Appendix  of 
manual  operations,  Bafilius  defer  He  d  this  Spirit  thus :  Take  Wine 
burned  (rather  Wine  to  he  burned,  made  of  the  Sal  Armoniack  of 
Tartar,  and  Spirit  of  Common  Wine)  which  put  in  a  ftrongVel- 
fel  that  can  endure  the  flame  of  Fire, and  kindle  it  with  a  Match 
of  Sulphur,  and  forthwith  apply  an  Alembick  of  Iron  or  Cop* 
per,  with  a  large  Receiver,  and  the  true  fiery  Spirit  of  Wine  is 
refolved  and  diftilled  into  a  Liquor :  this  is  the  true  airy  and 
fiery  Spirit  of  Wine. 

Secondly,  He  impregnates  Calx  Vive,  or  Quick  Lime,  with  the 
Menftruum  defer ibed  in  Numb.  1 8.  from  which  he  diftillsa  Men- 
ftruum  yet  ftronger,  called  Spirit  of  Calx  Vive.  Calx  Vive, 
faith  he,  is  ftrengthened  and  made  more  fiery  by  the  pure  and 
not  fophifticated  Spirit  of  Wine  (made  of  Sal  Armoniack  and  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Common  Wine  very  often  cohobated,  to  which  Calx  add 
the  Sal  alkali  of  Tartar,  the  dryed  Fasces  of  the  fame  Salt  being 
alfo  added,  from  which,  being  thoroughly  mix’d,  diftil  the  true 
■Spiritus  Gehemeus,  or  Spirit  of  Hell,  m  which  are  great  Mvfte- 
nes  hidden :  the  method  of  acquiring  this  Spirit  I  havetcld  - 

you, 
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you,  which  observe,  keep,  and  accept  for  a  farewel-Gift.  Bafi- 
fim:  in  Repet*  Lapidis,  in  Cap-  de  Cake  viva*  Mark,  faith  her  in 
the  End  of  this  Book,  De  Medicim  fupernaturalilus .  I  told  you 
of  the  Virtues  and  Qualities  of  Precious  Stones,  but  there  are 
alfo  found  many  Stones  defpicableand  ignoble,  yet  of  great  Vir¬ 
tuous  Experience  teftifies  -  though  the  ignorant  and  unskilful  will 
fcarce  give  Gredit  to  thefe  fayings,  and  cannot  conceive  thofe 
things  with  their  dull  Brains,  yet  will  I  demonftrate  it  by  an 
Example  of  Calx  vive,  which  Calx  is  according  to  the  judg¬ 
ment,  of  the  Vulgar,  of  little  value,  and  contemptible  in  obfeuri- 
ty ;  yet  nevertheless  there  is  powerful  Virtue  in  it,  which  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  application  of  it  againft  moll  grievous  Difeafes 
but  its  triumphant  and  tranfeendent  efficacy  being  in  a  manner 
unknown  tomoft  Men,  for  the  fake  therefore  of  thofe  that  in¬ 
quire  into  Natural  and  Supernatural  Myfteries,  do  I  difeover  the 
iecrets  of  this  Book  :  as  a  farewel  alfo  will  I  reveal  the  My  fiery 
of  Calx  vive,  and  declare  firft  the  way  of  diflilling  the  Spirit  of 
it,  which  work  does  indeed  require  an  expert  Artift,  well  inform¬ 
ed  before,  in  this  preparation. 

20.  The  Spirit  of  Calx  vive  of  Bafiliw, 

In  Fine  Lib.  de  Med.  Supernatur . 

TAke  of  Calx  vive  what  quantity  you  will,  grind  and  pre¬ 
pare  it  on  a  Marble  into  an  impalpable  Powder,  v/hereto 
pour  of  the  Spirit  of  Wine  ( Menftrmm  in  Numb.  1 8.}  lo  much  as 
the  pulverized  Calx  is  able  to  imbibe,  no  Spirit  fwimming  upon 
the  Calx.  Then  apply  an  Alembick,  lute  well,  and  put  a  Re¬ 
ceiver  to  it,  abftraft  the  Spirit  from  it  in  a  mod  gentle  Balnea  *, 
this  abftraftion  muft  be  repeated  eight  or  ten  times  :  this  Spirit 
ftrengthens  much  the  Spirit  of  the  Calx.,  which  is  thereby  made  , 
more  fiery.  ^  Take  the  remaining  Calx  out  of  the  Cucurbit 3 
grind  it  very  well,  and  add  to  it  of  the  Salt  of  'Tartar  fAlkalT) 
a  tenth  part,  and  as  much  as  all  of  the  Earth  of  the  Salt  of  Tar- 
tar ,  or  matter  left  in  ext  rafting  the  Salt  of  Tartar?  and  well  dry- 
ed,  diflil  them  all  being  well  mix’d  out  of  a  Retort  well  luted, 
three  part,s  of  which  mufl  be  empty,  in  a  Receiver  large  and 
firm  :  Take  notice,  that  the  Receiver,  into  which  the  Beak  of 
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the  Retort  is  put,  muft  have  a  Pipe  one  Fingers  breadth,  to  which 
another  Receiver  is  to  be  apply  ed, in  which  muft  be  a  little  quan¬ 
tity  of  Spirit  of  Wine  ( Menfruum  in  Numb.  18/)  then  diflil  with 
a  foft  Fire,  and  the  Phlegm  will  afcend  into  the  firft  Receiver  ; 
the  Phlegm  being  diddled, increafe  the  Fire,  and  then  will  come 
a  white  Spirit,  in  the  Form  of  the  white  Spirit  diddled  from 
Vitriol  ( Thilofophicat )  which  will  not  defcend  into  the  Phlegm; 
but  through  the  aforefaid  Pipe  into  the  other  Receiver,  there 
joyning  it  felf  with  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  even  as  Fire  is  eafily 
jpyned  with  Fire.  Take  notice,  if  this  Spirit  of  Calx  be  not  1 
rightly  prepared  or  impregnated  with  the  like  Spirit  of  Wine, by 
the  aforefaid  cohobations,  it  is  in  diddling  mixed  with  its  Phlegm, 
extinguiffied,  and  lofeth  its  Virtue  ,*  fo  difficult  a  tiling  it  is  to 
drive  deeply  into  Nature ,  111  e  referving  many  things  toiler 
felf :  This  Spirit  being  now  mix'd  with  the  Spirit  of  Wine, take 
away  the  Receiver,  pour  out  the  Phlegm,  and  keep  the  Spirits 
of  the  Calx  and  Wine  wearily  :  Obferve,  both  thefe  Spirits  are 
feparated  not  without  difficulty,  for  they  embrace  one  another, 
and  in  diftillation  alcend  together  :  Wherefore,  if  you  kindle 
the  Spirits  being  mix'd  and  united  in  a  Glafs  Vfeflel,  the  Spirit 
of  Wine  is  burned,  but.  the  Spirit  of  the  Calx  remains  in  the 
Glafs,  which  keep  diligently.  This  is  [a  great  Arcanum,  few  Spi¬ 
rits  do  exceed  its  efficacy,  if  you  knew  the  ufe  of  it,  its  quali¬ 
ties  can  fear ce  be  deferibed  by.  way  of  Compendium .  This  Spirit 
diflblves  Crabs  Eyes,  and  the  hardeft  Criftals  :  thefe  three  didd¬ 
led  together  through  an  Alembick,  and  many  times  cohobated, 
make  a  Liquor,  three  drops  of  which  taken  in  warm  Wine,  do 
break  and  diflolve  the  Gravel  and  Stdne  in  Mans  Body,  this 
-  Liquor  expells  the  very  root  or  caufe  of  that  Difeafe  without 
any  pain  to  the  Patient :  This  Spirit  of  Calx  at  the  beginning  is 
of  a  Sky-Colour,  but  being  gently  reftified  appears  white,  tran- 
fparent  and  clear,  leaving  feme  lew  Faxes  behind  it  :  This  Spi¬ 
rit  diflblves  the  moft  fixed  Jewels,  and  Precious  Stones,'  and  on 
the  contrary  fixeth  all  Volatile  Spirits  by  its  tranfeendent  heat  : 
This  Spirit  overcomes  all  Symptoms  whatfoever  of  the  Feda- 
gra, though  never  fo  knotty  and  tartarous,  all  which  it  diflblves 
and  radically  expells. 

If  Spirit  of  Wine,  acuated  tvith  Vegetable  Sal  Harmoniack  be 
kindled ,  the  Spirit  of  common  Wins  is  burned,  but  the  Sal  Harmoni- 

ack 
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ack  beingincombuflible^  afiends  in  the  Form  of  a  Liquor y  and  is  called 
the  Fiery  Spirit  of  Wine  of  Bafilius,  but  the  fame  Spirit  of  Wine 
joyned  with  the  Sal  Harmoniack  being  abforbed  by  the  Calx  vive, 
and  then  diflilled  into  it  felfi  and  then  kindled \  the  Spirit  of  com¬ 
mon  Wine  is  indeed  confumed  by  the  Flame  as  before ,  but  the  Spirit 
of  the  Calx,  or  rather  the  Vegetable  Sal  Harmoniack  afiends  not 
as  before ,  but  remains  in  the  bottom  of  the  Glafs  lecaufe  more  di~ 
gejied ,  and  made  more  fixed  :  But  for  the  greater  elucidation  of  thefi 
Spirits ,  we  thought  good  to  add  another  Defer iption  of  the  Spirit 
of  Calx. 


2ri .  The  Simple  Spirit  of  Calx  vive  of  Bafdius , 

In  manualibus  Operationibus. 

TAke  pure  Calx  vive ,  burn  it  in  a  Potters  Furnace  with  a 
moft  ftrong  Fire,  to  reduce  it  to  an  exa£fc  maturity, grind 
it  very  fine  upon  a  Marble,  and  put  it  in  a  Cucurbit,  pour  to  it 
Spirit  of  Wine  made  of  Philofophical  Tartar  (as  I  {hall  teach  in 
my  method  of  making  Aurum  potabile)  that  the  Calx  may  be 
made  like  thin  Pap  ;  this  being  done,  diftil  from  thence  the 
Phlegm,  till  the  Calx  be  dry,  pour  on  new  Spirit  of  Wine,  and 
draw  of :  repeat  it  fix  times,  then  grind  the  matter  very  curi- 
oufly,  and  put  it  in  a  Cellar  to  be  diflolved  per  deliquium>  and 
within  a  few  days  a  Liquor  will  run  fromit, which  being  gather’d 
and  diflilled  by  a  Retort  in  Sand,  firft  fends  forth  a  Phlegm  t<* 
be  kept  by  it  (elf,  after  that  a  Spirituous  Liquor,  which  alio  keep 
apart:  Now  t#ke  Criftals  pulverized,  mix  them  with  the  farad 
weight  of  Vive  or  Mineral  Sulphur^  burn  this  matter,  continual 
ly  ftirring  it,  till  all  the  Sulphur  be  burned  away,  then  reverbe* 
rate  in  an  open  Fire  the  fpace  of  three  Hours ;  this  done,  poirif 
thejtforelaid  Liquor  to  this  matter’.  Take  alfo  Crabs  Eyes,*  to 
w  hich  alio  pour  the  fame  Liquor  o ((quick  Lime  in  another  Glafs,; 
let  them  be  digefted  fourteen  Days  in  a  heat  ftrong  enough,  and 
from  both  will  afeend  an  humidity  upon  the  fuperfides,which 
decant  finely  into  a  little  Glafs,  and  re&ifie  &VM 

quor  will  remain  in  the  bottom  ,*  three  grams  of  which 
niftred  in  Wine  have  produced  very  great  ePmt&h 
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This  Medicine  cures  alfo  radically  the  Stone  of  the  Bladder  and 
Kidneys,  as  well  in  Men  as  Women. 

The  Spirit  of  Wine  made  of  Philofophical  Tartar,  which  Bafilius 
promifed  to  give  in  his  method  of  making  Aurum  potahile,  will  con¬ 
firm  all  the  aforefaid  Menftruurns  of  Bafilius  ,*  for  thofe  are  made  of 
Sal  Harmoniack,  or  the  Volatile  Salt  of  Tartar  being  divers  ways 
prepared  ;  but  this  Spirit  (/Philofophical  Wine  is  acuated  with  the 
Salt  of  Tartar,  not  indeed  the  common  Alcali  •  but  that  'being  reduced 
together  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  W ine  into  a  liquid fub fiance  : 
for  we  are  to  be  admonifhed  that  it  is  not  always  neceffary  to  make 
the  Ccelum  or  Heaven  of  Lully,  and  the  reft  of  the  Menftruurns 
of  this  kindy  with  the  Salt  of  Tartar,  as  being  Philofophically  Vola¬ 
tilized^  but  that  fometimes  alfo  the  fame  Menftruum  may  be  rnade 
of  the  Salt  of  Tartar  without  the  fullimation  or  reduction  of  it  into 
the  V °,ge  table  Sulphur  of  Nature ,  by  cohob  at  ingonly  the  Spirit  (/Phi¬ 
lofophical  Wine  upon  Salt  (/  Tartar,  till  it  afcendby  diftillation  in 
the  Form  of  a  Milky  Liquor .  It  is  thus  d one  y 

22.  The  Tartarifed  Spirit  of  Wine  of  Bafilius. 

\  <;  In  ntanal.  Operation. 
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THe  firft  thing  to  be  known  is  that  the  Philofophers  Tar¬ 
tary  wherewith  the  Lock  is  opened,  is  not  like  common 
Tartar,  as  moft  Men  imagine, but  is  another  Salt,  though  fpring- 
ing  from  the  fame  Fountain  :  This  Salt  is  the  only  Key  to  open, 
and  diffolve  Metals,  if  prepared  as  followeth.  Take  the  Allies 
of  a  fruitful  Wine,  and  draw  a  Lee  or  Lixivium  as  ftrong  as  may 
l>e  put  of  them  with  hot  Water,  which  evaporate  by  boy  ling  it 
to  a  drinefe,  that  the  matter  may  remain  reddilh,  which  rever¬ 
berate  in  a  reverberating  Furnace  three  days,  or  thereabouts* 
with  an  open  Fire,  till  it  become  white  ;  then  diffolve  it  in  ‘ 
Spring-Water,  buffer  it  to  fettle,  decant  the  clear,  filter  to  fepa- 
rate  the  Fseces,  being  filtred,  coagulate,  and  you  will  have  the 
white  Salt  ok  Tart  ary  from  which  the  true  Spirit  is  diftilled  after- 
this  manner  :  Take  Spirit  of  Wine  re&ificl  to  the  higheft  de¬ 
gree,  and  altogether  void  of  Phlegm,  f  defer  iled  in  Numb .  i  yl) 
and  pour  it  to  the  Salt  of  Tartar  in  a  Phial  with  a  long  Neck,  fo 
as  to  be  three  Fingers  above  it, lute  an  Alembick  to  the  Phial,  fit 
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a  Receiver  to  it,  and  digeft  with  a  gentle  heat,  then  draw  off  the 
Phlegm  moft  foftly,  and  the  Spirit  of  Tartar  is  opened  by  Vir¬ 
tue  of  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  and  by  reafon  of  reciprocal  and  admi¬ 
rable  love  they  both  afcend  together  ;  the  Faeces  remaining,  it 
any  be,  as  alfo  the  Phlegm  muft  be  caft  away ;  thus  will  you 
have  the  true  Spirit  of  Wine,  wherewith  Aurum  potabile  is 
ma(Je. 

This  truly  is  a  moft  Nolle  Menftruum,  fo  as  for  its  excellency  to 
defer ve  a  higher  Place  than  this  among  the  Simple  V * get  able  Men- 
ftruums  ;  whereas  it  ought  to  have  been  more  rightly  transferred  to 
the  feventh  Kind  of  Menitruums ;  but  it  very  much  at  prefent  Illuft- 
rating  the  MenftruumS  Bafilius,  and  fo  of  greater  utility  here 
than  there ,  we  will  not  remove  it  from  hence,  yet  will  we  dad  fome 
examples  more  clear  of  fuchfort  ^Menftuums.  Thus  it  is  done , 

23.  The  Vegetable  Acetum  acerrimum,  or  Ignis 
Adepti  of  Ripley, made  of  Tartar  calcined. 

Pag.  331.  Concord.  Raj/tn.  i?  Guid. 

TAke  the  Tartar  of  Wine,  and  calcine  it  to  whitenels. 

Take  of  this  calcined  Tartar  one  Pound,  and  being  pul¬ 
verized,  put  it  in  a  great  Glafs  Cucurbit,  and  pour  to  it  half  a 
Cup,  or  a  little  more  of  the  ftrongeft  Spirit  of  ( Philofopbical ) 
Wine,  flop  the  Mouth  very  clofe,  and  let  them  ftand  in  cold 
Water  twenty  four  Hours,  then  put  a  Receiver  to  it,  and  diftil 
in  Balneo  with  an  eafie  Fire, yet  fo  as  to  be  diftilled  ;  which  eafie 
diftillation  muft  be  continued,  till  the  Phlegm  afcend,  which 
muft  be  known  by  the  tafte,  then  let  it  cool,  and  again  put  new 
Spirit  of  Wine  to  the  aforefaid  Tartar,  the  tame  quantity  as  be¬ 
fore,  doing  all  things  as  before  :  which  work  you  muft  repeat 
fifteen  times,  but  when  the  VetTel  is  opened  in  every  Imbibition, 
above  all  things  have  a  care  of  the  fuddain  fume  of  this  Ignis 
AJepti :  This  work  being  in  fifteen  times  compleat,  lay  afide 
three  ounces  of  this  tiered  Tartar  for  a  part,  to  multi  pi}7  the 
Mercurial  Oyl,  as  lower  will  appear.  Take  the  other  part  of 
this  tiered  Tartar,  and  diftil  it  in  Sand  with  a  moft  flrong  Fire, 
which  Fire  being  fo  diftilled  hatha  white  Colour,  and  is  out 
.  f  ,  '  K  2.  ifatm* 
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tfatura  ignita ,  our  Mercury ,  our  Aqua  Vitce,  laflly  the  Key  of  our 
Science.  .  *  . 

•  This  Menftruum  is  the  fame ,  as  to  the  Ingredients  and  Virtue , 
with  the  Vegetable  Heaven  of  Lully,  but  it  mujl  be  Circulated  like 
that  Heaven ,  in  order  to  lofe  its  milky  and  duskijh  Colour ,  and  ac¬ 
quire  the  diaphaneity  and  clearnefs  oj  this.  This  Receipt  hath  alfo 
Johannes  de  Rupefcifla,  which  it  is  convenient  to  compare  with 
this ,  efpecial/y  he  varying  fomemhat  in  Circumflances>  by  diffolving 
per  ddiquium  Tartar  impregnated  with  the  Spirit  o/PhUofophicai 
Vivas  before  the  dijlillatian  of  it. 
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24.  The  Aqua  For  tiflima  and  Vertuofa  of  Johan¬ 
nes  ae  Rupefci (fa. 

Cap.  43.  Lib.  Ejfentiae. 

1  \  •$;  I1  <  Y  ’*  f  _  (  <  f 

THe  moft  Blefled  God,  the  Creator  of  Secrets,  hath  made  Co 
many  wonderful  things  in  Nature,  that  neither  can  our 
Underftanding  perceive, fome  few  excepted,  nor  Tongue  exprefs 
the  wonderful  things  of  God  without  ftammering  :  and  among 
the  Secrets,  I  will  reveal  to  you  a  Water  of  Divine  A&ion,  and 
the  Magiftery  of  it, is,  to  take  the  bed  white  Tartar  calcined,  and 
put  it  in  an  Earthen  or  Glafs  Veffel,  and  pour  to  it  the  beft 
( Thilofophicat)  Aqua  Ardens  you  can  get,  put  onanAlembick, 
and  diftil  the  Aqua  Ardens  very  weak,  then  takeit  away,  being 
little  or  no  tiling  worth,  except  for  walhing  of  the  Eyes  or  other 
parts  :  Then  take  you  Tartar ,  and  you  will  find  it  twice  as 
ftrong,  and  this  you  may  prove  each  time  by  your  Tongue  ;put 
other  Aqua  Ardens  to  it  again  many  times  more,  becaule  it  will 
be  every  time  ftrengthned  above  meafure,  and  you  may  bring 
it  to  fb  great  a  degree  of  ftrength,  that  no  created  aftion  can  be 
compared  to  it :  But  if  you  would  make  it  a  hundred  times 
Ihonger,  grind  it,  and  put  it  upon  a  Porphyry  or  Marble,  to  be 
converted  into  Water,  which  then  muft  be  diftilled  through  an 
Alembick. 

There  is  yet  another  way  of  preparing  this  Vegetable  Heaven ,  not 
by  fublimationof  the  Alcali,  nor  cohobation ,  but  fernple  Circulation , 
namely  by  digejling  the  Alcali  of  Tartar,  in  the  Spirit  of  Piulolo- 
•  '  -  •  ~  phical 
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phical  Wine,  till  it  fwitns  upon  the  Spirit  Wine  like  an  Qyl.  h 


is  thus 
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IN  the  firft  Chamber  is  fignified,  that  our  Mercury  is  in  the 
power  of  H  (crude  Tartar')  and  in  order  to  draw  it  out,  the 
Artift  muft  put  the  laid  H  into  E  (that  is,  • in  a  C lafs- Ala  tors  Fur-  - 
nace)  three  Natural  Days,  and  there  rtuft  be  apkt  flriantity  of 
it  becaufe  but  little  will  be  made  from  thence,  which  H  {Tartar 
now  calcined)  you  muft  grind  fubtilly,  and  put  it  into  Hoi  Arlo- 
ris  Philofophical  (into  dilution  per  delipuium)  upon  a  Marble,  m 
a  very  cold  place,  and  covered  becaufe  of  duff ;  and.  H  w  it|  be 
converted  into  T, (oleum per  deh^uium)  which  T  muft  the  Artift 
diftil  through  a  Filtre  in  a  Glals  Veflel,  and  the  Artift  having 
feparatcd  T  from  H,  will  be  able  to  ext  ract  our  Mercury  out  of 
the  faid  T  two  ways,  Firft,  by  the  Magiftery  of  the  Chapter  be¬ 
ginning,  Non  reputes  me,  &c.  (ly  Circulation  like  the  EJfence  or 
Spirit  of  Wine o/Xully  .}Secondly, by,  the  Magiftery  of  the  £hap-  • 
ter,  Non  proetermittam  (ly  the  feparation  of  the  Elements,  of  which 

not  in  this  placed)  •>  -  .  , 

Lully  fimetimes  ufed  the  Salt  p/Tartar  depurated  lujtead  of  the  ■ 
Oy/p/Taftar  per  deliquium,  as,  in  the  ’ Firfi  Experiment- 
have,  faith  he,  another  figp  morpcertam  of  the  purihcafjLoivift 
this  Individual  (the  Salt  of  Tartar)  namely,  when  this  molt  pre¬ 
cious  Salt  will  remain  in  the  Veflel  upon  Fire  in  the  Form  of  an 
OyLbut  being  removed  from  the  Fire,  will  fuddenly  be  congqah 
ed.  But  deareft  Sp.n  !  Let  not  the  Ppolixity  ol  time  be  irkiome 
to  you,  in  dillbh  mg  and  congealing  this.  Matter  u>  often,  to 
take  away  Corruption,  which  remaining,  it  can  never  be  joy  nr 
’ed  with  its  Spirit  extruded  from  the  moil  precious,  and  its  near- 
eft  Individual,  which  is  the  bell  Wine,  freed  from  all  manner  of 
humidity  and  Corruption Then  Circulate  ft  in  a  CircuUtfpg 
Veflel,  ahd  'fo  reduce  ft  mm  a  QujnteiTepce,  and  it  wdlftprtfe 
with  embrace  its  Spirit :  this  Circulation  we  perform  d 
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m  thirty  days,but  afterwards  com  pleated  the  fame  in  forty  days, 
which  Circulation  was  much  better  than  the  the  firft,  becaufe 
the  longer  it  is  circulated,  the  more  is'  it  purify ’d,  and  adepted 
for  any  of  our  Phyfical  Operations,  which  order  when  need  re¬ 
quires,  you  alfo  muft  obferve. 

Menftruums  of  this  kind  may  he,  divers  ways  made  not  only  out  of 
the  Alcali  tff  Tartar,  hut  other  fix  d  Alcalies  may  he  alfo  taken  in- 
Jleadof  that,  as  proves  the  following  Me'nftruum. 

'if  •  •  •  -  .  ,  .  .  .. 
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z€.  The  Simple  V egetable  Menftruum  produ- 
cedf  rom  the  three  Individuals  of  Lully. 

In  Experim.  25. 


*Ake  Aqua  Vitce  io  acute,  as  to  burn  a  Linnen  Cloth,  which 
tranimit  again  through  an  Aiembick,  that  it  may  be 
perfe&Iy  re&ify’d :  Then  take  the  Salt  of  Celandine,  Salt  of 
Mans  Blood,  Salt  extracted  from  Honey,  as  you  have  them 
above  in  their  Experiments,  all  which  Salts  put  together  in  an 
Urinal  ( Cucurbit )  and  upon  every  Ounce  of  thole  Salts  pour 
four  Ounces  of  the  aforefaid  Aqua  Vtice,  cover  it  with  its  Ante- 
ndtormm,  (llind  Head)  then  having  a  little  time  digefted  put 
on  an  Aiembick,  with  a  Receiver  annexed,  lute  the  joynts  well, 
and  diftii  in  Allies,  fuffering  the  Salts  to  go  over  together  with 
the  Water  :  If  any  thing  remain,  pour  to  it  again  its  dillilled 
Water,  ana  when  all  is  come  over;  pour  in  new  Salt  again,  to 
$it,  one  Ounce,  and  pafs  it  through  the  Aiembick  as  before. 
Thirdly,  add  again  another  Ounce  of  Salt,  as  above,  and  diftii, 
repeating  this  Magiftery  three  times,  every  time  adding  new 
Salt :  Thefe  things  being tlone,  Circulate  this  Water  in  a  Veftel 
deep  and  narrow  the  (pace  of  fifty  Natural  Days,  but  obferve 
that' the  Veftel  refpird  not.-  Circulatroifbemg  finifiied,  you  will 
in  the  bottom  of  the  Veftel  fee  £  Sediment  like  the  Urine  of  a. 
found  Man,  which  will  be  white ;  empty  the  Water  warily  in¬ 
to  another  dean  Veftel,  and  be  careful  that  the  Sediment  pafs 
not  over  with  the  Water,  but  remain  in  the  bottom  of  the  Vef- 
fel:  ftoptlie  Veftel  of  the  f  Circulated  Water  fb.  as  not  to  re^ 
ifpire,  and  keep  it  in  Baineo,  smw 


The 
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i  The  preparation  of  the  Salt  of  Celandine  is  in  the  Fourth  r  Ex¬ 
periment.  Then  take  the  Afhes  of  Celandine,  gathered  in  the 
Month  of  May  at  full  Moon,  with  its  Roots  and  Flowers,  and 
put  them  in  a  Glafs  Veffel,  and  thereto  pour  the  water  of  Ce¬ 
landine  diftill  d  in  Balneoy  that  you  may  from  thence  extract 
a  Salt ;  and  let  the  matter  boyl  two  hours  in  a  moft  foft  Fire 
of  Allies  ;  empty  the  diflolution  into  another  Veflel,  but  dry 
the  undiflibived  Earth;  and  when  the  Veflel  is  cold  grind  it* 
pouring  again  new  water  upon  the  Allies  as  before ;  make  it 
boyl,  and  decant  the  diflolution,  as  before.  This  Magir- 
flery  repeat,  till  you  have  extrafted  all  the  Salt,  which 
is  the  Mercurial  part  of  that  Individual :  then  take  all  thofe 
dillolutions  and  filtre  them,  that  they  may  be  purged  from 
Terreftreity  ;  then  diftillingby  Balneo,  congeal ;  for  the  Liquor 
being  gone  over,  in  the  bottom  of  the  Veflel  will  remain  a 
Mercury  or  Salt  of  a  white  colour  ;  which  Salt  you  rahft  diflolye 
and  by  turns  congeal  three  times ;  and  by  this  means  you  wilj 
ha  ve  extra  fted  the  Mercury  out  of  this  matter,  which  hath  vhr 
tues  almoft  innumerable  in  acuating the  Vegetable  Spirit  drawn 
from  Wine,  and  hath  the  power  of  diflolving  all  petals  with  the 
prefervation  of  their  Vegetative  and  Germenative  Forrru 

The  fixed  Salt  of  Mans  Blood  is  thus  prepared  in  the  Eleventh 
Experiment .  Take  Blood  drawn  from  found  and  cholerick 
men,  and  put  it  on  a  clean  Table,  and  fo  let  it  dry  that  the 
Phlegm  may  be  feparated  from  it ;  then  take  the  Blood,  grind 
it  very  well,  and  put  it  into  a  Glafs  Body,  and  with  a  flow  Fire 
diftil  the  water,  which  being  diftilled  keep  apart ;  and  having 
augmented  the  Fire  a  little  but  not  too  intenfely,  left  the  Salt 
perhaps  fhould  fublime  ;  let  only  the  moifture  and  fuperfluous 
Oyl  exhale  till  it  will  diftil  no  more;  then  the  Veflel  being 
cold,  take  the  burned  Earth,  put  it  into  a  Veflel  flopp’d  clofe  to 
keep  it  from  refpiring  ;  for  ,  in  refpiring  it  would  vanifh  away 
into  Smoak  :  fet  the  Veffel  in  a  reverberating  Furnace,  but  the 
heat  muft  be  exceeding  temperate,  that  the  Salt  of  the  Matter 
which  is  volatile,  and  not  fi-x’d,  may  not  exhale  ;  ajicl  that  the  Vef 
fel  may  not  by  the  violence  of  tine  Fire  be  broken, as  hath  hapned 
to  us  ;  and  let  the  matter  ftand  in  that  degree  of  heat  the  (pace  of 
two  days,  and  it  will  be calcin’d;  which  done,  let  the  Veflel  cool, 
and  being  cold,  open  it ;  and  upon  the  calcined  matter  pour  its 

o.w.11  \ 
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own  Phlegm,  that  is  the  water,  which  you  diftilidat  fidt; 
let  it'boyl  upon  a(hes  two  hours,  that  feme  part  may  be  diiiol- 
ved  and  that  which  is  diffolved  decant  into  another  Veffel,  and 
again  with  new  water  do  as  before  ;  and  thus  repeat  ti  you 
have  extrafted  all  the  Salt ;  then  draw  off  the  water  by  diftil- 
lation  in  Balnea  ;  and  in  the  Veffel  will  remain  the  Salt  as  white 
as  Snow,  of  a  great  many  virtues  ;  and  if  you  acuate  the  Vege¬ 
table  Fire  with  it,-  it  will  without  doubt  diffolve  the  two  Lumi¬ 
naries  with  the  confervation  of  their  Vegetative  Form :  And 
.with  if  may  be  made  a  moft  excellent  Aurum  potabile,  to  pre- 
ferve  the  radical  moifture  in  men,  and  expel  many  dileaies. 

The  Third  Experiment  teacheth  the  preparation  of  the  i>att  of 
Honey ,  after  this  manner ;  Take  new  white  Honey  together  with 
the  Comb,  put  it  in  a  Glafs  Veffel  to  putrifie  the  fpace  of  fixty 
davs  *  then  diftil,  (Sc.  Then  take  the  Earth  ( Caput  mortmrn ) 
which  remained  in  the  Urinal,  and  being  perfeftiy  ground  put 
it  in  an  Earthen  Veffel,  made  of  Valentmian  Chalk,  or  of  ha 
which  Crucibles  are  made  of;  or  if  you  cannot  have  this  Vel- 
fel  put  the  fame  Earth  between  two  Crucibles,  one  joyned  to 
the  other,  and  very  well  luted  ;  then  fet  them  in  a  rever  era- 
ting  or  Glafs-makers  Furnace,  and  there  let  them  ftay 
five  days,  fo  will  the  Earth  be  white  ;  but  * 7“ 
in  a  reverberating  Furnace,  have  a  care  that  theF.1  . 

violent,  for  fo  would  the  Earth  evaporate ;  and  if  tk :  Fire be 
too  weak,  it  will  never  be  calcined  a  moderate  heat  therefore  is 
reauifite  •  thus,  no  fuch  error  can  happen  as  we  have  met  with, 
fo?  when  we  began  this  work,  we  loft  all  the  Larth  by  t  e  vw- 
lence  of  Fire;  but  to  thepurpofe;  this  Earth  being  ^IcM!  , 
as  aforefaid,  and  the  Veffel  cold,  take  it  out  and  grind l  it , .  then 
pour  the  water  which  you  diftilled  by  Balneo  to  it,  a 
matter  boyl  two  hours  upon  afties,  and  empty  the  water  into 
another  Veffel  from  the  Earth,  which  Earth  you  rm^  dry 
with  a  gentle  Fire.  Upon  the  fame  alhes  pour  new  Phlegm, 
let  it  boyl,  as  before,  decant  by  emptying  and  keeping,  as  be¬ 
fore,  the  dilution  of  the  Body;  and  thus  repeat, the  M®- 

fterv  till  vou  have  evacuated  all  the  mold  precious  Sal 
ltery,  tin  you  nave  cv  ■  , „n  nkc  all  thofe  diffolutions, 

it, and  converted  it  into  water  •  Then  ta  w  water 

and  fflde  them  through  a- dean  Lmnen-Cloth  winch water 
you  muff  diftil  by' Balneo  ;  at  length  m  the  bottom  of  Ae 


(el  will  you  have  a  moll  Precious  Salt,  or  Vegetable  Mercury  : 
Which  done,  know  the  weight  of  the  faid  Congelation  or  Salt, 
and  pour  to  it  a  third  part  of  the  Water,  which  you  kept  be¬ 
fore,  and  which  you  rectify ‘dfeven  times  in  Allies,  (the  acid  Wa¬ 
ter.  of  Honey),  and  (top  the  Vefiel  with  its  Antenotorium ,  and  fet  - 
it  in  Balneo  five  Days,  then  having  taken  away  the  Antenotori¬ 
um,  and  put  on  an  Alembick,  you  muft  with  a  temperate  Fire 
by  diflillation  exhale  all  the  moifture  that  will  diftil,  and  that 
Mil  be  infipid,  for  the  Earth  hath  received,  and  in  it  felf  retain- 
e*the  Virtue  and  Acetofity  of  the  Water:  Then  again  imbibe 
the  Earth  with  new  Water  as  before,  and  repeat  the  Magiflery 
by  imbibing,  digefling,  and  diddling  Co  oft  as  before,  till  the 
Earth  hath  attracled  and  imbibed  all  its  Water:  And  fo  by  the 
help  of  the  living  God  will  you  truly  have  the  Vegetable  Salt 
drawn  from  this  individual,  which  Salt  is  mod  precious,  and 
hath  the  power  of  acuating  the  Vegetable  Mercury,  and  diflol- 
ving  the  two  Luminaries,  and  all  the  other  imperreeb  Metals  : 
And  with  this  may  Metals  be  reduced  into  their  fird  Matter. 

To  thefe  Salts  requifite  for  this  Mendruum  of Lully,  I  will  add 
the  fifth  Experiment, which  teacheth  to  prepare  Alkalies  from  Portu- 
laca  Marina,  Apium  Sylveftre,  Squilla,  Euphorbium,  Pyre-  . 
thrum,  Rofmarinus,  Herb  Mercury,  Solatrum,  Oliandrum,  flc. 
with  all  which  you  may  acuate  the  Vegetable  Mercury  drawn  from 
Wine,  either joyntly  or  fever  ally. 

This  fort  of  Mendruums  is  made  not  only  out  of  the  Alkalies  of 
V r getables ,  but  alfo  out  of  Mineral  Salts,  fitch  as  common  Salt ,  Sal 
Gemmce,  Alum,  &c.  Thus  it  is  made. 

27.  The  Circulatum  Minus,  or  Water  of  Salt 

Circulated  of  Paracelfus  * 

Lib.  10.  Archidox. 

TAKE  the  true  Element  of  Water,  or  inftead  thereof 
another  Salt  which  hath  not  been  as  yet  boyl’d  to  plain 
Drinefs,  or  alfo  Sal  Gemmoe  putrified ;  pour  two  parts  of  the 
water  mix’d  with  a  little  Juice  of  Raphanus to  it,  putrefiein  acu- 
rate  digeftion,  the  longer  the  better  ;  let  it  afterward  congeal, 
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and  putrefie  again  for  a  Month;  then  diftil  in  a  Rctoit,  die 

remainder  urge  with  a  ftrong  Fire,  that  it  may  melt;  reverbe¬ 
rate  in  a  Retort,  with  a  continual  Fire,  difiolve  upon  a  Marble, 
the  water  flowing  from  hence  pour  it,  and  putrefie  again ; 
diftil  again- even  to  an  Oleofity  ;  joyn  it  with  the  Spirit  of 
(Thilojopkicat)  Wine  and  that  which  is  impure  will  tall  down, 
which  leparate ;  but  let  the  pure  be  criftalized  in  a  cold  place; 
pour  on  again  that  which  is  diftilled,  and  cohobate  fo  oft.  till  a 
fixed  Oyl  remains  in  the  bottom,  and  nothing  fw  eet  goes  over  ; 
Digeft  moreover  for  a  Month,  then  diftil,  till  the  Arcanum* f 
Salt  pafs  over  through  the  Alembeck :  Not  let  long  labour  grieve 
you  for  this  is  the  third  part  of  all  the  Arcanums,  which  are 
hidden  in  Metals  and  Minerals;  and  without  which  nothing 

can  be  made  ufeful  or  perfect.  t 

The  fame  Circulatum  hath  Paracelfus  defcriled  in  his  Treatife 

of  reducing  Metals  into  their  firft  matter  or  running  Mercury; 

Lich  is  tie  fourth  Treatife  in  Rofario  noyoOlimpico  Benedi^ 

Figulif  which  Defer ipt ion  we  thought  good  to  compare  w  hisy 

they  may  illlftr It e  one  another. 

moft  finely  pulverized  ;  put  it  in  it 

ing  the  Fire  by  degrees,  melt  the  Salt,  being  melted,  1<eeP  lt 
Sr  the  fpace  of  Lee  Hours  i  the  Salt  being  cold  pulveme  it 

again,  and  Lei.  it  in  a  new  Crucible,  accpr, fe*  tatted 
method  and  fo  proceed  five  or  fix  times ;  then  to  tae  pulveri- 

2d  Salt  pour  fo  £uch  of  the  hot  Juice  of  Raphanus  that  it  may 
be  diflblved  {mix  the  Salt ,  and  freeze  it  with  a. little  of  the 
the  with  a  wooden  fpoon,  in  a  wooden  Teffel ;  being  difohed 
drain  it  through  a  fleeve,  and  fet  it  apart ;  add  again  a  little  of  the 
£  'drlat  iU  all  the  Salt  be  difihed)  coagulate  or  draw 

fee  w2r  by  an 

putrefie  in  Balneo  fix  days  ;  then  diftil  with  ^  open  Fire  ldte 

vAaua  denis  obferving  the  degrees  of  Fire, 'till  nothing  more 

afeends  force  it  with  a  moft  ftrong  Fire  for  an  hour  that  it 

may  be’throughly  calcined  ;  pulverize  die  Salt ,  t emg  yet  hot, 

very  ftnall  on  a  Marble,  and  let  it  'e  cn  '  ,  ^  . 

moift  place;  putrefie  all  that  is  diflblved lir 

then  diftil  gradually,  by  the  Rule  of  '•  i)Cinsi  well 

through  an  Alembick  in  Sand ;  the  remaining  Body  bei  g  .  11 

pulverized  diflblve  on  a  Marble,  putrefie,  and  diftil  as  before; 
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repeat  this  three  times  ,*  the  remainder  reduce  into  Powder, and 
put  in  a  Cucurbit ,*  to  which  pour  thefe  three  diftilled  waters, 
putrefie  five  days,  and  again  diftil  in  Sand ;  thus  putrefying  and 
diftilling,  all  the  Salt  will  at  length  afcend  through  the  Alembick, 
except  a  little  Caput  mortuum  to  be  caft  away:  but  the  water  di¬ 
ftilled  from  the  fubftance  of  the  Salt,  putrefie  for  a  Day  and 
a  Night,  and  reftifie  twice  or  thrice,  and  you  will  have  the  wa¬ 
ter  of  Salt. 

.  This  Menftruum  made  of  Sea  fait ,  or  Sal  Gemmae,  Paracel- 
fus  made  choke  of  before  the  reft  of  the  fimple  Vegetable  Menftru- 
ums,  as  the  befty  hecaufe  according  to  his  Doftrine,  it  is  the  Ma¬ 
trix  or  Center  of  Metals  and  Minerals .  Becaufe,  faith  hey  be¬ 
ing  inftru&ed  by  Experiments,  and  having  in  other  Books  alfo 
made  mention,  that  the  primum  Ens ,  or  fifth  Eflence  of  the  Ele¬ 
ment  of  Water,  is  the  Center  of  Metals  and  Minerals,  and 
having  elfewhere  alfo  added,  that  every  produfl:  ought  to  dye 
in  thac  in  which  it  received  life.  In  a  German  Manufcript  thefe 
Words  are  thus  read ,  Das  ein  iegelich  frucht  in  leiner  Mutter, 
darinnen  es  das  lebenuberkommen,  fterben  mufs,  That  is,  eve¬ 
ry  Fruit  ought  to  dye  in  the  fame  Matrix  in  which  it  obtains  its 
Life ,  that  afterwards  it  may  receive  a  new  Life  better,  and 
fo  by  the  depofition  of  the  old  Body  be  reduced  into  the  pri¬ 
mum  Ens ,  or  firft  Being  :  The  way  therefore  of  extracting  the 
Center  of  Water,  iu  which  Metals  ought  to  depofe  their 
Body,  will  I  here  add. 

This  Menftruum  we  will  explain  by  its  Branches ;  whereof  the 
Firft  is ,  Oyl  of  Salt  diflolved  per  deliquium.  In  the  firfl  procefs 
he  dijfolves  Sea-falt ,  or  Sal  Gemmas,  in  water  mix  d  with  the 
Juice  of  Raphanus,  putrefies ,  and  with  a  flronger  Fire  diflils  ;  but 
the  Caput  mortuum  {the  remaining  Salt  rathefi)  he  dijfolves  on 
a  Marble  per  deliquium.  In  the  fecond  Receipt  he  dijfolves  Sal 
Gemmas,  being  firft  five  or  fix  times  melted  in  an  equal  quantity 
of  t}oe  Juice  of  Raphanus  made  hot ,  then  coagulates ,  putrefies ,  and 
diflils  like  common  Aqua  fortis  ,•  the  remaining  Salt  reduced  into 
Powder ^  being  as  yet  hot ,  he  dijfolves  per  deliquium  in  a  moift 
place .  Sometimes  he  does  without  this  J linking  Juice  of  Raphanus 
more  compendioufly  prepare  that  Oyl  of  Salt  per  deliquium,  and 
that  is ,  from  Salt  calcined  with  Nitre  :  The  Receipt  is  to  take  of 
common  Salt,  and  the  Salt  of  Urine  equal  parts,  to  be  by  the 

;  -  .  *  L  2  Rule 
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Rule  of  Alchymy  calcined  two  hours,  then  refolded  in  a  Cellar  ' 
after  the  ufual  manner,  ©V.  From  this  calcined  Salt  is  dulrlled 
a  Spirit,  which  refolveth  Gold  into  Oyl ;  but  if  it  be  again  ex¬ 
tracted ,  and  to  the  higheft  degree  prepared,  a  moft  excellent 
Aurum  pot  dl'ile  will  be  had,  but  without  that  extraction  \Difiil- 
la’tm )  the  Gold  is  only  refolved  *  then  is  it  a  mote  pure 
Art  for  Goldfmiths  in  guiiding,  and  for  Iron-imiths  a  conftant 
and  precious  Trealure  to  guild  with;  yet  they  that  prepare  it 
ought  to  be  skilful  Alchymifls .  Libro  de  rebus  Nat.  Cap.  4.  de 
Sale.  pag.  190.  That  Paracelfus,  hy  the  Salt  of  V rive  intended 
Nitre  is  eaply  proved  hy  ivhat  follows .  In  what  place  loever 
{faith  he)  the  Urine  of  Man  or  Bead  is  poured  forth,  at  the 
fame  fucceeding  time  is  Sal  Nitre  produced  ;  for  Urine  gather¬ 
ed  and  prepared  into  another  Salt, is  called  Sal  Niter,  ibidem.  But 
the fame  Receipt ,  TraCt.de  Sale,  pag.  171.  Puts  it  out  of  all  douht , 
being  thus  dejeribed.  Take  Salt  and  Sal  Nitre  in  equal  proporti¬ 
on  ;  let  them  be  calcined  by  themfelves  till  they  melt,  then  re- 
folve  them  into  a  liquor. 

The  Second  is ,  The  Oyl  or  Eflence  of  Salt.  In  the  firft  pro - 
cefs  he  takes  the  Oyl  of  Salt  per  deliquium,  and  cohobaies  it  fo 
oft  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophica]  Wine,  till  the  Salt  remains 
at  the  bottom  in  a  form  of  an  Oyl ,  and  no-  Phlegm  afeends  ;  but  if 
inflead  of  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  any  Vegetable  Men- 
ftruum  be  taken ,  as  for  example  ;  the  Menftruum  which  we  treat  now 
of  being  already  prepared ,  or  Salt  circulated ,  there  is  no  neceffty 
for  the  Salt  to  be  diffolved  per  deliquium,  but  is  with  lefs  pains  re¬ 
duced  into  an  Oy  l  or  natural  Eflence.  Though,  faith  he ,  there 
are  more  ways  to  extraft  the  Ens  primum  of  Salt,  yet  this  is 
mod  commodious  and  mod  expeditious  ;  and  alter  this,  there  is 
that  other  way  which  we  mention'd, fpeaking  of  the  Elixir  of  Salt, 
namely,  that  new  Salt  mix’d  well  with  the  diflolving  water, 
which  is  the  didilPd  Spirit  of  Salt,  the  Circulatum  minus  made 
of  Salt ,  the  water  of  Salt  circulated ,  { the  Arcanum  of  Sajt>t  the 
fMendruum  which  is  now  in  hand)  mud  be  putrify’d,  and  di- 
dill’d  fo  long,  till  the  distance  of  the  Salt  be  diffolved,  and 
reduced  into  a  perpetual  Oleofity,  the  Body  in  the  Form  of 
Phlegm  being  abdraCted  from  it.  The  place  alleadged is  in  Lib .  8 . 
Arclnd.de  Elixeriis pag.}  1 .  Take  Salt  well  prepared  ,mod  white, 
and  pure,putit  into  a  Pellican, with  fix  times  the  weight  of  the  did 
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folding  water  (by  the  didolving  water  is  our  water  of  Salt 
( circulated )  to  be  underftood.  Lib,  io.  Archid.  pag.  3  8.)  Digeft 
them  a  month  together  in  Hoi  fe-dikig  ;  then  Separate  the  dif- 
folvirig  water,  by  Diftiliation,  and  pour  it  on  again;  and  fepa- 
rate,  as  before,  and  that  fo  oft,  till  the  Salt  be  converted  into 
0)1,  r ,  This  way  of  making  the  Effence  of  Salt  with  the  Circula- 
tum  minus,  is  much  letter ,  and  more  exquiffte  than  that  former 
preparation  performed  by  the  Spirit  of  Philolophical  Wine,  though 
Paracelfus  affirms  the  former  method  to  le  more  ufe  fad,  and  more  expe¬ 
ditious  than  the  latter  ;  which  is  to  be  underflood  of  the  ufe  of  both , 
not  the  preparation  :  For  the  Effence  of  Salt  is  both  fooner  and  let¬ 
ter  prepared  with  feme  Circulatum  minus,  than* with  the  Jimple 
Spirit  of  Philo  fophical  Wine;  from  which  Effence  of  Salt  which 
way  foever  made ,  is  prepared  the  Arcanum  of  Salt ;  which  reajdn 
will  have  more  commodious ,  and  more  expeditious ,  in  ext  rafting*  the 
Effence s  of  things ,  than  the  Of  l  of  Salt ,  not  yet  fo  graduated .  Eh 
thefecona  Procejs ,  Paracellus  commands,  indeed ,  the  Oyl  of  Salt 
made  per  deliquium  to  be  putrefy  d  ;  but  as  to  thh  means  of  put re^ 
fafHon ,  whether  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofopliical  Wine,  or  fome 
fimple  Vegetable  Menftruum  makes  no  mention ,  without  which  not- 
withfianding  the  Salt  would  not  afeend  in  the  Alemlick,  and  if  it  were  ' 
di filled,  yet  would  it  be  of  no  ufe  in  extrading  Efffences  :  Heputri - 
fyd  therefore  the  Oyl  of  Salt  per  deliquium,  for  fome  tmefmth 
the  Spirit  ^(Philolophical  Wine,  then  being  putrifyed ,  difhl  it  with 
aftronger  Fire ,  the  refidue  of  the  Salt  he  again  d iff  olv  d  on  a  Mar  hie, 
an  cl  being  diffolved ,  put  r  iff d  and  diftill  d  it  with  new  Spirit  of 
Philofophical  Wine,  or  fome  Simple  Vegetable  Menftruum,  fo 
often ,  till  he  had cliftili  d  the  whole,  into  Spiritual  Water  of  Salt> 

The  third  Branch  ccnfiffs  in  the  Redudionof  the  Effence. of  Salt  in^ 
to  the  Arcanum  of  the  fame  ;  for  the  Natural  {that, is.  Saline,)  Ef¬ 
fence  of  Salt,  doth  by  being  cohobated  fometimes  with  the  Spirit  of 
Philofophical  Wine,  afeend  together  with  it,  becomes  J weet ,  and  is 
tranfmuted  into  the  Arcanum  of  Salt,  or  Artificial  Effence,' of  which 
Arcanums  more  in  the  fecond  Book  of  Medecines.  Common  Salt 
therefore  diflilled  with  the  Spirit .  of  Philofophical  Wim  through  an 
Alembick,  is  the  Circulatum  minus  of 'Paracelfus,  the  Aqua.falfs 
circulati,  the  Primurn.  ens  falls,  //^  Arcanum  falls,  the  Aqua  fob 
■vens,  the  Spiritus  falls .  Center  of  Me¬ 

tals  and  Minerals.,  ft  is  called  Circulatum,  by  reafonof  the  Ctnr 

•  dilation  < 
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culation  or  Digefiion  of  the  Effence  of  Salt  for  a  Month  with  the  Spirit 
of  Philofophical  Wine,  or  which  is  more  probable ,  be  caufe  of  the  com¬ 
mon  Circulation  of  all  the  Vegetable  Menftruumsy^r  the  fpace  of 
30,  40,  or  60  Days ,  after  the  Menftruum  was  already  made ,  jo 
that  this  Circulation ,  though  omitted  in  our  Receipt ,  muft  be  under  - 
fiood  in  thefe  Circulatums  of  Paracelfus  :  It  is  not  therefore  called 
Circulatum  minus,  as  if  common  Salt  had  lefs  Virtues  in  diffblving , 
than  the  other  Saltsy  but  becaufe  it  hath  thofe  only,  and  not  the  quali¬ 
ty  of  tinging  fuper  added y  as  the  greater  Circulatums :  after  the 
fame  manner  as  Salt  is  made  a  Circulatum,  may  alfo  Vitriol 
be  made  a  Circulatum,  Alum  a  Circulatum,  Tartar  a  Cir¬ 
culatum,  C '‘Sc.  This  way  al  (oy  faith  Paracelfus ,  is  the  Arcanum  or 
Magiftery  to  be  made  of  Vitriol,  as  alfo  of  all  other  Salts,  Lib. 

1  o.  Arch*  Cap •  3 .  Pag.  3  8 . 

Laftly ,  As  the  f aline  Effence  of  Salt  lofeth  its  faltnefs ,  and  be¬ 
comes  fweet  by  being  digefted  and  cohobated  in  the  Spirit  of  Philo¬ 
fophical  Wine ;  fo  the  Common  Spirit  of  Salt  well  mixefi  and  di¬ 
gefted  with  the  Spirit  of  Winey  becomes  a  fweet  Menftruum.  It 
is  thus  done  : 

28.  The  Sweet  Spirit  of  Salt  of  Baft  Hus. 

Lib.  Partic .  fub  Sulfthure  Solis  iff  Reft.  1 2.  Clav. 

TAke  of  the  Spirit  of  Salt  wholly  dephlegmed  one  part, 
of  thebefl  Spirit  of  Wine  free  from  all  Phlegm,  or  the 
Sulphur  of  Wine, made  as  I  fhall  tell  you  lower  (the  Defer iptipn  of 
which  we  lately  had  in  the  precedent  Pages )  one  half  part,  fit  an 
Alembick  well  luted,  and  diftil  ftrongly,  fo  as  that  nothing  re¬ 
mains  :  To  the  Diftillarion  add  one  other  half  part  of  Spirit  of 
Wine,  and  diftil,  and  that  repeat  three  times ,  putrefie  fifteen 
days,  or  till  it  become  fweet,  which  muft  be  done  in  a  gentle 
Balneo;  thus  will  you  have  the  Spirit  of  Salt  and  Wiue  with¬ 
out  any  corrofion  for  extractions. 

But  though  this  Menftruum  may  deferve  its  Traifes,  yet  it  can 
fcarce  be  reckoned  amongfl  Menftruums  of  this  Kindy  where  we  d if - 
courfe  not  of  acid  Spirits ,  but  fixed  Salts  ;  it  muft  therefore  be  con - 
fide  red  as  an  Appendix  of  the  circulated  Salt ;  to  the  Illuftratino 
of  which  it  will  not  a  little  conduce . 


From 
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x.  That  hy  Aqua  Vitae,  or  Spirit  of  Wine t  the  Adepts  did  not 
in  the  leaf  intend  Common ,  but  Philofophical  Aqua  ardens  ;  for 
Common  Aqua  ardens  mil  never  perform  that  which  is  defir  ed  in 
thefe  Receipts ;  and  it  being  granted ,  that  it  fieems  to  perform ,  yet 
Menftruums  fo  made ,  cannot  be  Menftruums  of  the  Adepts,  but 
Common ,  of  no  efficacy  or  efteem  in  the  more  fecret  Chymy. 

а.  That  Bafilius  has  indeed  fometimes  ufed  common  Aqua  ardens 
for  his  Menftruums,*  but  never  by  it  felf  but  mixed  with  Vegeta - 
Me  Sal  Armoniack,  or 'Thilofophical  Salt  0/ Tartar  Qthat  is ,  with 
the  Spirit  of  Fhilofophical  Wine)  volatilized ;  which  Salty  being 
brought  into  a  liquid  fubftance  by  virtue  of  this  Spirity  is  his  Men- 
ftruum  ;  for  he  feparates  again  from  thence  the  Spirit  of  Com¬ 
mon  Wine,  either  by  Flame ,  or  by  quick  Lime . 

3.  That  the  greater  quantity  of  Sal  Armoniack  is  joyned  with 
the  Spirit  0/ Fhilofophical  Wine,  the  ftronger  are  the/e  Menftru¬ 
ums  made  ;  wherefore  Bafilius  his  Menftruums  of  this  Kindy  from 
which  all  the  common  Aqua  ardens  is  feparatedy  are  to  be  reputed 
amonzthe  bed*  ‘  , ,  ,, — ri--r--n - —  -  , 

4=  That  thefe  Menftruums  are  the  Magijlery  of  fixed  Saltsy  by 
Paracelfus  calTd  the  lefs  Circulatums,  or  Arcanum  of  the  Alkali 
of  Tart  ary  Beans ,  Wormwood ,  as  alfo  common  Salty  Alorriy  Nitre ,  &c. 

5*.  And  therefore  that  thefe  Menftruums  are  Medecines- 

б.  That  thefe  Menftruums  may  be  made  fever al  ways ;  as  thefe 
out  of  the  Sal  Armoniack  of  Lully,  by  . the  method,  of  Paracdfus 
his  Circulatums,  and  fo  on  the  contrary ,  provided  the  Alkalies  or 
fixed falts  be  volatilizedy  and  diflilled  together  with  the  Spirit  of 
Philbfbphical  Wine  through  an  Alembic k. 

7.  That  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  is  not  eafily  mixed 
with  thefe  Salts ,  hut  by  certain  degrees  :  Firfly  He  extrafls  the 
Tinfture  or  Soul  from  themy  that  hy  the  more  unfluous  parts  ;  which 
being  more  volatile  than  the  refly  ate  then  eafily  diflilled  into  a 
volatile  Tinflurey  or  (  to  ufe  Luly  V  phrafe  )  into  the  animated 
Spirit ;  then  the  remaining  Earthy  being  now  fixed  by  the  fame 
meanSy  is  again  volatilized  by  abf orbing  the  faid  animated  Spirit  by 
degrees ,  xvrrd  fuftimed  info  Sal  Armoniack. 

8.  That  thefe  Sal  Armoniacks  are  fublimed  with  a  very  ftrong 

fire .  -  9.  That 
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9.  That  thefe  Salts  are  called  Harmoniack,  by  reafon  of  the 
Harmony  ar  Perfection  of  their  mixtion .  So  have  you  ,  faith 
Lully,  the  formal  Harmoniack  mixtion  of  all  the  Elements ; 
wherefore  wonder  not,  il  we  call  it  Sal  Armoniack  ;  for  fo  it  is 
called,  becaufe  of  its  exalted  and  fublimed  property  the  pure 
and  firfl  Matter  of  Nature,  Lib.  Mercur.  pag.  155. 

10.  That  the  volatile  Salt  of Tartar,  the  volatile  Salt  of  Worm¬ 
wood,  Carduus  Benedi&us,  &c.  common  volatile  Salt  ( by  Para- 
celfus  call'd  Sal  enixutn)  are  rightly  term'd  Sal  Harmoniacks,  Phi- 
lofophical  Vegetable  Mercuries,  and  Sulphurs  of  Nature,  CSc. 

ix.  That  the  Spirit  of  Salt,  Nitre,  Vitriol,  Aquafortis,  &c. 
are  by  being  cohobated  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Witt  made 
facet.  :  '  •*  V* 

v  '  ■  ■  ■  ■- 

r V  ■■■'..  x  '  v"  '* , '  v*v  V  "  V'  '  .  ■  1 
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The  Sixth  KIND.. 

*-  ,i.  _  v  *  •  '  J- 

Simple  Vegetable  Menftruums  made  of  the 
Spirit  and  Tartar  of  Philofophical 
Wine. 

2p.  The  Caelum  Vinofum  of  Parifinm  made  of  the 
Salt  of  Philofophical  Wine. 

In  Append  ice  Eluc.  Pag.  2  7  r.  Vol.  6.  Theat. 
Chym. 


TAke  the  Philofophers  firft  Matter,  called  Chaos  ( Vegeta- - 
*  lie  Mercury ,  the  Philofophers  Wine)  diftil  its  Spirit  (ar- 
dent )  and  Watery  Element  ( Phlegm )  in  its  convenient 
Veflel,  as  we  ihall  teach  in  its  proper  place,  till  its  Body  remain 
in  the  bottom  like  melted  Pitch,  which  by  two  diftillations  wadi 
with  its  Watery  Element,  then  pour  its  Spirit  to  it,  four  Fingers 
above  it,  mixing  the  Matter  well,  till  it  be  well  united,  and  let 
the  Veflel  to  diltil  in  Balneo  with  an  eafie  heat :  then  put  it  into 
Putrefaction  fix  Days  in  a  convenient  Veflel,  and  diftil  in  Afhes, 
(the  animated  Spirit )  then  take  other  Spirit,  (ardens)  and  that 
being  poured  to  it,  put  it  again  into  Putrefaction  fix  Days,  and 
fb  repeat  this  Magiftery,  till  you  fee  that  the  Spirit  has  imbibed 
and  extracted  the  Soul  out  of  the  Body,  an  infallible  fign  of 
which  will  be,  when  you  fee  its  Earth  hard  and  dry  :  for  then 
may  you  be  allured,  that  the  Body  is  for  its  health-fake  dead, 
which  you  may  vivify  and  make  incorruptible,  and  it  will  no 
more  fear  Death,  nor  Corruption  in  this  W orld.  Now  take  the 
aforefaid  Body,  firft  weigh  it,  then  put  it  in  a  convenient  Veflel, 
and  pour  to  it  an  eighth  part  of  its  Spirit  (animated  Spirit ) 

tvi  which 


« 
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which  extra&ed  its  Soul,  then  put  your  Veflel  in  a  Fire  of  dige- 
ftion,  (which  we  fhatl  fpeak  of  afterwards)  and  continue  the 
Fire  till  you  fee  that  the  Earth  hath  imbibed  its  Liquor  :  then 
open  your  Ve/Tel,  put  on  an  Alembick,  and  gather  that  little 
fweat,  which  will  have  die  tafte  of  hot  Water  :  Imbibe  now 
your  Matter  for  a  fecond  time  with  a  feventh  part  of  the  afore- 
laid  Spirit,  which  contains  the  Soul,  and  proceed  in  the  methp- 
dfeing  of  the  aforefaid  Magiftery  :  Now  for  a  third  time  im¬ 
bibe  with  a  fixt  part,  for  a  fourth  time  imbibe  with  a  fifth  part, 
for  a  fifth  time  imbibe  with  a  fourth  part,  and  do  not  multiply 
the  weight  of  the  aforefaid  Spirit,  but  continue  it  fo,  obferving 
the  aforefaid  Method,  till  the  Matter,  which  hath  drunk  up  its 
Spirit,  and  is  again  united  with  its  Soul,  be  white.  Take  now 
the  aforefaid  Earth,  and  put  it  inconvenient  fublimation,  the 
lower  part  of  the  Veflel  being  luted  below  the  Matter,  and 
make  the  pure  part  fublime  from  the  impure,  and  fo  will  you 
have  our  Mercury,  which  is  clear  and  fhining  as  a  Diamond. 
This  is  thavwhich  the  Philofophers  do  by  divers  Metaphors, 
call  the  firft  Vegetable  Matter,  Sal  Armoniack ,  our  Mercury, 
our  Sulphur  of  Nature,  whereas  notwithftanding  his  one  and  the 
fame  thing.  Take  the  other  Simple  Spirit,  which  you  firft  ex- 
tra&ed  out  of  your  Chaos ,  that  which  hath  not  extracted  its 
Soul,  and  make  it  more  pure  and  fubtil  by  the  way  following : 
Take  of  the  Vegetable  firft  Matter  (Sal  Armoniack )  which  you 
made  before,  one  Pound,  and  put  it  in  a  convenient  Veflel  in 
Balneo,  till  the  Matter  diflblve  it  felf  Q per  ckli([uium)  then  put¬ 
ting  to  an  Alembick,  diflil  the  fuperfluous  Water,  then  pour  on 
three  Pounds  of  the  aforefaid  Simple  Spirit  ( ardens )  and  the 
Veflel  being  conveniently  ftop?d,  as  will  be  manifefted  below, 
put  it  into  Putrefaftion  for  one  Natural  Day,  after  the  manner 
following :  Get  you  a  Brafs  Veflel,  about  one  fpan  and  a  half 
broad,  and  three  fpans  and  a  half  long,  which  towards  the  Ori¬ 
fice  muft  have  a  Copper  Bottom  pierced  with  many  Holes,  the 
Cover  whereof,  which  is  to  go  into  the  Veflel,  and  flop  it  well, 
muft  have  one  or  two  Holes ;  but  the  Glafs  Veflels,  which  you 
would  put  to  that  Copper  Veflel,  ought  to  be  conveniently  co¬ 
vered  :  in  the  lower  part  of  thofe  Copper  Veflels  ofPutrefaftion 
muft  be  common  Water,  thofe  Copper  Veflels  put  upon  a  Fur-. 
nace,  making  a  moderate  Fire  under*  by  the  ftrength  of  which 
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the  fume  or  vapour  of  the  Water  will  afcend,  and.  heat  the  Vef- 
fels,  in  which  your  Matter  is;  the  whole  work  of  our  Supream 

Magiftery  will  be  matured  and  prepared  by  this  Method,  then 

diftil  conveniently  in  Afhes  with  a  heat,  fcarce  unlike  to  the 
heat  of  the  Sun,  till  you  have  drawn  all  the  Juice  from  it,  then 
diflfolve  the  Matter  by  pouring  to  it  of  the  aforefaid  Simple  Spi¬ 
rit  three  parts,  in  refpea  of  the  Matter,  which  remained  in  the 
Vefiel,  after  the  aforefaid  Juice  wasabftraffced  from  it ;  Repeat 
the  Magiftery  a  fourth  time,  proceeding  andobferving  all  things 
exaftly  as  above  :  So  will  you  have  the  Spirit  of  your  Chaos, 
which  is  by  the  Philofophers  called  Fire  depurated,  reduced 
from  power  into  aft  with  the  Virtue  of  the  Vegetable  Matter. 
Take  therefore  a  Glais  Veflel,  ftrong,  able  to  contain  themea- 
fureof  a  common  Urne,  pure  and  long,  whofeNeck  muft  be 
ftrong,  and  two  fpans  and  a  half  long,  whofe  Cover  muft  be  ano¬ 
ther  Glafs,  called  Antenotorium ,  faith  a  Neck  turned  downward, 
containing  the  fourth  part  of  a  common  Urne,  to  be  put  into 
the  aforefaid  Veflel:  Into  this  Circulating  Vefiel  put  four 
Pounds,  and  no  more,  of  the  depurated  Spirit,  which  you  brought 
from  power  to  aftion,  by  Virtue  of  the  Vegetable  Matter,  as  I 
taught  you  before.  Circulate  in  Balneo,  or  Dung  .the  fpace  of 
ftxty  Days,  and  when  Converfion  is  made  of  the  Spirit  deduced 
from  power  to  aftion  by  the  firft  Vegetable  Matter,  then  this 
you  will  thereby  know,  that  in  the  bottom  of  the  Vefiel  will  be 
a  Sediment,  like  the  Urine  of  a  found  Man:  Then  will  you  fee  a 
Quintefience  brighter  and  clearer  then  a  Diamond,  which  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  Stars  in  fplendour,  fo  as  to  be  doubted,  whether  it  be 
contain’d  in  the  Glafs  or  not :  which  you  muft  dexteroufly  fepa- 
rate  from  its  Sediment,  and  keep  in  a  Veflel  clofe  flopped  in  a 
cold  place :  This  is  that  Virtue  which  the  envious  have  hidden, 
and  obfcured  by  innumerable  Metaphors,'  calling  it  Spiritus  Vi- 
vus ,  Aqua  Arsenti  uivi,  Aqua  Vitae,  Aqua  C  cleft  h ,  Aqua  Diarns, 
Anima  MenftruiVegetabihs,  Farms,  Vent  us,  our  Heaven,  Menftr  te¬ 
al  Blood,  TJrine  fublimed,  Menftruum,  our  Water  of  Sulphur,  our 
Blejfed Stone,  giving  it  infinite  other  Names,  which  we  mention 
not  here,  but  have  by  Experience  feen  and  known  them  to  be 
one  and  the  fame  thing.  i 
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Annotations. 

* 

MOft  of  the  Adepts  'knew  no  other  hut  this  way  of  acuating  the 
Spirit  of  Philo  fophical  Wine,  for  they  believed  there  was 
one  only  thing, and  one  only  Method :  hut  this  is  not  the  lajl  amongfl  the 
difficult  Methods ,  nor  much  different  from  the  Ccelum  Vegetable  of 
Lully  made  of  the  Alkali  of  Tartar.  The  Tartar  of  this  Wine  is 
lefs  Oyly  than  common  Tartar,  and  therefore  adjoyned  to  this ,  as  a 
higher  Kind  ;  but  that  we  may  the  letter  under fland  the  Receipt ,  ?tu 
convenient  to  compare  it  with  its  Original  taken  out  of  the  laftTeflar 
ment  of  Lully.  <  -  ' 

v  ■  i  \ 

30.  The  Ccelum  Vinofum  of  Lully. 

'  ■  .  >  In  Tejlavi.  tiovijf. 

•*-J» v  *7  .  t,'  ,  ^ 

t  '•  \  **  V  *  i  ?  »*•  *  ’  *  .  .«  .  X  ‘  Sfel  ' 

I  •  1  *  i  .  J  '  i  •>  i  i  y  *  ,  •  F  m  *■ 

/  1  *  ,  __  f  ,  h 

^”|"^Ake  Red  Wine;  which  we  call  the  Liquor  of  Lunar ia,  and 
X  Nigrum  nigrius  nigro ,  and  diftil  an  ardens  in  Balneo, 

and  reftify  it,  till  it  be  without  Phlegm^  which  you  will  know, 
when  it  burns  a  piece  of  Linnen  Cloth,  by  realon  of  its  heat, 
which  you  will  make  it  do  in  five  times,  fometimes  in  three,  and 
having  fuch  a  fign,  divide  it  into  two  parts,  and  keep  one  part 
for  the  making  of  the  Menftruum ,  and  with  the  other  part  abftraft 
the  Soul  from  the  Earth  (a  pitchy  mafs )  by  the  way  which  I 
fhall  tell  you.  The  way,  my  Son,  is,  to  diftil  the  Phlegm,  till  it 
remain  in  the  form  of  liquid  Pitch,  then  put  to  it  of  the  Water 
( ardens )  which  you  re&ify’d,  fo  much,  as  to  fwim  three  Fingers 
above  the  Matter,  and  the  Veflel  being  very  clofe,  fet  it  in 
Dung  or  Balneo  fhcDaystodigeft,  after  that  diftil  all  the  Water,, 
in  which  is  the  Soul,  upon  hot  Aihes,  then  increafe  the  Fire  a 
little,  and  take  out  the  Oyl,  which  keep:  then  pour  in  of  the 
other  Water  (ardens,  or  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine')  as  before^ 
and  put  it  in  Putrefaftion  fix  Days,  as  before,  and  then  diftil  in 
Allies,  firftthe  Water,  then  the  Oyl,  and  thus  continue  theMa- 
giftery  the  fame  way,  till  you  have  extracted  all  the  Soul  from 
the  Earth,  keep  it,  becaufe  it.  is  the  animated  Water,  and  keep 
the  Oyl  for  the  Tin&ure  :  Then  take  the  Earth  being  dry  and 
,  1  .  hardned^ 
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hardened,  and  calcine  till  it  grows  white,  being  white,  give  the 
Soul  in  the  Water  referved  to  it.  My  Son  !  the  way  is  this,  Take 
the  Earth  being  white  and  depurated  (Salt)  and  know  the 
weight,  put  it  in  a  Veflel  of  Glafs,  and  pour  upon  it  an  eighth 
part  of  the  animated  Water,  the  Veflel  being  very  clofe,  and 
place  it  in  Balneo  three  days,  till  you  fee  the  ardent  Spirit  con- 
denfed  in  the  Balneo,  and  reftify  it,  till  it  be  without  Phlegm, 
then  having  put  on  an  Alembick,  draw  oflhthe  Liquor  without 
tafte,  becaufe  the  Soul  hath  embraced  the  Spirit,  which  is  in 
that  part  ,•  and  imbibe  a  fecond  time  with  a  feventh  part  of  the 
animated  Water,  and  digeft  as  before,  and  diftil  away  themoi- 
flure  :  A  third  time  imbibe  with  a  fixth  part,  digeft  and  diftil 
away  the  Water  :  A  fourth  time  pour  on  a  filth  part  of  the 
animated  Water,  as  before  :*  The  fifth  time  give  a  fourth  part, 
and  digeft  as  you  know  ;  and  continue  with  the  fourth  part  al¬ 
ways  digefting  and  drawing  of  the  Liquor,  till  our  Earth  be 
pregnant  and  white :  Then  take  the  Earth  being  pregnant,  and 
put  it  in  a  fubliming  Veflel  luted  and  very  clofe  in  a  Fire  of  the 
third  degree,  the  fpace  of  twenty  four  Hours,  and  fublime  the 
pure  from  the  impure  :  And  thus  my  Son  will  you  have  the  Ve¬ 
getable  Mercury  fublimed,  clear,  refplendent  in  the  Form  of  a 
wonderful  Salt.  Know  you  muft  my  Son,  that  the  Philofophers 
and  we  do  call  it  properly  Vegetable  Sulphur ,  Sal  Armoniack ,  our 
Sulphur ,  the  Sulphur  of  Nature ,  and  many  other  Names  we  alfo 
give  it.  Take,  my  Son,  of  this  Vegetable  Sulphur ,  which  you. 
made,  one  Ounce,  put  it  in  a  Glafs  Veflel,  and  pour  upon  it  three; 
Ounces  of  the  Water,  ( Aqua  qrdens  rettifyed  to  the  higheft )  re¬ 
vealed  to  you  before,;  and  the  Veflbl  being  covered  clofe,  put  it 
in  Balneo  for  one  Natural  Day,  then  Diftil  in  Allies,  till  all  afcend 
that  can,  then  know  the  weight  of  ^the  Salt  remaining  at  the 
bottom  of  the  Veflel,  and  pour  to  it  thrbe.times  its  weight  of  the- 
aforefaid  Aqua  ardens ,  and  put  it  in  our  Bakeo  the  Apace  of  one 
natural  Day,  then  Diftil  in  Allies,  and  thus  do  three  times 
Then  is  all  the  Vegetable  Salt  come  over  the  Helm  with  its  ow  n ■ 
Water,  and  mixture  is  made,  and  the  Water  clear,  which  we 
call  Simple  Menftruum .  My  Son!  Take  a  Glafs  Vend,  which 
muft  be  white  Glafs  and  found,  and  it  muft  be  a  large  Veflel, 
and  put  into  it  four  Pounds,  or  fix  (at  mo  ft)  of  this  Menftruum. 
thus  Amply  diflblv.ed,  and  the.  Veflel  being  w.elljliut  aadieakd,, 

put: 
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put  it  in  Balneo  or  Dung,  the  fpace  of  fixty  Days,  and  it  will  in 
that  time  be  converted  into  a  Qujnteflence  exceeding  Glorious 
-and  Odoriferous,  which  you  will  know,  when  you  fee  in  the 
bottom  of  the  Veflel  a  Sediment,  like  that  in  the  Urine  of  a  well 
Complexioned  Youth,  and  it  will  be  clear  and  refplendent,  as  a 
Star  of  Heaven  :  Keep  it  in  a  hot  and  moift  place,  as  is  a  Balneo, 
Separating  it  fir  ft  from  its  Sediment,  and  fealing  the  Veflel  well 
as  may  be. 

Both  Receipts  agree  in  all  things ,  except  that  Lully  calcines  the 
dead  Earth ,  and  by  diffolving  in  common  Water  and  calcining,  puri - 
fies  it;  Parifinus not  fo  :  this  Earth  notwithftandingfeeming  by  this 
way  of  put  rifling  to  be  made  jitter  for  the  Reception  of  its  Spirit  ; 
The  Receipts  confift  of  thefe  two  parts ,  the  preparation  of  the  Vege¬ 
table  Sal  Armoniack,  and  the  Reduction  of  the  fame  Salt  into  a  li¬ 
quid  Subjlance  or  Menftruum :  The  preparation  of  the  Sal  Armoni¬ 
ack  is  effected  by  two  Operations :  In  the  fir  ft,  the  Soul  is  extracted 
out  of  the  Body  by  Virtue  of  the  Spirit,  to  exanimate  and  fix  the 
Earth,  and  make  it  melt  like  Wax  on  a  red  hot  Plate  :  In  the  fe- 
cond,  the  Soul  is  ftored  to  this  fixed  Earth  by  times,  and  this  vari- 
oujly ,  to  make  it  Volatile  :  In  both  Receipts  as  well  of  Lully,  as  Pa¬ 
rifinus,  the  animated  Spirit  is  reftored  to  the  Earth  fo  exanimated, 
in  an  eighth ,  feventh,fixth,  fifth ,  and  fourth  part  of  its  weight ,  till 
it  wholly  evaporates  upon  a  fiery  hot  Plate  ;  this  method  of  im¬ 
pregnating, or  revivifying  the  Dead  Body  will  be  confirmed  and  illu- 
ftrated  by  the 

■“  ,  ■  '  ;  Ci  \  '  .  -v  ’  -  ..  .  x '  ■»  »  ( 

Vegetable  Sal  Armoniack  of  Parifinus. 

In  Apertorio  Cap.  F.  and  L.  and  parte  fecund  a  Ci- 
tharos  vel  Violence  ^and Cap. 5.  Elucid.  pag. 

235.  Vol.  6.  Theat.  Cbym. 

OUr  Vegetable  Mercury  is  that  Principle  to  be  admired 
above  all  other  things  of  this  Art,  which  confifts  in  the 
preparation  and  ablution  of  its  mod  precious  Earth,  which  is  of 
10  great  Virtue,  as  not  to  be  comprehended  by  the  wit  of  any 
Men,  thofeonly  excepted,  who  have  attained  to  the  miraculous 
effe&s  of  it.  Our  purpole  is  to  take  the  matter  remaining  (jn 

the 
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the  dipMtonofV\\i\o(of\dkz\  Wine)  like  melted  pitch,  to  which 
pour  of  its  Death  ( Phlegm )  the  height  of  four  fingers  above  it, 
agitate ;  that  the  tin&ure,  or  unftuous  fuperfluous  part  of  it 
may  be  diflolved,  let  the  matter  fettle,  decant  the  tinfhire,  to 
the  remaining  matter  pour  new  Phlegm,  agitating  and  decanting 
fo  oft,  till  no  more  tincture  afcends,  and  the  Earth  remains 
white,  fparkling  like  a  Diamond,  which  dry  in  the  Sun  or  fome 
fuch  heat ;  being  dryed  and  pulverized,  pour  to  it  of  C,  that  is, 

,  its  (ardent)  Spirit,  fomuch  as  willfwim  upon  it  thefpace  of  four 
Fingers,  digeft  in  a  blind  Head  three  natural  Days,  then  diftil 
with  a  Render  heat  of  Allies,  till  the  Veins  difappear,  take  away 
the  Receiver,  flop  it  well,  put  another  to,  diftil  away  all  the 
Phlegm  with  a  Firefomewhat  ftronger,  cool  the  Veil'd,  take  out 
the  Matter  being  hardened,  pulverize,  and  putting  it  in  the  fame 
Veflel,  pour  to  it  of  C  the  breadth  of  three  Fingers,  lute,  and 
putrefie  three  days,  take  away  the  blind  Head,  diftil  through  an 
Alembick,  till  the  Veins  afcend,  then  change  the  Receiver,  as 
before,  repeat  thefe  Operations,  till  the  Earth  remain  white,  and 
fume  not  upon  a  hot  Plate :  Now  takea  Phial,  put  the  aforefaid 
Earth  into  it,  lute  well  the  Neck  of  the  Phial,  and  fct  it  to  di¬ 
geft,  or  calcine  rather  in  Alhes,  and  you  will  have  your  mod: 
precious  Earth  now  fit  to  receive  its  Spirit  (animated)  or  Soul, 
with  the  confervation  of  its  radical  moifture.  Take  this  Earth, 
put  it  in  a  round  Veflel,  a  hapds  breadth  deep,  broad  about  the 
Orifice,  and  imbibe  it  with  its  Soul,  or  animated  Spirit,  as  we 
flrall  declare,  cap.  L.  thus  have  youfo  full  an  Inftruftion  of  this 
Matter,  that  ’tis  impofliblefor  you  to  err,  if  you  be  a  faithful 
Chriftian.  I  promifed  (he  goes  on  tap-  L.)  to  give  you  full  di¬ 
rection  for  the  making  of  all  forts  of  Sulphurs  for  our  Magiftery, 
that  is,  Mineral, Vegetable,  and  Animal  Sulphur.  Wonder  not, 
that  I  did  firft  fublime,  and  vivify  the  Mineral  Sulphur  of  Na-- 
ture,  I  doing  this,  to  give  them  in  order,  and  that  you  might 
the  better  attend  your  Practice  and  Theory:  though  I  know, 
you  are  not  ignorant,  that  no  diflolution  can  be  made  without 
either  Vegetable  or  Animal  Sulphur.  Now  to  our  purpofe  j 
Take  the  Vegetable  Earth  prepared,  asl  taught  you  cap.  F.  im¬ 
bibe  it  with  its  animated  Spirit,  giving  an  eighth  part  of  it,  (in 
refpett.  of  the  Earth)  cover  the  Veflel  with  a  Blind  Head,  digeft 
eight  days in  Balneo.  then  lay  alide  tins  Head,  and  draw  or  all,. 


-  ;  (  So  ) 

the  infipid  moifture  in  a  gentle  heat  of  Allies,  or  of  the  Sun  : 
then  imbibe  with  a  leventh  part,  digelbing  in  Balneo,  ^hd  diftil- 
lins  in  Allies,  asbefore  ;  then  imbibe  with  a  lixth,  then  a  filth  j 
laltly  a  fourth  part,  and  with  this  quantity  repeat  the  reft  of 
the  imbibitions,  till  the  Earth  hath  drank  up  two  parts  and  more 
of  its  weight :  Then  take  the  Earth  out  of  the  Veflel,  pulverize, 
and  put  a  little  of  it  upon  a  red  hot  Plate,  if  the  greateft  part  of 
it  fume  away,  put  the  powder  into  a  Subhmatory,  and  fublime 
the  Philofophers  Sal  Armoniack ,  giving  the  beginning  of  Vegeta¬ 
tion  to  both  the  rerreftrial  Luminaries  (Gold  and  Silver )  with¬ 
out  which,  neither  the  Vegetable  nor  Animal  Work,  yea  nothing 
at  all  can  be  done  in  this  Magiftery. 

This  Volatilization  of  the  fixed  Earth  the  Adepts  performed  other 
ways  alfo,  not  always  obferving  the  order  of  the  aforejaid  weights  of 
the  animated  Spirit ,  in  the  refufcitation  or  impregnation  of  the  dead 
Body:  For  fome  times  they  imbibed  this  ex  animated  Earth  with  an 
eighth  part  of  its  animated  Spirit  fo  oft ,  till  it  became  animated 
again )  and  was  made  V olatile •  Thus  Lully  made  his  * 

% 

The  Vegetable  Sal  Armoniack^oi  Lully. 

Libro  de  materia  Vegetabili  inpr affiica  quarta. 

TAke  excellent  Wine  either  red  or  white,  diftil  by  the  Rule 
of  Art  an  ardent  Spirit,  burning  Cotton,  evaporate  the 
Phlegm  till  the  Matter  remain  thick,  as  melted  pitch,  to  which 
pour  of  the  ardent  Spirit  fo  much,  as  to  fwim  four  Fingers  above 
it  :  digeft  for  a  week  in  Balneo,  then  diftil  the  animated  Spirit 
bv  Allies,  to  the  Earth  pour  new  ardent  Spirit,  repeating  fo  oft, 
till  the  Earth  remain  dry,  and  in  the  Form  of  powder  :  More¬ 
over  you  muft  from  the  Earth  diftil  an  Oyl  in  Allies  with  a  Fire 
Miciently  ftrong,  fo  as  that  the  Earth  being  laid  on  a  red  hot 
Plate, cads  forth  no  fume.  That  Oyl,  as  aifo  the  Phlegm  are  of 
no  value  in  the  prefent  Work.  Calcine  or  Reverberate  the  iaid 
Earth  in  a  dole  VelTel,  to  which  pour  of  the  animated  ardent 
Spirit  an  eigth  part  in  an  Alembick,  digeft  in  Balneo  tin ee  days, 
then  gently  draw  ofFthe  fuperfluous  moifture,  being  infipid  as 

common  Water,  imbibe  as  before,  and  continue  fo  oft,  till  the 

Earth 
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Earth  in  a  clofe  Vefiel,  to  which  pour  of  the  animated  ardent 
Spirit  an  eighth  part  in  an  Alembick,  digeft  in  Balneo  three  days, 
then  gently  draw  off  the  fuperfluous  moifture,  being  infipid  as 
common  Water,  imbibe  as  before,  and  continue  fo  oft,  till  the 
Earth  be  made  Volatile,  which  you  will  know,  if  a  little  of  it  put 
on  a  red  hot  Plate  be  altnoft  wholly  evaporated :  This  impregna¬ 
ted  Earth  fublime  with  a  fubliming  Fire  the  fpace  of  twenty 
four  Hours  :  The  Volatile  and  fublimed  Salt  fublime  by 
it  felf  yet  twice,  which  is  to  be  with  the  ardent  Spirit  difTolved 
diftilled,  and  forty  or  fifty  days  Circulated  into  an  Odoriferous 
Liquor. 

Sometimes  they  impregnated  the  Earth  from  the  beginning  to  the 
comfleat  faturity  of  it,  with  a  fourth  part  of  the  animated  Spirit, 

thus  :  r 

* 


The  Vegetable  Sal  Amoniaciof  Lully. 

-  In  Apertorio  fuo. 

TAke  of  the  beft  Juice  of  Lunaria ,  that  you  can  find,  one 
Pound  or  two,  and  put  it  into  a  Vefiel  with  an  Alembick 
the  feams  being  well  joynted  and  luted,  fecit  in  a  little  Furnace’ 
and  underneath  make  a  Fire  of  one  wiek,  and  with  fucha  gentle’ 
heat  let  the  aforefaid  Spirits  be  diftilled,  and  fo  long,  tfJl  it  be¬ 
gins  to  make  Veins:  When  therefore  the  Phlegm  begins  to  Ihew 
Veins  then  is  it  a  fign,  that  the  Spirit  is  diftilled,  which  contains 
in  it  all  the  perfection  of  Life,  and  then  take  that  diftilled  Spirit 
and  keep  it  very  choicely  in  a  Glafs  well  ftopt  with  white  Wax’ 
then  put  another  Receiver  under  the  Alembick,  and.  receive  the 
lecond  Water,  becaufe  it  retains  yet  fomething  of  the  aforefaid 
Spirit,  though  not  fo  ftrong  as  the  firft  :  diftil  from  that  fecond 
Water  fo  long,  till  nothing  elfe  comes  but  Phlegm,  which  is  no 
otherw  ue  then  as  common  Water,  tailing  a  little, -if  it  has  yet  any 
Virtue,  than  may  you  diftil  yet  more,  but  if  it  be  as  the  other 
Water  pure  m  tafte,  then  lay  afide  the  Receiver  with  that  fecond 
VVater,  and  put  another  Glafs  to  receive  all  the  Phlegm,  diftil- 
ling  fo  long,  till  nothing  more  diftils,  and  then  let  all  the  Phlegm 
be  poured  away,  becaufe  it  is  that,  which  brings  Death  to  our 

N  •  Precious 
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Precious  Stone,  and  this  the  vulgar  knows  not,  but  we  know. 
Now  have  you  the  Earth,  which  remained  in  the  bottom  of  the 
VefTel  black,  like  melted  Pitch  :  For  that  calcination  of  the 
Earth  cannot  be  done  with  a  ftrong  Fire,  as  Sophifters  believe, 
but  it  is  done  by  its  own  Spirit,  winch  keeps  it  from  burning, be- 
caufe  its  Spirit  draws  the  Soul  from  its  Body,  and  repels  its  fu- 
perfluous  Phlegm,  and  mortifies  the  isarth,  and  then  vivifies  it: 
Now  therefore  calcine  the  aforefaid  Earth  in  this  manner  j  Take 
the  fecond  diftilled  Water  {  Aqua  ardens  mix’d  with  Phlegm)  and 
pour  it  upon  the  black  Earth  {P  itch )  in  its  Veliel,  and  mix  well, 
till  it  be  diflolved,  becaufe  the  Earth  is  prefently  diflolved.  Then 
put  on  an  Alembick,  and  lute  well,  and  diftil  the  Spirit  with  one 
wiek,  as  1  told  you  before,  till  y ou  lee  V eins,  then  again  feparate 
the  Receiver  of  the  Alembick  with  the  Spirits,  <md  fet  it  apart, 
and  put  another  Receiver  to,  and  dill  il  on,  looking  if  there  be 
yet  any  Spirits  there,  if  not,  then  the  Water  which  is  diftilld, 
hath  a  tafte  like  hot  common  Spring  Water,  which  put  away 

again,  becaufe  luch  Water 'is  Phlegmatick,  which  caufeth  Death 
to  our  Stone :  And  after  the  whole  diftillation  take  the  VelTel 
with  all  the  Matter,  which  you  will  then  find  more  hard  than 
before,  and  this  is  the  reafon ,  becaufe  that  Spirit  hath  attraa- 
ed  the  Aereral  Soul  to  it  from  its  Body,  it  being  the  place  in 
which  the  Soul  is  contained  :  that  Operation  repeat  fo  oft,  till 
you  fee  your  Matter  calcined  in  the  bottom  in  the  Form  of  a 
black  Powder,  or  even  fo  long,  till  you  fee  no  more  Phlegm  arife, 
fo  as  the  laft  Water  to  be  of  as  great  virtue,  ftrength,  fmell  and 
tafte,  as  the  firft :  And  you  muft  not  be  ignorant,  that  in  the 
third  diftillation  thofe  two  Spirits  f  ill  and  well  rettify  d)  are  to 
be  mixed  together  upon  their  Earth,  lb  long,  till  the  Earth  and 
Spirits  have  thofe  figns  aforefaid,  namely,  the  Earth  be  calcined, 
and  the  Spirits  yield  no  Phlegm.  Then  take  the  Earth,  and 
with  it  a  fourth  part  of  its  weight  of  the  Spirit,  and  put  the  Mat¬ 
ter  into  your  VefTel,  which  we  call  Rettntorium.,  and  place  it  ina 
Furnace,  continuing  an  eafie  heat  fo  long,  till  the  Spirit  be  alto¬ 
gether  coagulated  in  the  Earth.  Know  Son !  that  the  Body, 
which  was  Dead,  puts  on  white  Garments,  as,  if  God  pleafe,you 
{hall  lee,  when  you  try  the  things  aforefaid.  Son  !  this  muft 
you  repeat  with  new  Spirit  fo  long,  till  you  fee  the  Earth  altoge¬ 
ther  white  as  Snow :  and  then  is  the  Earth  big  and  impregna¬ 
ted 
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ted  t$th  Eternal  clarity,  which  will  bring  forth  an  Infant,  ac¬ 
cording  to  this  way  :  When  the  Earth  is  very  white,  then  Son ! 
take  it  out  of  its  Veffel,  and  grind  it  into  a  moft  fine  powder, 
and  this  do  upon  a  Glafs  Plate,  then  again  put  it  into  a  Veffel, 
luting  the  Joynts  of  it  well,  and  fet  it  on  a  little  Furnace,  and 
kindle  a  Fire,  continuing  it  for  thirty  Hours,  and  in  the  corners 
and  fides  of  the  Veflel  you  will  find  our  Infant,  born  and  refufci- 
tated  in  the  likenefs  of  a  powder,  moft  white,  moft  fair,  and  in 
fuch  clearnels,  as  the  Body  of  Silver :  Keep  it  therefore  in  high 
efteem,  beanie  it  is  your  Terra  foliata,  and  it  is  called  the  Spirit 
of  fublimed  Bodies, converted  into  Terra  foliata ;  fo  winto  the  fame 
the  Soul,  &c. 

Sometimes  they  impregnated  this  Earth  without  observing  any 
weight, as  thus : 

Another  Vegetable  Sal  Armoniack.  of  Lully. 

In  Luce  Mercuriorum. 

TAke  Wine  red  or  white,  putrify  it  in  Balneo  twenty  days 
at  leaft,  that  the  parts  of  it  may  be  difunited,  and  the 
better  feparated,then  by  diftillation  of  Balneo, with  a  moft  gentle 
Fire  draw  off  the  Aqua  ardens ,  which  put  in  re&ification  fo  oft, 
till  nothing  of  the  Phlegm  remains :  then  draw  off  the  Phlegm 
by  diftillation  with  a  Fire  of  Afties,  till  a  certain  matter  remains 
in  the  bottom  of  the  Veffel  like  liquid  Pitch,  and  thefaid  Phlegm 
put  apart :  then  take  the  faid  matter,  and  pour  to  it  of  the  Phlegm 
fomuch,  as  to  fwim  four  Fingers  above  it,  and  put  it  for  two 
days  in  Balneo,  then  one  day  in  a  Fire  of  Alhes,  that  it  may 
boyl  leifurely,  and  you  will  find  the  Phlegm  much  coloured, 
which  empty  into  another  Veffel :  fet  it  in  Balneo  again  for  two 
days  with  new  Phlegm,  and  for  one  day  in  Afhes,  then  empty  it 
into  another  Veffel,  and  thus  proceed  till  the  Phlegm  will  be  no 
more  coloured,  and  if  Phlegm  be  wanting,  then  take  the  colour¬ 
ed  Phlegm, and  by  diftillation  draw  off  one  half,  or  a  third  part 
of  it  by  Balneo,  and  operate  with  it  as  before ;  but  when  that 
Phlegm  is  no  more  coloured,  then  will  there  remain  in  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  Veffel  an  Earth  almoft  white,  the  Phlegm  having  at- 

N  z  trailed 
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traded  all  the  Oyl  out  of  it :  if  you  would  feparate  thenrafurr 
der,  put  them  in  diftillation  of  Balneo,  then  the  Phlegm  only 
rifeth,  and  the  Oyl  will  remain  in  the  bottom  of  the  Vehei 
moft  red.  Take  this  Earth,  and  pour  to  the  fame  of  Mercury, 

(  Vegetable ,  or  Aqua  ardens )  fo  as  to  fwim  two  Fingers  above  it, 
and  put  it  in  a  Fire  of  Afhes  for  one  natural  Day,  fo  as  to  boyl 
gently,  then  draw  off  (diftil)  the  Earth  by  a  Fire  of  Allies  as  be¬ 
fore,  and  put  it  apart :  And  of  new  Aqua  ardens  pour  to  the  faid 
Earth  fo  much,  as  to  fwim  two  Fingers  above  it,  and  fet  it  in 
Alhesfor  a  Natural  Day,  then  draw  it  off  by  diftilling  in  Alhes 
as  before  :  and  thus  proceed  till  there  be  no  more  Spirit  (elfe- 
tvhere  called  Soul )  remaining  in  the  Earth,  but  all  pafs’d  over 
with  the  Aqua  ardens ,  which  you  may  know  by  the  Earth  re¬ 
maining  in  a  moft  impalpable  powder,  and  putting  it  on  a  Fire- 
hot  Plate  it  will  yield  no  fmoak,  which  will  be  a  fign,  that  it  is 
without  Spirit  (Soul) :  which  Earth  put  then  into  digeftion  in 
an  Athanory  and  there  let  it  {land  ten  days  in  a  continued  Fire. 
Then  take  of  the  Aqua  ardens,  in  which  the  Spirit  (Soul)  is,  and 
pour  it  upon  the  faid  Earth,  fwimming  one  Finger  above  it,  and 
put  it  in  an  Athanor  for  one  Natural  Day :  then  fet  it  in  Balneo, 
and  by  diftillation  draw  off  the  Aqua  ardens  without  the  Spirit 
(Soul)  the  Spirit  remaining  in  the  Earth,  then  pour  on  other 

/  Aqua  ardens  ;  and  thus  reiterate,  till  the  Earth  hath  drank  up 
all  its  Spirit,  which  you  will  know  by  putting  the  Earth  upon 
a  red  hot  Plate,  becaufe  the  greateft  part  of  it  will  turn  into 
Smoak  ,*  which  Earth  digeft  for  fix  Natural  Days  in  a n  Athanor, 
then  put  it  in  Allies,  increasing  the  Fire,  till  by  the  fublimation 
the  Vegetable  Mercury  rifeth  at  the  fides  of  the  Veflel,  and  in 
the  bottom  remains  the  terra  damnata ,  which  is  not  an  ingredi¬ 
ent  to  our  Work :  Which  Mercury  gather  fpeedily,  and  whilft 
it  is  new,*  after  its  riling,  mix  it  with  its  Water  for  two  days, 
and  it  becomes  a  Water  which  hath  wherewithal  to  difiolve  all 
Metals  with  the  prefervation  of  their  Form,  and  this  Water  we 
call  Vegetable  Menftrmm . 

,  Animal  Sal  Armoniacks  may  alfo  be  made  the  fame  way  as  Vege¬ 
table  Sal  Armoniacks  thus  is  made . 
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The  animal  Sal  Armoniack,  of  Lully . 

In  Teftam.  Noviffimo. 

SOn  !  there  is  another  way  of  this  animal  Sulphur  of  Nature, 
in  which  there  is  moft  accurate  knowledge,  as  in  Vegetables* 
which  you  muft  perform  by  the  method  which  we  fhall  teach 
you  ;  and  Son !  the  way  is  to  take  the  Urine  of  Young  Men  of 
good  Complexion,  and  put  it  in  a  Glafs  VefFel  forty  days,  till  it 
be  putrified  :  then  take  a  Cucurbit,  and  putting  on  an  Alem- 
bick  in  Balneo  for  the  fpace  of  forty  hours,  diftil  a  clear  Water, 
and  the  Spirit  will  remain  in  the  Earth  ( the  Soul  as  Pitch )  dry  it 
being  well  luted,  and  rectify  the  Water  feven  times,  and  the 
white  Salt  (Volatile)  which  it  made  in  every  diftillation  gather 
warily,  that  it  may  not  feel  the  Air,  and  put  it  in  its  Water  (Spi^ 
rit.)  Then  put  the  Earth  and  Water  (Pitch  and  Spirit)  toge¬ 
ther  in  Balneo  or  Dung  for  four  days,  then  diftilin  the  fame  Bal¬ 
neo,  and  put  it  again  upon  the  Earth,  digefl  and  diftil  again  as 
before  four  days  ;  then  take  the  Water  by  it  felf,  and  put  it  in 
Dung  the  fpace  of  two  Natural  Days,  and  diftil  in  Balneo/  and 
again  putrify  in  Dung,  and  continue  this  order  five  times :  Then 
is  the  Water  (Spirit)  perfeftly  re&ify’d  and  clear.  This  work 
being  ended,  reftore  the  Water  to  the  Earth  (Pitch)  and  fet  it  in 
Dung,  then  diftil  in  Balneo,  and  dry  up  the  Earth  and  the  Alem- 
bick  being  taken  off,  and  another  Cover  put  on,  fublime  for  the 
fpace  of  twenty  four  hours  the  animal  Sulphur  of  Nature  : 
Then  gather  it  together,  and  upon  the  Earth,  which  remained, 
pour  its  (animated)  Water,  and  put  it  in  Dung,  and  diftil  in  Bal¬ 
neo,  dry  and  fublime  as  before,  repeating,  till  all  the  Sulphur  be 
fublimed.  Son- !  We  have  revealed  to  you  every  way  of  know¬ 
ing  our  Vegetable  Sulphurs,  andalfo  the  animal  Sulphur,  with  a 
Declaration  of  the  whole  Magiftery.  Now,  with  the  help  of 
God,  we  fhew  you,  that  there  is  one  way  and  means  in  the  ani¬ 
mal  and  in  the  Vegetable,  without  any  variation, 

This  Receipt  being  lefs  clear ,  in- making  no  mention  of  the  Spirit  of 
Philofophical  Wine,  and  yet  of  no  worth  without  it- ;  f  w  i  ll  therefore 
add  his  fixth  Experiment:  of  the  rational  Anim a /,  where  thus  r 

Very. 


(8<r) 

Very  great,  certainly,  and  incomprehenfible  Gifts  hath  the  rnoft 
high  God  vouchfafed  to  us ;  in  the  acknowledgment  of  which, 
our  Duty  is  both  Day  and  Night  to  love,  worlhip,  and  revere 
him  with  our  whole  heart,  and  everywhere  extol  his  Name  with 
all  our  might :  for  beftdes  his  creating  us  out  of  nothing,  and 
redeeming  us  with  his  mold  precious  Blood,  he  hath  alio  made 
Man  partaker  of  all  the  Bleflings  contained  in  the  greater 
World,  and  for  this  reafon  is  called  Microcofm ;  for  it  has  by  di¬ 
vine  infpiration  been  revealed  to  us,  that  all  Virtues  as  well  Ani¬ 
mal  and  Vegetable,  as  Mineral  are  in  Man  himfelf,  and  this  very 
thing  I  will  prove  to  be  true  by  this  wonderful  Experiment : 
Take  the  Urine  of  Boys,  which  muft  be  from  the  eighth  to  the 
twelfth  Year,  and  no  more  ;  which  Urine  gather  from  thofe 
Boys  in  the  Morning,  rifing  out  of  Bed,  a  great  quantity  of 
which  ’tis  convenient  for  you  to  have,  which  muft  be  very  well 
putrified  in  a  Glafs  Veflel,  the  Veftel  being  ftop’d,  not  to  refpire, 
two  parts  of  which  Veflel  muft  be  full,  the  other  empty,  and 
thus  ought  it  to  be  placed  inHorfeDungtoputrify,  tilltheUrine 
grows  black,  which  commonly  happens  within  forty  or  fifty 
days :  but  that  the  Urine  may  putrify  and  grow  black  in  a 
fhortcr  (pace  of  time,  this  we  have  had  for  a  fecret,  and  proved 
it  by  true  Experiment,  that  mixing  and  joyning  a  Cup  of  Aqua 
Vita,  Philof optical )  but  firft  highly  rectified  with  the  aforefaid 
Urine,  will  accelerate  Putrefaction :  Putrefaction  being  done, 
put  the  Urine  in  an  Urinal,  (Cucurbit)  with  an  Afcmbick  and 
Receiver  carefully  ftop’d,  two  parts  of  which  Veftel  muft  be  full, 
but  the  third  empty,  and  diftil  in  Balneo  with  a  gentle  Fire  one 
part  of  three,  or  till  it  produceth  Veins  in  the  Head,  which 
Veins  being  vanilhed  and  gone,  remove  the  Receiver,  and  being 
very  clofe  ftop’d  keep  it  with  the  diftilled  Water,  which  is  the 
Mercury  (Spirit)  of  it,  in  a  place  as  cold  as  you  can  :  then  con¬ 
tinue  the  diftillation,  increafing  the  Fire,  and  its  Phlegm  will  be 
diftilled,  which  requires  a  ftronger  Fire  to  go  oyer  the  Helm : 
and  thus  continue  diftilling,  till  the  Body  appears  in  the  likeneis 
of  Honey,  or  melted  Pitch,  then  let  the  Veflel  cool,  and  keep 
the  Phlegm,  which  lhall  diftil  .•  Then  take  the  firft  Mercury,  or 
firft  Spirit,  which  you  diftill’d  in  the  beginning,  and  reCtify  it 
'thus :  Put  it  into  a  large  Cucurbit  an  Arm  and  a  half  high,  then 
put  into  the  Mouth  of  the  faid  Veflel  Cotton  enough  to  flop 
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the  Mouth  of  it ;  which  Cotton  muft  be  firft  moiftened  with 
Oy],  and  prefled  out,  and  tyed  to  a  Hempen  Thred,  that  when  .> 
you  havea  mind,  you  may  draw  it  out  of  the  Neck  of  the  Vef- 
lei,  and  that  the  Cotton  may  not  fall  into  the  Cucurbit ;  then 
put  an  Alembick  to  the  Cucurbit  with  a  Receiver, the  Joynts  be¬ 
ing  very  clofe,  befmeared  with  Wheat-flower  and  Linnen 
Swaths,  that  is,  imparted  with  the  Pap  of  f  lower  bound  fart  to 
the  Neck  of  the  Cucurbit,  to  keep  the  Veflels  from  refpiring, 
which  part  (Chymical  Lute)  being  dryed,  put  the  Cucurbit  to  a 
Fire  of  Balneo,  boy  ling  gently,  and  the  matter  will  be  fublimed 
into  a  moft  precious  Salt :  Yet  Son!  take  notice  of  this,  that 
the  Beak'of  the  Alembick  muft  be  large  and  wide,  left  the  Salt 
rifing  andfubliming  out  of  the  Cucurbit  fhould  flop  the  Mouth 
of  the  Beak  of  the  Alembick,  when  it  flows  over  into  the  Recei¬ 
ver  ;  for  if  fo,  the  Veflels  would  be  broken,  as  it  hath  alfo  hap¬ 
pened  to  us,  when  we  brought  this  Experiment  to  practice ;  when 
you  fee  all  the  Salt  gone  over  by  diftillation,  there  will  remain 
in  the  Cucurbit  a  certain  Phlegmatick  Water,  which  throw . 
away, as  nothing  worth  ,*  but  the  Salt  empty  with  care,  and  keep 
it  in  a  Glafs  Veflel  very  clofe  ftop5d,  which  Salt  will  be  Volatile, 
and  we  will  ufe  it  either  for  thediflolving  of  Bodies,  or  for  the 
making  of  Medecines.  There  is  alfo  another  way  of  rectifying 
or  purging  the  aforefaid  animal  Spirit  or  Mercury  :  Take  there¬ 
fore  that  animal  Spirit,  and  diftil  by  Balneo,  and  half  the  Liquor 
being  gone  over,  remove  the  Receiver,  and  throw  away  that 
which  remains  in  the  Veflel :  that  which  is  diftilted,  diftil  again, 
taking  two  parts  of  it,  what  remains  in  the  Veflel  throw  away 
again  as  before,  and  what  is  gone  over,  diftil  again  a  third  time, 
and  take  little  lefs  than  all  of  it,  and  thus  will  you  have  the  ani¬ 
mal  Spirit  or  Mercury  perfectly  reftify’d,  wherewith  you  may 
exanimate  your  Earth,  which  you  had  before  remaining  in  the 
likenefs  of  liquid  Pitch  :  Take  therefore  that  liquid  Pitch,  or 
rather  Earth  diflblved,  and  pour  upon  it  fo  much  of  the  afore¬ 
faid  animal  Spirit,  as  to  rife  four  Fingers  above  it,  the  Veflel 
with  its  Ante  not  or  turn  lute,  with  Wax  gummed,  that  it  exhale 
not,  then  lhake  the  Veflel  or  Urinalverywe.il,  that  the  Spirit 
may  be  incorporated,  and  the  Earth  being  well  joy  ned  with  the 
Spirit  diflblved,  put  ;t  in  putrefaftion  for  two  Natural  Days, 
then  take  away  the  Antenotorium ,  and  immediately  put  on  an 

Alembick 


(  88  ) 

Alembick  with  a  Receiver,  lute  well  to  prevent  refpiring,  and 
diftil  by  Allies  :  Have  a  care  of  the  fumes  when  you  open  the 
Veflel,  for  they  are  exceeding  ftrong.  All  the  Spirit  therefore 
being  by  diftillationgone  over,  increafethe  Fire,  that  the  Soul 
may  be  imprinted  into  the  diftilled  Water,  and  laftly  again  in- 
creafe  the  Fire  thus  gradually,  till  fome  other  Salt  or  Sulphur  be 
fublimed  :  When  no  more  willfublime,  cool  the  Veflel,  and  ga¬ 
ther  the  fublimation,  and  lay  it  with  the  animated  Spirit  lately 
diftilled  ,*  then  take  out  the  hard  and  burned  matter  remaining 
in  the  Veftel,  and  grind  it,  and  pour  again  to  it  of  new  Spirit  as 
above,  cover  the  Veflel  with  its  Antenotorium  again  as  above, 
and  putrify,  then  take  away  the  Antenotorium ,  and  putting  on  an 
Alembick  with  a  Receiver  well  dop’d,  diftil  the  animated  Spirit 
by  Allies ;  which  being  diftill’d  again  as  before,  increafe  the  Fire 
at  laft,  that  fome  part  of  the  Oyl  may  be  forc’d  over,  and  the 
other  part  of  the  Sulphur  fublimed  ;  but  when  you  fee  nothing 
more  will  diftil,  nor  any  thing  fublime,  fuffer  the  Veflel  to  cool, 
and  keep  the  animated  Spirit  laft  diftilled  with  the  other  diftilled 
before  :  So  alfo,  if  any  part  of  the  Salt  afcends  by  fublimation, 
mix  it  together  with  the  aforefaid  Spirit  as  before,  and  keep  them 
all  in  a  Veflel  clofe  ftop’d  :  then  again  pour  new  Spirit  upon  the 
Earth,  fo  as  to  rife  three  Fingers  above  it,  and  joyning  an  Ante - 
notorium  to  it,  putrify  as  before,  and  then  diftil  in  Alhes  as  be¬ 
fore  :  but  when  nothing  more  will  diftil,  increafe  the  Fire  as 
much  as  poflible  by  adding  fuel,  that  the  Earth  may  be  calcined, 
and  in  this  third  Operation  converted  into  a  Beretine  or  alii  Co¬ 
lour,  then  the  Veflel  being  cold,  and  the  Receiver  with  the  ani¬ 
mated  Spirit  taken  away,  keep  it  with  the  reft  of  the  animated 
Spirit,  but  put  the  Earth  into  a  Veflel  of  Earth  or  Chalk,  which 
muft  be  found,  and  able  to  endure  Fire,  covered  with  the  like 
Veflel,  giving  it  as  ftrong  a  heat  as  can  be  made  with  wood,  and 
fo  continue  two  days,  then  by  that  time  you  will  have  calcined 
the  Earth ;  the  Veflel  being  cold,  draw  out  the  faid  Earth,  which 
will  be  almoft  white,  or  of  an  afh  Colour  clear  and  bright,  pour 
fo  much  of  its  Phlegm  upon  it,  as  will  fwim  four  Fingers  above  it., 
and  let  it  boyl  in  Alhes  four  Hours,  and  then  decant  the  Liquor 
warily  into  another  Veflel, and  keep  it  ,*  dry  the  remaining  Earth, 
and  pour  to  it  again  of  new  Phlegm  as  before,  then  make  it  boy  l 
as  before,  then  decant  as  before,  and  dry  the  Earth.;  thus  re¬ 
peat 


(  »9  ) 

peat  the  Magiftery  till  all  the  Earth  is  diffolved,  or  the  moft 
part  of  it  imprinted  into  that  Phlegm,  which  probably  will  hap¬ 
pen  in  the  third  or  fourth  diflblution  :  if  any  thing  remains  un- 
diflolved,  throw  it  away,  for  it  is  an  empty  Earth  of  no  Virtue, 
but  the  Earth  which  was  diffolved  in  the  Phlegm, pals  through  a 
Filtre,  and  then  again  through  a  moft  fine  Linnen  Cloth,  which 
done,  congeal  the  diftolution  in  a  moft  gentle  Fire  of  Allies,  in  a 
Glafs  Urinal,  to  which  mult  be  put  an  Alembick  with  its  Recei¬ 
ver  :  which  being  congealed,  diflolve  again  in  the  fame  Water 
lately  filtred,  then  pafs  it  through  a  Cloth  again,  and  laftly  con¬ 
geal  it  as  before:  But  this  Magiftery  youmuft  reiterate,,  till  it 
yields  no  more  Terreftreity  in  the  Filtre :  Then  keep  our  Phyft- 
cal  Sal  Armoniack ,  our  Animal  Sulphur ,  our  fixed  Animal  Mercu¬ 
ry,  whereof  lay  a  little  upon  a  hot  Plate,  and  if  it  melt  as  Wax 
without  fmoak,  it  is  a  fign  you  have  the  Argent  vive  fixed,  and 
perfectly  depurated,  wherewith  you  will  be  able  to  accomplilh 
many  Experiments  :  This  is  that  Mercury,  which  hath  afford-  a 
ed  us  moft  feafonable  fuccour,  as  lhail  be  manifefted  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Experiments. 

To  this  ex  animated  Earth  reft  ore  the  animated  Spirit  hy  various 
imbibitions,  according  to  the  ways  defcribed  in  the  preparations  of 
Vegetable  Sal  Armoniacks,  becaufe,/j//£  Lully ,  there  is  but  one 
way  and  method  in  the  animal,  as  in  the  Vegetable,  nothing  va¬ 
rying. 

But  the  ways  of  making  thefe  Salts  being  very  tedious,  we  will  for 
a  conclufeon  add  Lully’s  way  of  abbreviation* 


The  Vegetable  Sal  Armoniack,  made  by  the 

accurtation  of  Lully. 

In  Teliam.  Novi/L. 
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AHi s  Sulphur  (of  Nature')  may,  my  Son !  with  the  help 
of  God  be  wonderfully  abbreviated, and  the  way  is  this  : 
To  take  our  liquid  Pitch  (after  the  Phlegm  is  drawn  off}  and  put  it 
into  a  Cucurbit,  in  a  Fire  of  the  third  degree,  and  extraft  the 
Oyl,  till  the  Earth  remains  dry  and  burned.  My  Son  f  calcine 
as  I  have  taught  you,  and  purify  the  Earth,  and  lo  fepsfrate  the 
•  O  Salt 
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Salt  from  it,  and  upon  it  pour  a  forth  part  of  the  Spirit,  which 
is  in  the  fecond  Water,  ( diftilled  eut  of  the  Pitch')  and  digeft  as 
above  ;  then  drawing  off  the  Liquor  ( fuperfluous ,  infipid. ,  and  to 
he  c  aft  away)  pour  again  a  fourth  part,  digeft  and  dry  as -before,- 
till  the  Earth  be  pregnant,  the  ftgn  will  be,  that  nothing  more 
(of  the  aforef aid.  Phlegm  or  Liquor)  will  diftil,  fublime,  and  you 
will  have  the  Vegetable  Sulphur  clean  and  pure,  and  of  the  fame 
Virtue  with  the  firft.  I  charge  you, my  Son  !  with  the  fear  of 
God, not  to  reveal  this  moft  excellent  way  of  abbreviation  to  any 
Man. 

Parifinus  in  his  way  of  making  Vegetable  Sal  Armoniack,  de¬ 
clares  the  Oyl  ext  ratted  out  of  the  Pitch  of  Philofophical  W  iftc,  to 
le  fuperfluous  and  inconfonant  t  Separate,  faith  he ,  all  the  fuper¬ 
fluous  un&uofities,  which  do  burn  the  perfect  and  precious  Ele¬ 
ments  mix’d  and  latent  in  that  Vegetable  Matter, and  are  repug¬ 
nant  to  thatcompofition  :  and  a  little  after ;  After  the  reparation 
of  the  fuperfluous  un£tuofity,and  aereal  fubftance,  which  blacks 
and  burns  the  other  precious  Elements  of  this  compofition,  pour 
to  it  its  ardent  and  celeftial  Spirit.  Tea,  Lully  himfelfhas  infome 
Experiments  before  declared ,  that  Oyl ,  as  alfo  the  Phlegm  of  this 
Wine  to  be  of  no  Virtue  in  the  prefent  Work  :  never  the lefs  in  this 
ac  cur  tat  ion  of  Sal  Armoniack,^  not  only  ufeth  the  fa  id  Oyl ,  and  in- 
deed(which  you  may  wonder  a  t)for  the  abbreviation,  of  a  moft  tedious 
labour ,  but  alfo  affirms  that  Sal  Armoniack  thus  prepared ,  is  of  the 
fame  Virtue  with  the  reft •  Sometimes  he  ufed  alfo  the  Vf  ater  or  ani¬ 
mated  Spirit ,  together  with  the  Oyl ,  for  prefent  abbreviation , 

thus  i 

Another  Vegetable  Sal  Armoniac  kby  the 
f  Accurtation  of  Lully. 

Lib.  cfe  materia  Vegetabili  in  prafflica  feptima. 

TAke  the  beft  red  Wine,  diftil  the  ardent  Spirit,  according 
to  Art,  fo  as  toburn  Cotton,  after  that  the  Phlegm,  up¬ 
on  the  matter  remaining  in  the  bottom  of  the  Alembick,  being 
thick  as  liquid  Pitch,  pour  the  Phlegm  half  afoot  above  it,  let  it 

boyl  three  Hours,  decant  the  tinged  Phlegm,  pour  on  other,  re¬ 
peating 
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peating  fo  oft,  till  no  more  will  be  tinged,  if  you  have  not  Phlegm 
enough,  you  muft  draw  off  the  tinged  Phlegms  in  Balneo,  which 
being  evaporated,  a  Vegetable  Oyl  will  remain  in  the  bottom  of 
.the  Glais,  the  tinfture  being  drawn  out  of  thePhlegm,  the  mat¬ 
ter  will  remain  like  a  dry  Earth,  upon  this  dry  Earth  pour  of  the 
ardent  Spirit  the  height  of  four  Fingers,  let  it  boyl  two  Hours, 
that  which  is  in  the  mean  time  diftilf  d  pour  again  to  the  Earth, 
let  it  fettle  two  Hours,  then  decant  the  animated  Spirit  from  the 
Spirit  or  Soul  of  the  Earth,  pour  new  Spirit  upon  the  Earth, 
doing  as  before,  three  times  :  The  Earth  being  black  and  calci¬ 
ned,  put  into  a  Glais  with  a  long  Neck,  and  pour  the  Vegetable 
Oyl  ( aforefaid )  to  it,  digeft  in  Allies  ten  days,  then  decant,  and 
put  it  into  an  Alerabick,  to  which  add  a  fourth  part  of  the  ardent 
Spirit  animated,  digeft  in  a  vaporous  Balneo  for  twenty  four 
Hours,  then  continue  the  fuperaddition  of  the  other  three  parts 
of  the  animated  Spirit  every  twenty  four  Hours,  then  diftil 
away  the  fuperfluous,  infipid,  and  ufelefs  Liquor  gently  by 
Alhes,  and  augmenting  the  Fire  by  degrees,  fublime  the  Volatile 
Salt,  &c. 

Hitherto  of  the  various  preparations  of  Vegetable  Sal  Armoni- 
acks.  We  will  now  proceed  to  the  other  part  of  t^Coelum  Vinoiu/n, 
namely ,  the  fever al  ways  of  reducing  thefe  Salts  into  a  liquid  fub- 
ftance .  The  Adepts  did  for  the  moft  part  diftil  through  an  Alembick 
one part  of  Vegetable  Sal  Armoniack  with  three  parts  of  the  Aqua 
ardens,  to  which  Liquor  they  added  again  one  part  of  the  aforefaid 
Salty  and  diftiltdy  and  that  they  repeated  three ,  and  fome times  four 
times ,  to  make  the  weight  of  the  Salt  and  Water  equal ;  for  the  great¬ 
er  the  quantity  of  the  fame  Salt ,  the  ftronger  is  the  quality  of  the 
Menftruum,  then  laftly  they  circulated  the  Menftruum,  thereby  to 
make  it  more  pure  and  excellent :  But  though  this  Method  was  more 
inufe  among  the  Adepts,  yet  either  their  curiofity  or  fedulity  found 
out  alfo  other  ways  ;  fo  inftead  of  the  Aqua  ardens,  wherewith  they 
prepared  the  Vegetable  Sal  Armoniack,  as  well  as  the  Men¬ 
ftruum,  they  fometimes  took  Aqua  ardens  circulated ,  or  the 
Heaven  ,  or  Eft e nee  of  Philofophical  Wine ,  deft ri bed  in 
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ft  is  thus  done? 
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3 1 .  Cwlum  Vegetabile  of  Lully  Circulated. 

Lib .  cte  materia  Vegetabili  in  praffiica  quinta* 

TAke  the  beft  white  Wine,  diftil  the  ardent  Spirit  till  it 
burns  Cotton;  put  this  Spirit  into  a  Circulatory  two 
thirds  empty,  ftrengthen  the  Mouth  with  Wax,  and  Bury  it  in 
hot  Dung, with  its  Mouth  downward, for  the  Spirit  to  be  circula¬ 
ted  and  digefted  the  fpace  of  Forty  five  Days,  or  till  it  fwims 
above  more  pure  and  clear,  (in  the  Form  of  an  Oyl ,  fee  the  Hea¬ 
ven,  or  EJfence  of  Philofophical  Wine,  Numb,  i.)  having  feen 
this  fign,  take  out  the  Glafs  warily,  and  with  a  Needle  perforate 
the  Wax>  that  the  impure  may  flow  out,  then  fuddenly  turn  up 
the  Circulatory,  that  the  pure  or  more  fine  may  remain,  which 
we  call  the  ardent  Spirit  circulated,  which  is  of  a  mod  delicious 
Sent :  now  take  the  refidue,  from  which  the  Spirit  of  Wine  was 
drawn,  and  diftil  the  Phlegm  ;  and  upon  the  matter  remaining 
like  melted  Pitch,  pour  the  laid  Phlegm,  fo  as  to  fwim  four  Fin¬ 
gers  above  it,  digeft  two  days  in  Balneo,  decant  the  tinged 
Phlegm,  and  pour  on  other,  and  that  repeat  fo  often,  till  the 
Phlegm  will  be  no  more  tinged,  which  is  a  thing  ufelefs  in  this, 
operation :  Now  the  Earth  calcine  in  a  Reverberatory,  pulve¬ 
rize,  put  it  in  an  Alembick,  and  imbibe  with  an  eighth  part  of 
the  ardent  Spirit  circulated,  digeft  in  Balneo,  and  diftil  fome  cer¬ 
tain  fu per fkous  moifture  by  Allies :  continue  this  imbibition, 
digeftion,  and  diftillation,  till  the  Earth  be  impregnated  with 
the  dry  Spirit,  which  was  in  the  ardent  Spirit  circulated,  of 
which  the  fign  will  be,  if  it  doth  almoft  all  evaporate,  being  a 
little  of  it  caft  upon  a  red  hot  Plate :  This  impregnated  Earth, 
being  put  into  a  Sublimatory,  fublime  according  to  Art  into  a 
Volatile  Salt,  which  digeft  in  Balneo  two  days  and  more,  with 
fix  parts  of  the  ardent  Spirit  circulated,  decant  the  diflblution 
gently,  and  if  any  thing  remain  uncliflolved,  proceed  with  it  as 
before,  this  diflblution  circulate  thirty  days,  and  it  will  be  a 
Quinteflence  to  be  compared  in  Virtue  with  the  Aurum yotalile 
of  the  Ancients.  ,  ,  . 

As  thefe  Menftruums  are  made  eitherweaker  or ftronger  accord¬ 
ing 
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ing  to  the  variety  of  weighty  fo  alfo  are  they  more  or  lefs  pure,  hy 
longer ,  or  fborter ,  or  altogether  negletled  circulation,  for  fome  Men- 
ftruums  there  are  of  this  kind, which  the  Adepts  circulated  not :  For 
an  Example  take  the  following* 

32.  The  lefs  Vegetable  Menftruum  of  Lully,  • 
Lib.  de  materia  Vegetabili  in  praHica  frima . 

TAke  the  belt  Wine  (red  is  the  heft)  "two  pounds  of  it,  put 
into  a  Cucurbit  with  a  blind  Head,  and  luting  the  joy nts 
well,  put  it  in  Balneo,  to  putrify  kindly  the  fpace  of  forty  five 
days,  then  fit  an  Alembick  to  it,  and  augment  the  heat,  that 
the  ardexit  Spirit  maybediftill’d,  whiehredtify  thrice  by  it  felf,or 
till  it  is  free  from  all  Phlegm, and  burns  Cotton  ,*  keep  this  ardent 
Spirit  wellftop’d  in  a  cold  place:  take  the  matter  remaining 
in  the  firft  diftillation,  and  draw  off  the  Phlegm,  till  it  remain 
thick  like  liquid  Pitch,  upon  which  pour  of  the  Spiritus  ardens 
fo  much,  as  to  be  the  fpace  of  four  Fingers  above  it,  digeft  three 
days  in  Balneo,  then  diftil  gently  by  Alhes  three  days,  and  by 
Virtue  of  a  ftronger  Fire,  the  ardent  Spirit  will  carry  over  the 
Soul  with  it,  which  it  could  not  do  in  Balneo  •  keep  the  diftil- 
lation  :  To  the  remaining  Matter  pour  new  Spirit,  doing  fo 
often,  till  all  the  Soul  be  come  over,  and  that  you  will  know, 
if  by  being  projected  in  a  Imall  quantity  upon  a  red  hot  Plate, 
it  yields  no  fmoak,  becaufe  the  matter  is  now  deprived  of  its 
Soul,  which  we  call  dry  Earth,  which  imbibe  with  an  eighth 
part  of  the  animated  ardent  Spirit,  digeft  for  three  days  in  Bala¬ 
nce,  then  diftil  gently  in  Allies  the  fuperfluous  Liquor,  being 
infipid  as  common  Water  :  make  the  fecond  imbibition  with  a 
feventh  part,  and  fo  continue  doing  as  before,  till  the  Earth  be 
made  heavier  by  a  fourth  part  of  its  weight,  and  it  will  be  dif- 
pofed  to  a  redudtion  into  a  Volatile  Salt  by  the  way  of  fublima- 
tion  :  This  Earth  therefore  being  well  pulverized,  put  into  a. 
Sublimatory,  adminiftring  Fire  according  to  Art,  and  that 
which  you  find  fublimed  white  as  Snow,  is  the  Volatile  Salt, 
which  keep  in  a  Vellel  well  ftop’d :  Take  of  this  Volatile  Salt 
one  part,  of  the  ardent  Spirit  fix  parts,  digeft  in  Allies,  and  the 

diftolutiona 
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diflfolution  is  the  Vegetable  Quinteflenceapt  to  diffolve  the  per¬ 
fect  Bodies  of  Sol  and  Luna ,  to  make  an  Elixir ,  and  other  Me¬ 
dicines  precious  and  grateful. 

Vegetable  Sal  Armoniack  dijfolv d in  Aqua  ardens  (one  part  of 
:  the  Salt  to  fix  of  the  Spirit)  makes  the  prefent  Menftruum  ; 
lut  the  following  is  prepared  from  Sal  Armoniack  rejohed 
p^r  deliquium. 

33.  The  Vegetable  Menftruum  per  deli¬ 
quium  of  Lully. 

Lib.  de  materia  Vegetabili  in  PraHica  fecunda . 

TAke  the  beft  white-Wine,  putrify  it  in  Balneo  twenty 
days,  or  longer,  then  diftil  the  Spirit  ms  ardens  according 
to  Art,  till  it  burns  Cotton ;  then  draw  off  the  Phlegm,  till  the 
matter  remains  in  the  bottom  of  the  Veffel  thick  as  liquid  Pitch, 
to  which  matter  pour  fo  much  of  the  Phlegm,  as  will  fwim  four 
Fingers  above  it,  digeft  in  Balneo  two  days,  and  in  Allies  one 
•  day,  decant  the  tinged  Phlegm  ;  pour  new  Phlegm  to  the  mat¬ 
ter,  doing  as  before,  till  no  more  will  be  tinged,  and  the  matter 
remains  at  the  bottom  of  the  Veffellikeawhite  Earth,  upon  this 
Earth  pour  the  height  of  two  Fingersof  the  ardent  Spirit,  digeft 
for  a  day  in  Alhes,  and  the  Soul  which  is  in  the  Earth,  will  en¬ 
ter  into  the  ardent  Spirit,  decant  the  ardent  Spirit  being  anima¬ 
ted,  pour  off  the  ardent  Spirit  again  upon  the  Earth,  doing  it  fo 
oft  as  before,  till  the  Spirit  draws  out  no  more  Soul,  and  the 
Earth  remains  in  the  Form  of  a  moftfine  powder,  beingdefpoil- 
<  edofall  its  Soul,  which  you  will  know,  if  itfmoaks  not  upon  a 
fiery  Plate  5  this  Earth  digeft  ten  days  in  Alhes,  then  put  it  in 
Balneo,  and  pour  of  the  tinged  Phlegm  fo  much,  as  will  fwim 
two  Fingers  over  it,  diftil  in  Balneo,  caft  away  the  diftillation  as 
a  thing  of  no  Virtue,  then  again  pour  the  tinged  Phlegm  upon 
the  Earth,  repeating  as  before,  till  no  Phlegm  remains,  and  the , 
Earth  is  impregnated  with  all  the  tinfture  that  was  in  the 
Phlegm :  This  done,  imbibethe  Earth  with  the  animated  ardent 
Spirit,  digeft  with  an  eafy  heat  in  Balneo,  till  the  Earth  is  well 
dryed,  then  again  imbibe,  and  fo  oft  as  before,  till  the  animated 
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ardent  Spirit  is  abforbed  by  the  Earth,  and  is  made  Volatile, 
which  you  will  know,  if  a  little  of  it  call  upon  a  burning  Plate 
fumes  away  for  the  moll  part  ,*  then  put  this  matter  into  a  fub- 
limatory,  and  fublirne  with  afubliming  Fire,  and  that  which  is 
fublimed,  is  the  Volatile  Salt  of  the  Vegetable  matter  :  put  that 
Volatile  Salt  into  a  Phial,  digeft  in  Balneo  for  a  day,  and  it  will 
be  reduced  into  a  Water,  which  we  call  Vegetable  Menftruiim> 
which  is  a  wonderful  diflblvent  for  the  radical  difTolving  of  the 
two  Luminaries.- 

Thefe  Menftruums  the  Adepts  made feme  times  not  of  Fegetahk 
Sal  Armoniack,  Int  by  the  way  following- 

34.  The  Vegetable  Mercury  of  Lully 
Lib.  de  Mat.  Vegetabili  in  praffiica fexta. 

TAke  the  beft  odoriferous  Wine,  put  it  in  a  Circulatory 
large  enough,  flop  the  faidVeftel  very  well  with  Sulphur 
melted,  and  putrify  in  Balneo  twelve  or  fifteen  Days,  then  diftil 
the  Spirit  and  Phlegm  according  to  Art,  till  the  Spirit  burns 
Cotton  ;  upon  the  matter  remaining  like  liquid  Pitch  pour  fix 
parts  of  the  Phlegm,  digeft  two  Days  in  Allies,  lhaking  the  Vef- 
fel  now  and  then,  decant  the  Phlegm  being  tinged,  pour  on 
other,  and  doing  as  before,  till  it  hath  extra&ed  all  the  tinfture, 
and  a  black  Earth  remains  at  the  bottom  of  the  Alembick  *  put 
the  tinged  Phlegm  in  an  Alembick,  and  diftil  in  Balneo,  and  that 
which  remains  at  the  bottom  of  the  Vefiel  will  be  the  Vegeta¬ 
ble  Oyl,qx>ur  the  ardent  Spirit  to  the  height  of  four  Fingers  up- 
on  the  black  Earth,  diftil  by  Allies,  and  that  which  is  diflilled 
will  be  the  ardent  Spirit  impregnated,  to  the  matter  pour  new 
ardent  Spirit,  repeating  as  before  three  times,  and  in  the  laft  in- 
creafing  the  Fire  about  the  end :  Calcine  the  Earth  with  a  Fire  of 
Reverberation  into  whitenefs,  out  of  which  extraft  the  fixed 
Salt  with  a  little  of  the  Phlegm, the  fixed  Salt  being  pulverized, 
put  in  an  Alembick,  pour  to  it  the  animated  ardent  Spirit  about 
two  Fingers,  diftil  gently  in  Balneo  the  infipid  and-  ufelels 
moifture,  repeat  as  before,  till  the  animated  Spirit  afeends  with¬ 
out  diminution  of  its  Virtue,  and  then  will  you  have  the  fixed 
Salt  acuated,  which  put  in  an  Alembick,  and  pour  to  it  the 
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Vegetable  Oyl  three  Fingers  high,  digeft  in  Alhes  for  a  day,  in- 
creafe  the  Fire,  and  diftil  wHatioever  can  alcend;  the  diftillation 
keep  warily,  becaufe  it  is  the  Vegetable  Mercury  :  But  if  any 
of  the  Salt  remains  in  the  Alembick,  you  mull  repeat  the  lame 
operations,  till  at  length  all  the  Vegetable  Mercury  pafleth 
through  the  Alembick,  which  will  extraft  the  Tinftureot  Gold, 
being  calcined  with  common  Mercury  and  Salt,  and  laitly  with 
Sulphur,  which  is  an  excellent  Aurum  potabile. 

Sometimes  they  prepared  thefe  Menftruums  by  Matron  alone , 
without  any  imbibition:  For  Example. 


35.  The  rectified  Aqua  Vi  tee  of  Lully. 

In  foteftate  D'witiarum. 

TAke  Wine,  feparate  the  Spirit  warily,  as  foon  and  as 
purely  as  you  can,  becaufe  you  will  never  feparate  it  fo 
warily,  but  that  it  will  contain  in  it  fome  of  the  pureft  part  of 
this  Phlegmatick  Subftance,or  Water :  this  Spirit  being  once  e- 
parated,is  called  Mercury,  that  is,  Aqua  ardens,  the  fign  of  which 
is,  that  if  you  dip  a  Linnen  Cloth  in  it,  it  will  turn  into  a  hame 
(iffirjl  kindled')  and  not  be  burned,  but  if  you  feparate  Often 
times,  Prettify)  it  is  called  Lunaria  reftify  d,  that  is,  Aqua  ardens 
rectifVd,  whereof  the  fign  is,  that  a  Linnen  Cloth  dipp  din  it 
burns  all  away :  Separate  now  all  the  fuperfluous^Phlegm^  til 
none  at  all  remains,  and  at  the  bottom  will  ^  Pitch ; 

then  mix  the  Lunaria.,  that  is,  the  Aqua  ardens  rectify  ,  w  it 
that  fubftance  made  like  foft  Pitch,  lhaking  it  well,  till  it  be  in¬ 
corporated,  and  fet  it  to  diftil,  and  that  which  goes  over,  is  cal¬ 
led  Man’s  Blood  reftify’d,  which  Alchymifls  feek  for.  That  Blood 
is  alfo  called  Air  or  Wind, and  of  this  thing  fpake  the  Fhdofopher, 
when  he  faid  Wind  carryed  him  in  its  Belly  :  from  the  lemam- 
der  feparate  the  fuperfluous  Oyl  ( called  above  Vegetable  >  by  cii- 
ftilling  it  through  a  Glafs  Alembick,  till  nothing  remains,  w  hich 
Oyl  keep  apart,  till  I  lhall  tell  you  ,•  but  the  refidue  will  be  a 
fubftance  black  and  dry,  which  reduce  to  a  fine  powder,  and 
mix  by  little  arid  little  with  the  rectify ’d  Man  s  Blood,  and  let 

them  ftand  together  for  the  lpace  ot  three  Hours,  and  then  di- 
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ftil,  and  then  this  Water  is  called  Aqua  ignea  rettijtcata,  or  Fiery 
Water  re&ify’d  :  then  calcine  the  Caput  mortuum  in  a  Furnace  of 
Reverberation,  till  it  be  made  like  Lime,  and  this  Calx  or  Lime 
mix  with  the  Fiery  Water  re&ify’d,  and  diftil  feven  times,  and 
then  is  it  called  Aqua  Vito?  re&ity’d. 

The y^wMenftruumto^Paracelfus  in  his  Book,  deElixire  Vi- 
tx,  and  the  Author  of  the  Appendix  of  the  third  Volume  <?/Thea- 
trum  Chymicum.  Thefe  Menftruums  differ  not  from  the  afore - 
fdid  made  of  Sal  Armoniack,  but  only  in  preparation  ;  in  thofe  the 
whole  Earth  of  the  Philofophical  Wine  is  by  its  own  Spirit  redu¬ 
ced  into  a  liquid  fubftance ,  with  which  is  performed  the  Jame  Work, 
but  after  another  manner  :  Hitherto  ought  to  be  referred  the  Men- 
ftruum  of  Guido,  made  thus  : 

W  .«.,**  ,4 
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3 6.  The  Circulatum  minus  of  Guido. 

In  Thefauro  Chymiatrico . 

TAke  of  the  Spirit  of  ( [Philofophical )  Wine  one  pound,  of  the 
Salt  of  (the fame')  Wine  four  ounces,  mix, the  Joynts  being 
well  luted,  diftil  through  anAlembick  in  Balneo,  pour  back  the 
diftillation,  and  cohobate  four  times,  and  it  will  be  prepared. 
Lully  reduceth  his  Sal  Armoniacks  with  fome  difficulty  into  a  liquid 
fubftance :  but  Guido  diftils  the  Salt  of  Philofophical  Wine  by  four 
cohohations  into  the  fame  Menftruum  :  the  caufe  of abbreviation  is  to 
be  fought  in  the  preparation  of  that  Salt ,  which  is  twofold ,  common 
or  fee  ret ;  of  the  common,  faith  Guido  thus  :  The  ardent  Spirit  of 
Wine  being  diftill’d,  draw  off  the  Phlegm,  till  the  matter  remains 
in  the  fubltance  of  the  thinner  fort  of  Ffoney,  which  will  in  a 
cold  Cellar  yield  Criftals  like  Nitre,  which  are  called  the  Salt  of 
Wine, which  take  out  and  keep  ,*  the  remainder  evaporate  a  little 
while,  and  take  more,  &c.  Of  the  fecret  way  of  making  this  Salt, 
faith  Guido  alfo ,  pag.  8.Thef.  Take  of  the  Salt  of  Wine,  and  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Wine,  of  each  four  ounces,  digeft  the  fpace  of  eight  or  ten 
days,  draw  off  gently  in  Ralneo,  and  the  Phlegm  only  will  af- 
cend,  and  you  willhave  fix  ounces  of  the  Salt  ot  Wine,  to  wdiich 
Salt  add  again  an  equal  quantity  of  its  Spirit,  and  digeft  again 
ten  days,  and  draw  off  the  Phlegm,  pour  new  Spirit  to  the  re¬ 
maining  Salt,  and  proceed, as  above,  and  thus  may  you  increafe 

P  ca* 


( s>s  )  : 

the  Salt  of  Wine  as  you  pleafe  :  This  latter  way  of  making  the  Salt 
of  Wine.,  is  not  only  the  multiplication,  and  addition  as  wed  of  the 
quantity,  as  quality  of  it,  hut  moreover  is  alfo  the  volatilization  of  it : 

It  is  no  wonder  therefore,  that  the  Salt,  whoje  half  part  was  Spirit  of 
Philofophical '  Wine,  jhould  fo  eaftly  afcend  with  the  fame  Spirit ; 
yet  is  it  to  he  well  obfervd ,  left  we  temper  the  aridity  of  the  Salt  of 
Wine  too  much,  with  too  great  an  addition  of  TJnfluoftty,  and  inftead 
of  a  Menftruum  of  this  Kind,  make  a  weaker  of the  Jecond  Kind. 

What  has  been  declared  of  Vegetable  Menftruums  is  alfo  to  be 
under  flood  of  animal  Menftruums;  for  an  Example  we  will  in¬ 
flame. 

\  ..  /  .  \ 

37.  The  animal  Heaven  oiParifinus. 

In  Aflertorio. 
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TAke  the  Urine  of  Children,  between  eight  and  twelve 
Years  of  Age,  of  good  difpofition  and  health,  get  that 
which  is  good,  and  a  good  quantity,  and  put  it  in  many  Glafs  . 
Vcllels,  which  you  muft  not  fill  above  two  thirds,  that  it  may 
the  better  circulate :  To  every  ten  mealures  of  Urine  mix  of  our 
C.  (Philofophical  Aqua  or  dens)  half  a  meafure,  which  muft  be 
without  any  Phlegm,  t'he  Veflels  being  very  well  fealed  with 
Wax,  let  them  putrefy  fifteen  days,  and  then  you  will  find  the 
matter  black, and  feparated  from  itsTerreftreity  :  And  you  muft 
know,  the  longer  it  remains  in  putrefaction,  the  more  perfect 
Will  be  the  work,  every  five  days  the  Dung  muft  be  changed  : 
then  pour  it  out  into  the  Veftel,  which  we  deferibed  in  the  Ve¬ 
getable  Work,  and  the  Joynts  being  well  luted,  diftil  till  you  fee 
the  fign,  which  we  fpoke  of  in  Chap.  B.  but  for  a  more  certain 
fign,  diftil  only  two  parts,  then  take  away  the  Receiver,  and  put 
another  to,  continuing  the  diftillation,  till  it  remains  like  Syrup 
or  melted  Pitch,  then  take  thefe  two  parts  referved,  and  diftil 
by  the  fame  Balneo,  receiving  three  parts  of  four,  the  remaining 
fourth  caft  away,  but  diftil  half  of  thefe  three,  and  again  diftil 
three  parts  of  four  parts  of  this  half,  which  diftil  twice  by  thern- 
felves,  and  thus  will  you  have  your  Flower  rectify ’d,  with  which 
we  extract  Acetum  acerrimum  out  of  its  own  Earth  :  Take  there¬ 
fore  this  Earth,  being  in  the  form  of  Syrup,  to  which  pour  the 
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Flower  ( Spirit )  the  height  of  three  Fingers,  cover  the  VefTel 
with  a  blind  Head,  and  lute  the  Joynts  with  gumm’d  Wax,  put 
it  in  putrefa&ion  three  natural  Days,  and  fnake  the  matter  in 
the  luted  Veflel  now  and  then,  as  is  convenient,  that  the  faline 
parts  may  the  better  be  diflblv’d ;  then  take  away  the  blind 
Head,  and  put  on  a  common  Alembick,  but  have  a  care  in  this 
changing,  left  the  fharpnefs  of  the  Salts  offend  your  Eyes  :  then 
diftil  gently  in  Allies,  and  when  you  have  by  fuch  a  heat  extraft- 
e*.  all  the  Water,  mcreafe  the  Fire,  that  the  Oyl  or  Soul  of  it  may 
afcend  alfo  together  with  the  diftill'd  Water,  whereof  one  part 
will  be  fublimed,  the  other  part  will  ftick  to  the  fuperftcies  of 
the  Earth  in  the  form  of  a  white  powder,  let  the  Veil'd  cool,  ga¬ 
ther  the  fublimation  ;  being  gather’d,  put  it  in  its  Water,  make 
'  the  Veflel  very  clofe,  becaule  it  contains  the  animated  Flower, 
0 Spirit )  then  take  out  the  dry  Earth  remaining,  reduce  it  into 
powder  upon  a  Porphyry  Stone,  pour  to  it  the  Flower  (or  Spi¬ 
rit)  the  breadth  of  three  Fingers,  ptitrefy  three  days,  diftil  in 
Alhes,  increafing  the  Fire  with  Wood  as  above,  repeat  the  Ma- 
giftery,  till  the  Earth  remains  of  an  Alh  Colour,  then  calcine  it 
in  a  Reverberatory,  as  we  taught  you  in  the  Mineral  Work,  in 
Chap.  z.  And  fo  you  will  have  the  animal  Earth  prepared, 
abounding  with  fo  great  Virtue,  as  not  to  be  exprefled.  O  ab- 
folute  power !  upon  which  all  other  powers  depend,  into  what 
thing  haft  thou  infufed  fuch  Virtue  ?  No  Man  will  comprehend 
lo  great  a  fecret,  none  will  believe,  unlefs  he  himfelf  hath  feen 
by  Experience,  as  we  have  feen.  Take  the  animated  Flower, 
reftify  it  three  times  in  Alhes,  always  cafting  away  the  Earths, 
(terreftial  Faces')  then  diftil  in  Balneo  three  parts  from  four,  the 
remainder  throw  away,  this  repeat  yet  once,  then  diftil  the 
whole,  fo  will  you  have  the  animated  Flower  rettifyed.  Take 
now  a  large  Veflel  (a  Cucurbit)  and  put  in  the  rectify  ed  Flower, 
flop  the  Mouth  of  the  Veflel  with  Cotton,  put  on  an  Alembick 
with  a  Receiver,  and  with  a  gentle  heat  of  Alhes  all  or  the  great- 
eft  part  will  be  fublimed  in  the  Form  of  a  moft  precious  Salt, 
with  which  (if you  wilf)  you  may  acuate  our  C,  which  then  you 
muft  circulate  according  to  the  Chap.D  D.  wherewith  you  may 
perfect  all  your  operations  (which  we  taught  in  the  precedent 
Chapters)  which  you  will  fooner  compleat  by  this  Menftruutn. 
But  if  you  defire  the  animal  Sulphur  of  Nature,  it  is  neceflary 
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for  you  to  fublime  prefently  after  you  have  redifyfd  the  dcfired 
Flower,  namely,  by  imbibing  the  Earth  according  to  the  method 
and  order  which,  we  declared  in  the  Vegetable  Work,  that  is, 
with  an  eighth,  feventh,  ftxth,  fifth,and  fourth  part,  fublimeand 
ule  to  do  as  in  the  Vegetable  Work,  to  wit,  by  acuating  the  ani¬ 
mated  Flower  with  its  animal  Sulphur  fublimed,  circulating,  and 
doing  all  things  as  in  the  Vegetable  Work.  Now  Son !  you  fee 
how  I  love  you,  having  repeated  fuch  things  over  and  over,  and 
with  fuch  pains,  left  you  Ihould  have  occafion  to  complain  of 
me,  and  that  you  ftiould  be  expert  in'  every  thing,  in  which  I 
perfwaded  my  felf  you  might  err  ;  therefore  have  we  in  this 
Chapter  repeated  and  defer ibed  that,  which  no  Philofopher  ever 
did  in  his  great  Volume,  and  I  may  eafily  believe,  that  no  Phi¬ 
lofopher  has  prefumed  to  deferibe  fo  long  and  ample  a  pradice, 
as  this  of  ours  ;  all  which  proceeds  from  my  paternal  affection 
towards  you,  by  which  I  would  oblige  you  under  the  pain  of 
Gods  wrath,  not  to  reveal  it  to  any  one,  but  rather  burn  it,  as 
foon  as  you  have  reduc’d  it  into  ufe,  as  you  have  more  than  of¬ 
ten  promifed  us :  My  farther  advice  is,  That  you  would  ftre- 
nuoufly  endeavour  to  live  according  to  the  triumphant  Gofpel 
of  Grace  and  Peace  :  rejed  and  avoid  Evil  Societies  and  Add¬ 
ons, as  we  have  often  admoniflied  you  ;  but  if  you  dootherwife, 
you  will  not  pleaie  him,  who  is  the  Donor  of  this  Famous  Know-, 
ledge,  of  every  good  Thing,  and  Grace  it  felf. 

From  the  Receipts  we  Note. 

i.  That  thofe  things  which  were  noted  in  the  fifth  precedent  Kind, 
may  hitherto  alfo  he  referred ,  the  Menftruums  of  this  Kind  differing 
only  in  matter  from  the  antecedent ,  thefewere  made  oj  Philofophical 
Wine  only ,  thofe  of  the  fixed  Salts  of  divers  things,  hut  as  to  the  way 
of  fubliming,  or  the  way  of  making  Vegetable  Sal  Armoniacks,  they 
both  agree  in  all  things . 

z.  That  thefe  Sal  Armoniacks  are  called  Sulphurs  of  Nature,  In 
the  preparation  of  Philofophical  Wine  there  is  an  Earth  found , 
which  is  called  Sulphur,  exiflent  in  the  Vegetable  Mercury ,  coagula¬ 
ting  its  own  Mercury  ;for  the  fake  of  which  Earth ,  they  called  every 
other  ex  animated  and  fixed  Earth ,  Sulphur ;  but \  the  animated \ 
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Spirit  (Effence,  Tinflure,  they  termed  Mercury ,  to  he  coagu¬ 
lated  by  this  Sulphur ,  hut  both  of  them  being  reduced  into  one  Body, 
and  fublimed ,  they  call  d  Sulphur  of  Nature ,  (not  more  fixed,, 
but)  fublimed 

3.  Thefe  Salts  are  call'd  Sulphurs  of  Nature ,  to  diftinguifb  them 
from  Sulphur  again  ft  Nature,  that  is,  of  every  Acid \  Fire,  faith  Ri¬ 
pley,  differs  many  ways  ;  for  one  is  a  natural  Fire,  another  un¬ 
natural,  another  elemental,  and  another  contra  naturam  :  Natu¬ 
ral  Fire  is  that  which  proceeds  from  the  Influence  of  the  Sun* 
Moon,  and  Stars,  from  which  are  produced  the  Spirits  of  burn¬ 
ing  Waters,  the  effential  vapours  of  Minerals,  as  alfo  the  Natu¬ 
ral  Virtues  of  living  things  ;  the  unnatural  is  an  occafional  Fire, 
which  is  called  a  moift  Fire, made  artificially  by  Philofophers  :  it 
is  alfo  called  a  Fire  of  the  firft  degree, which  is  for  the  meer  tem¬ 
perance  of  heat  called  Balneo,  Stove  or  Dunghill ;  in  this  Fire  is 
made  the  Putrefa&ion  of  our  Stone :  elemental  Fire  is  that 
which  fixeth  calcines,  and  burneth,  and  is  nourifhed  by  things 
combuffible  ;  Fireagainft  (or  contrary  to)  Nature,difTofves  vio¬ 
lently,  breaks,  kills,  and  deftroys  the  governing  power  of  the 
Form  of  the  Stone  :  for  it  diffolves  the  Stone  into  the  Water  of 
a  Cloud  with  the  deftru£tion  of  the  fpecifick  Form  :  but  it  is 
termed  Fire  contrary  to  Nature,  becaufe  the  operation  of  it  is 
contrary  to  all  natural  operations,  as  Raymond  aflerts  :  for  all 
things  that  Nature  hath  made,  this  Fire  deftroys,  and  brings  to 
Corruption,  unlefst-he  Fire  of  Nature  be  added  to  it,  &c.  Med , 
Phil.  pag.  1 3  5.  Wherefore  alfo  there  are  four  Fires  in  our  art, 
namely,  the  Natural,  which  is  the  Menftruum  Sericonis ;  the  un¬ 
natural,  that  is,HorfeDung,  or  Vindemia,  and  the  like  :  the  ele- , 
mental,  viz.  maintained  by  W ood  and  other  ccmbuftille  things ;  ( 
and  the  Fire  contrary  to  Nature,  that  is,,  all  corrpfive  Waters, 
made  of  Vitriol,  Salt,  and  fuch  like  things.  Viatic,  pag.  342.  but\ 
of  thefe  in  another  place ,  namely,  the  fifth  Book. 

4.  That  thefe  Salts  are  to  be  ufed  prefently  after  the  fublwation  . 
of  them. 

5.  That  Thilofophical  Aqua  Vi tee,  though  never  better  reflify  dp 
yet  contains  in  it  feme  certain  fupsrfiuous  moifture,  which  it  ex  pells, 
either  by  being  circulated  by  it  J elf,  as  in  the  preparation ■  cj  Lully’s 
Heaven,  or  imbibed  in  things  fixed,  as  in  the  ways  of  making  the  j  aid. 
Salts. 
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6 .  That  a  Menftmum  made  of  Lully’s  Heaven ,  with  the  Effence 
or  Oy/0/PhilofophicalWine,  is  no  ftronger  than  the  reft,  as  to  the 
preparation  of  the  Sal  Armoniack,  though  it  may  be  fooner  made 
with  this  Oyly  than  fimple  Aqua  ardens,  hut  as  the  Sal  A  rmpniack 
already  made  is  mixed ,  and  again  circulated  not  with  the  thin  }  hi- 
lofophical  Water,  hut  with  the  Oyl  or  Aqua  Vit x  circulated. 

7.  That  the  divers  ways  of  fuhliming  thefe  Salts  do  mofl  clearly 
d if  cover  to  us  as  well  the  Nature  of  that  Spirit  of  Wine ,  as  of  thefe 
Menftruums,  and  moreover  commends  the  incomparable  Expert 
ence  of  Lully  in  thefe  things. 

8.  Animal  Menftruums,  tho  extracted  out  of  the  Vrine ,  and 
other  parts  of  Man>  are  never t he lefs  not  proper lyfo  called ,  fo  long  as 
the  matter  of  that  Spirit  of  Philosophical  Wine  was  Veget  able,  and 
only  acuated  with  an  animal  thing  :  yea  the  very  Spirit  of  Philolo- 
phical  Wine  made  alfo  out  of  the  animal  Kingdom ,  as  alfo  acuated \ 
would  notwithftanding  differ  not  from  the  fimple  V ? get  able  Menftru¬ 
ums  in  the  properties  of  dijfolving,  becaufe  it  would  together  with 
the  faid  fimple  Vegetable  Menftruums,  very  much  vary  from  the 
tinging  faculty  of  the  compounded  Vegetable  Menftruums,  from 
which  it  ought  to  be  diftinguijhed ;  whereas  otherwife  it  might  be 
ranked  among  the  Vegetable  Menftruums. 
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Vegetable  Menftruums  compounded  of  the 
aforefaid  Simple  Menftruums. 
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38.  The  Circulatum  viajm  of* Guido, 

Pag.  4.  Tbefauri  Chym. 

TAke  of  the  Spirit  of  ( Thilofophical )  Wine  fix  Ounces,  of 
the  Salt  of  {the  fame)  Witte  four  Ounces,  the  VefTel  be¬ 
ing  well  flopp’d, diftil  tii^  Spirit  in  Balneo, which  pour  r 
back  upon  the  Salt  of  Wine,  and  again  diftil,  and  this  ought  to 
be  done  twelve  times  :  then  diftil  for  a  Month  in  Balneo  rorido  : 
Putrefaction  being  done,  take  out  the  matter  and  diftil  in  a  Cu¬ 
curbit,  with  an  Afcmbick  of  two  Heads  or  Beaks,  in  Balneo,  and 
the  Spirit  of  Wine  will  afcend  through  the  upper  Beak  into  its 
Receiver,  but  the  Phlegm  through  the  lower  into  its  Veflel : 
Take  out  the  Salt  of  Wine,  pour  one  half  of  the  Spirit  of  Wine 
to  it,  and  difbil  with  a  Retort  into  the  other  part  of  the  Wine, 
diftil  yet  once  upon  the  remainder,  and  all  the  Salt  will  afcend  < 
into  a  ftrong  Menftruum  :  But  if  you  defire  a  weaker,  add  fix  „ 
{other)  Ounces  of  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  and  if  you  would  have  it 
very  weak,  pour  to  it  a  greater  quantity  of  Spirit,  but  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  aforefaid  weight,  it  is  made  our  great  Vegetable  Men- 
firuumyor  tirculatum  majas. 


AnnotationSo  , 

Itherto  of  Simple  Vegetable  Menftruums;  now  follow  thofe 

_ which  are  f aid  to  he  compounded ,  not  as  if  they  are  compound-' 
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'  ums  of  this  Kind  dipt  not  from  the  former  in  matter ,  nor  in  the 
method  of  preparing, but  in  weight  only  ;for  the  more  aridity  you  add 
to  the  unduous  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  the  (Ircnger  are  the 
Menftruums  made-  Guido  made  his  lejs  Circulatum  of  one  part 
of  the  Salt  of  Wine ,  and  four  parts  of  the  Spirit  of  Wine  ;  but  the 
greater  Circulatum  he  makes  of  two  parts  of  the  Salt  of  Wine,  and 
three  parts  of  the  Spirit  of  Wine.  The  greater  quantity  of  the  Salt, 
the  ft  ranger  is  the  Circulatum.  The  lefts  Girculatums  do  ext  rail 
the  EJfences,  or  Tintiures  of  things ,  but  the  greater  Circulatums  do 
dijfolve  the  whole  Body  into  a  Magiftery,  as  will  appear  in  thefecond 
Book . 

Vegetable  Menftruums  compounded  are  made  alfoy  if  the  fimple 
Vegetable  Menftruums  taken  injlead  of  the  Spirit  of  Philoiophi- 
cai  Wine,  in  the  Defer  ipt  ions  of  them  all ;  as  thus  : 

39.  The  Menftruum  acutum  of  Guido. 

Pag.  8.  Thefauri  Chym. 

TAke  of  the  Vegetable  Menftruum  {Circulatum  minus,  deferi- 
led  in  Thumb.  3  61)  one  Pound,  of  Sal  Armoniack  {common) 
twelve  Ounces,  diftil  by  a  Retort  fir  ft  with  a  weak  Fire,  then  a 
ftronger,  and  the  Sal  Armoniack  will  in  part  afeend,  pour  it  back, 
and  diftil  yet  once :  then  again  add  twelve  Ounces  of  new  Sal 
Armoniack,  diftil  ftrongly  in  Allies,  pour  back,  and  cohobate  yet 
twice,  and  you  will  have  our  acute  Menftruum. 

Sal  Armoniack  reduced  into  a  liquid  fubftance  by  the  Spirit  of 
Philofophical  Wine,  is  a  Menftruum  of  the  fourth  Kind,  but  the 
fame  Salt  diftilfd  with  the  Circulatum  minus  of  Guido,  is  made 
not  a  fimple,  but  compound  Menftruum,  and  the  better  for  addingjo 
great  a  quantity  of  new  Sal  Armoniack.  Parifinus  in  the  third 
Kind  of  Menftruums  acuates  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  with 
crude  Honey,  by  which  way  it  is  made  a  fimple  Menftruum  of  that 
Kind,  but  if  mixed  with' its  fixed  Salt,  and  diftilled  through  an 
Alemlick,  tis  made  a  compound  Menft  ruum. 
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40.  The  Cesium  majus  of  Parifinus. 

In  Aper  t  or  io. 

TAke  B,  that  is,  red  Wine  putrify  d,  as  you  know  how,  put 
it  in  a  Glafs  Cucurbit,  with  its  Alembick,  and  Receiver 
well  luted,  and  fet  it  in  Balneo,  wherein  muft  be  fo  much  Wa¬ 
ter,  as  to  fwim  two  Fingers  above  the  faid  Lunar  ia^  and  diftil 
gently,  and  forthwith  you  will  fee  Veins  appear  in  the  Alem¬ 
bick  ;  continue  the  diftillation  fo  long  as  they  appear,  and  thefe 
Veins  will  be  like  Tears  clear  as  Criftal,  and  when  Death 
( Phlegni )  comes,  which  kills  the  Spirit,  the  faid  Veins  or  Tears 
will  ceafe,  and  appear  round  as  Pearls :  then  take  away  the  Re¬ 
ceiver,  ftop  it,  that  the  Spirit  may  not  evaporate,  and  fet  it  in  a 
cold  place,  and  fo  have  you  feparated  the  Soul  (Spirit)  of  it,  tho' 
it  contains  a  little  of  its  Death  yet  in  it,  and  thus  continue  the 
diftillation  (the  Receiver  being  novo  changed')  till  all  the  odorife¬ 
rous  Phlegm  is  afeended,  and  the  matter  remains  like  melted 
pitch,  black  and  thick,  which  obfervenot  to  dry  overmuch,  but 
according  to  the  faid  Signs  only  :  And  thus  will  you  have  two 
ferments  from  our  B.  beware  of  revealing  to  any  one  this 
Practice,  which  we  communicate  to  you  under  the  peril  of 
your  Soul,  for  you  would  be  the  caufe  of  much  Evil  in  this 
World,  to  be  committed  by  the  Sons  of  Iniquity  :  put  it  there¬ 
fore  into  the  hands  of  Almighty  God,  who  knows  the  Will  of 
thofe  that  live  according  to  his  Will,  and  the  triumphant  Gof- 
pel,for  the  Glory  of  which  you  have  extra&ed  the  Form  out  of 
B,  and  the  fame  way  you  may  extraft  from  all  Individuals  Ani¬ 
mal  and  Vegetable.  Cap.  fecundumftgnificatum^  per  C. 

Take  the  Soul  (Spirit)  of  it  refervedin  the  cold  place,  and  di¬ 
ftil  half  of  it  in  Balneo,  or  till  the  precious  Veins  ceafe  from  af- 
cending,  reftify  yet  twice,  obferving  the  fame  Rules,  but  the 
third  and  fourth  time,  fo  loon  as  the  Veins  appear,  leave  off  di- 
ftilling,  and  try  whether  it  will  burn  a  linn en  Cloth,  if  not,  re¬ 
peat  the  diftillation  till  it  doth :  then  cohobateby  it  felf  four  or 
fix  times  in  Balneo:  And  thus  have  you  acquired  a  way  fit  for 
the  reftifyingof  the  faid  Matter  or  Soul,  (Spirit)  which  is  of  fo 

great  Virtue,  as  not  to  beexprefied  by  any  Tongue,  or  the  Se- 

Q  crets, 
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crc-fs,  which  the  Eternal  God  hath  vouchsafed  to  it,  recited ;  as 
when  we  were  at  l.'enice,  that  Famous  City,  we  both  law  fomc 
Experiments  oi  it ;  and  io  keep  it  well  in  a  cold  place.  Cap-ter- 
tium  figmjicatum  per  D-  D-  Having  declared  the  method  or  i  ecci- 
fying  and  feparating  our  ardent  Spirit  from  its  Death,  depra- 
vinglts  Virtue  and  Power :  you  muft  now  know,  that  it  is  not  able 
to  diilolve  the  two  Luminaries,  and  reduce  them  into  action, 
except  it  be  Hrft  acuated,  as  I  ihall  tell  you  :  Though  this  pre¬ 
paration  is  to  be  taught  in  general,  in  Cap ■  F.  yet  to  prevent  the 
lofs  of  time,  fo  foon  as  you  have  rectify  cl  your  ardent  Spirit, 
otherwile  called  the  firft  Flower,  I  had  rather  have  you  forth¬ 
with  put  it  into  Practice,  which  we  have  in  this  Chapter  figni fed 
ly  thefe  two  Letters ,  D.  D.  whereof  one  denotes  the  acuition  of 
it,  the  other  its  Royal  Acuator,  that  is,  Salt  extracted  out  of  Ho¬ 
ney,  by  the  way  which  we  have  oftentimes  fhewed  you,  that  is, 
with  its  mott  precious  Water  ( of  Honey ,  or  the  Menftruunr  de¬ 
fer  ikd in  the  third  Kind ,  tfmb.  io.)  and  though  this  Water  be 
good  enough,  yet  this  Water,  being  acuated  with  its  mod  preci¬ 
ous  Salt,  of  which  you  will  be  more  certain,  will  recompence 
your  Labour,  and  abundantly  fuftain  you,  till  you  attain  to  the 
end  of  your  Labour,  the  great  Medicine.  Now  to  the  purpoie. 
Take  white  Honey  of  young  Bees,  put  it  in  Putrefaction  in  large 
Cucurbits,  with  their  Aiembicks  in  Balneo,  and  make  it  boyl 
continually  for  an  Hour,  the  reft  of  the  time  let  it  remain  in  a 
temperate  heat,  and  this  do  for  thefpace  of  fifteen  Natural  Days, 
then  pour  to  the  matter  fo  much  of  C,  as  to  fwim  the  breadth 
of  four  Fingers  above  it,  covering  the  Veflels  with  the  blind 
Heads,  and  putting  them  in  Putrefaction  three  Natural  Days  ; 
then  put  on  the  Aiembicks  with  their  Receivers,  and  the  Joynts 
being  well  luted,  diftil  in  Balneo,  and  when  feven  parts  of  eight 
are  diftilled,  or  (which  is  a  more  certain  fign)  when  you  fee 
round  tears  or  drops  afeend, lay  afidethe  Receivers  clofe  flopp’d, 
that  nothing  may  evaporate,  keep  them  in  a  cool  place,  for  the 
acuition  of  the  matter  ;  then  continue  the  diftillations  in  the 
fame  degree  of  heat,  till  nothing  more  afeends  ;  but  if  neceffity 
requires  a  greater  Fire,  have  a  care  of  making  it  too  Strong,  and 
when  nothing  will  afeend  by  the  faid  Rule,  takeaway  alio  thefe 
Receivers,  and  keep  them,  becaufe  they  contain  the  fecond  Wa¬ 
ter  or  Phlegm  for  the  extraction  of  the  moft  precious  Salt : 

Now 
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Now  put  your  matter  in  Allies,  and  diftil  with  a  heat  of  the 
third  degree,  the  Qyl  being  diftilled,  fuller  the  matter  to  cool, 
which  being  pulverized,  reverberate  in  an  Earthen  Difh  in  a 
Reverberatory  for  eight  Days,  or  till  it  be  calcin’d  enough ;  the 
ftgn  will  be  when  you  find  it  of  an  Afh  Colour :  then  pour  ox 
the  referved,  Phlegm  to  it  fo  much  as  to  cover  it  the  breadth  of 
two  Fingers  ;  the  Vefiel  being  covered  with  a  blind  Head,  keep 
it  in  Balneo  two  or  three  Days,  decant  the  Liquor,  and  pouring 
on  new  Phlegm,  repeat  fo  oft,  till  you  have  extrafted  all  the  Salt, 
which  will  exceed  Snow  in  whitenefs :  And  this  is  that  Salt, 
wherewith  we  acuate  our  fimple  C,  (the  ardent  Spirit  for  a 
Menfkuum  of  the  Fifth  Kind )  thisis  that  which  gives  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  Vegetation  to  both  the  Luminaries,  reducing  them  into 
the  Nature  of  a  Quinteflence  :  And  with  the  fame  may  you  al¬ 
io  acuate,  and  augment  its  own  Water  (of  Honey ,  or  Menftruum 
of  the  Third  Kind)  which  hath  the  power  of  Vegetating  all  Mi¬ 
nerals.  With  this  alone  will  you  fupport  your  felf  in  your  ne- 
ceffity,  fo  as  to  be  in  duty  bound,  my  Son  !  to  give  thanks  to 
the  abfolute  power  :  Be  careful  not  to  difclofe  fo  great  a  fecretto 
any  Man  ;  for  we  have  now  declared  it  fo  plainly,  that  'tis  im- 
poffible  to  add  any  thing  more.  Nowr  take  your  decantations, 
which  you  drew  off  in  Balneo,  that  the  Salt  may  remain  moft 
white,  which  you  muft  dilTolve,  filtre,  arid  congeal  three  times, 
and  it  will  befit  for  all  your  operations.  Now  let  us  defcend  to 
the  praftice  of  acuition.  Take  of  the  Salt  aforefaid  one  ounce, 
to  which  being  well  pulverized,  pour  four  parts  of  C,  that  is, 
the  iirft  Spirit  (ardent,  lut  becaufe  a  Menftruum  of  the  fifth,  and 
not  of  this  Kind ,  would  be  made  by  this  Spirit,  therefore  is  C,  being 
acuate d  with  Honey,  or  the  mellifluous  Heaven  of  Parifinus,  a  Men¬ 
ftruum  of  the  third  Kind  to  be  taken )  in  a  blind  Head,  and  the 
Joynts  well  luted,  putrify  the  fpace  of  two  Natural  Days,  then 
put  on  an  Alembick  with  a  Receiver,  and  diftil  in  Allies :  diftil- 
lation  being  ended,  take  a  pound  of  the  Salt  remaining  in  the 
Retort,  and  add  to  it  four  times  the  quantity  of  C,  putrifying. 
and  diftilling  in  Afhes  as  before,  and  the  Magiftery  fo  often  re¬ 
peat,  till  all  the  Salt  afcends  together  with  its  Celeftial  Spirit, 
or  C,  and  by  this  way  may  you  acuate  and  multiply  as  you 
pleafe  :  but  remember  that  one  part  of  Salt  requires  four  parts 
of  C,  (in  this, place,  the  Caelum  mellifluum  of  Parifinus.')  And  you 
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muft  know,  I  tell  you  no  fabulous  Stories,  but  very  diftin&ly  de¬ 
clare  to  you  the  order  of  true  Practice,  yet  with  this  Provifo, 
That  when  firft  you  have  brought  it  into  affcion,  y  ou  would  al¬ 
together  conceal  it,  confidering  with  how  great  ofcfcurity  the 
ancient  Phitofephers  delivered  theirs,  which  ootwithftanding 
they  had  not  done,  but  to  reftrain  the  ignorant  from  being  too 
arrogant,  for  the  fame  reafon  aiibdo  we  defire,  that,  as  we  have 
©ore  than  often  admonifhed  you,  you  would  keep  fecret,  and 
©  convenient  time  and  place  work  for  your  felf,  and  the  poor  of 
Jefus  Chrift.  Cap-  quartum  fgmfcatum per  E.  We  ought  to  re¬ 
turn  infinite  thanks  to  the  goodnefs  of  the  Eternal  God,  in  teach¬ 
ing  us  fo  bountifully  the  way  of  preparing  our  Heaven,  and  ma¬ 
king  us  partakers  of  fo  admirable  and  ineftimable  a  favour.  Cer¬ 
tain  it  is,  when  I  had  compleated  this  moft  fecret  Science,  and 
feen  real  tranfmutationthe  firft  time,  I  was  in  a  manner  aftonifh- 
ed,  and  often  lifting  up  my  Eyes  to  Heaven,  fell  proftrate  up¬ 
on  the  Earth,  giving  thanks  to  Almighty  God.  Now  to  the 
purpofe  :  Take  a  large  Glals  of  fuch  a  fize,  as  I  fhewed  you  one  at 
Murarium,  into  which  put  two  or  three  pounds  of  that  Menjlru- 
um,  ftop  it  well,  and  circulate  in  Balneo  or  Horfe-Dung,  but 
have  a  care  left  in  changing  the  Dung  you  impede  the  circula¬ 
tion,  and  fo  let  it  circulate  the  fpace  ot  forty  Natural  Days,  and 
then  you  will  find  your  matter  clear  asCriftal,  with  a  Sediment 
in  the  bottom  like  Silk,  which  decant  warily  into  another  Glafs, 
keep  it  very  dole  in  Balneo,  and  you  will  have  a  Simple  Vege¬ 
table  Menftruum^  [if  wade  of  the  ardent  Spirit ,  and  Salt  of  Money r 
but  a  tom  pound,  if  prepared  with  the  Cerium  mellifluum  of  Parifi- 
uus  and  Salt  of  Honey')  our  Heaven  is  in  Virtue  beyond  expr.eOi- 
on,  herewith  do  we  truly  calcine  and  diflblve  the  Luminaries, 
with  the  prefervation  of  their  radical  moifture.  This  is  that 
which  will  reduce  imperfect  as  well  as  per  left  Metals  from  pow~. 
er  into  aftion.  And  though  I  may  feem  not  to  have  delineated 
to  you  the  Form  of  the  Glafs,  yet  I  know7,  and  do  remember, 
that  I  left  fome  of  them  at  youuHoufe,  and  many  other  of  our. 
Cucurbits,  which  are  every  one  good.  Govern  your  felf  ac-* 
cording  to  yourdiferetion,  we  having  Sufficiently  roanitefted  to 
you  the  way  of  Truth  in  this  Chapter. 

■from 


From  the  Receipts  we  obferve. 

x.  That  the  Menftruums  of  this  feventh  Kind  differ  from  the 
former  fimple  Menftruums,  not  in  -matters-,  nor  in  ways  of  making. ,  hut 
in  the  weights  and  ufe  of  the  Ingredients. 

z.  that  thefe  Menftruums  tinge  not  their  diffolution,  which  is  the 
property  of  compound  Menftruums.  Every  Vegetable  Mercury  con - 
turns  indeed  its  own  tinging  Sulphur  in  its  Bowels,  fufficient  loth  for 
it  felfand  others,  as  will  be  demonfir ated  in  the  third  Book ,  but 
Specially  in  the  fifth,  never  thelefs  we  affirm,  that  every  Spirit  of  Phi- 
lofophicai  Wine  wants  trdlure,  as  being  not  acuated  with  things 
■more  tinging. 

i 
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41.  The  Ig  nfs  Gehennce  of  Trifmofinm  made  of 
the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine ,  and  Mercury* 
Sublimed. 

Pag.  7.  Aurei  Velleris  Germ. 


TAke  of  Alum  calcined,  Nitre,  of  each  two  parts,  of  Salt 
decrepitated, one  part, mix,  take  of  this  mixture  and  Mer¬ 
cury  fublimed,  of  each  one  pound,  fublime  by*the  Law  of  Art, 
mix  the  fublimation  with  new  mixture  of  Salts,  and  fublime, 
and  that  repeat  three  times  :  To  this  Mercury  thus  fublimed 
and  pulverized  pour  the  Spirit  of  ( Philofophical )  Wine^  and  draw 
it  off  in  Balneo  to  an  oleity,  cohobate  fometimes,  and  the  fourth 
time  will  afcend  the  Mercury  together  with  the  Spirit  of  Vt^ine, 
reflrify  the  diftillation  till  it  leaves  no 'Faeces,  and  it  will  be  a 
Water  burning  like  Hell-Fire;  This  Water  reftify  again  in 
Allies,  till  it  afcends  without  leaving  any  Sediment ;  laftly,  di- 
ftil  through  a  Paper  feventim^s  double  in  Balneo,  *and  you  will 
have  a  VVater  truly  Spiritual,  which  keep  in  a  Vefiel  clofe  hop¬ 
ed,  by  reafon  it  is  very  Volatile, 


Annotations. 
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THe  Kind  immediately  antecedent  is  indeed  computed  in  the 
number  of  the  greater  Circulatums,  or  Vegetable  Menftru¬ 
ums  compounded ,  becaufe  the  Menftruums  of  that  Kind  dotnthe 
power  of  dijjblving  excell  the  other  Simple  Menftruums,  but  not  in 

Tinfture , 


M- 

(ill-) 

Tinfture,which  that  as  well  as  thofe  do  want ; '  but  we  will  now  offer 
thofe  which  {hail  he  letter  ;  they  will  not  only  diffblve ,  hut  in  piffol- 
ving  moreover  tinge  the  things  diffolved  in  them ,  and  fo  wake  them 
better ;  they  will  not  only  ext  rail  the  Effences  of  things ,  hut  t  raff- 
mute  whole  Bodies  into  Magifieriey  :  Amongfi  thefe ,  the  Vegetable 
Mercurial  Waters ,  made  of  common  Argent  vive,  and fern  pie  Vegeta-* 
hie  Menftruums  have  .priority  ;  for  many  of  the  Adepts  being  fo 
taught  by  Experience ,  have  called  common  Argent  vive  the  open 
Metal ,  for  it  is  fooner  diffolved  than  the'  of  her  Metals ,  and  does  by 
its  aridity  more  temper  the  unttuofity  of  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  ■ 
Wine,  than  the  individuals  hitherto  ffed  in  the  antecedent.  Kinds  of 
Menftruums  :  As  concerningthis  matter ,  hear  the  Philofophers ,  and 
above  the  reft  thcygreat  Paratelfus,  Prince  ^without  quefionff  all  the 
Adepts,  who  faiths  If  you  intend  to  convert  Metais  into  a  Magi- 
fiery,  and  tinge  the  whole  Body  altogether  into  an  Eflence,  you 
muff  take  the  chief  and  open  Metal ,  to  which  all  the  reft  have 
affinity  in  Nature,  and  putrify  it  in  its  own  Matrix,-  which  is 
fituated  in  Water,' and  is  call’d  the  Mother  of  all  Metals,  ( Pa - 
racelfus  /j/vCirculatum  minus  made  of  common  Saif)  purge  it  from 
fuperrluities,  and  reduce  it  into  its  liquid  firft  being,  that  is,  the 
Metallick  Ace  turn  acerrimum ,  the  primum  Ens  of  Mercury,  Lib. 
x o.  Arch.  Cap.  3 . pag.  37.  Asa  temperate Eflence  (he goes  on) 
is  drawn  out  of  Herbs  fas  out  of  a  Vine,  for  example)  by  which 
very  Eflence,  the  like  Eflence  may  be  extracted  out  of  all  forts 
of  Herbs  and  Roots,  fo,  as  that  the  Mercury  of  Wine  {hews  not 
its  own  Nature,  but  the  Nature  of  that  with  which  it  is  eflentia- 
ted,*  for  the  like  yealbn  out  of  Metals  and  Minerals, the  like  Mer¬ 
cury  or  Spirit  is  extrafted  out  of  the  open  and  middle  Metal  Mer¬ 
cury.  Lib.  10.  Arch.  pag.  39.  Mercury  vive  is  the  Mother  of 
all  the  feven  Metals,  and  ought  defervedly  to  be  called  the  Mo¬ 
ther  of  Metals,  for  it  is  an  open  Metal  L.ibro  de  rebus  naturalib us , 
pag.  .87,  Wherefore  call  to  mind  thofe  things  which  have 
been  faid  before  of  half  perfect  Natural  Things,  among  which 
Mercury  vivels  one,  which,  is  not  brought  into  compaction,  but 
left  in  liquidity  :  Befides  you  muft  know,  that  every  generated 
thing  which  is  openy  as  Argent  vive ,  is  like  an  open  Houfe,  into  * 
which  every  Man  that  . will  may  enter,  for  lb  lies  Mercury  open, 
that  .every  Phyfitian  may  take  what  he  will  from  it,  but  it  is  not 
fo.  with  Gold,  Silver,  - Tin,  for  that  Gate  is  font  by  coigu- . 
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latioit,  till  opened,  diflblved,  and  reduced  into  the  firft  matter 
by  Art  which  Metals  have  indeed  many  impediments,  fuch  as 
are  not  in  Mercury,  for  it  is  open,  and  wants  nothing  but  the  di- 
reftion  of  preparation.  Tratl.i.lib.  i.demorbis  metallim.  yzj. 

Bafilius  agrees  with  Paracelfus ,  faying :  Inthe  beginning  of  Ge¬ 
neration  the  firft  of  all  is  Argent  vive, being  open,  and  loofely  co¬ 
agulated,  becaufe  it  hath  little  Salt  communicated  to  it,  and 
therefore  is  more  Spiritual  than  Corporeal :  the  reft  ot  the  Me¬ 
tals  being  derived  from  its  Eflence,  have  more  Salt,  and  there¬ 
fore  are  made  more  Corporeal.  Lib.  de  rebus  natural.  <3  Juper - 


nat.  Cap .  x.  c  j* 

Ckortalaffeus  affirms  the  fame  faying  :  Argent  vive  is  or  divers 

Colours,  white,  skyilh,  alh,  blackiih,  one  flow  another  fwift, 
yet  in  it  felf  an  open  Metal,  and  hath  a  Body  eafily  tranfmuta- 

ble.  Cap.pag-  ]59-  Volum.fextiTheat.Chym. 

In  fearching  for  Sulphur,  defpair  not,  faith  Sendivogius,  I  tell 
you  by  all  that’s  facred,  it  is  in  Gold  and  Silver  molt  perfeft, 
butin  Argent  vive  moft  eafy.  Pag.  2.13.  hb.de  Sulphure.  Of  the 

mtient  Philofophers  1  mil  add  Arnold,  whom 
farii,  faith  :  The  Medicine  is  as  well  m  Metallick  Bodies,  as  al- 
fo  in  Argent  vive,  as  to  Nature,  becaufe  they  are  found  to  be  of 
one  Nature,  but  indeed  in  thefe Bodies  harder,  inthe  Argent 
vive  nearer,  but  not  more  perfectly.  In  Argent  vive  aloneitis 
found  more  eafily  and  more  nearly,  not  more  perfectly,  it  being 
the  Father  of  both  thofe  Luminaries,  and  all  things  fufible,  for 
they  are  all  derived  from  it,  and  therefore  are  they  all  refolv  d 
into  it,  becaufe  Nature  embraceth  its  own  Nature  more  amica¬ 
bly,  and  rejoyceth  with  it  more,  than  with  that  which  is •Hete¬ 
rogeneous.  For  in  it  is  the  facility  of  extracting  that  fubtil 

Among  the  Metals  there  is  none  that  fooner  mixeth  with  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  and  is  more  eaftly  altered,  than  Argent 
vive,  wherefore  the  Adepts  efleemedit  as  an  open  Metal;  all  other 
Metals  and  Mineral  Bodies  are  with  very  great  difficulty  difolvedy 
the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  but  being  once  coumted  with  t  is 
Spirit,  they  are  as  well  as  Mercury,  converted  into  a 
never  to  be  divided  into  their  conflitutives,  that  is,  Meta  an  p 

rit ;  This  open  Metal  they  made  more  open  fometmes  by  the  acidly 
■of  Salts;  fo Trifmofinus  did fometmes  Jublime  common  Mercury  JW 
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his  Hell  Fire  :  yet  principal  care  mufl  he  taken,  that  fuch  Menflru- 
ums  as  ihefe  made  of  Mercury  full  mate,  he  ly  being  dulcify  d  with 
longer  than  ur  dinary  circulatim,,or>  repeated  gohobapionyl free d. from 
all  the  acidity  of  the  Salts  y  hut  this  operation  being  full  of  danger , 
yea  contrary  to  the  Rule  of  Vegetable  Menflruums,  which  excludes 
'every  Acid  whatfoever ,  we  have  therefore  thought  good  to  advifie 
young  Beginners  to  ufe  crude  Mercury,  asjajer  than  fublifiate.  InjUfid 
of  thefe  we  will  therefore  commend  the  •Meaftruimis  made  of  crme 
Argent  vive,  ,  .va. 
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42.  The  Alchemical  Mercury  of  Ripley,  to  oui 
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TAke  of  crude  Mercury  well  purged  one  Ounce,  •  of  our 
Fiery  Tartar,  or  former  Vegetable  Salt  referved  (in  the 
Fifth  Kind  in  Numb.  x 3.}  three  Ounces,  grind  both  togetfref  ye- 
ry  fine  upon  a  Marble,  till  they  be  incorporated, ? then  |iut  the. 
matter  ina  warm  Balneo,  and  let  it  be  all  diflojvd  into  a  kind 


of  white  Milk,  put  it  all  upon  a  Pound  of  crude  Mercury,  and 
let  it  be  all  differed  into  the  like  Milk,  and  thus  do  in  infinitum. 

This  Mercury  being  diffilved  putrify  in  Balneo,  then  diftil  in 
Allies  firflwith  a  gentle  Fire,  and  an  infipid  Water  will  afeend, 
which  mufl  be  thrown  away  :  then  the  Fire  being  more  mcrea-'  / 
fed,  another  Water  will  afeend  more  thick,  which  Water  indeed 
diflolves  all  Bodies,  putrifies,  cleanfeth  and  fixeth  them,  at  the 
qnd  with  a  more  vehement  Fire  will  an  Oyl  afeend  of  a  Golden 
Colour,  which  mufl  be  preferred  for  thediOblvingofthe red 
Ferment,  and  for  the  multiplying  of  the  red' Elixir,  tor  it  te  our 
peculiar  Gold,  not  yet  fixed  by  Nature. 

FJfewhere  inflead  of  Tartar  fired  (that  is,  the  Spirit  tf/Philofo- 
phicai  Wine  dryed  in  the  Salt  of  Tartar,  or  Vegetable  Sal' Armo- 
niack  made  of  the  Salt  of  Tartar,  but  not  yet  fublifiied  yM^jef 
fometimesufed  fome  fimple  Vegetable  Menftruum,  with  which  he  madt 
the  exalted  Water  of  Mercury ,  as  follow  e  tlx 
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43.  The  exalted  Water  of  Mercury  of  Rif  ley. 

^  Cap.  12.  Philorcii. 

'  ‘  -  -  '  • 

Ake  tPigrum  nigrius  nigro,  and  diftil  an  Aqua  ardens ,  and 
^  fortify  it  with  Pepper,  Squilla,  Pjrethrutn,  Eaphorbium,So~ 
latrum,  Anacardus ,  grains  of  Paradife,  Staphis-agria,  and  the  like 
in  acuity  :  but  this  is  a  great  fecret.  Take  the  Water  of  the 
fifth  fortification,  and  diftil,  pour  it  upon  Mercury  fo,  as  to  fwim 
two  or  three  Fingers  above  it,  ftop  the  Veffel  to  prevent  exha¬ 
ling,  put  the  Mercury  in  Balneo  to  diffolve  for  a  Month,  that 
which  is  diflolved  of  it  empty  into  another  Veffel,  and  keep  : 
pour  new  Water  upon  the  Mercury  not  diffolved,  and  proceed 
as  before,  thus  continuing,  till  you  have  one  Pound  of  Mercury 
diffolved :  Then  put  the  diffolution  together  in  Balneo  the  fpace 
of  fifteen  Days,  and  after  that  diftil,  and  that  which  afcends 
keep  apart  in  a  Veflel,  not  to  refpire,  and  upon  the  remaining 
Fasces  pour  new  Water,  and  proceed  by  Balneo  as  above,  and  this 
Work  continue,  till  all  the  Mercury  is  exalted  •  But  this  is  not 
the  Work  of  idle  and  floathful  Men.  Now  this  Water  thus  ex¬ 
alted  is  by  the  Philofophers  call’d  by  many  Names,  for  it  is  Lac 
Virginu,  Aqua  roris  Mail ,  and  Aqua  Mercurii. 

Nigrum  nigrius  nigro,  and  Philofophical  Wine,ir£  have  proved 
before  by  Lully  to  le  Synonimous :  the  fortification  or  acuitionoj  that 
Water  or  Spirit ,  with  Pepper ,  Squilla,  &c.  we  taught  in  the  fecond 
Kind*  Mercury ,  though  an  open  Metal,  is  yet  hard  enough  to  be 
dijfohJd  in  the  aforejaid  Menftruum  of  the  fecond  Kind,  but  the 
fironger  the  fimple  Vegetable  Menftruums  are,  the  fooner  alfo  is  it 
diffolved ;  an  Example  you  will  have  in  the  following  Glorious  Water 
0/Lully,  where  Mercury  is  in  the  fpace  of  fix  days  diffolved  in  the 
Cesium  Vinofum  of  Lully,  by  a  Menftruum  of  thefixth  Kind. 
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44.  The  Glorious  Water  of  Argent  ww 

of  Lully . 

In  Teftatnento  NwiJ/imo. 
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TAke  of  common  Argent  vive  one  Pound,  put  it  in  a  Glafs 
Veflel,  and  pour  upon  it  of  the  Vegetable  Menftruum 
(above  defer  ibed  in  the  Sixth  Kind  in  Numb.  30.)  fo  much,  as  to 
fwim  four  Fingers  above  it,  fet  it  in  Balneo  or  Dung  fix  Days, 
and  it  will  be  all  diflolved  into  a  Glorious  Water,  elevate  the 
Menftruum  gently  by  Balneo,  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  Veflel 
will  remain  the  Light  of  Pearls,  and  Soul  of  Metals :  This  we 
meant  in  the  Chapter  which  begins :  Oportet  nos  cum  eo  iftcifcrey 
&  cum  eo  finire.  Then  take  of  this  Glorious  Water  of  Argent 
vive  one  Pound,  and  mix  it  with  two  Pounds  of  the  Vegetable 
Menftruum ,  ccelificated  (of  Cerium  Vinofum^  in  Numb .  30.)  and  it 
will  all  become  one  Water,  with  which  you  will  diflolve  all 
Bodies,  as  well  perfed  as  imperfe£t,  for  the  Produftion  of  our 
Sulphur. 

The  fame  way  almoft  he  prepares  that  which  he  calls  the  in- 
calcinated  Menftruum.  I  . 

45.  The  incalcinated  Menftruum  of  LuUy. 

In  Experm,  34. 

A'  •.  ■■■<->  ■  Jf!  or  ■ '  H  .-  .  f~i  '•  I)  ;>  ([■:  '}  f'.  >  1  ■{ 

TAke  common  Mercury,  brought  out  of  Spain  in  Skins  feal’d 
with  a  Spanijb  Seal,  to.  prevent  Sophistication,  force  it 
through  a  fine  Skin,  then  take  the  Mercurial  Water,  extta$ed 
from  Mercury  by  the  Magiffery,  as  we  taught  you  in  the  Ex¬ 
periment  of  three  Veflels,  as  you  know,  and  fo  diflolve  the  Mer¬ 
cury  ;  being  all  diflblv’d,  draw  the  Water  from  it  by  Balneo, 
and  in  the  bottom  of  the  Veflel  will  the  Mercury  remain  in  the 
Form  of  an  Oyl :  This  therefore  we  will  ufe  to  be  incerated 
(circulated  rather)  into  our  Heaven  otour  cMifitated  Menftruum : 
Take  therefore  four  Pounds  of  the  coelificated  Menftruum  (the 
V °ge  table  Heaven  defer  ibed  in  the  Fifth  Kind  in  Numb,  ijl)  and 
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one  Pound  of  the  afore  fa  id  Mercury  reduced  intoOvl,  and  joyn 
them  together,  then  will  you  have  at  length  the  incalcinated 
Men 
pi 

pa  gating  it  in  infinitum. 

The  Receipt  of  feTwufl  we  declare  what 

he  means  by  the  Mercurial  Water  extruded  by  the  Magiflery  of  three 
0$elsi  the-sDefcpipthti  Menftinum  we  read  thus  ;  T 
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L:4&  3®l':  VlexcurUt  Water,  by.  three  Vellek 

of fully  i 

WWJ  nil]  fo  mm m  !  In  Experiin.  r?. 

'  am  I  :  ■  0  IfJ  '  ■  §  (  ■  ;  •  ' 

:  vyhich-  is’ brought  in  Bladders  with 
Wr:sJ^  ithecSeai  o £  Spain,  that  it  may  not  be  adulterated  •  fub- 
Irmedt  %srft  Take  Vitriol  dryed  from  alt  Plriegril,  and  common 
iSalt  prepared,  and  decrepitated,  or  firft  turn’d  in  Fire  ;  joyn  the 
Merfcury  with  thefe  two,  grinding  very  well,  then  fublime  in  a 
•pVei3el,afc  firft  with  a  gentfeFire,  then  increafethe  Fire,  tillit.be 
perfectly  fublimed  :  the  Veffel  being  cold,  gather  thefullimati-.. 
ohocardfuiiy,i  arid!  beware  of  the  fumes,  Being  Venomous  •  im¬ 
bibe  the  fublimatipn  very  well  with  the  Oyl  of  Tartar  ( per  deli-. 
quium)  and  quick  Lime,  then  put  the  matter  into  a  Retort,  and  • 
adminifter  Fire,  till  Mercury  &me  is  gone  over  into  the  Receiver^ 
fublif^'a^iMs^eTofe;'\^ith  thefafneme\V  Matters,  then  as  be-, 
fore  viviiy  by  a  Retort,  thus  repeat  the  Magiftery  four  times  : 
Then  take  this  Mercury  thus  prepared,  and  make,  it  boyl  with 
;  {Thikfiophicalf  Aqua  ~Vitce^  being  dryed ,  prefs  it  through  a  Goats 
tSfein;:  Them  take  this  Mercury,  and  put  it  in  Veflcls  [three- Alu-. 

■  whiffcmdft  befirmRyi  arid  ftiongly’ joined  "together,  arid 
.  covered  ema’11  ftdes  then  prepare  a , 

-Furnace,  in  wfhichrdiefe  Vcffels  may  be  fitly  placed,  fo  as  that 
<  fthey  may  equal  heat ;  but  the  Receiver  mu  ft  by  no 

-means  feel. the' Fire,  fo  alfo  the  Beak  of  the  firft  VefTel,  through 
f J{ ; •  is  cto  pafi,  muft  be  out  ^rif  the  Furnace  : 

.  l^hen  give  like* faidiV effete,  fd>  a s  to  bt  red  ftoVbothf^ith- 

an^-withput,  -  then  jHilr,  in  [the -Mercury  through  the  Pipe  on 
\  the  outride  pf  the  Fumaee^.and  .prefently  ftop  the  Mouth  of.  the 

'  v  -  r  '  '  ' '  „ . 
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Pipe  with  Cotton  ;  and  by  the  lharpnefs  of  the  Fire, part  of  the 
Mercury  will  hr  a  (hoit  time  diftil  into  the  Receiver ;  but  one 
part  in  the  likenc-is  of  Water ;  feparate  the  Water  from  the  Mer¬ 
cury,  and  keep  it,  but  that  which  remains  quick,  caft  again  into 
the  -find  Veftel  as  before,  fooft,  till  it  be  through  the  lharpnefs 
of  the  Fire  ail  convert  ed  into  Water*  empty  the  Receiver  every 
time  into  another.  Veffel, and  keep  it  well  fepp'd  ;  Then  take  of 
this  Water  four  Ounces,  and  of  the  Oyl  of  Salt  of  the  //-//  Expe¬ 
riment  (Salt  of  Tartar  impregnated  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophi- 
cal  Wine)  one  Ounce,  make  it  go  over  together  with  the  faid 
Salt,  diftilling  that  W  ater  in  Allies  with  a  moll  gentle  heat  at  fir  ft, 
then  in  the  end  increafing  the  Fire,  till  more  will  not  diftil : 
Then  take  new  Salt,  or  Oyl  of  the  fame  firft  Experiment,  md 
joyn  it  with  that  Water  a  little  before  diftilled,  and  make  it  go 
over  again,  diftilling  by  Allies  as  before;  but  this  IVfagiftery 
you  muft  repeat  five  times,  mixing  one  Ounceof  the  faid  Saltor 
Oyl  of  th z  firft  Experiment  every  time  with  three  Ounces  of  tlie 
faid  Water,  diftilling  as  before  in  Alhes,  with  the  fame  degree 
of  Fire,  and  the  fame  weight  as  before,  as  well  of  the  Water,  as 
of  the  Salt  or  Oyl :  And  by  this  means  will  you  by  the  help  of 
God,  have  a  Mineral  and  Vegetable  Water  united  together, 
which  hath  the  power  of  diflolving  Mercury,  and  all  Metals, 
efpecially  the  two  Luminaries  :  For  the  multiplication  of  th|sv 
Water  you  muft  proceed  thus ;  Take  one  Ounce  of  Mercury 
purged,  and  five  Ounces  of  the  faidfiiarp  Water  (jtoiv prepared) 
jOyn  thefe  two  together  in  a  fmall  Cucurbit,  lute  it  well,  then 
will  the  Mercury  be  forthwith  dilTolved,  which  dilTclution  put 
in  a  little  Urinal,  with  an  Alembick  and  Receiver,  the  joynts 
well  luted  diftilling  in  Allies,  and  it  will  all  come  over  into  a 
Water;  feme  Terrefti  eity  of  no  moment  being  left  in  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  VeflcF:  Then  may  you  this  way  multiply  the  faid 
-Water  as  much  as  you  will,  viz.  by  taking  five  parts  ol  it, 
and  one  of  Mercury  purged,-  diflblving  firft,  anddiftilhng  through 
an  Alembick  as  before.  1  '.  '  ‘  l  .  l. 

He  revivifies  Mercury  f Mm  ate,  to  he  purged -after  the  common 
way,  by  the  Oyl  of  Tartar,  and  quick  Lime ;  being  now  purged,  he 
digefts  it  in  Aqua'  Vitae,  that  is,  Phihfophicql ;  for  common  Spirit  of 
Wine  would  be  het;e  of  no  effehl,-  wherein  thjs  digeftioh  mth  Fhilofo - 
ph'ical  Aqua  Vitae,  much  of  the  permanent  unit uofity fti'cks  to  the  Ar»  - 
•'  ‘  v'  '  ~  genfit 
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gent  vive,  altering  it  exceedingly ;  then  he  puts  it  into  divers  Ala - 
dels,  joyned  together ,  and  to  the  Receiver ,  and  made  red  hot ,  in  or - 
ft?  converted  into  a  Mercurial  Water :  The  way  of  difl tiling  ly 
Veffels  red  hot ,  I  find  in  many  places  to  have  heen  much  in  ufe  among 
the  Adepts,  hut  whether  they  contrived  this  way  for  the  abbreviating, 
or  more  exquifite  way  of  operating,  or  for  what  other  caufe,  I  know  not. 
Bafilius,  Lib.  particularium,  in  particul.  Solis,  diflils  not  Mercury , 
but  Gold  often  extinguifhed  in  the  P hilofophical  Aqua  Vitx  through 
a  hot  Veffel  into  a  red  Liquor.  Take  of  Aurum  fulminans,  faith  he , 
one  part,  of  the  Flowers  of  Sulphur  three  parts,  calcine  with  a 
gentle  Fire  till  the  Sulphur  be  confumed,  the  red  hot  matter  ex- 
tinguilh  in  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  acuated  with  fbme  drops  of  the 
Spirit  of  Tartar  (the  Vegetable  Menftruum  made  of  the  Salt  of 
Tartar )  decant  the  Spirit,  and  the  powder  dry  at  the  Fire,  to 
which  being  dryed,  add  again  three  parts  of  the  Flowers  of  Sul¬ 
phur,  calcine  and  quench  as  before  :  This  Work  repeat  fix 
times,  that  the  powder  of  the  Gold  may  be  made  like  Butter, 
foft  and  fat,  which  muft  be  carefully  dryed,  becaufe  it  melts  with 
a  little  Fire,  this  powder  being  a  little  heated  put  into  a  Retort 
with  a  Pipe,  and  made  red  hot,  and  the  Pipe  being  prefently 
flopp’d, diftil  the  red  drops  falling  into  gocd  Spirit  of  Wine  put 
before  into  the  Receiver. 

If  the  Gold  being  divers  times  extinguifhed  in  the  Spirit  of  Philo- 
fbphical  Wine  is  made  foft  and fat ,  why  might  not  this  be  alfo  done 
in  common  Mercury ,  cligefted  according  to  the  Receipt ,  in  the  fame 
Spirit  of  Wine  ?  But fuppofe  Lully  propos'd  it  only  to  himfelf  to  re- 
duce  Argent  vive  into  a  common  acid  Liquor,  yet  does  he  out  of  this , 
with  the  addition  of  the  Salt  of  Tartar  of  the  fir f  Experiment, make 
a  Vegetable  Menftruum  of  the  Fifth  Kind,  with  which  he  diffolves 
common  Argent  vive,  and  reduceth  it  into  a  Mercurial  Water :  then 
he  difiolves  common  Mercury  by  this  Mercurial  Water,  and  draws  it 
efffo,  as  to  remain  m  the  Form  of  an  Oyl ;  which  Oyl  of  Mercury  be¬ 
ing  diffolved  in  the  Vegetable  Heaven ,  he  circulates,  and  being  cir¬ 
culated,  calls  it  the  incalcinated  Menftruum.  If  inflead  of  the  Oyl 
of  Mercury  you  take  crude  Mercury  reduced  into  the  true  firft  matter 
of  Mercury,  and  acuate  the  Vegetable  Heaven  with  this  Mercurial 
Sal  Armoniack,  you  will  make  the  fame,  yea  a  much  better  incalci- 
nated  Menftruum.  The  way  of  making  the  Sulphur  of  Nature  of 
common  Argent  vive  is  this  following. 
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The  Mercurial  5^/  Armoniackj  or  Mercury 
of  the  Mercury  of  Lully. 

In  Expet im.  1 8 . 
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TAke  Mercury  being  twice  fublimed  with  Vitriol  and  Salt, 
put  the  fublimate  upon  an  Iron  Plate,  being  firft  very 
well  pulverized,  add  to  it  two  Ounces  of  Tin  calcined,  then  fet  it 
in  a  moift  place, and  it  will  be  diflolved  :fublime  again, and  lay  it 
upon  an  Iron  Plate  as  before,  and  it  will  be  all  diflolved,  and 
thus  may  you  diflolve  as  much  Mercury  as  you  pleafe :  then 
take  this  Water,  and  rectify  it  feven  times  in  Afhes,  or  till  it 
will  yield  no  more  Terreflreity,  then  diftil  it  in  Balneo  with 
an  eafie  heat,  and  diftil  one  part  of  ten,  which  is  of  no  ufe,  be¬ 
ing  Phlegm,  which  it  contracted  in  the  moift  place,  then  know 
the  weight  of  the  Water  remaining  in  the  bottom,  and  to  eve¬ 
ry  four  Ounces  put  one  Ounce  of  the  Vegetable  Salt  of  the  firji 
or  fecond  Experiment,  being  both  of  the  fame  ftrength,  then  di¬ 
ftil  in  hot  Afhes -with  an  Alembick  and  Receiver  well  luted, 
which  being  all  diftill’d,  add  new  Salt  to  it  again,  obferving  the 
fame  weight  as  before,  of  the  Salt  as  well  as  Water,  then  diftil 
again  as  before,  and  this  fame  way  diftil  four  times,  to  every 
dxftillation  adding  new  Salt  as  before,  and  diftilling  in  Allies, 
and  fo  will  you  have  a  Mercurial  Water  fit  for  all  Phyfical  Ope¬ 
rations:  Then  take  common  Mercury,  walhed  with  Vinegar 
and  Salt,  and  ftrained  through  a  Goats  Skin,  put  it  in  a  V eiTel, 
and  if  there  be  one  Ounce  of  Mercury,  add  four  Ounces  of  the 
aforefaid  Mineral  Water,  and  having  put  on  a  blind  Head  in  . 
Alhes,let  it  boyl  gently,  and  it  will  in  a  fhort  time  be  all  diflol- 
ved,  empty  the  diflolution  into  another  Veflel  warily,  that  if 
any  Terreflreity  be  left  in  the  bottom,  it  may  be  feparated 
from  the  faid  diflolution,  as  a  thing  of  no  effeft  :  you  may  this 
way  diflolve  as  much  Mercury  as  you  will.  Then  take  the  afore¬ 
faid  Mercury  diflolved,  and  putrify  thirty  Days  in  Balneo  or  hot 
Dung,  which  rauft  be  changed  every  ten  Days,  that  the  heat 
may  endure,  and  not  be  extinguilhed :  having  putrify’d,  re¬ 
move  the  Veflel,  and  putting  on  an  Alembick  to,  with  an  Uri¬ 
nal?  u 
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nal  and  Receiver  well  luted,  diftil  all  the  Water  in  Balneo,  and 
the  Mercury  will  remain  in  the  Veflel  white  as  Snow,  then 
pour  toitfo  much  of  this  Water,  which  you  now  diftilled,  as  to 
be  four  Fingers  above  it,*  the  reft  of  the  Water  keep  in  its  Veflel 
well  flopp’d  in  a  cold  place, then  putting  a  blind  Head  upon  its 
Veflel,  and  fealing  the  Joynts,  putrify  a  Natural  Day,  then  ta¬ 
king  away  the  blind  Head,  and  putting  on  an  Alembick  with  a 
Receiver  clofe  luted,  diftil  in  Allies,  and  increafe  the  Fire,  that/ 
the  Soul  may  pafs  over  into  its  diftilled  Water ;  laftly,  diftillati- 
on  eeafing,  let  the  Veflel  cool,  take  awTay  the  Receiver,  and  keep 
it  well  flopp’d, for  that  which  is  diftill’d  therein  is  the  animated 

Spirit,*  but  to  the  matter  remaining  in  the  Veflel,  that  is,  the 

Urinal,  pour  again  of  the  diftilled  Water  fo  much  as  will  fwim 
four  Fingers  above  it,  and  having  put  on  a  blind  Head,  putrify 
as  before,  and  taking  away  the  blind  Head  by  turns,  and  put¬ 
ting  on  an  Alembick  with  its  Receiver,  wherein  yowkept  the 
other  part  of  the  animated  Spirit,  the  Joynts  being  well  luted, 
diftil  again  by  Allies,  and  laftly  increafe  the  Fire,  tor  the  Soul 
togo  over  into  the  diftilled  Water  as  before,  then  the  Veflel  be¬ 
ing  cold,  keep  the  animated  Spirit  in  the  Receiver  as  before, 
well  flopp’d,  and  to  the  matter  remaining  in  the  bottom  pour 
again  new  Water  as  before,  and  putrify  as  before,  diftilling  in 
Allies,  pour  the  Spirit  into  the  lame  Receiver,  where  }ou  kept 
the  other:  thus  repeat  the  Magiftery,  till  the  Bod)  remains 
dead,  black,  and  void  of  all  moifture,  which  )ou  w  ill  prove 
by  this  flgn  5  take  a  little  ofthis  black  Body  or  Earth,  and  laj  it 
upon  a  hot  Plate,  and  if  it  fumes  not, nor  flyes  away  from  Fire, 
then  take  that  Earth,  and  put  into  a  little  Glafs-Globe  w  el  luted, 
and  the  Mouth  well  flopp’d,*  fet  in  a  reverberating  Fire  the 
foace  of  twenty  four  hours ;  then  remove  that  calcined  Eaith, 
and  put  it  in  hot  afhes  very  well  flopp'd  to  prevent  the  attraft- 
ing  of  any  moifture  :  Then  take  the  animated  V  ater, 
fy  it  feven  times  in  Allies,  which  animated  and  viviryed  Water 
divide  into  two  parts,  whereof  one  we  will  ufe  for  the  vivifying 
of  the  Earth,  the  other  for  the  diflblv.ing  of  M  and  Luna:  Then 
take  one  part  of  the  faid  Water,  and  know  tne  v  eigi.it  of  tne 
Earth  referved  before,  grind  firft,  put  it  in  an.  Uiirial,  tnen 
pour  uuon  it  of  the  aforelaid  Water  a  fouitli  pare  of  its  w  eight, 

and  joyning  a  blind  Head  to  it  well  luted,  let  -the  Veflel  in  Bal- 
1  •  p  neo, 


(  121  ) 

neo,  not  to  touch  the  Water  of  the  Balneo,  but  for  the  matter  to 
be  heated  by  the  vapour  only,  and  fo  let  it  remain  four  days; 
then  having  taken  away  the  blind  Head,  and  put  on  an  Alem- 
bick,  diftil  in  Allies  with  a  gentle  heat  like  that  of  the  Sun,  and 
an  infipid  Liquor  will  flow  ovQr,  which  call  away,  as  nothing 
worth  ;  then  again  imbibe  with  a  fourth  part  of  the  animated 
Spirit  as  above,  digefling  as  above,  and  diftilling  the  Liquor  by 
Allies  as  above  :  This  Magiftery  thus  repeat,  till  the  whole  Bo¬ 
dy  hath  re-afiumed  its  Liquor  or  Soul,  and  remains  white  as 
Snow,  which  Body  take  out, dry,  and  grind  ;  being  ground,  put 
it  into  a  iinall  Cucurbit, ftrongly  luted  with  latum fapientia,  and 
the  Mouth  of  the  Cucurbit  flopp’d  with  Cotton,  and  fet  the 
VefTel  in  a  Furnace  of  Allies  ;  but  take  notice,  if  the  Fire  be  too 
violent,  the  matter  will  turn  into  Oyl,  and  cannot  be  fublimed, 
befldes  there  will  be  danger  of  breaking  the  VefTel,  as  has  hap¬ 
pened  to  us,  and  therefore  we  are  willing  to  advife  you  to  con¬ 
tinue  an  eafy  heat,  till  the  matter  be  fublimed  :  This  alfo  ob- 
ferve,  that  this  way  of  fublirning  may  all©  be  done  in  the  Fire  of 
an  Athanor,  but  then  the  matter  will  not  be  fublimed  in  lefsthan 
the  (pace  of  three  or  four  days  ;  which  fublimation  will  indeed 
be  mod  white,  as  the  Scales  of  Fifh,  or  as  Talk  :  Then  warily 
take  out  the  Magnefia ,  the  firil  matter  of  our  common  Mercury, 
our  Sal  Armoniack ,  our  Sulphur ,  which  keep  in  a  fmall  Cucur¬ 
bit,  well  flopp'd  in  Allies,  warm  as  the  Sun,  but  that  whT  h  re¬ 
mains  in  the  bottom,  and  cannot  be  fublimed,  caft  away,  tcca  ufe 
of  no  efficacy,  its  precious  Seed  being  vacuated. 

He  ft  he  diffolves  Mercury  with  calcined  Jupiter  upon  em  Jr  on 
T  late  per  deliquium,  with  which  he  coho  hates  the  Vegetable  Salt  of 
the  firil:  or  fecond  Experiment  ( Salt  of  Tartar  impregnated  with 
the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  or  fublimed  into  a  Vegetable  Sal 
Armoniack)  in  equal  weight  ( yet  by  degrees  )  through  an  Alem- 
hick  ;  Cinftead of  this  Meniirmm  may  be  taken  the  Vegetable  Hea~ 
ajen  tffLully)  with  this  Men  ft  Ri  uni  he  diffolves  common  Argent 
vive,  and  reduccth  it  into  a  white  Oyl,  out  of  whichOyl  he  draws  the 
animated  Spirit,  repeating  the  Work,  till  the  Earth" of  the  Mercury 
remains  black ,  fixed ,  and  without  fume  on  a  hot  Elate  :  This  ex  ani¬ 
mated  and  reverberated  Earth  he  revivifies,  by  imbibing  it  with  a 
fourth  part  of  the  animated  Spirit  /even  times  rectify d,  till  it  be- 
comes  white  and  volatile ,  which  then  he  fub  limes  into  a  Mercurial 
—  :  :  '  u  '  S  Sal 
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Sal  Armoniack,  the  waking  of  which  differs  not  from  the  antecedent 
D.efcriptions  of  the  Sal  Armoniacks  ;  hut  if  ft  he  mixed  with  four 
parts  ofLixWys  Vegetable  Heaven,  that  which  is  call'd  the  incalci- 
nated  Menftruum  is  made  from  thence ,  andfo  much  the  ft  rouge  r ,  as 
that  Sal  Armenia  ck  is  ftronger  than  the  Oylof  Mercury,  hut  if  this 
firfl  matter  of  Mercury  he  circulated  according  to  its  time ,  you  will 
make  a  Menftruum  deferring  the  Name  0/ Mercurial  Heaven, 
Quido  prepares  the  incalcinated  Menftruum  not  from  common  Mer¬ 
cury,  hut  the  Mercury  oj  Metals ,  Sol  or  Luna. 

47.  The  Menjirtmm  of  Guido  for  Precious 
1  Stones. 

Pag.  92.  Thefauri.  Chyvi. 

>TpAke  of  the  Vegetable  Menftruum  acuated  ( defer ibed  in  the 
|  Seventh  Kind  in  Numb,  3  or  Numb*  39O  ^ur  parts, of  the 

Oy  1  of  the  Mercury  ofdSol  or  Luna  one  part, mix.  He  elfewhere ^ 
pag.  84.  defer  ihes  the  Oyl  of  the  Mercury  of  Metals  thus  :  Lake  of 
the  Mercury  of  Sol  (a  Dejcription  of  which  we  fhall  have  lower  in 
the  third  Book )  three  Pounds,  of  the  red  Lyon  (Gold  fublimed  of 
the  preparation  of  which  in  its  place  in  the  fecond  Book')  t welve 
Ounces,  or  equal  weight,  mix  very  well,  put  it  in  a  Cucurbit 
with  its  Alembick,  lute  well,  and  increaftng  the  Fire  by  degrees, 
fublime,  and  the  Mercury  will  afeend  partly  quick,  partly  in 
the  form  ol  a  white  or  Afh-Colour  d  Sublimate,  and  about  the 
lower  part  of  the  Glafs,  of  a  citrine  Colour,  mix  the  quick  Mer¬ 
cury  again  with  the  Sublimate,  and  again  lublime,  and  that  fo 
oft, .till  all  the  Mercury  is  fublimed,  which  being  fo  fublimed, 
put  into  Phials  of  a  large  bottom,  and  in  every  one  eight  Oun¬ 
ces,  to  putrify  in  Balneofix  weeksj  and  then  fix  weeks  in  Balneo 
rorido  and  the  fublimed  Mercury  ol  Sol  will  be  rdoived  into  a 
black  0\1,  which  rectify  through  an  Alembick,  firft  with  a 
weak  Fire,  then  a  ftronger,  laftly  m©ft  ftrong,  lb  will  y  ou  have 

the  Oyl  of  the  Mercury  of  Sol 

Rut  hefides  Mercury ,  that  open  Metal ,  Menftruums  of  this  Kind 
may  he  alfo  made  of  the  other  Metals, though  more  compact, an  Exam¬ 
ple  cf  which  we  have  in  the  Lunar  Menftruum  of  Lully. 

48.  The 
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48.  The  Lunar  Menftruum  of  Lully . 

In  Experimento  24. 

TAke  common  Mercury,  and  wafli  it  with  Vinegar;  when 
the  terreftreity  of  it  is  taken  away,  let  it  rfin  through  a 
Goats  Skin,  then  put  it  into  thofe  your  Veffels  of  which  you 

had  a  Form  before,  (i*  Xumb.  46.)  Put  the  thofe 

Veffels,  and  diftil  with  repetition,  till  it  turns  all  into  Water,  as 
I  taught  you  above ;  then  take  foyr  Ounces  of  this  Mercurial 
Water,  and  therein  diffolve  one  Ounce  of  the  Vegetable  Mercu¬ 
ry  of  the  fecond  Experiment  (Salt  of  Tartar  fubhmed,  or  Vegetable 
Sal  Armoniack  made  of  the  Salt  of  Tartar)  pafs  it  through  art 
Alembick  together  with  the  aforefaid  Mercurial  Water,  then  m 
every  four  Ounces  of  the  Water,  diffolve  one  Ounce  of  Mercury 
as  before  prepared,  (that  is  Vegetable )  putrify  eight  days,  cien 
diftil  by  Allies,  increafe  the  Fire  at  laft  that  fo  it  may  pafs  into 
that  which  was  diftilled,  in  which,  diffolve  half  an  Ounce  o 
Silver  cupellated,  then  putrify  three  Days,  then  diftil  in  Allies, 
and  laflly  increafe  the  Fire  a  little,  that  all  the  clearnefs,  or 
whitenefsof  the  Luna  may  go  over  by  an  airy  refolution  in  this 

diftiilation. 

He  extratts  not  the  whole  Silver,  but  the  more  Volatile  part  of 
it,  (called  in  the  ways  of  making  Sal  Armoniack,  animated  Spirit) 
by  the  Menftruum  of  three  Veffels  already  defer ibed  in  Numb,  in, 
with  the  Defcriptionofit  there  declared,youmay  explain  thofe  things 
which  are  more  obfeure  in  the  prefent  Receipt.  He  fometimes  joyns 
the  animated  Spirit  e/Luna,  and  the  animated  Spirit  of  Sol  toge¬ 
ther,  and  by  circulation  reduceth  them  into  an  admirable  Menltru- 
um,  after  this  wanner ; 
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4£.  The  Circulatum  viajw  or  Acetum  acerri - 

mum  of  Z&iTy. 

7//  Fxflerimento  2  5 . 

-pAkethe  Ample  Vegetable  Menflruum  of  three  individuals, 
JL  defer ihed  before  in  Numb.  26.)  then  take  Luna,  calcine  it 
with  Mercury,  then  take  principal  care  to  remove  ail  the  Mer¬ 
cury  from  the  calcined  Luna ,  and  the  fame  way  calcine  Sol  with 
Mercury,  then  let  all  the  Mercury  be  taken  wholly  from  it  : 
thefetwo  Bodies  put  into  Glafs  Diili.es  each  by  it  felf  apart,  and 
to  them  each  by  it  felf  apart  pour  clarifyed  Honey,  mixing  the 
Calxes  of  the  two  Bodies  very  well  with  the  Honey  upon  'Allies 
fo  as  to  boy  1,  then  take  the  Honey  from  the  Calxes,  by  walking 
them  in  hot  diftilled  Water,  and  the  Calxes  will  remain  in  the 
bottom  of  the  Veflel, then  mix  the  Calxes  with  the  Honey  again, 
boy  ling  as  before,  and  mixing  with  a  Spoon  as  before,  and  thus 
repeat  your  Work  three  times  as  well  in  the  Calx  of  Luna, as  Sol : 
Then  take  thefe  two  Bodies'being  calcined  and  walked,  and  put 
them  into  a  Veflel  of  folution  feverally^  and  pour  upon  them  of 
the  former  ceelificated  Menflruum  ( of  the  three  individuals)  fo 
much  as  will  fwim  three  Fingers  above  it,  cover  the  Veflel  with 
a  blind  Head,  luting  the  Joynts  well  with  wax  gummed,  that 
it  may  no  way  refpire,  fet  it  in  Balneo  for  a  Natural  Day,  fo  as 
to  boyl  gently,  then  for  two  other  Days  put  it  upon  Allies,  and 
let  it  boyl  gently  as  before,  then  empty  that  part  of  Sol ,  which 
was  dillblved  into  another  Veflel  by  it  felf,  which  folution  will 
be  of  a  yellow  Colour :  So  alfo  take  out  the  diffolution  of  Luna 
by.  it  felt  apart,  and  pour  it  into  another  Veflel,  each  of  which 
diflblutions  keep  in  each  Veflel  as  before  in  Balneo,  butthediflo- 
lution  of  Luna  will  be  of  a  Sea  or  Green  Colour  ;  the  undiflol- 
,  ved  Earth  as  well  of  Solas  Luna  dry  upon  Allies  :  Which  done, 
pour  again  to  each,  of  the  new  circulated  Menflruums ,  and  the 
Veflel  being  covered  with  a  blind  Head  as  before,  fet  it  in  Bal¬ 
neo,  and  make  if  boyl  gently  as  before,  and  continue  the  fame 
boyling  upon  Allies,  laftly  decantethe  diflolution  of  each  Body 
as  beiOre  into  its  Veflel,  wherein  the  other  diflblutions  above 
•were  kept  by  themfelves  apart :  But  this  Magiftery  you  muff 

repeat* 
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repeat,  till  all  the  Sol, a,nd  all  the  Luna  are  difiolved  •  thefe  dif~ 
foJLutions  putrify  by  themfelves  apart  the  fpace  of  forty  Days, 
after  putrefaCKon  put  the  diflclutions  feverallt  into  two  Urinals, 
with  Alembicks  and  Receivers  flopp’d,  and  the  Joynts  being 
well  luted,  difl.il  firft  the  whole  Menflruum  in  Balneo,  but  the 
Bodies  will  remain  in  the  form  of  anO}  1,  then  again  pour  upon 
them  fo  much  of  their  Water  lately  diftill’d,  as  to  iwim  three 
Fingers  above  the  Matter,  cover  the  Vefiel  with  a  blind  Head, 
and  putrify  twenty  four  Hours,  then  take  away  the  blind  Head  , 
and  put  on  an  Alembickwith  a  Receiver, and  luting  the  Joynts, 
diftil  with  a  gentle  Fire  in  Allies  ;  laftly  increafe  the  Fire  fome- 
what,  that  the  air  [the  animated  Spirit )  may  pafs  over  into  the 
Water, laft  of  ail  likewife  force  it  with  a  ftronger  degree  of  heat, 
till  the  Fire  ( the  Soul  being  more  vifcous)  afcends  over  into  the 
air;  the  Vellels  being  cold,  pour  again  the  new  referved  Wafer 
to  the  remaining  Matter,  the  animated  Spirit  of  each  Body  be¬ 
ing  firft  luted  in  its  Receiver,  to  prevent  refpiring,  cover  the 
Urinal  again  with  a  bbnd  Head,  putrifying  as  before,  and  lafliy 
diftil  in  Allies  as  belore,  laft  of  all  as  before,  increafe  the  Fire  ; 
thus  repeat  the  Magiftery,  till  both  the  Bodies  of  Sol  and  Luna 
are  by  an  airy  revolution  tranfmitted  feverally  through  the 
Alembxck  :  But  if  thefe  Bodies  will  not  entirely  come  over  by 
diftillation  (a  little  indeed  will  remain,  which  keep  for  the  reft 
of  the  Experiments)  then  take  the  animated  Spirit  of  Sol,  re&i- 
fy  if  oftentimes  By  it  felf  in  Allies,  but  be  fure  not  to  take  away 
any  of  the  Terreilreities,  which  will  every  rectification  remain 
in  the  bottom  of  the  Vefiel,  but  rather  pour  back  the  d  iff  filed  * 
Water  always  to  the  fame  Faeces,  •  till  you  have  performed  the 
Work  feven  times  compleat :  And  obferve  the  fame  order  in  refti- 
lying  the  Water  of  animated  Luna  referved  before. 'This  done, 
joyn  thefe  two  Waters  together,  which  Conjunction  is.  called 
the  Conjunction  of  Father  and  Mother ,  Male  and  Female ,  Man 
and  Woman:  And  thus  will  you  have  the  Menjlru%m  majus, the  AnU 
mal,  V get  able,  a?id  Mineral ,  being  joyned  together,  and  thefe 
three  reduced  into  one  fubftance  you  muff  circulate  fixty  Days 
in  a  Vefiel  fo  luted,  as  not  to  refpire  ;  Circulation  being  cornu 
pleated,  you  will  have  the  Menjbuum  majus  brought  to  action,, 
the  power  of  which  is  fo  great,  as  not  to  be  related  :  This,  there¬ 
fore  is  that  admirable  Menjlruumw  hich  jdifiolves  all  Bodies,  with 

the 
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■  the  preferVation  of  their  vegetative  and  tranfmutative  Form: 
This  1  fay,  is  that  Menfirmm  containing  in  it  fuch  odour 
and  fragrancy,  that  nothing  can  be  compared  to  it  :  This  lallly 
is  the  refolubl6  MenjlruuM)  which  is  by  thcWifecftlld  by  almolt 
innumerable  Names,  the  Acetum  acerrimum ,  which  converts 
Gold  into  a  Spirit :  This  is  the  Aqua  Sicca ,  Aqua  Solis ,  and  Aqua 
Vitce  •  Parifinus  made  this  Menflruum,  ( which  he  otherwise  calls 
the  greater  Mercury,  or  compounded  Menftruum)  by  this  method. 

50.  The  Circulatum  majus  of  Parifinus.  ■ 

.  In  Apert  or  io.  Cap.  G. 

TAke  of  the  bell  calcined  Luna  three  Ounces,  of  Sol  alfo  cal¬ 
cined  according  to  Chapter  H,  fin  which  the  Calcinations 
of  Metals  are  after  the  common  waj  defcribed'j  two  Ounces  to  each, 
being  put  by  its  felf  in  its  Glafs,  pour  of  Circulated,  or  the  dim¬ 
ple  Quinteflence  (acrnted  with  Honey ,  or  the  Coelum  mellifluum 
defcribed  in  Numb.  10.)  the  height  of  four  Fingers,  the  Vefiels 
with  their  blind  Heads  put  in  Balneo  two  Days,  and  in  Alhes 
two  more:  when  you  fee  the  Waters  in  fome  meafure  tinged, 
decant  them,  and  the  di  flolutions  keep  by  themfelves  in  Balneo 
well  flopp'd, to  the  undiflelved  Calxes  pour  again  of  E,digefhng, 
decanting  and  repeating  fo  olten,  till  the  Bodies  of  Sol  and  Luna 
be  reduced  into  a  liquid  fubftance,  then  diftil  the  Compofitiorr 
( Diffolution),  of  Sol,  and  the  Compofitior.  of  Luna  in  Balneo,  and 
the  Bodies  will  remain  in  the  bottom  of  the  Glafs  like  an  Oy  1 ; 
but  to  the  Waters  drawn  from  the  laid  Luminaries  in  Balneo, 
put  Vegetable  Sulphur,  according  to  the  weights  of  the  Sol  and 
Luna,  and  it  will  in  the  fpace  of  two  Days  be  difiolved  m 
Balneo  ;  fofoon  as  the  faid  Sulphur  is  difiolved  in  every  of  its 
Vefiels,  pour  every  one  to  its  Metallick  Oyl,  but  to  avoid  Er¬ 
ror,  you  muft  know  that  your  difiolved  Sulphur  is  that  which 
we'taught  the  preparation  of  inChapter  L,  namely,  that  which 
is  ext  rafted  out  of  ( PhilofophicaL  Wine ,  otherw'ile  called,  Sial 
Armoniack ,  put  the  Vefiels  in  Putrefaction  eight  Days,  then 
draw  off  the  Waters  in  Balneo  every  one  by  it  felf,  then 
pour  of  new  Water  the  height  of  two  Fingers,  cover  the  Vefiels 

with  blind  Heads,  and  digeft  for  a  Day  in  Balneo,  then  put  on 

common 
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common  A&enibicfes;.  and  diftil  the  Waters  gently  in  Allies, . 
4-hen  increhfe  the  Fire,  that  the  air  may  alfo  afcend  into  the 
Waters;  the  Yefiels  being  cold,  pour  new  Water  to  each  re¬ 
mainder,  cover  them  with  blind  Heads,  digeft  in  Balneo  for  a 
Night,  then  diftil  in  Afhes,  and  this  repeat  as  before,  till  you 
have  extracted  all  the  Liquor  of  the  two  Luminaries ;  keep  the 
Earths;^  and  if  a  little  of  it  be  call  upon  a  red  hot  Plate,  and 
burns  not,  it  is  an  infallible  fign,  becaufe  the  (aid  Earthis  depriu 
ved  of  its  Soul ;  keep  thefe  two  Earths  mix’d  together  in  dige- 
.  ftion  of  Allies,  for  the  receiving  of  their  Mercuries,  ( the  diftil- 
led  Airs  or  EJftences)  as  we  fliall  teach  in  Chapter  L.  ( in  the  way 
of  making  the  mineral  Sal  Armoniacks,  or  Metallick  of  Gold  and 
Silverf  Now  take  the  Liquors  of  both  the  faid  Luminaries, 
that  is,  their  Souls  or  Mercuries,  already  pafs’d  through  an  Alem- 
bick,  andjoyn  them  together,  diftilling  through  an  Alembick  in 
Afhes  ;  if  any  ftimy  Earth  remains,  add  it  to  the  former  Earths  . 
referved,  and  this  do  fix  times,  always  removing  the  ftimy  Earth: 
Take  a  large  Veftelor  Cucurbit,  with  an  Alembick  made  all  of 
a  piece,  in  which  pour  your  compounded  Menftrimm ,  flopping 
the  Mouth  with  a  Glafs  Stopple,  luted  with  the  white  of  an 
Egg,  quick  Lime,  and  courfe  Paper,  which  being  dryed,  lute  - 
then  with  our  Bitumen,  made  of  an  equal  quantity  of  Pitch,  Wax, 
and  Ma flick,  and  Circulate  in  a  Sophical  Balneo,  as  we  fhewed 
you  at  Mr.  Angelos  Houfe  in  the  Famous  City  of  Venice ,  when  > 
we  made  the  Ample  Circulated  Menftrmm ,  and  let  it  be  Circula¬ 
ting  forty  Natural  Days,  which  being  expired,  you  will  fee  our 
Menftrmm  or  Mercury  clearer  thanCriftal,  and  more  odoriferous 
than  any  Perfume:  This  Menftrmm,  my  Son  !  hath  the  power 
ofdiflolving  the  two  Luminaries,  and  reducing  them  from.pow- 
er  to  a&ion  ;  and  you  mu  ft  know  that  by  this  alone,  yet  with  * 
the  addition  of  its  red  or  white  ferment,  you- will  by  Circula¬ 
tion  make  particulars  of  great  projection  ;  This  is  that  which 
our  Captain  Raymond  Lully ,  inhis  Epiftola  AccurtatoriaffokQoi, 
frying,  Having  diflolved  Sol,  and  drawn  the  Water  from  it  in 
Balneo,  then  know  the  Gold  is  made  Spiritual,  and  irreducible 
into  its  former  Body,  to  which  if  you  add  a  hundred  parts  of 
common  Mercury,  it  will  congeal  it  into  true  Gold  :  Moreover, 
my  Son  !  if  the  laid. Gold  congealed  into  a  Gum  be  dilfolved  in 
feme  Water,  and  given  to  a  Patient  of  what  infirmity  foever, . 
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he  will  in  a  very  few  Days  return  to  his  good  temperament ; 
it  removes  whitenefs  of  hair,  andall  other  figns  of  Old  -Age,  re- 
ftores  former  Youth,  and  preferves  health  even  to  the  time  pre¬ 
fixed  by  the  Eternal  God :  Know  al.o,  that  fhould  I  defcnbe  all 
the  Miracles  (and  indeed  they  may  well  be  called  Miracles)  and 
all  the  effects  performed  by  this  Mercury,  which,  as  I  remem¬ 
ber  I  fufficiently  declared  to  you  by  Word  of  Mouth,  and  ex¬ 
plained  the  various  Sayings  of  our  Captain  in  the  Book  of  Quin- 
teffence  then,  &c. 

From  the  Receipts  we  obferve. 

*  .  •'  •• 

1.  That  Mefe  Menftruums  are  ftronger  than  all  tb  antecedent, 
as  being  acuated  with  better  arids ,  or  dry  things,  and  therefore  do 
not  extrail  the  Effcnces  ,  but  ditfolve  the  whole  Body  into  a 

Maqtflery .  ’  ■  ,  .  , 

t.  That  thefe  Menftruums  are  the  Magiftefics  of  Metals  and 

Minerals ,  and  therefore  Medecines. 

•5.  That  they  are  made  many  fever  al  ways  now  known  to  us. 

4.  That  the  Sal  Armoniacks  of  Metals  are  made  the  fame  ways 

as  Vegetable  Sal  Armoniacks.  „ 

r  That  every  eve  of  them  is  properly  called  Philo)  ophers  Met  curyy 

or  Mercury  of  the  Mercury  of  Gold ,  Silver ,  Iron,  &  c.  Jubliwed ,  the 
Mercury  of  Antimony ,  common  Sulphur ,  &c.  Jub limed ,  becaufe  tike 
common  Mercury  fublimed,  it  is  mofteafily  rejufei fated  by  hot  Hater 
or  Vinegar,  into  the  running  Mercury  of  Gold,  Silver ,  It  on.  Antimo¬ 
ny,  &lc.  as  we  /hall  be  better  afire  d  by  Examples  of  the  following 

B0°T That  fvmple  Vegetable  Menftruums,^  as  being  permanent  H  a¬ 
ters, continue  alfo  with  things  Met alhck,and flick  mojl  perfeilly  to  them, 
uot  for  Medicines  only,  but  alfo  for  the  making  of  precious  Stones,  yea 
Tinilures ,  as  well  particular  as  univerfal :  As  to  t  jC  limp  e  egeta 
ble  Metift. ruums/xf o?#  the  E/fences  of  Vegetables, and tr.-e  fim 'corn-, 

pounded , that  they  ko  make  Magifleries  for  a  Medicinal  ufe, we  f  hall  ea- 

fily  agree1, but  for  the  uniluous andmofl  inflamabie  Spit  it  of  .„.o.op  11 
cal  Wine,  made  of  combuflible  Vegetables  and  Animals,  1 0  beacon- 
flit  utive  to  any  Chymical  Tinilure, Jeems  to  be  anafertton  altogether 
Paradoxical-, for  which  caufe  are  we  to  beadmomjhed.thattfe  Adepts 
rejected  every  ComiajUlk  Vegetable  and  Animal ,  as  a  thing  ujelejs 
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for  their  fi fares,  but  never  defpifed  the  purify  d  Elements  of  Ve¬ 
getables  and  Animals,  made  incombuftible,  or  acquiring  incombufli- 
b.hty  in  the  procefs  it  felf  though  they  have  declared  them  to  be 
(mtho,n  the  foment  of  the  Stone)  inefficient ,  as  alfo  Metals  alone 
without  thefe  Menllruums,  being  therefore  mix’d  with  Metals,  they 
make  Ttndures  as  well  particular  as  univerfalfor  Metals,  Witnefs 

uIf  7OU  iave  a  mind  f0  make  Gold  and  Silver 
by  the  Phdofophical  Art,  you  mull  lor  that  purpofe  take  neither 

F.ggs  nor  Blood,  but  Gold  and  Silver,  which  are  Naturally  and 

Prudently,  and  not  Manually  calcined,  for  they  produce  a  new 

Generation  mcreafmg  their  Kind,  as  all  other  Natural  Things  : 

But  fuppofe  a  Man  might  with  benefit  effed  it  in  things  not 

Metalhck,  in  which  are  Colours  found  inAfped  pleafant§as  in 

ood,  Urine,  Eggs,  and  Wine,  or  in  half  Minerals  taken  out  of 

Mines,  yet  would  it  be  neceflary  for  the  Elements  of  them  to 

of  peild  Bodfos  ’  1  Li]0711  d  m  Matrimoiiy  witil  Ae  Elements 
orpenect  Bodies.  Ltbro.  iz. par  tar. portu.  i.  The  Elixir  he 

proceeds  is  not  to  be  made  of  Wine,  as  Wine,  nor  of  Eggs  Hair 

or  Blood,  as  meerly  Eggs,  Hair,  or  Blood,  but  of  tlJIlements 

only,  and  therefore  we  are  to  feek,  in  order  to  obtain  the  Ele- 

ments  in  the  excellency  of  their  fimplicity  ana  rectification  •  for 

t  he  Elements,  foes  the  Philosopher  Bacon  m  his  Speculum  are  the 

Roots  and  Mothers  of  all  things  living  :  But  the  Elements  of 

the  things  a  orefaid  are  not  Ingredients  tothe  makingoSirf 

but  by  the  Virtue  and  Commixtion  with  the  Elements  of  Spirits 

mon'sflA  reCit€Si  fT’  ^  Sulphur,  Arfenick,  and  com- 
mon  Sal  Armomack,)  and  Meta/lick  Bodies,  and  fo  as  Rover  Bacon 

hies  they  are. Ingredients,  and  do  make  the  great  Elixir  Mid 

Pbd.  Cbym.  We,  fiitbk  take  Srf 

Principles,  they  betng  too  Mple,  nor  of  the  lad,  hey  te“  a  tw 

t“e  M  71’ b”  °fj the  mid<Ue,  »>  "'l*hi  ti  tmlute 
and  true  Qyl  feparated  from  any  unclean  Terreftreitv  and 

Phlegmatick  Water  ;  therefore-fai/h  Raymund  thus  The  undi 

ous  Liquor  is  the  near  Matter  of  our  Ph  vfin  1  a  ,  •  e  un. Cj 

though  thofe  Bodies,  in  whM  SSiS"  Sen 

fold  openly  \g  Apothecaries  at  a  low  Price,  accpfding  to’ the 

f-om§the  tlT  w  U  Ol°pher  in  thls  manner :  Our  Sulphurs  we  have 
irom  the  Apothecaries  at  a  mean  Price,  yet  if  you  underS 

not  the  Art  of  lepsming  the  Element  acc„r5,rg»"S  Do. 

^  '  chine 
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Qrine  of  Ariftotle ,  in  is  Epiflle  to  Alexander,  in  the  Book  of  the 
Secrets  of  Secrets ,  where  he  faith,  Sepai  ate  tL.e  iui  tiluonr  the 
grofs,  the  thin  from  the  thick,  and  when  y  ou  have  drawn  Wa¬ 
ter  out  of  Air,  Air  out  of  Fire,  and  tire  cut  of  Earth,  then  have 
you.the  full  Art :  except,  1  lay, you  underhand  thus,  ycu  will  do 
little  or  nothing  in  my  Work.  Papilla  Akhym •  Pa g.  It 

appertains  not-  to  thisjme  to' prove  iheje  things  by  more  Examples, 
it  is  enough  to  have  inflanced  tlefe  jew.  by  way,  of  anticipation,  tic 
following  Books  treating  more  copunjly  of  this  Truth. 

7.  That  the  Name  yHell  Fire)  the  Mcnftruum  o/Trilmofinus, 
is  the  proper  and  common  Name  of  Mercurial  hi e n i  1  r 1 1 U ms  .  foi  mvji 
of  the  Adz  pts  do  affirm  Mercury  to  he  of  a  moji  hot  yea  Fiery  Nature  : 
fume  few  deny ,  accounting  it  the  coldeji  Metal. 

Amengfi  the  Affirmers  was  the  great  Paracelfus ,  faying  ■.  We  find 
Mercury  to  be  inwardly  of  the  greateft  heat,  and  no  way  to  be 
coagulated,  but  by  the  greateft  cold.  Libro .  t>.  Archid.  magic . 
Whoever  think  Mercury  to  be  of  a  moift  and  cold  Nature,  are 
convinced  of  an  open  Error,  it  beingof  itsNatuiemoff  hetand 
hjoift,  by  reafon  of  which  it  always  and  perpetually  floweth  ; 
for  if  it  was  of  a  moift  and  cold  Nature,  it  would  be  like  fiozen 
Water,  and  be  alwaies  hard  and  folid,  and  it  woula  be  necefla- 
ry  to  melt  it  by  the  heat  of  Fire,  as  other  Metals,  wnicii  indeed 
it  requires  not,  having  a  Natural  Liquation  and  Flux  tliiouguits 
own  heat,  which  keeps  it  in  a  perpetual  Fluxion,  'and  makes  it 
quick,  that  it  can  neither  dye,  nor  be  congealed.  Ccelum  Phil. 
Self,  de  color e  mere.  pag.  1 14.  No  Name  can  be  found  for  this 
Liquefaction  (Fluxion  of  Argent  vive)  much  lets  the  Original  of 
it,  by  which  it  may  be  called,  and  no  heat  being  fo  vehement, 
as  to  be  equivalent  to  it,  Hell  Fire  ought  to  be  compared  to  it. 
Ccelum  Phil.  can.  1.121.  Bafilius  taught  the  fame,  faying  :  The 
Fiery  Spirit  of  Sulphur  being  invifibly  incorporated  in  Mercury, 
therefore  it  prefers  it  felf  in  Fluxion,  not  to  be  coagulated,  &c. 
For  Mercury  is  a  meer  Fire,  and  therefore  cannot  be  burned  by 
any  Fire ;  no  Fire  toucheth  it  fo,  as  to  deftroy  it, tor  either,  fee. 

Cur  rut  -triumph.  Antimonii,  Pag.  40. 

And  Sendivogius  I  Mercury  am  Fire,  &c.  My  Spirit  and  the 
Spirit  of  Fire  love  one  another,  and.fo  far  as  able,  one  accompa¬ 
nies  the  other,  &c.  If  any  Man  knows  the  Fire  of  my  Heart,  he 
fees  Fire  is  my  Food,  and  the  longer  the  Spirit  of  my  Heart  eats 

Fire, 


{  i3i  ) 

Fire,  the  fatter  it  will  he,  the  Death  of  which  is  afterward  the 
Life  of  all  things,  &c.  I  am  Fire  within,  Fire  is  my  Food.  Dialog* 
Mercurii  Pag*  515* .  Volum*  4.  Theat*Chym * 

Ripley  did  by  the  mojl  hot  things  ofL u!ly  (acuating  the  Vegeta¬ 
ble  Menftruum,  without  the  Virtue  of  which  things ,  it  would  not  be 
able  to  diffolve  Metals ,  but  in  a  longtime  under \i and  Mercury  :  I 
a m,  faith  he,  forc’d  to  fay,  that  all  thefe  things  which  Raymond 
fpeaks  {of  things  mofi  hot)  are  covered  with  a  Philofophical  Veil, 
for  his  Saying  is,  That  diifolutioa  muft  he  made  with  Spirit  of 
Wine,  but  his  intention  alio  is,  that  in  this  Spirit  (of  Philfophi- 
eal  Wine)  may  heftad  another  refoluble  Menflruum ,  which  is 
only  of  the  Metallick  Kind*  MeduL  Phil ,  Pug*  idB.  For  that  is 
Raymundf  Water,  which  Mary  the Prophetels  fpeaks  of,  laying, 
Make  your  Water  as  a  running  Water,  by  Divine  Infpiration 
extrafted  out  of  the  two  Mineral  and  V  egetable'  Zaiboth  (Mer¬ 
curies)  that  is,  circulated  together  into  a  Criflalline  Water,  &c* 
becauie,  as  faithRaymund,  there  being  in  Mercury  a  Point  of 
Igneity,by  the  power  of  which  is  diflblution  made,  it  is  requi- 
fite  to  animate  it  with  the  Water  of  Vegetable  Mercury,  other- 
wife  it  can  diflolve  nothing :  And  this  is  the  Water  containing 
all  thofe  things  which  you  want,  and  by  Virtue  thereof  are 
Pearls  made.  And  this  Vegetable  Water  being  compounded,  doth 
by  Virtue  of  the  Mercury  (Mineral)  presently  diflolve  all  Bo¬ 
dies,  and  by  reafonof  its  Vegetability  (Vegetable  Menftruurn) 
revivify  every  Body,  and  by  its  attractive  Virtue,  (Symbolical 
Nature)  produce  an  Oyl  from  every  Body,  and  Mercury  draws 
to  it  ielf  its  like,  that  is,  the  Mercury  of  a  Body.  Of  this  Wa¬ 
ter,  faith  Raymund,  in  Compendia  Art .  Tranfm .  ad  Regem  Rcber- 
tum  :  You  know,  moft  Serene  Prince,  that  our  Stone  is  made  of 
nothing  but  Argent  vive  alone,  that  is,  compounded  of  Vegeta¬ 
ble  and  Mineral:  And  therefore  faid  the  ancient  Philofophers, 
the  Srone  is  made  of  one  thing  only  ,  that  is,  Argent  vive,  Viatic, 
pag .  3450 

Mercurial  Waters  are  called  Tgnes  Gehenn x,  by  reafon  of  this 
Fiery  Nature  of  Argent  vive,  the  corroftve  Speciflck  was  becaufe  of 
the  Mercurial  Water  call'd  by  Paracelius  Ignis  Gehenna!.  Liaro. 
de  Specif  Pag*  29.  The  Circulafum  map,  prepared  from 
Mercury ,  he  calls  a  living  Fire,  mofi  ext  ream  Fire ,  and  codejiia t 
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If  you  would  bring  into  adion ,  faith  he ,  (the  Life  of  Antimo¬ 
ny  hidden  in  its  Regains)  you  muft  refufcitate  that  Life  with  its 
like  living  Fire,  orMetaliick  Vinegar,  with  which  Fire  many  of 
tiie  Philofophers  proceeded  i'everal  ways,  but  agreeing  in  the 
Foundation,  they  all  hit  the  intended  Mark,  &c.  Yet  that  Fire 
or  Corporal  Life  in  common  Mercury  is  found  much  more  per¬ 
fect  and  fublime,  which  manifeftly  proves  by  its  flowing,  that 
there  is  a  mod  abfolute  Fire,  and  coeleflial  Life  hidden  in  it  • 
wherefore  whoever  defires  to  graduate  his  Metallick  Heaven 
( the  Arcanum  Lapidis,  or  Antimonii )  to  the  hjgheft,  and  reduce 
.  it  to  adtion,  he  muft  firft  extraft  the  firfl'  liquid  Being,  as  the 
coeleflial  Fire,  Quinteflence,  and  Metallick  Ace  turn  acerrimum  out 
of  the  Corporal  Life,  (common  Mercury)  dkc.  Libro.  io.  Archid. 
Cap.  6.  Rag.  39. 

Amongftthe  Demers,  who  judge  Mercury  to  be  of  a  cold  Nature 
is  firft  Bernhard,  illuftrious  for  Learning  as  well  as  Linage,  faying  • 
Whereas  Mercury  is  compounded  of  the  four  Elements,  they 
therefore  being  heated  by  the  common  and  general  Caufes,  the 
Natural  heat  is  excited  by  its  own  motion,  by  filch  motion  as 
this  are  the  Fire  and  Air  in  Mercury  moved  likewife,  and  by  lit¬ 
tle  and  little  elevated,  thefe  Elements  being  more  worthy  than 
the  Water  and  Earth  of  Mercury,  neverthelefs  moiflnefs  and 
coldnefs  are  predominant, &c.  Lib.  Alchym.  Pag.  -/66.  Volum.  1 . 
The  at.  Chym.  Argent  vive  being  mofl  cold,  may  in  a  fhort  time 
be  made  mofl  hot,  and  may  the  fame  way  be  made  temperate 
with  things  temperate  by  the  Ingenuity  of  an  Artift.  Epift. 
ad  Thomam,  Pag.  57.  Art-Aurif.  Arnoldus  de  Villa  Nova  in  the 
Book,  call’d  Rofarium,  is  obferved  to  have  declared,  that  crude 
Mercury,  that  is,  Argentvive,  which  is  by  its  Nature  cold  and 
moift,  may  by  fublimation  be  made  hot  and  dry,  then  by  revivi¬ 
fication  made  hot  and  moifl  like  the  Complexion  of  Men  &c. 
The  faid  Arnold,  though  a  Reverend  Doctor,  and  Ingenious  in 
other  Sciences,  yet  perhaps  handled  Experiments  in  this  Art 
without  the  Dodtrine  of  Caufes  ;  but  he  faith,  that  in  the  firft 
Purgation,  the  crude  Spirit  ( Argent  vive)  is  fublimed  with  the 
lefs  Minerals  and  Salts,  and  that  Mercury  it  felf,  which  is  in  its 
Nature  cold  and  moift,  may  be  made  a  Powder  by  Nature  hot 
and  dry,  as  he  faith,  this  is  indeed  of  no  benefit  to  our  Philofo- 
phical  Work  :  but  fuppofe  a  Man  may  make  fuch  a  Powder,  as 

■>  he 
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•  h.e  fPeak.s  °f'\out°f  Mercury*  namely,  dry  and  hot  by  fublima- 
tton  with  falme  Things,  yet  thefe  Purgations  are  vain  and  im- 
pertinent,  yea  hurtful  as  to  the  perfe&ing  of  our  Work,  cgV.And 
if  it  be  laid  by  way  ofmftance,  that  as  by  Purging  the  impuri¬ 
ties  of  Mercury,  thefaid  Arnold  dryed  it  by  fublimation,  foalfo 
as  you  fay  Thomas , moiftened  it  by  revivification,  and  made  the* 
Mercury  hot  and  moift,  fuitable  to  his  own  ( 'humane }  Body  in 
Nature,  this  indeed  impedes  not  my  Reverend  Doftor  nor  im. 
pugnesthe  Truth  of  the  Philofophical  Art;  yea  rather  the  Error 
appears  in  this  Natural  Art :  For,  as  it  is  clear,  Arnold  teach- 
eth,  (  if  you  regard  the  found  of  Words}  that  Mercury  bein^  thus 
dryed, by  hot  Water,  into  which  it  is  caft,  is  revivifyed,  and  he 
faith,  made  hot  and  moift,  whereas  when  firft  fublimed,  it  was 
hot  and  dry  :  But  what  Philofopher  can  truly  fay,  thatMercu 
ry  or  any  other  Metal,  is  by  fimple  Water,  though  never  fo  hot 
and  boy  ling,  changed  as  to  its  internal  quality  in  Nature 
acquires  moiftnefs  Natural  to  it  felf,  and  fo  is  revivifyed  r  in  this 
revivification  therefore  Mercury  requires  nothing,  forafmuch 
as  common  Water  decofts  not,  nor  alters  it,  becaufe  it  enters  it 
not,  and  that  which  enters  not,  alters  not,  becaufe  every  thing 
to  be  alter’d  muft  firft  be  mixed :  Some  fuperficial  impurities  of 
Mercury,  fuch  Water  may  indeed  wafh  away  from  it,,  but  can¬ 
not  infuie  a  new  quality  into  it :  For  fuch  a  Nature  as  Mercury 
had  when  reduced  into  Powder,  and  mortified  by  fublimation! 

it  keep  being  revivifyed  by  Water : 
This  I  am  willing  to  fay  with  Reverence  and  Honour  to  the 
faid  Arnold ,  but  I  confider  and  defend  the  Truth  of  Nature  and 
Experiment.  About  the  end  of  his  Epiflle  to  Thomas. 

But  be  it  what  it  will ,  it  confifls  not  with  our  Prudence  to  adhere 
to  any  Opinions,  of  what  Authority  foever ,  but  to  Truth  alone  ;  in 
which  refpett  we  fay  Argent  vive  is  neither  cold ,  nor  hot ,  yet.  that 
king  of  eafier  diffolut ion  than  the  ref  of  the  Metals ,  it  is  mf  fit  for- 
this  kind  fl/Menftruums  ;  and  that  the  Mercurial  Waters  prepared 
from  it,  may  by  Chymical  Liberty  be  ai/fo/Hell-r  n  es,  though  lefides 
thefe  Waters  the  Adepts  call  alfo  other  Menftruums  Infernal  Fire, 
of  whichfortis  the  acetum  acerrimum  of  Ripley  in  the  Fifth  Kind': 
But  the  following  Arguments  taken  out  of  the  Text  it  felf  do  prove, 
that  Arnold,  Lully  s  Majler,  was  as  to  his  reducing  of  .Argent  vive 
mto.  thefirfi  Matter  or  Effenee,  not  Sufficiently  underfeed ,  and  m  if. 

*  obferved 
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°hferved  hy  Bernhard,  taking  Aqua  ferv.en sfor  common  hoy  ling  Wa- 
ter  :  Arnold  divided  the  Second  Book  of  his  Rofary  into  four 
Principal  Works  ;  which  are, Solution,  Ablution,  Reduftion,  and 
Fixion,  as  appears  hy  the  fir  ft  Chapter  of  the  ajorefaid  Book  :  Of 
theftrftWork,  namely,  the  Diffolixtlon  of  the  Stone,  in  the  fecond 
Chapter,  thus  :  You  mud  dilTolve  the  Stone  [Gold  or  Silver ) 
being  dry  and  thick,  into  Argent  z rive,  that  it  may  be  reduced 
into  its  firft  Matter ;  and  all  this  is  done  by  Argent  vive  only,  it 
alone  having  the  Power  of  converting  Sol  and  Luna  into  their 
firft  Matter  ,•  but  Argent  vive  having  a  terreftrial  and  aduftible 
feculency  in  it  without  inflammation,  and  fubftance  of  aqueity, 
you  muft  of  neceffity  take  away  that  which  is  fuperfluous,  and 
fupply  what  is  wanting,  if  youdefirea  compleat  Medicine  ;  but 
the  Earthly  feculency  is  to  be  wholly  taken  away  by  fullimati- 
on,  <S>V.  This  fuhlimation  or  depuration  of  Mercury  he  defcriles  in 
the  third  Chapter  following  :  The  Cralt  ( 'Way )  therefore  of  re- 
moving  the  Earthy  fuperfluous  fubftance  from  it,  is  to  fublime 
it  once  or  twice  with  Vi  tram  {Vitriol formerly  fo  called')  and  Salt, 
till  the  fubftance  of  it  becomes  moil  white,  having  afcended 
moft  white,  caft  it  into  Aqua  fervens, till  it  returns  into  Argent  vi¬ 
ve-,  then  take  the  Water  from  it,  and  Work  with  it,  becaufe  it 
is  not  good  to  operate  with  it,  except  it  be  firft  pimjyed  this 
way  :  and  therefore  faith  Avicen, The  things  to  begin  with, 

is  the  fublimation  of  Mercury,  after  that, the  foiution  of  it,  that 
it  may  return  into  its  firft  Matter,  and  fublime  it  wholly: 
Then  put  clean  Bodies  in  the  lame,  weighed  into  this  clean  Mer* 
cury,  &c. 

If  we  re  [pelt  the  found  of  the  Words,  Bernard  in  his  long  Argumen¬ 
tation  corrected  Arnold  defervedly,  hut  if  the  Senfe  of  the  Words, 
here  is  nothing  deferving  C  or  r  ell  ion  :  Aqua  fervens,  the  Name  of 
Arnolds  Menftruum,  is  the  chief  and-almoft  only  thing  concealed  hy 
Arnold  in  the  whole  Fr alike  of  his  Book ,  which  had  he  manifefted, 
he  would  have  pr  oft  Anted  all  the  more  fecret  Chymy  ;  hut  That  he 
meant  not  common  hoy  ling  Water, is  proved  hy  the  following  confide  ra¬ 
tions* 

i.  Gold  or  Silver  muft  he  diffolved  into  Argent  vive,  or  the  firft 
matter, firft  Being,  Effence ,  &c.  hy  -Argent  vive,  not  common,  hut 
Philofophica/ly  prepared  :  Nothing  reduceth  Gold  into  a  firft  Matter , 
hut  a  firft  Matter  gas  here  the  firft  Matter  of  common  Mercury ,  clean 
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Mercury,  or  the  Mercury  of  Mercury .  The  Adepts  have  a  Rule, 
That  a  firfl  Matter  prepares  a  firft  Matter  ;  Therefore  as  Menu - 
ry  prepares  Mer  cury  \  an  Effence'  an  Effence  ;  a  Magiftery  a  Magi- 
Jlery  ;  fo  the  Philofophers  Mercury ,  or  the  primum  Ens,  Effence , 
&c.  of  Sol  or  Luna,  cannot  he  prepared  hut  hy  the  Philofophers 
Mercury ,  primum  Errs,  or  fome  Effence  ;  wherefore  hy  Acyx aiervens 
in  this  Receipt,  we  tinder ff and  the  Effence  of  Mercury ,  hut  not  in  the 
leaf  common  hoy  ling  Water. 

2.  Clean  Argent  vive,  or  the  firfl  Matter  of  Mercury ,  made  of 
Argent  vive fuhlimed  hy  Aqua  fervens,  cannot  he  running  Mercum 
ry,  hbcauje  it  is  in  the  Form  of  a  Liquor  :  For, 

FUJI,  The  diffdution  of  Gold  made  with  this  clean  Mercury  is  to 
he  fitted.  Grind  time  after  time,  and  imbibe,  and  boyl  in  Bal- 
neo,  then  diftil  through  a  Filter,  till  it  (meaning  the  Metal  diffoL 
ved  in  the  Menilruum,  Chap.  3  f)  goes  through.  ** 

Secondly,  In  the  Diffoluiion  of  Gold,  the  Tinlture  only  is  extrail « 
ed,  the  Body  being  left.  Be  patient,  faith  he,  and  extraCt  not  the 
TinCture  haftily,  nor  feek  to  have  things  perfedt  haftily  orfwift- 
ly~,  for  the  firft  Error  in  this  Art  is  hafie,  (Sc.  Bodies  diffblved- 
are  reduced  to  the  Nature  of  a  Spirit,  and  are  never  feparated,  as 
neither  Water  mixed  with  Water,  and  that  becaufe  Nature  re¬ 
joy  ceth  in  Nature,  astheSpoufe  isjoyned  with  the  Bridegroom,* 
but  thofe  things  which  are  not  diflclved,  have  not  pure  parts, 
except  they  be  mollified.  Therefore,  my  deareft,  you  want 
wherewith  to  operatfc  in  the  diflbiution  of  the  Stone,  that  is,  you 
xnuft  feparate  their  purer  parts  from  them,  that  the  Work  may¬ 
be  effected  with  lighter,  the  heavier  parts  being  caft  away* 
Cap :  3 . 

Thirdly,  Mercury ,  or  the  firfl  Matter  of  Gold  prepared  with  clean 
Mercury ,  is  alfo  liquid .  Chap.  3.  The  beginning  of  our  Work  is 
todifToJve  our  Stone  ( Gold  or  Silver )  into  Mercury,  or  into  a 
Mercurial  Water,  Chap.  4.  No  wonder  therefore  if  Mercury  pre¬ 
pared  hy  Aquafervens/e  called  Water":  It  is  faith  he,  expedient  to 
diffolve  Bodies  by  Water,  that  is,  by  Argent  vive .  Cap.  3. 

Fourthly,  Becaufe  it  extralls  an  Oyl  from  every  thing..  Put, 
faith  he,  of  thepureft  Mercury  fo  much  as  to  fwini  four  Fingers, 
or  more,  which  is  better  upon  the  fubftanceof  the  Body,  irom 
which  you  would  extract  an  Oyl,  then  kindle  a  gentle  Fire  un¬ 
der  it  tdl  you  fee  the  Oyl,  that  is,  the  Air  of  it,  by  little  and  lit- 


-  (  13*  ) 

tie  afcend,  or  be  elevated  upon  the  Mercury;  gather  it  warily, 
and  keep  it  apart,  &c.  Cap-  io. 

3.  This  Procefs  of  Arnold  is  ordinary ,  and  call d  by  the  Adepts, 
The  way  of  feparating  the  Elements,  which  cannot  he  done  with¬ 
out  either  a  Vegetable  or  Mineral  Men  ft  r  uu  m. 

4.  Aqua  fervens  among  the  Adepts  is  the  ufual  Name  of  Men- 
ftruum.  Difiolve, faith  Lully,  the  pureft  Sol  in  its  own  Aqua 
fervens ,  then  feparate  the  Phlegm,  and  the  Sol  will  remain  be- 
law,  &c-  Codicil,  cap-  43.  Pag -  203.  That  Fire  burns  Gold 
more  than  Elemental  Fire,  becaufe  it  contains  heat  of  a  terre- 
flrial  Nature,  and  refolves  without  any  fortitude  (force,  effervej- 
cence ,  or  corrofion )  which  common  Fire  cannot  do;  we  therefore 
enjoy n  you  to  make  the  Magiftery  of  the  hotteft  things  you  can 
get,  and  you  will  have  an  Aqua  calida,  which  refolves  every 
ftrong  thing.  Vade  mecum-  Pag-  272. 

Which  Form  of  Speech  Bernhard  himfelf  knew,  out  of  Mori - 
enus  :  Saying,  Know  that  our  Laton  is  red,  but  of  no  benefit  to 
us,  till  it  be  made  white  :  Know  alfo,  that  Aqua  tepida  :  calida , 
*  anc|  fervens,  Synonimds  of  one  Menftruum)  penetrates  -and 
whitens,  even  as  it  felt  is  ( white f)  and  a  moift  vaporous  Fire  ef¬ 
fects  all  things :  Again  Bendegid,  Johannes  Mehungus,  and  Haly  : 
You  that  feeking  Day  and  Night  fpend  your  Mony,  wafte 
your  Wealth,  and  Time,  tormenting  your  Wits  in  vain  about 
the  fubtilties  of  Books,  I  admoniili  you  out  of  Charity,  through 
Companion,  as  a  Father  moved  toward  his  Son,  that  you  would, 
I  fay,  whiten  the  red  Laton  by  a  white  odoriferous  Aqua  tepida, 
but  tear  fo  many  Sophiftical  Books,  fo  many  Methods,  and 
leave  fuch  great  lubtilties ;  believe  me,  that  it  may  be  well  with 
you.  Lib.  Alchym.  yy o.  Vol-Theat -  ii-Chym- 

5-  It  is  by  the  blacknefs  of  the  dijfolution  proved,  that  Arnold’s 
Aqua  fervens  was  a  fim pie  Vegetable  Menftruum  ;  the  black  ap¬ 
pearing  above,  faith  he,  gather  apart,  becaufe  that  is  the  OyJ, 
and  the  true  fign  of  diffolution,  becaufe  this  which  is  diflolved, 
attains  to  the  end  of  fublimity,  and  is  therefore  feparated  from 
the  lower  parts,  afeending  upwards,  and  afpiring  to  higher  pla¬ 
ces.  Cap-  3.  Rofarii-  *  ' 

Theje  things  we  are  willing  to  fay ,  not  impeaching  the  Reverence 
■and  Honour  of  Bernhard,  but  we  contemplate  and  defend  the  Truth 
and  Experiment  of  Arnold.  •  i 


The 
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The  Ninth  KIND. 


Vegetable  Compounded  Menitruums  made 


of  Simple  vegetable  Menllruums,  and 


ibings  tinging. ,  being  fir  ft  fixed. 


5 1  •  The  Circulatum  majus,or  Metallic k.  Acetum 


acerrimum  of  Paracelfus. 
Lib.  io.  Arch.pag.  38. 


\ 


\ 


F  common  Mercury  ought  to  be  reduced  into  the  firft  li- 


i  quid  Being,  then  is  it  firft  to  be  mortify ’d,  and  deprived  of 
a  its  Form,  and  that  is  done  by  feveral  fublimations  with  Vi¬ 
triol  and  common  Salt,  that  at  laft  it  may  be  made  like  fixed 
Criftal:  Then  difiolve  it  in  its  Matrix,  namely,  in  the  primum 
Ens  of  Salt,  (the  Circulatum  minus  made  of  Salt,  or  the  Water  of 
Salt  circulated  defer ibed  above  in  Numb.  2,7.)  putrify  a  Month; 
add  to  it  new  Arcanum  of  Salt  ( Circulatum  minus ))  that  the  im** 
pure  may  be  precipitated  to  the  bottom,  but  the  pure  turn  d  into 
Criflals  :  fuJblime  the  fame  in  a  clofe  Reverberatory,  being  fuh^ 
limed, turn  it  up  continually,  till  it  comes  to  a  rednefs ;  this  fub- 
limation  extract  with  the  Spirit  of  Wine  rectify ed  to  the  high-* 
eft  ( PhilofophicalWine )  federate  the  Spirit  of  Wine  (by  dift illati¬ 
on)  the  remainder  (the  dry  Tincture  or  Crocus  of  Mercury)  difiolve 
upon  a  Marble,  (per  deUquium )  and  digeft  for  a  Month,  pour 
new  Spirit  of  Wine  to  it,  digeft  for  a  time,  and  diftil ;  Then 
willthe  Arcanum  of  the  primum  Ens ,  or  firft  being  of  Mercury 
rife  over  in  a  liquid  fubftance,  which  is  by  the  Philofophers  cal¬ 
led  Metallick  Acetum  acerrimum ,  and  in  our  Archidoxyes  Circu¬ 
latum  majus  :  And  the  fame  is  to  be  underftood  of  Antimony, 
Gemms,  and  all  other  Metals. 


V 


Annota* 
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Annotations, 

/  MT^Hereis  a  great  difference  between  this  and  the  precedent  Kind, 
■1  though  they  loth  treat  of  Mercurial  Waters  :  the  antecedent 
were  made  of  crude  Mercury  :  This  Circulatum  0/ Paracelfus,  is 
indeed  made  of  Mercury ,  hut  firfl  fixed  :  The  precedent  were  moft 
clear ;  thefe  greater  Circulatums  are  indeed  moft  clear,  hut  alfo  moft 
red ,  and  fo  much  letter  in  their  Tinftures  than  the  precedent .  The 
Receipt  we  will  confider  as  divided  into  its  parts, in  the  fir  ft  of  which 
Paracelfus  fu  Himes  Argent  vive  fo  often ,  till  it  he  made  like  fixed 
Criftal,  that  is,  like  mineral  or  common  Criftal ,  clear  and  tranfpa- 
rent  :  As  this  part  is  common ,  fo  it  lefs  needs  explaining.  In  his 
Book,  De  Renovat  &  Reftaur.  he  takes  only  Mineral  Gold  or  Anti¬ 
mony  for  the  fame  Work,  which  Bodies  notwithftanding  are  more 
hound  up  than  the  open  Metal,  Mercury  ;  and  for  this  reafon  it  may 
feem  to  he  fit  enough  for  diffolution  in  Circulated  Salt  without  fubli- 
mation  :  For  the  illuftration  of  the  Receipt ,  we  will  add  the  Defcri - 
ption  of  the  faid  Booh 

Take  of  mineral  Gold  or  Antimony  moll:  finely  ground  one 
Pound,  oi  Salt  Circulated  four  Pounds,  being  mixed,  digeftthem 
together  in  Horfe-Dung  for  a  Month  ;  from  thence  will  fpring 
a  Water,  wherefore  the  puremuft  befeparatedfrom  the  impure, 
coagulate  it  into  a  Stone,  which  calcine  with  Wine  cenificated 
( lenificated j  and  feparate  again,  and  difiolve  upon  a  Marble  : 
Let  this  Water  be  putrified  for  a  Month,  from  it  wx!l  be  produ¬ 
ced  a  Liquor,  wherein  are  all  fuch  Signs,  as  in  the  primum  Ens  of 
Gold  or  Antimony,  wherefore  we  defervedly  call  it  the  primum 
Ens  of  thofe  things:  It  is  no  other  wife  to  be  underflood  of  Mer¬ 
cury,  and  other  things  alfo. 

In  thefecond part,  he  diffolves  Mercury  being  fofuhlimed,  in  Salt 
Circulated,  the  primum  Ens  of  Salt,  'the  Arcanum  of  Salt,  the 
Water  of  Salt  Circulated,  (Synonimds  of  Paracelfus  his  Circula¬ 
tum  minus) putrifies  or  digefls,  precipitates  with  new  Circulated 
Salt,  filters,  and  laftly  reduceth  it  into  Criftals,  or  Philofophical  Vi¬ 
triol  In  the  Receipt  of  Lib.  de  Renov.  he  adds  the  weights  of 
things :  Take  faith  he,  of  mineral  Gold  or  Antimony  one  Pound 
of  Salt  Circulated  four  Pounds,  and  then  digefls,  and  feparates 
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the  impure  from  the  pure,  and  coagulates  into  Criftals.  Some¬ 
times  he  dijfolves  Bodies  hy  fome  mineral  Menftruumf  which  he 
draws  off  two  or  three  times  from  them,  andfweetens  them  again  ly 
taking  away  all  the  acidity  jo  far  as  he  is  able  with  common  Water  : 
Thus  he  dijfolves  common  Sulphur  in  the  jlrongeft  Aqua  fortis  (Pa- 
racelfus  his  Aquaregis,  to  be  defer iled  in  the  eighteenth  Kind)  co¬ 
hob  ate  s  three  times  into  a  black  Matter ,  which  he  fwee tens  with  df 
filled  Water,  Libro  de  morte  rerum. 

For  it  is  much  at  one ,  whether  Gold  or  Antimony  be  diffolved  by 
the  Circulatum  minus  only ,  and  reduced  into  a  Philojophical  Vi¬ 
triol  ;  or  whether  Argent  vi ve,for  the  abbreviation  of  time ,  be  in 
tbe  fublimation  of  it  firjl  impregnated  with  the  acidity  of  Salts ,  and 
Jo  made  more  open  for  the  Work ,  and  then  mixed  with  the  Circulatum 
minus,  purified  by  digeflion  and  precipitation,  and  laflly  reduced  into 
a  Philofophical  Vitriol ;  or  whether  to  make  the  time  yet  Jhorter , 
Sulphur  be  mixed  with  a  mineral  Menftruum,  that  is,  an  acid,  and 
the  Circulatum  minus  mixed  together,  and  then  freed  from  the 
acid,  jo  as  with  the  Circulatum  minus  to  be  made  the  fame  Philo¬ 
fophical  Vitriol ;  for  which  way  foever  Philofophical  Vitriol  is  made, 
it  yome s  to  one  and  the  fame  effell :  but  of  theje  Vitriols  hereafter  in 

the  Receipts  of  mineral  Menltruums. 

In  the  third  part,  he  fublimes  the  Stones  or  Criflals  of  the  Mercu¬ 
ry.  in  a  clofe  Reverberatory  ( that  is,  a  Philojophical  Egg)  always 
turning  it  up,  till  the  Vitriol  oj  the  Mercury  is  at  length  fixed  into  a 
rnofl  red  Precipitate .y  This  part  the  Sublimations  of  Sulphur  and  An¬ 
timony  in  a  clofe  Reverberatory  will  illuftrate-  The  flrongefl  Aqua 
fortis  being  often  drawn  off  f Com  the  Sulphur,  the  remaining  matter 
being  made  thereby  black,  and  then  fiveetned,  he  reverberates,  that 
is,  fublimes  in  a  clofe  Reverberatory ,  and  being  fub limed,  turns  up  the 
clofe  Reverberatory,  or  Philofophical  Eggj'o  oft,  and  continually  till 
it  comes  to  a  rednefs,  as  Antimony ,  faith  he,  which  will  become 
firft  white  (Jublimate  )  then  yellow,  thirdly  red,  (_ precipitate J  as 
Cinnabar;  which  being  obtained, you  ought  to  rejoy  ce,  lor  it  is 
the  beginning  of  your  Riches :  This  reverberated  Sulphur  gives 
a  moft  deep  tindture  to  any  Luna,  reducing  it  into  moft  excellent 
Gold,  and  prefervesa  Man’s  Body  in  moft  perfedt  Health  :  Inis 
reverberated  fixed  Sulphur  ( obfervej  is  or  fo  great  Virtue,  as  is 
not  fitting  to  declare.  Libro .  de  morte  reruns  pag>  9  5*  • 

The  Reverberation  of  Antimony  is  in  pag.  67.  Chyr .  major  is. 

y  z  -  thus  : 
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bus :  Take  of  Antimony  reduced  into  a  moft  fine  Alcool,  (into 
Philofophical  Vitriol  with  the  Circulatum  minus,  ly  the  way  of 
Mercury  in  the  Circulatum  majus  ;  or  again  into  a  black  and fweet- 
ned  matter  ly  the  way  of  Sulphur  f)  what  quantity  you  will,  let  it 
be  reverberated  in  a  clofe  Reverberatory  for  the  fpace  of  one 
Month  (continually  turning  up  the  Reverberatory ,  till  the  matter 
will  he  no  more  fublimed)  and  it  will  be  Volatile  and  Light,  firfl 
White,  then  Yellow,  then  Red,  laftly  of  a  Purple  or  Violet  Co¬ 
lour  :  The  Antimony  being  thus  fixed  by fullimation,  he  extraSls  the 
t in blur e,  by  the  Spirit  ^  Philofophical  Wine,  which  tintlure  he 
calls  the  moft  Nolle ,  moft  Precious ,  and  only  not  Divine  Eftence  of 
Lily.  V 

In  the  fourth  part  he  dijfolves  Mercury  being  precipitated ,  andex- 
trailed  by  the  Spirit  0/ Philofophical  Wine,  per  deliquium,  and 
digefts  with  new  Spirit  ^Philofophical  Wine,<aW  cohobates ,  till  it 
qjcends  through  the  Alembic k  into  the  primum  Ens  or  E (fence  of 
Mercury ,  Mercury  Circulated ,  the.  Circulatum  majus  prepared  from 
Mercury ,  &c. 


■,  '  In  the  Receipt  we  obferve,  - 
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1.  That  Argent  vive,  Antimony,  Sulphur ,yea  Gold,  Silver ,  and 
all  the  other  Metals ,  being  dijfolved  in  fome  ftmple  Vegetable  Men- 
ftruum,  then  reverberated ,  or  by  fullimation fixed ,  dijfolved  per 
deliquium,  and diftill d  into  a  liquid '  fub fiance, are  Argent  vive,  An¬ 
timony ,  Sulphur ,  Gold ,  Silver ,  &c.  Circulated ,  0r  the  Circulatum 
majus  made  of  Mercury,  Antimony ,  Sulphur ,  &c. 

2.  Tfe  /fe/0  Menftruums  ^  called  Circulatums,  becaufe  they 
were  by  the  ancient  Philofophers  Circulated  for  the  fpace  of  thirty 
or  forty,  fometimes  ftxty  Days. 

3.  That  thefe  are  called  the  greater  Circulatums,  to  be  diftin - 
guifhed  from  the  lefts  Circulatums,  being  lefts  excellent ,  the  greater 
having  greater  ftrength,  and  communicating  tinflure  to  things  that 
are  dijfolved  in  them . 

4.  That  thefe  Cixcxxh,tx\ms  are  the  firft  Beings,  graduated 

Efiences  0/"  Metals  and  Minerals ,  among ft  things  Volatile  no¬ 

thing  can  be  more  excellent  than  they ,  they  beingexalted  from  a  fixed 
Eftence  or  Aftrum;/#/0  a  much  more  Nolle  Eft e nee,  called  an  Arca¬ 
num. 

5.  That 
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y.  That  thefe  Circulatums  are  Medicines,  or  Medicinal  Area- 

nums*  -  *  •  \ 

6.  That  thefe  Circulatums  me  moft  red  Sublime  the^tones, 
faith  P^racelfus,  till  they  come  to  rednefs.  He  ext  rafts  the  tin- 
fture  of  Lily  out  of  Antimony  reverberated  to  a  Purple  or  Violet 
Colour  ;  but  makes  the  Soul  of  Metals  out  of  Sulphur  reverberated , 
of  which  thus  :  What  Hermes  laid,  that  the  Soul  alone  is  the 
means  of  joyning  the  Spirit  to  the  Body,  was  not  impertinently 
fpoken:  For  Sulphur  bejng  that  Soul,  and  maturing  and  exceed¬ 
ing  all  things,  as  Fire,  it  will  be  alfo  able  to  bind  the  Spirit  with 
the  Body,  and  incorporate  and  unite  them  together,  fo  as  from 
thence  to  produce  a  very  Noble  Body  :  The  vulgar  combufti- 
ble  Sulphur  is  not  to  be  reputed  the  Soul  of  Metals,  but  the  Soul 
is  fomething  more  than  a  combuftible  and  corruptible  Body, 
and  therefore  cannot  be  burned  by  any  Fire,  being  all  Fire  it 
felf,  and  indeed  it  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  Qgintelience  of  Sul¬ 
phur,  which  is  extracted  out  of  Sulphur  reverberated  by  the 
Spirit  of  ( 'PhilcfophicaPjVPine ,  and  is  of  a  red  Colour,  and  clear 
as  a  Ruby:  Which  is  indeed  a  great  and  notable  Arcanum  to 
tranfmute  white  Bodies,  and  to  coagulate  running  Mercury  in¬ 
to  fixed  and  tefted  Gold  :  Accept  this  as  commended  to  you  to 
make  you  Rich,  and  you  have  reafon  to  be  content  with  this 
only  Secret  for  the  tranfmutation  of  Metals.  Lib .  i.  de  gener . 
rerum ,  NaUpag.  87.  If  Mercury,  Antimony ,  and  Sulphur  fixed  by 
reverberation ,  and  the  Spirit  of  Fhilofophical  Wine  drawn  off,  be 
red ,  and  diaphanous  as  a  Ruby,  it  follows  that  the  fame  Bodies ,  vo¬ 
latilized  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  do  become  more 
red from  hence  we  obferve ,  that  the  Menftruums  of  Diana  are  of 
divers  Colours,  fometimes  white ,  milky  and  opake  ;  fometimes  mojl 
clear.,  fometimes  again  mo (l  red  and  mojl  tranf parent ;  fo  that  the 
Arguments  ^/Bernhard,  denying  tie  diaphaneity  of  Menftruums, 
may  be  eafily  refolved :  Where  Fools,  faith  he,  do  out  of  the  lels 
Minerals  extract  corrofive  'Waters,  into  which  they  put  any  fort 
of  Metals,  and  corrode  them :  for  they  think  that  therefore  they 
are  diffolved  by  a  Natural  folution,  which  folution  indeed  re¬ 
quires  permanence  together,  that  is,  or  the  diilolvent,  and  the 
difiblved,  that  from  both,  as  from  the  Mafculme  and  feminine 
Seed  a  new  Species  may  refult:  I  tell  you  truly,  no  Water  dif- 

folves  a  Metallick  Species  by  Natural  R.edu£tlon,  but  that  which 

remains 


v 
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remains  with  it  in  matter  and  form,  and  which  the  diflblved 
Metals  are  able  to  recongeal ;  which  happens  not  in  any  fort  of 
Aquafortis,  but  is  rather  a  defiling  of  the  Compofition,  that  is, 
the  Body  that  is  to  be  diflblved  :  Nor  is  that  Water  pertinent  to 
Bodies  in  folution,  which  remains  not  with  them  in  congelati¬ 
ons  ,*  Mercury  is  of  this  fort,  and  not  Aquafortis ,  or  that  which 
Fools  efteem  Mercurial  Water,  clear  and  diaphanous  :  For  if 
they  divide  and  obftrud  the  Homogeneity  of  Mercury,  how 
will  the  firft  proportion  of  the  Feminine  Seed  hand  and  be  pre- 
ferved  ?  Pag .  60.  Epift .  adThomam.  The  Elixir  and  A*zoth  (he 
goes  on)  that  is,  the  Vital  Spirit  (Spirit  of  Life,  Philofophical 
Aqua  vitas)  and  fugitive  Soul  (animated  Spirit)  are  not  diapha¬ 
nous  nor  tranfparent,  nor  clear  as  the  Tear  of  ones  Eye,  nor  any 
diflblving  Spirit.  Pag.94.  Ejufd.  Epifl.  Which  cannot  be  done 
in  a  diaphanous,  clear  and  tranfparent  Liquor  :  becaufe,  if  the 
aforefaid  Elixir  and  Azoth,  that  is,  Spirit  and  Soul  had  or  could 
ihew  any  diaphaneity,  the  Earth  would  now  in  proportion  have 
difmifled  the  Water,  and  fepa rated  it  felf  from  it,  whereas  other- 
wife  it  would  have  infpiflated  and  coagulated  the  parts  of  it, 
caufed  an  opacity  in  the  Elixir  and  Azoth,  and  made  the  Me- 
taliick  Form  to  hand  congelable  .*  For  in  reftringing  fixed  Me- 
tailick  Species,  the  reftringer  muft  of  neceflity  ad  upon  the  re- 
firingihle,  and  the  congealer  upon  the  congelable,  which  can¬ 
not  be  done  in  the  aforefaid  diaphanous  and  clear  Water  :  other- 
wife  it  is  in  Vegetables,  in  which  a  Ample  and  diaphanous  Water 
is  by  decodion  infpiflated  in  thofe  Vegetables,  which  notwith- 
ftanding  vanifheth  and  evaporates  at  length  by  the  Tryal  of 
JPire,  becaufe  it  is  not  permanent  and  fixed  in  the  Compofition, 
not  having  an  Earth  Naturally  Homogeneous  to  it  in  Compofi¬ 
tion  with  it,  as  Argent  vive  has ;  which  Earth  is  indeed  the  caufe 
of  permanent  fixion  in  things  Homogeneous ;  wherefore  Ample 
Water  cannot  by  congelationbe  fixed  with  Vegetables,  as  Mer¬ 
cury  with  Metals :  It  therefore  Mercury  hath  received  diapha¬ 
neity  in  the  Philofophers  Work,  it  will  remain  in  the  quality  of 
an  irreftringible  fubflance,  and  will  not  be  congealed  upon  La- 
ton  as  to  a  Metallick  Form,  Species,  and  Proportion,  which  car¬ 
ries  the  congelation  of  it  felf  neither  with  it,  nor  in  it,  as  Water 
does  Earth,  which  Earth,  as  aforefaid,  is  indeed  Mercurial,  and 
the  firft  caufe  of  infpiflation,  coagulation,  and  fixation :  If  there¬ 
fore 
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fore  that  Water  remains  not  inMetallick  Proportion,  how  can 
the  like  Species  be  produced  from  this  Compofition  >  They 
therefore,  that  think  fo  to  extract  a  clear  tranfparent  Water  out 
of  Mercury,  and  work  many  wonders  by  it,  are  in  an  Error ; 
for  fuppofe  they  can  make  fuch  a  Water,  yet  would  it  be  of  no 
advantage  to  the  Work,  nor  to  the  Nature  and  Proportion  of  it 
nor  could  it  reftore  or  ereft  a  perleft  Metallick  Species  5  for  fo 
foonas  Mercury  is  altered  from  its  firft  Nature,  fo  foon  is  it  ex¬ 
cluded  from  being  an  ingredient  to  oUrPhilofophieal  Work,  be- 
caufe  it  hath  loft  itsSpermatick  and  Metallick  Nature  :  By  thefe 
things  .therefore  it  is  known,  what  Truth  your  Opinion  con¬ 
tains,  and  wherein  it  is  contrary  and  abfurd,  ^  you  afferting  it  to 
be  neceflary,  in  order  to  perfect  the  great  Elixir,  to  have  a  Gum, 
in  which  are  all  things  neceflary  to  it,  containing  the  four  Ele¬ 
ments,  and  is  a  moil  clear  Water  as  the  Tear  of  an  Eve,  made 
Spiritual,  which  caufeth  Gold  to  be  a  meer  Spirit :  For  one  Bo¬ 
dy  penetrates  not  another,  but  a  pure  Spiritual  iubftance  con¬ 
gealed,  is  that  which  penetrates  and  tingeth  a  Body.  Be  it,  as 
you  fay,  my  Honoured  Doftor !  that  Natures  are  not  joy n’d 
withouta  Gum,  orOyly  Matter,  &c. 

Had  Bernhard  difputed  only  again/I  every  Mercurial  Water  not 
permanent ,  made  diaphanous  with  Aqua  fortis,  or  any  other  vulgar 
Menftruum,  and  not  alfo  againfi  the  moft  clear  Mercurial  Water  of 
Thomas  d^  Monona, then  the  /teguments  0  for  of  aid  lead  been  of  great 
ftrength  ;  but  now  the  objections  againjl  the  limpidity  i/Menltruums 
as  well  of  this  as  other  Adepts,  are  of  no  validity.  ~  The  fame  Earth , 
which  being  lefs  than  well  dijfolved ,  is  the  cauj'e  of  opacity  in  Bern¬ 
hard’s  permanent  Menftruum,  the very fame  exattly  dijfolved  is  the 
caufe  of  limpidity  with  Thomas,  infpijfating  and  coagulating  the 
Water,  as  well,  if  not  letter ,  than  if  it  had  been  lefs  dijfolved.  The 
diaphaneity  o/Menftruums  is  defended  by  Lully,  Parifinus,  and 
moft  of  the  Adepts:  Lully  proclaims  /.wCcelum  Vinofum  to  he 
clear,  bright,  and  refplendent  as  the  Stars  of  Heaven.  Ta  Teft. 
novif.pag.  8.  Of  which  very  Menftruum  Parifinus  thus,  in  Appen - 
dice  Elucidarii,  pag.  a  7  y.  Vol.  6.  Theat.  Chym.  Then  will  you 
fee  a  QAnieflence  brighter  and  clearer  than  a  Diamond,  which 
exceeds  the  fplendor  of  the  Stars,  fo  as  to  be  doubted ,  whether 
it  be  contained  in  the  Glafs,  or  no. 
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Vegetable  Menftruums  compounded  made 
of  Vegetable  Menftruums  compounded r, 
and  M.et  alii  ck  Bodies , 

-  \  .  ?  v  r  ,  /g  -  ~ .  " 

52.  The  Neapolitan  Menftraum  0/  Lully. 

Exper.  1 3. 

TAke  Z#jm,  and  calcine  with  common  Argent  vive,  that 
is,  by  amalgaming,  and  then  grinding  the  Amalgame 
with  common  Salt  prepared,  then  evaporate  the  Mer¬ 
cury  with  a  moft  gentle  Fire,  then  take  away  the  Salt  with  hot 
Water  diftdied,  and  fo  you  will  have  Luna  calcined.  Take  the 
calcined  Luna,  and  pour  to  it  four  parts  of  the  Mercurial  Water 
{defer iled  , by  the  three  hot  Fejfels  before  in  Numb.  4 6.)  and  the 
Vellel  being  covered  with  its  Antenotorium  fet  upon  Allies,  fo  as 
to  boyl  gently,  and  you  will  perceive  a  Green  or  Sea  Colour, 
which  Liquor  pour  warily  into  another  Vellel,  fo  that  the  Faeces 
be  not  difturb’d,  the  Matter  remaining  at  the  bottom  dry  with 
an  eafie  Fire,  like  the  heat  of  the  Sun  :  Then  know  the  weight 
of  the  faid  Calx ,  and  pour  again  four  parts  of  the  faid  Mercurial 
Water  upon,  one  pa  it  of  the  laid  Calx ,  and  the  Veflel  being  cover¬ 
ed  with  its  Antenotorium ,  as  above,  let  it  boyl  again  gently,  the 
diflblution  pour  into  another  Vellel  as  before,  and  joyn  it  with 
thefirft  diilolution  ;  but  remember  to  keep  the  faid  dilfolved 
Matter  continually  in  Balneo,  till  the  whole  Work  of  dilTolution 
is  compleated  ;  repeating  the  Magiftery  fo  oft,  till  the  whole 
Body  of  Luna  be  fully  dillolved  and  decanted  over,  which  has 
indeed  hapned  to  us  at  thelecond  time,  and  fet  it  in  putrefaftion 

fourteen 
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fourteen  Days:  Then  put  it  in  an-Urifial,  with  its  Receiver  and 
Alembick,  very  well  luted,  and  diftil  in  a  Furnace  of  Afhes, 
then  increafe  the  Fire,  that  the  Soul  of  the  Body  may  afcend  in¬ 
to  its  Water:  The  Veflel  being  cold,  examine  the  weight  of 
the  Earth  of  Luna  remaining  in  the  bottom,  for  I  believe  of  one 
whole  Ounce  there  will  not  remain  above  two  Eights 
C  Drachms)  of  the  Body  not  diifolved,  the  reft  will  be  perfectly 
diflolved,  (that  is,  diftilled ; )  But  if  more  of  the  undiflolved 
Earth  remains,  then  pour  to  it  fo  much  of  its  Water  lately  diftil¬ 
led,  as  to  be  three  Fingers  above  it,  and  the  Veflel  being  cover¬ 
ed  with  an  Antenotorium,  put  it  in  Balneo  for  a  Natural  Day, 
then  taking  away  the  Antenotorium, and  putting  on  an  Alembick 
with  a  Receiver  very  clofe,  diftil  by  Allies  •  at  the  end  of  the 
diftillation  increafe  the  Fire  as  before  :  This  repeat,  till  the 
whole  Body  of  Luna  be  pafs’d  through  the  Alembick  by  an  airy 
revolution  ;  and  thus  will  you  by  the  Help  of  God  have  a 
Menjiruum,  with  which  you  may  diflolve  Sol. 

Annotations. 

Jtherto  we  have  ly  Argent  vive  acuated  either  the  Spirit  of 
-■  —  Phdofophical  Wine,  or  Menftruurns  made  with  this  Spirit 
ivaich  hadfo  good  a  faculty  of  diffolving ,  that  moftof  the  Adept  s  l/e- 
ing  content  with  thefe  Mercurial  Waters ,  defifled from  inquiring,  af¬ 
ter  flronger  Menftruums.  The  Mercurial  Water,  which  Lully  terms 
Glorious,  he  faith,  is  fufficient,  yea,  a  proper  Menftruum  to  make  the 
rhilojophers  Mercury,  or  Metallick  Sal  Armoniack,  out  of  all  Me - 
tals  and  Minerals.  You  muft  know,  faith  he,  my  Son !  that  in 
tne  Truth  and  Faith  of  God,  no  Sulphur  of  Nature  of  any  Metal 

can  be  fublimed  without  this  Water  of  common  Argent' vive. 
Teft.  Nevijf.  Pag.  i  z.  & 

But  in  this  Tenth  Kind  c/Menftruums,  the  Adepts  made  yet 
other  Menftruums,  adding  moreover  divers  Bodies,  according  to 
the  intended fever  al  ufes  to  the  aforefaid  Mercurial  Waters :  Lully, 
to  make  a  more  Nolle  Menftruum  for  the  dijfolution  of  Gold,  added 
Silver  to  the  Mercurial  Menftruum  :  If  perhaps  he  wanted  a  Men- 

rfT'fj  Fearls' he  ]°lned  Pearls  with  t^3e  Mercurial  Menftruum : 

JJ  he  h«d  a  mind  tomake  Aurum  potabile,  he  prepared  a  Menftruum 
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out  of  Gold  and  Silver ,  as  more  fuitahle  to  this  pnrpofeyyet  withfomc 
Mercurial  Menftruum,  and  fo  of  others ,  as  you  will  olferve  in  the 
following  Examples* 

53.  The  precious  Menftruum  for  Pearls 
-  of  Lully. 

In  Comp.  Animoe  tranfmut.  Pag.  Vol.  3. 

Theat.Chym. 


#• 


■'Ake  the  Liquor  of  Lunaria  of  the  third  or  fecond  re£Hfica- 
_  tion  ( Philofophical  Aqua  or  Jem  r  edify  ed)  pour  it  upon 
Argent  vive,  fo  as  to  fwim  three  Fingers  above  it,  and  putrefie 
three  Natural  Days,  and  a  great  part  of  it  will  be  diffolved  with 
the  Water  of  Lunaria,  which  decant,  and  pour  frelh  Liquor  up¬ 
on  the  Fxces,  putrefie  in  Dung  or  Balneo,  and  repeat  till  all  the 
Mercury  is  reduced  into  Water,thenjoyn  all  the  diftillations  to¬ 
gether,  and  draw  off  in  Balneo,  and  when  you  fee  it  in  a  manner 
thick,  Vo  as  to  be  half  a  Pound  of  the  Water  of  Mercury  and 
Argent  vive,  (Vegetable  and  Mineral)  putrifie  fix  Natural  Days, 
then  put  in  Pearls,  and  they  will  within  ten  Hours  be  diffolved, 
then  exuberate  them  by  the  way,  which  I  taught  in  the  exube- 
tation  of  Metals,  till  they  be  converted  into  a  (Sal  Armoniack ,  or 
Sulphur  batum  of  Pearls)  whereof  diffolve  one  Ounce  in  a 
Pound  of  its  Menftruum  aforefaid,  and  diflil  four  times,  then  put 
in  Pearls,  and  they  will  in  half  a  quarter  of  an  Hour  be  diflol- 
ved,  by  reafon  of  the  greater  fubtilty  of  the  Menftruum.  As  Sil¬ 
ver  isjoyned  to  the  MercurialMerftkxmxm  made  hy  the  three  Fire- 
hot  Veftels,  for  //^Neopolitan  Menftruum,  (which  maybe  fo  caltd, 
becaufe  it  was  reveal d  to  Lully  at  Neapolis  by  Arnold  de  villa 
nova)  fo  this  Menftruum  for  Pearls  is  made  of  the  Sal  Armoniack 
of  Pearls,  and  the  Mercurial  Menftruum ,  or  Glorious  P Vater  of  Mer¬ 
cury ,  which  if  they  be  Circulated  together  a  convenient  time,  you  will 
make  thereof  aCcelum  perlatum. 


54.  The 


/ 
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54.  The  Mercurial  compounded  Men- 

Jiruum  of  Lully . 

In  Experm.  34. 

TAke  three  Ounces  of  Luna ,  and  three  Ounces  of  &?/,  cal¬ 
cine  them  feverally  with  Mercury,  as  in  the  former  Ex¬ 
periments,  {in  the  Neapolitan  Menftruum)  then  evaporate  it 
from  the  faid  Metals,  being  calcined,  put  them  feverally  in  di- 
ftin£t  folutory  Veflels,  and  put  upon  them  fo  much  of  the  incal- 
cinated  Menftrmm  {defer ibed  before  in  Numb*  45>0  as  fwim 
four  Fingers  above  it:  cover  the  VelTel  with  an  Antenotoriumy 
putrifie  in  Balneotwo  Days,  and  two  Days  more  in  Allies  with  a 
heat  like  that  of  the  Sun,  decant  the  dmblution,  and  dry  the 
remainder  :  being  dryed,  pour  upon  them  of  the  incalcinated 
Menftrmm  again  as  before,  putrifying  in  a  clofe  Veflel  in  Balneo, 
then  upon  Allies,  and  emptying  the  feveral  diflolutions  {of  Gold 
and  Silver  )  into  their  feveral  Veflels  as  before :  If  any  thing  re¬ 
mains  undiflblved,dry  anddiflolve  as  before,  till  all  the  remain¬ 
der  be  fully  diflblved,  then  putrifie  both  diflolutions  twenty  Na¬ 
tural  Days,  being  putrifyed,  take  the  diflolutions,  and  put  them 
feverally  into  their  Urinals  with  their  Receivers,  and  having 
luted  the  Joynts  well,  diftil  the  Waters' of  both  {Metals)  in  Bal¬ 
neo  ;  in  the  bottom  of  the  Veflels  will  remain  the  Bodies  like 
melted  Honey  or  Oyl,  pour  upon  thofe  {Oyls)  again  of  their 
own  Waters  (The  Menftruum  novo  drawn  from  the  Oyls)  diflilled  ' 
only  by  Balneo,  fo  as  to  fwim  three  Fingers  above  the  Matter, 
cover  both  Veflels  with  their  Antenotoriums,  and  putrifie  for  a 
Natural  Day  :  then  takeaway  the  Antenotoriums,  and  put  on 
Alembicks,  lute  well,  and  diftil  upon  Allies,  laftly  increafe  the 
Fire,  that  the  Soul  or  Element  of  Air  may  pafs  over  into  both 
their  diflilled  Waters,  andlaft  of  all  increafe  the  Fire  to  the  high- 
eft  degree,  that  the  Element  of  Fire  may  pais  into  the  Air: 
But  to  the  Compofition  of  Luna  this  Rednefs  or  Fire  is  not  ne- 
ceflary  :  Diftillation  being  compleated,  let  the  Veflels  cool,  take 
the  Receivers  from  them,  and  keep  them  very  well  ftopp  d,  that 
they  may  not  refpire,  and  put  diflinft  Schedules  or  Infcripti- 

ous  upon  them,  that  when  you  have  occafion,  you  may  not  taKe 

X  2  one 
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one  for  the  other  :  Then  again  to  the  Earths  (of  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver,  left  in  dift illation)  pour  their  Waters  difHlled  by  Balneo  as 
before,  and  having  put  an  Antenotorium  to  it,  putrifie  as  before, 
then  diftil  by  Allies,  each  Veflel  having  its  own  Receiver,  where¬ 
in  you  kept  the  Souls  of  thofe  Bodies,  and  thus  repeat  the  Magi- 
ftery  till  the  Eartlis  are  exanimated  and  deftitute  of  radical 
moifture :  Then  take  thofe  Earths,  grind  well,  and  joyn  them 
together,  then  put  them  in  aGlafs  Egg,  and  keep  them  in  hot 
Aihes,  till  I  tell  you  what  to  do  with  them  :  Then  take  the  ani¬ 
mated  Spirit  of  Luna ,  and  reCtifteit  feven  times  in  Allies,  then 
take  theanimated  Spirit  of  Sol ,  and  after  the  fame  manner  reCti- 
fie  it  feven  times  in  Allies;  the  limofities  (remaining  Ear th) 
wliich  the  Spirit  of  Sol  will  in  every  rectification  ejeCt,  keep  ve¬ 
ry  clofc,  being  the  Element  of  Fire  (in  the. form  of  an  Earth. ) 
Having  reCtify  ed,  take  the  animated  Spirit  or  Sol,  and  the  ani¬ 
mated  Spirit  of  Luna,  and  joyn  them  together,  then  Circulate  in 
a  large  Veffel,  as  that  wherein  we  Circulated  the  fimple  Men- 
flruum  :  continue  this  Circulation  fixty  Days,  in  which  time 
you  will  have  a  true  Mineral  Menftruum  (not  acid ,  lut  made  of 
Minerals ,  as  Mercury, Gold,  and  Silver ,)  by  which  you  may  ope¬ 
rate  innumerable  Experiments. 

Hereto  ought  to  he.  referred  the  Menftruum  which  is  called  by 
Bafilius.  #  , 

t  '  *  sX, 

55.  The  Tweet  Spirit  of  Mercury  of  Bafilius.. 

Cap.  3.  Libri  de  rebus  nat.  is1  fupernat. 

^npAke  of  Natural  Cinabar,  or  Oar  of  Mercury,  and  of  the 
I  belt  Oar  of  Gold  equal  parts,  to  which  being  pulveriz¬ 
ed  and  mixed, pour  the  Oyl  of  Mercury  made  of  Mercury  fubli- 
med,  and  putrifved  (that  is ,  Oyl  of  Mercury  fublimed  alone ,  no 
other  Ingredients  being  added,  except  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical 
Wine,  or  fome  Vegetable  Menftruum,  without  which  it  cannot  be 
made)  digeft  them  for  a  Month,  and  you  will  have  a  Celeftial 
rather  than  Terreftrial  extraction,  draw  off  the  extraction  in 
Balneo,  and  the  Phlegm  being  taken  away,  in  the  bottom  will 
remain  a  ponderous  Oyl,  diftolving  all  Metals  in  a  moment  ; 
to  which  add  of  the  Spirit  of  Wine  {Philofophical ,  or  Fiery  Spirit 

/  I  ~  v-  ; 
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of  Wine  of  Bafilius)  three  parts,  Circulate  in  a  Pellican  to  a 
Blood  rednefs,  and  incomparable  fweetnefs ;  being  Circulated, 
pour  it  uron  Tartar  calcined  to  whitenefs,  and  diiiil  the  Spirit 
of  Mercury  with  a  ftrong  Fire,  the  Spirit  of  Wine  remaining 
with  the  Tartan 

We  muft  diflinguijb  let  ween  this  Spirit ,  and  another  of  the  fame 
Name,.  left  one  he  taken  for  the  other:  For  Bafilius  prepared  alfo  a 
Spirit  of  Mercury  from  the  white  Spirit  of  Vitriol ,  of  which  you  may 
read  in  feveral  places ,  in  the  Book  de  particularibus,  ejpecrally  in 
the  particular  of  Luna;  a  Defer iption  of  which  Spirit  is  lower  among 
the  Miner  alM.en?irx\x\ms,  hecaufe  it  is  acid  :  But  the  other ,  namely , 
this  our  Spirit  of  Menury ,  is  moft  fweet  and  fragrant,  which  you  have 
alfo  in  the  particular  of  Luna,  as  alfo  in  the  f  eventh  Chapter  of  the 
Book  de  rebus  nat.  &  fupernat.  where  he  dijfohes  the  Crocus  of 
Luna  in  the  white  Spirit  of  Vitriol ,  as  alfo  in  the  weft  fragrant  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Mercury  * 

Parifinusjfor  Alchymical  Tinttures  made  a  Mercurial  compounded 
Menftruum,  of  his  Circulatum  majus,  and  the  firft  or  middle  ful - 
fiance  of  common  Argent  vive,  thus  : 


5  6.  The  incalcinated  Menflruum  of  Parifinus* 

Cap.  G.  Apertoris. 

TAke  of  the  Circulatum  majus  [defer iled  before  in  Numb.  5*0.) 

one  Pound,  of  Mercury  prepared,  as  we  fhall  teach  in  the 
tenth  Chapter,  twoO&nces,  mix,  and  obferve  that  true  putre¬ 
faction  be  made  with  this  Menftruum  :  But  when  firft  it  is  incal¬ 
cinated,  that  is,  mix’d  with  fuch  Mercury,  it  is  no  more  ufed  for 
Mens  Bodies,  but  only  as  Medicines  for  Metals, now  the  faid 
tenth  Chapter  is  this,  as  followeth: 

Of  reducing  common  Mercury  into  the  firft  Matter  or 

Middle  Subftance v 

Now  my  Son !  we  will  give  you  full  inftrudion  and  demorr- 
ftration  of  decoding  and  reducing  common  Argent  vive  into 
its  firft  Matter,  or  middle  fubftance,  and  as  in  the  foregoing 
Chapters  we  declared  the  way  of  reincrudating  the  two  Lumi- 

\ :  /.  caries^ 
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naries,  fo  now  we  will  demonftrate  the  ways  and  means  of  de¬ 
coding  the  faid  Mercury.  Firft,  we  will  teach  the  way  of  di- 
ftinguilhing  good  Mercury  from  bad,  fophifticated  and  corrupt¬ 
ed,  which  way  is,  to  take  common  Mercury,  brought  out  of 
Spain  in  Skins  fealed,  or  if  you  cannot  have  this,  lake  any  other, 
and  put  a  little  of  it  in  a  Silver  Spoon  heated  fo,  as  to  make  the 
Mercury  evaporate,  and  if  the  remainder  of  it  be  of  a  white  or 
citrine  Colour,  ’tis  good ;  but  if  of  another  Colour,  bad,  and  not 
at  all  fit  for  our  Work,  becaufe  fophifticated :  Then  take  of 
Roman  Vitriol  two  Pounds,  melt  it  in  a  glazed  Veflel,  being 
melted,  add  one  pound  of  Mercury,  and  as  much  of  common 
Salt  prepared,  ftir  and  fliake  till  they  be  all  mix’d,  evaporating 
the  moifture  with  fuch  a  heat  as  that  of  the  Sun  then  take 
out  the  Matter,  grind,  and  put  it  in  a  Sublimatory,  and  fublime 
the  Mercury  by  the  ufual  degrees  of  Fire  :  The  Veflels  being 
cold,  take  out  the  fublimation,  to  which  being  put  into  a  Retort, 
pour  of  the  Vegetable  Water  without  Phlegm  (Fhilofophical  A- 
qua  Vi  tee  r  ell  iff  d")  about  three  or  four  Fingers,  let  it  boyl  in  Bal- 
neo  two  Hours,  then  diftil  in  Allies,  that  the  Vegetable  Water 
may  afeend ;  then  cover  the  Retort  with  Allies,  and  increafing 
the  Fire,  the  Mercury  <vivew'\W  afeend  into  the  Aqua  ardens ,  de¬ 
cant  the  Water  from  the  Mercury,  which  again  fublime  with 
new  Matters,  and  that  fix  times,  always  calling  away  the  Far¬ 
ces  :  But  take  notice  that  thefe  feven  fublimations  muft  always 
be  tranfa&ed  in  Aludels,  becaufe  you  will  no  other  way  fepa- 
rate  the  aduftible  powder  afeending  in  the  Aludels  :  And  to  in- 
ftru<ft  you,  that  you  may  not  err,  I  will  more  diftinftly  repeat 
the  method  of  the  faid  feven  Sublimations  :  The  way  is  this,  to 
take  a  Glafs  Veflel  like  one  of  the  narrower  fort  of  Cucurbits, 
with  its  blind  Head,  perforated  in  the  upper  part  of  it,  into  this 
put  two  parts  of  Vitriol  very  well  pulverized,  of  Mercury  one 
part,  and  of  Salt  prepared  one  part,  mixing  all  well, the  Matter 
being  now  gently  dryed,  put  on  a  blind  Head,  or  rather  an 
Aludel,  yet  obferving  not  to  cover  the  Cucurbit  with  Alhes 
above  one  third,  the  moifturebeing  evaporated  by  an  eafieheat, 
flop  the  Hole  of  the  Aludel  with  a  little  Cotton,  and  increafing, 
fublime,  all  being  cold,  take  out  that  which  is  fublimed,  as  well 
out  of  the  Aludel,  asthe  Cucurbit,  in  which  (if mot  yet  cold )  dif- 
folvethe  Faeces  with  hot  Water,  and  fo  you*  will  eafily  cleanfe 

the 
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the  faid  Veffel  foritsule.  Now  mix  new  Matters  with  your 
fublimation,  and  fublime  as  before,  and  this  repeat  feven  times; 
then  grind  the  fublimation  into  a  moll  fine  Powder,  put  it  in  the 
aforelaid  Cucurbit  with  its  blind  Head,  or  Aludel,  and  alfo  with 
its  common  Alembick,  becaufe  of  the  operation  differing  from 
the  former  ;  the  fublimation  being  put  into  a  Cucurbit,  pour 
to  it  of  the  fimple  Animal  or  Vegetable  Menflruum  (jhe  Animal 
Menltruum  defcribed  in  Numb.  37.  or  Vegetable  in  Numb*  2,9.) 
but  here  above  he  order'd  him  to  take  Vegetable  Water  retli- 
fyd ,  that  is ,  Aqua  ardens)  fo  much,  as  to  be  three  Fingers  above 
it,  cover  it  with  a  blind  Head,  and  digeft  in  Alhes  twelve  Hours, 
then  taking  off  the  blind  Head,  put  on  a  common  Alembick, 
and  draw  off  the  Menflruum  in  Balneo,  lay  afide  the  Alembick 
again,  and  put  on  an  Aludel,  fet  the  Veffel  in  Afhes  fo  deep,  as 
to  cover  the  Matter  in  the  Glafs,  give  Fire  by  degrees,  till  all 
the  moifture  is  exhaled,  the  Hole  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Alu¬ 
del  flop  with  Cotton ,  increafe  the  Fire,  that  the  Mercury  may 
be  fublimed :  Sublimation  being  ended,  and  the  Veffels  cold, 
take  away  the  Aludel,  and  what  you  find  fublimed  in  it,  is  not 
for  our  purpofe ;  for  it  is  that  adult  part,  which  is  no  Ingredient 
to  our  Magiftery  :  Then  gather  the  fublimation  from  the  Tides 
of  the  Cucurbit,  which  will  be  clear  as  Criltal,  and  have  a  care 
that  it  be  not  mix’d  with  its  Fxces,  grind,  fift,  and  put  it  into 
the  fame  Veffel,  being  cleanfed  from  the  Faeces,  and  pour  the 
Menflruum  drawn  off  in  Balneo  to  it,  cover  the  Veffel  with  an 
Aludel,  digeft  twelve  Hours  as  before,  lay  afide  the  Aludel,  put 
on  a  common  Alembick,  diftil  in  Balneo,  lay  afide  this  Alem¬ 
bick,  put  on  an  Aludel,  and  fublime  in  Alhes,  the  Faeces,  as  alfo 
the  aduftive  part  being  call  out  of  the  Aludel,  gather  the  mid« 
die  fubftance  out  of  the  Cucurbit  dexteroufly ;  with  this  method 
you  mull  fublime  feven  times,  or  till,  it  leaves  no  Faeces  in  the 
Cucurbit :  Having  obtained  this  fign,  take  the  faid  fubftance, 
grind,  and  put  it  in  a  Glafs  Veffel,  pour  to  it  the  fimple  either 
Animal  or  Vegetable  Menflruum ,  the  height  of  three  Fingers, 
cover  the  Veffel  with  a  blind  Head,  digeft  gently  twro  Days  in 
Allies,  then  decant  the  diffolution  into  another  Veffel,  and  that 
which  remains  in  the  Veffel,  dry  with  a  temperate  heat,  like 
that  of  the  Sun,  to  which  pour  new  Menflruum^  covering  the 
Veffel  with  a  blind  Head  as  before,  and  repeat  the  fame  method, 
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till  all  the  difTolvible  part  isdiflolved,  and  in  the  bottom  of  the 
Glafs  will  remain  an  indiflolvible  Earth,  to  be  call  away,  as  no¬ 
thing  worth  :  Now  take-away  difiblution,  that  is,  your  decan¬ 
tations,  and  diftil  in  Balneo,  and  the  Menftruum  being  diftilled, 
put  on  an  Aludel/  and  in  Ajhesfubhme  theCriftallmefubftance, 
which  may  truly  he  called  the  firft  Matter  of  Mercury  ,*  this 
is  that  middle  fubftance,  with  which  we  incalcinate  our  Menfiru- 
um,  (jCirculatum  majus ,  defer iled  in  Numb «  yof)  a°d  make  infi¬ 
nite  particulars,  as  we  have  taught  you  before  :  This  alfo  is 
called  the  Mineral  Stone.  Now,  my  Son !  will  you  be  able  to 
proceed  by  infinite  ways,  yet  following  thefe  which  I  have  fhew- 
ed  you  ;  and  remember,  that  Mercury  thus  reduced,  is  that, 
which  our  Captain  Raymond  fpeaks  of,  making  mention  of  the 
Mineral  Stone,  as  alfo  in  the  lafi  Chapter  of  his  Book ,  namdV ade 
mecum,  and  in  many  .other  places  of  his  Volumes.  This  is  that 
Mercury  which  Arnold  de  Villa  nova ;  treats  of  in  his  Rofarium, 
and  we  declare  to  you,  except  Mercury  be  reduced  into  the  firft 
Matter  with  the  faid  Vegetable  or  Animal  Water,  it  is  altoge¬ 
ther  impofliblc  to  do  any  good  with  it,  by  reafon  of  its  great 
Corruption,  occafioned  by  the  crudity  of  it. 

From  the  Receipts  of  this  Kind  we  obferve : 

1.  That  Menftruums  may  and  ought  to  he  made  according  to  the 
defigned  ufes ,  for  they  are  de  fired  not  only  to  dijfolve  Bodies  pro - 
mijcuoufly ,  hut  rightly  alfo ,  that  the  tinciures  of  things  dijfolved  may 
not  hy  any  Heterogeneous  t injures  of  the  Menflruums  he  inquma - 
ted,  hut  rather  illuft rated- 

2.  That  thefe  Menftruums  being  once  compounded ,  tht  oftner  the 
Compofition  is  repeated  hy  adding  new  Matter,  are  endowed  withfo 
much  a  greater  Virtue  ;  whereas  on  the  contrary  it  is  manifejl ,  that 
common  Menftruums  are  this  way  debilitated . 

3.  That  thefe  Menftruums  are  mofl  fragrant,  and  of  exceeding 
fweetnefs  and  rednefs,  yet  neverthelefs  called  Acetum  acerrimum, 
which  dijfolves  Gold  into  a  Spirit. 

4.  That  thefe  Menftruums  are  the  E fences  or  Magijleries  of  Me¬ 
tals  made  hy  Magiferies  or  Efcnces,  and  mix  d  together  into  com¬ 
pounded  Circulatums. 

y.  That 
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5'.  That  thefe  compounded  Circulatums  may  he  made  not  only  of 

1  W  I  m  «  f  f  t/^  Z'  •  /»  n  jr  7  I  n  f  ^ 


GW//  Silver ,  hut  alfo  of  im perf eft  Metals  and  Minerals . 

6.  7/W  Sal  Armoniack  wtoe  of  Corals ,  other  arids3 

as  mil  as  P earls . 

7.  That  Parifinus  his  firfl  Matter  of  Mercury  is  an  Effence  ra¬ 

ther  than  a  Magiflery ,  i/  A  indeed  fooner  prepared  than  the  Mercu¬ 
rial  Sal  Armoniack  Lully,  to  the  fame ,  to  /<?/} 

tue- 

8.  Tto  Parifinus  defends  Arnold  de  villa  nova  his  way  of 

fuhliming  Mercury ,  (defer ibed  in  the  Rofarium)  againjl  his  Confer t 
Bernhard.  - 

9:  That  this  firfl  Matter  of  Mercury  is  a  Poyfon ;  wherefore  Pari¬ 
finus  the  Author  gives  caution  that  it  is  not  to  he  ufed for  humane 
Medicines ,  hut  Metals  only ,  yet  if  this  incalcinated  Menftruum 
he  Circulated  as  the  reft ,  it  becomes  harmlefs  ,  and  an  excel¬ 
lent  Medicine . 
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The  Eleventh  KIND. 

Ye  get-able-  compounded  Menftruums  gra¬ 
duated,  made  of  the  compounded  Vegetable  - 
Menftruums,  impregnated  with  the  in¬ 
fluences  of  Heaven  and  Earth. 

5  7.  The  Etherial  and  Terreftrial  Waters  of  Me¬ 
tals  of  Lully  for  the  making  of  Precious 

Stones..  '  ~  :  : 

Canon..  43.  diftintt.  1.  Lib.  Quint.  Ejfen. 

\  \ 

T  Ake  the  Water  of  Mercury,  made  by  the  way,  which 
we  declared  in  our  (Noviffmrnm)  fefflamentum ,  and  in 
Lihro  Mercuriorum  {the  Mercurial  Mcnftmum,  or  Glo¬ 
rious  Water  of  common  Argent  vive,  defcribed  before  in  Numb.  44.) 
and  in  that  Water,  Son !  you  muft  diffolve  one  half  Ounce  of 
the  pureil  Luna,  after  the  filtred  dilTolution,  feparate  the  Water 
from  the  Fxces  {diftil  the  Menftruum  from  the  Silver  through  an 
Alemlick)  in  which  the  limofity  of  the  Silver  will  afcend.:  This 
Water,  Son  !  refolves  all  other  Bodies,  and  Argent  vive  it  felf, 
by  Virtue  of  which,  -  Son  /  Pearls  are  reformed  by  the  way 
which  I  told  you  in  our  Teftament-um,  and  in  the  Compendium  fu- 
per  Teftamentum  &  Codicillum  mijfum  Regi  Roberto. 

The  fecond  Water  is  thus  made  :Take  halt  an  Ounce  of  Lead, 
and  of  the  aforefaid  Water  as  much  as  fufficeth,  when  you  fee 
the  Lead  diffolved,  feparate  the  Water  by  filtred  difhllation 

() iltre  the  diffolution  of  the  Lead)  and  throw  out  the  Fxces,  as 
y .  -  nothing 


r 
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nothing  worth, then  diftil  the  Water  by  Balneo  (draw  off the  Men- 
ftruum  in  Balneo')  and  keep  the  Faeces  (the  diffolved  Lead)  for 

occafion.  .  .  , 

The  third  Water  is  thus  made :  Take  of  Copper  one  Ounce, 

and  dillolve  it  in  as  much  of  the  firft  Water  as  you  pleafe,  and 
let  it  reft  in  its  Yell'd,  in  a  cold  place,  for  a  Natural  Day,  then 
feparate  the  Green  Water  through  a  Filtre,  and  pour  out  the 
firft  Faeces,  (that  which  remains  in  the  Filtre  mufl  he  caft  away) 
then  diftil  the  Water  through  an  Alembick,  and  keep  the  fecond 

Fxccs. 

The  fourth  Water  is  thus  made  :  Take  oneOunce  of  the  pu- 
reft  Tin  of  Cornwall,  which  is  purer  than  any  other,  and  diflolve 
it  in  a  quantity  of  the  firft  Water,  and  diftil  (through  a  Filtre ) 
that  Water  (diffolution)  with  its  limofity,  and  the  Fxces  which 
remain  caft  away,  then  diftil  the  Water  through  an  Alembick, 
and  keep  (the  reftdue ,  or  Tin  diffolved)  the  fecond  Faeces. 

The  fifth  Water  is  thus  made:  Take  of  the  pureft  Iron  'one 
Ounce,  and  diflolve  it  in  a  fufficient  quantity  of  the  firft  Water, 
then  diftil  through  a  Filtre,  and  caft  away  the  Fxccs,  diftil  the 
Water  through  an  Alembick,  and  keep  the  fecond  Faaces. 

The  fixth  Water  is  thus  made:  Take  of  the  pureft  Gold  one 
Ounce,  and  diflolve  it  as  I  told  you  in  my  Teftamentum,  that  is, 
with  pure  Lunaria  (the  fimple  Vegetable  Menftruum  without  Ar¬ 
dent  vice  and  Silver)  mix'd  with  fuch  a  weight  of  the  fifth 
Water  (now  prepared  from  Iron)  and  do,  as  you  did  with 

tli.G  other* 

You  may  aho,  Son  !  diflolve  allthofe  Metals  in  this  order  : 
Having  made  the  firft  Water,  in  it  diflolve  the  Metal,  which 
we  commanded  you  to  diflolve  after  the  fecond  way  (to  wit 
Lead)  then  do  with  it  as  we  told  you  before.  In  this  fecond 
Water  diflolve  the  third  Metal,  (Copper)  and  in  the  Water  of 
the  third  Metal  diflolve  the  fourth  Metal,  (Tin)  and  in  the  Wa¬ 
ter  of  the  fourth  Metal  diflolve  the  fifth  Metal  (Iron)  and  in 
the  Water  of  the  fifth  Metal  diflolve  the  fixth  Metal  (Gold.) 

Take  which  of  tliofe  Waters  you  like  beftto  diflolve  a  Metal. 
Son  /  thefe  limofities  of  Metals  are  called  Quinteflences,  or 
Mineral  Mercury,  which  the  Philofophers  efteemed  in  the  Al- 
chymical  work  (in  Alchymical  Tmdures)  and  the  lapidifick,  (in 
the  making  of  Tretious  Stones)  and  in  the  Medicinal  W  ork  (in  the 
6  Y  2.  prepa- 
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preparing  of  Medicines')  But  Son !  in  the  Alchymical  Work  thofe 
'Quinteflences  ought  to  be  moreliibtil,  and  to  be  done  by  divi¬ 
ding  the  Elements  as  we  (in  the  third  Book  of  this  Volume')  /hall 
deckle,  but  in  (making  Precious)  Stone s,the  Quinteiience  (afire- 
fail)  are  notfo,  in  fuch  a  fubtil  Matter,  but  in  Medicine  either 
of  them  (this  two-fold  way  of  preparing)  may  be  uied. 

Having  fpoken  of  the  Quinteffences  of  Minerals  (of. Meta/lick 
Waters)  how  we  are  to  make  them,  it  is  now  convenient  to  fpeak 
of  the  divifion  of  them  in  general.  And  my  Son  !.  do  thus ; 
When  your  Metals  are  diflolved,  you  mutt  divide  every  Water 
{being  fir  ft  fibred,  and  diftilled  from  its  remainder )  and  every  di¬ 
vided’ Water  (now  diftilled)  into  two  parts,  and  one  part  of  every 
part  you  muft  putwithits  ownFceces  (the  remaining  Metal. which 
the  Water  had  left  in  dift illation)  into  a  Glafs  Aiembiek,  and  di- 
Mz  Limits  deferti, which is  Air  rnadc  out  of  two  Bodies,  (or  Me¬ 
tals)  in  the  Furnace,  which  we  defign’d  you  firft  with  a  gentle 
Fire^  Aiming  with  great  Mineral  Luftre,  and  with  great  limofity 
appropriated  to  receive  Celeftial  Virtues  :  Ana  put  every  one 
of  thofe  Watersinto  a  Glafs  VeiTel,  with  along  Neck  and  round, 
and  then  flop  the  Mouth  of  it  with  common  W ax,  and  after  that 
With  Maftick,  and  every  of  thofe  Vefiejs  put  in  the  open  Air  fo, 
as  that  neither  Stone,  nor  any  other  hurtful  thing  may  touch 
the  Glafs.  Son  !  Take  the  material  Fceces,  from  which  you  . 
refolved  the  Limus,  which  are  the  fecond  Fceces  left  in  the  diftil- 
lation  of  the  Waters  which  you  put  in  the  Air.  (Take  the  Caput 
mortuum  from  the  diftillation  of  every  Limus  delertus,  or  the  third 
Faeces ,  for  the  firft  remaining  in  the  Fibre  were  caft  away,  from  the 
fecond  the  Limus  defertus  was  diftilled ;  now  the  Faeces  of  the  Li¬ 
mus  defertus,  are  thofe  which  he  here  calls.the  fecond)  and  put  them 
in  a  Glafs  Vefiel  with  a  long  Neck,  which  may  contain  two 
hands  breadth,  and  put  in  part  of  its.  own  Water,  which  was 
relerved  from  that  aforefaid  limous  fubftance,  and  hop  the  Vef- 
fels  with  a  Stopple  of  Wax,  and  with  Leather  and  Maftick,  as 
you  did  to  the  other,  and  Bury  them  (Waters  of  Metals)  in  a 
Garden,  in  an  Earth  half  a  Yard  deep,  and  put  alfo  fomething 
about  the  Neck  of  the  Vellels,  which  may  appear  aboveground, 
for  the  prefervation  of  them,  and  let  them,  be  there  for  one 
whole  Year:  Son!  the  Waters  which  are  put  into  the  Earth 
am  of  one  Nature,  and  thofe  which  are  put  in  the  Air  of  ano- 
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the r ;  for  Son  !  thole  which  are  put  into  the  Earth  have  a  hard- 
ning,  coagulating,  and  fixing  Virtue  and  Quality ;  and  thofe 
which  are  in  the  Air,  have  the  Virtue  and  Property  of  being 
hardened,  coagulated  and  fixed:  The  Year  being  ended,  you 
will  have  all  that  is  defiredin  the  World  for  this  Work,  fgc* 

•  •»  *  •  •  '  •  .  r'  '  V  » 

Annotations, 

YOu  will  perhaps  wonder ,  that  we  have  ajfigned  this  fo  high  a 
place  to  theje  Menftruums,  they  being  inferior  to  many 
Menftruurns  of  the  antecedent  Kinds ,  as  to  Ingredients,  as  well  as  to 
the  method  of  preparation  ;  but  though  it  befo ,  neverthelefs  theje 
Menftruums  are  by  being  expofed  to  the  Air  for  a  Tear ,  or  for  fo 
long  a  time  committed  to  the  Earth ,  made  better  and  more  excellent 
than  the  aforefaid  Menftruums,  as  will  appear  hereafter  by  the  ufe 
of  them  :  We  will  at  prefent  explain  the  methods  of  making  theje 
Waters  :  The  Waters  of  the  fir  ft  method  he  makes  thus :  He  diffolves 
Lead ,  Copper ,  Tin ,  Iren ,  and  Gold  in  the  Glorious  Water  of  Argent 
vive,  acuated  moreover  with  Luna,  filtres  every  diffolution ,  cafting 
away  the  Faeces,  draws  off  the  filtred  diff elutions  in  Balneo  to  drj- 
nefs ,  divides  the  diftilled  Waters  into  two  parts ,  in  one  of  which  he 
diffolves  its  own  Metal  left  in  the  drawing  off  of  the  diffolution , 
which  he  then  diftills  into  a  Liquor,  which  he  calls  Limus  defertus', 
Quin  teflence,  or  Mineral  Mercury,  and  hangs  it  in  the  air  for  a 
Tear ,  to  be  his  Etherial  Water:  The  Caput  mortuum  of  the  Li¬ 
mus  defertus  he  diffolves  in  the  other  part  of  the  Water  rgferved, , 
and  Buries  it  in  the  Earth  for  his  Terreft rial  Water.  In  Com- 
pendio  Animaetranfm.  pag.  208.  Volum.  4.  Theat.  Chym. 
He  adds  alfo  the  Waters  of  common  Mercury  and  Silver  to  the  reft j 
the  Mercury  Water  is  thus  made ;  Take  of  common  Mercury  one 
Ounce, and  difiolve  it  in  the  diflolving  Water  l, aforefaid )  in  tile 
digeftion  of  I.  QAJbes )  diftil  through  a  Filtre,  regard  not  the 
Faxes,  but  keep  the  fecond  {left  in  the  bottomf  alter  diftilling 
through  an  Alembick. 

The  Water  of  Luna  is  thus  made  :  Take  one  Ounce  of  the- 
pureft  Silver,  difiolve  it  in  what  quantity  of  the  diflolving  Wa¬ 
ter  you  pleafe,  diftil  through  a  Filtre,  and  caft  away  the  firft 
Faxes,  then  diftil  through  an  Alembick  in  the  digeftion  ofHL 
( Balneo )  and  keep  the  lecond  Fxces?  you  muft  keep  the  fecond  a 

Faeces,  a. 


F#ces  of  all  the  Waters  in  their  own  Vefiels,  every  one  by.  it 
felf.  Moreover  (in  Compendio  Animce)  he  divides  not  the  diftil- 
led  Waters  into  equal  parts,  as/«  Libro  Ejfentice, but  draws  ofF the 
diflolutions  of  Metals  by  diftilling  one  half  for  the  Terreftrial 
Water,  and  diftils  the  other  half  for  the  Etherial  Water.  You 
muft  indeed,  faith  he ,  be  cautious  in  refolving  the  Limns ,  fce- 
caufe  you  are  to  make  two  Waters  or  parts  of  every  Lmus ,  di¬ 
ftilling  one  half  of  the  Limits,  which  you  muft  keep  apart,  be- 
caufe  the  Terreftrial  Water  is  made  of  that  firft  part,  and  you 
muft  likewife  diftil  the  other  (half)  part,  which  the  Aerial 
Water  is  made  of,  which  is  hung  in  the  Air  as  aforelaid,  for  a 
Year,  Pag .  209.  Folum .  4.  Theat.  Chym . 

The  Waters  made  by  the  latter  method  are  more  compounded  than 
thofe  of  the  firft,  the  fir  ft  were  prepared  promifcuoufly  with  the  Lunar 
Menftruum,  the  fecond  not  fo;  for  the  Water  of  Lead  is  made  by  the 
Lunar  Menftruum,  of  which  Water  of  Lead  is  made  the  Water  of 
Copper  ;  of  this  Water  of  Copper  is  made  the  Water  of  Tin ;  from  the 
Water  of  Tin  he  prepares  the  Water  of  Iron ,  but  the  Water  of  Gold  is 
made  with  the  Lunar  Menftruum,  to  which  is  added  half  of  the  Water 
of  Prom  0  wonderfulmixture  !  I  will  notfiiy,  confufion  of  Metals  l  yet 
doubtlefs  the  moft  acute  Philofopher  had  reafonsfor  it.  This  method 
is  alfo  i»Lapidario,  Cap.  9.  &  lequentibus. 

From  the  Receipts  we  obferve  : 

1.  7  hat  the  Etherial  Waters  are  the  Eftences  of  Metals ,  expo  fed 
to  the  influences  of  the  Heavens  for  a  Tear . 

*  2.  That  the  Terreftrial  Waters  are  the  Bodies  of  Eftences ,  diftfol- 
ved  in  their  own  Menftruums,  and  Buried  for  a  Tear . 

3.  That  the  Eftences  of  not  only  Metals ,  but  the  whole  Mineral 
Kingdoms  do  by  Juch  a  method  yield  Etherial  and  Terreftrial  Wa- 

ters . 

4.  That  thefe  Wavers  acquire  their  principal  Virtues  by  being  im¬ 
pregnated  with  the  Stars  of  Heaven. 

The  Adepts  held  divers  Opinions  concerning  the  Influences  of  the 
Heavens.  Some  would  have  the  Situations,  A (peels, and  determinate 
Times  of  the  Planets  to  be  highly  neceftary  to  this  Work,  but  others 
thought  the  contrary  :  Amongft  the  Affirmers  let  us  hear  Thomas 
Norton,  an  Englifli  Adept,  who  thus  in  the  Sixth  Chapter  of  his - 
Ordinal  Pag.  99.  of  Theat.  Chym.  Britannicum. 
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Trie  Fifth  Concord  is  known  well  of  Clerks, 

Between  the  Sphere  of  Heaven,  and  our  fubtil 
Nothing  in  Earth  hath  more  fimplicity,  (Werks ; 
Than  th5  Elements  of  our  Stone  will  be  : 

Wherefore  they  being  in  Work  of  Generation, 

Have  moft  Obedience  to  Confteliation. 

Whereof  Concord  mail  kindly  and  convenient. 

Is  a  diredf  and  fiery  Afcendent  ; 

Being  Sign  common  for  this  Operation, 

For  multitude  of  their  Iteration  : 

Fortune  your  Afcendent  with  his  Lord  alfo, 

Keeping  th7  Afpedtof  Shrews  them  fro  ; 

And  if  they  muft  let,  or  needly  infedt, 

Caufe  them  to  look  with  a  Trine  Afpedb 
For  the  white  Work  may  Fortunate  the  Moon, 

For  the  Lord  of  rhe  fourth  Houfe  likewife  be  it  done  ;y 
For  that  is  Thefaurum  ahfconditum  of  Old  Clerks, 

So  of  the  Sixth  Houfe  for  Servants  of  the  Werks : 

Save  all  them  well  from  great  Impediments, 

As  it  is  in  Picture,  or  like  the  fame  Intents.* 

Unlefs  then  your  Nativity  pretend  Infedtion, 

.  In  contrariety  to  this  Eiedtion, 

The  Virtue  of  the  mover  of  the  Orb  is  formal, 

The  Virtue  of  the  Eighth  Sphere  is  here  Inftrumentalu: 
With  her  Signs  and  Figures,  and  parts  afpedtual, 

The  Planets  Virtue  is  proper  and  fpeeiaL 
The  Virtue  of  the  Elements  is  here  material, 

The  Virtue  infufed  refulteth  of  them  all : 

The  firft  is  like  to  a  Work-man’s  Mind, 

The  fecond  like  his  Hand  ye  (hall  find  ; 

The  third  is  like  a  good  Inilrument, 

The  remnant  like  a  thing  wrought  to  your  Intent :: 
Make  all  the  Premifes  with  other  well  accord, 
Thenlhall  your  Merits  make  you  a  great  Lord. 


Amongft  the  Denyers  is  Lully  hiwfelf :  Who  thus ;  we  fay  not, that 
it  is  tiie  bufinefs  of  an  Artift  to  operate  with  the  Figures  and  Ima-> 
ges  of  Heaven,  by  the  knowledge  of  their  motions,  as  many 

Philofophers> 
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Philofoph^s  affirm  :  But  it  is  enough  for  you  to  know  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  Celeftial  heat,  informed  by  the  Figure  of  t h.6 
Heaven  and  Stars,  by  reafon  of  which,  Virtues  are  infufed  into 
Matter  being  aptly  appropriated,  which  receives  them  by  the 
Natural  Induftry  of  an  Artift  with  refolution,  which  is  done  by 
Art  imitating  Nature,  &c.  And  in  this  Point  the  Philofophers 
have  been  miftaken,  in  reprehending  tliofe  Men  that  knew, 
that  the  Celeftial  Virtue  is  too  common  to  every  elemented 
Nature  ;  for  by  its  great  Noblenefs  it  takes  determination  at  any 
•  time,  becaufe  in  things  mixed  it  is  influenced  as  well  by  Art  as 
by  Nature,  and  this  is  done  by  reafon  of  the  Natural  Virtues, 
which  are  the  fubjeft  and  proper  detainer  of  it  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  a$  that  it  receives  fuch  a  Virtue,  according  to  the  proper¬ 
ties,  of  the  Matter,  and  its  Kind,  which  afterwards  effeCts  fuch 
things  by  Nature,  as  are  reputed  for  a  Miracle.  In  like  manner 
let  every  Artift  take  Notice,  that  Nature  cannot  operate  but  by 
the  fucceffion  of  the  leaft  particles,  nor  alfo  can  it  receive  any 
Virtues  but  by  the  fucceffion  of  its  operation,  nor  can  they  alfo 
doallat  once,  nor  can  the  Conftellations  fuffer  the  Station  of  any 
time  punctually  in  a  certain  Virtue,  which  may  not  be  imme¬ 
diately  varied?  And  it  being  alfo  granted,  .  that  it  might,  the 
time  of  Conftellation  is  fofmallby  reafon  of  the  Circles  of  revo¬ 
lution,  as  that  it  may  fooner  pafs  from  one  Virtue  to  another, 
v£>V.  Lib.  Ejjen.  difl .  i.  Pag.  18. 

An  ingenious  Artift,  faith  Paracelfus ,  will  by  diligent  animad- 
verfion  be  able  to  prepare  Metals,  fo  that  being  guided  by  true 
reafon,  he  may  promote  the  perfection  of  tranlmuting  Metals, 
by  his  own  work  or  conduCt  better,  than  by  Courfes  of  the 
twelve  Celeftial  Signs,  and  (even  Planets, which  therefore  toob- 
ferve,  will  be  luperfluous,  as  alfo  the  AfpeCts,  the  ill  or  good 
times,  day  or  hour,  the  profperous  or  unhappy  State  of  this  or 
another  Placet,  which  cannot  help,  much  lefs  hurt  in  the  Art  of 
Natural  Alchy my ;  if  otherwife,you  haveatruepofiible  procefs, 
operate  when  you  pleafe ;  but  if  there  beany  defeft  in  you,  or 
your  Operations,  and  Under  (landing,  the  Planets  and  Celeftial 
Conftellations  will  fail  you.  Ccelum.  Phil  Pag.  12 

If  theyalledge./ii/Z;  Geber, that  the  perfecting  of  Metals  is  from 
a  certain  fituation  of  one  or  more  Starts  which  we  know  not, 
we  anfwer,  that  we  regard  not  tills  fituation  and  motion,  nor 

alfo 
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alfo  is  it  neceflarily  requifite  for  us  to  know  it ;  becaufe  there  is 
not  any  fpecies  of  things  generable  and  corruptible,  butGenera- 
tiomaad  Corruption  may  be  dayly  and  in  every  inftant  made 
from  the  individuals  of  it :  And  it  is  therefore  manifeft,  that 
'  fuch  a  pofition  of  the  Stars  is  every  Day  good,  and  able  to  per- 
feft,  ana  fimply  to  corrupt  all  the  fpecies  whatfoever  of  Indivi¬ 
duals.  It  is  not  therefore  neceflarily  expedient  for  an  Artift  to 
expeft  the  place  of  the  Stars,  though  it  might  be  ufeful ;  becaufe 
it  is  fufficient  for  him  only  to  difpofe  and  adminifter  the  way  of 
Nature  that  She,  who  is  wife,  may  difpofe  the  fituations  of  thofe 
able  Bodies  agreeing :  For  Nature  can  perfect  nothing  without 
the  motion  and  polition  of  the  Planets.  AVherefore  it  you  dif¬ 
pofe,  and  duly  confider  the  Artifice  of  Nature,  whatfoever 
may  be  the  contingents  ofthisMagiftery,it  will  be  perfected  un¬ 
der  a  due  pofition  by  Nature  agreeable  to  it,  without  theconfidc- 
ration  of  it :  For  when  we  fee  a  Worm  produced  from  a  putri- 
fied  Dog  or  other  Animal,  we  do  not  prefently  confider  the  po¬ 
fition  of  the  Stars,  but  the  difpofition  of  the  ambient  Air,  and 
other  caules  conducing  to  putrefaction,  befides  that  pofition : 
And  from  fuch  aconfideration  we  know  fufficiently,  that  Worms 
are  produced  according  to  Nature  :  For  Nature  finds  convenient 
places  for  it  felf,  though  we  may  be  ignorant  of  them.  Sumtna 

perfect.  Lih.  i.  parte,  x.  Cap.  1 1. 

Petrus  Bonus  of  Ferr aria  hath  the  fame  Opinion  of  Influences. 
As  to  the  ninth  reafon ,  faith  he ,  we  fay  it  is  true,  that  Forms  are 
introduced  into  things  below,  by  the  motion  and  light  of  Cele- 
ftial  Bodies,  and  by  their  particular  Pofitions  and  Afpefts ;  but 
it  is  not  neceflary  for  us  to  know ,  nor  cun  we  knov?  them,  but 
in  a  confufed  manner,  as  in  lome  things  by  the  Sun,  who  is  the 
canfe  of  the  four  Seafons  of  the  Year  ;  Sowing,  Reaping,  ana 
Planting,  being  done  at  certain  Seafons ;  and  in  fome  Animals, 

.  as  Horfes,  Afles,  and  Hawks,  Conjunctions  are  made  in  order  to 
Coition  and  Generation  at  fome  certain  Periods  of  the  ^un ;  but 
in  fome  thefe  things  are  done  at  any  time  indifferently ,  as  m 
Man,  Pigeons,  Hens,  &c.  Wherefore  if  we  would  generate  a 
Worm  out  of  putrifying  Flefh,  we  do  not  confider  any  pofition 
of  the  Stars,  but  only  the  difpofition  of  the  ambient  Air,  anu 
other  caufes  of  putrefaction  :  Likewife,  if  we  put  Eggs  in  Dung, 
or  fuch  alike  place  for  the  production  of  Chickens,  tne  Form  wn 
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be  given  at  any  time  in  the  place  and  time  predeftinated  by  the 
Celeftial  Powers,  without  our  confideration  herein :  After  the 
lame  manner  in  the  Generation  of  Lime  and  Vitriol,  and  Gold, 
and  Silver,  or  Sulphur,  and  Cerufe,  and  Minium,  and  Cinabar, 
likewife  in  the  Compofition  of  Theriacle,  and  other  Confecti¬ 
ons,  becaufe  thefe  things  may  be  done  at  any  time,  and  any 
hour  ;  for  the  Celeftial  Virtue  is  very  common  to  all  things,  and 
is  cxrcumfcribed  by  the  Virtues  and  Difpofitions  of  thofe  things, 
which  are  the  fubjeft  of  it  in  things  Elemented  and  the  Ele¬ 
ments  themfelves,  becaufe,  as  aforefaid,  the  Celeftial  Vertues  do 
operate  in  the  whole  Nature  of  things  capable  of  Generation 
and  Corruption  continually  according  to  the  difpofition  of  the 
Matter,  either  properly  or  commonly  :  Wherefore  faid  Lilium , 
The  Work  is  not  caufed  by  the  motion  of  the  Powersabove,  be- 
qaufe  it  may  be  done  at  any  time.  And  Rafis  in  7  o.  in  Lihro  Re- 
trehenfioms  •  T'ime  operates  not  any  thing  in  this  ,  and  adds 
Becaufe  fhould  time  operate  in  it,  it  would  be  of  no  efteem 
amongft  the  People,  If  therefore  all  contingents  in  this  Magi- 
ftery  concur  rightly  in  their  time,  their  Form  will  be  introduced 
under  a  due  Pofition  and  Afpeft  of  the  Stars,  at  the  time  prefix¬ 
ed  in  the  Matter,  without  any  confideration  herein :  And  there¬ 
fore  faid  Plato,  According  to  the  merit  of  the  Matter,  are  the 
Celeftial  Virtues  infufed,  &c.  But  as  to  thofe  things,  in  which 
an  accidental,  new,  and  hidden  Form  is  infufed  by  the  Celeftial 
Powers,  as  is  manifeft  in  Arte  Imaginum  C  ale  ft 'turn,  it  is  necefiary 
•  for  us  to  know  andobferve  the  determined  Pofitions  and  AfpeCts 
oftheCeleftial  Bodies,  according  to  the  time  propofed:  Becaufe 
fuch  a  Form  is  imprinted  by  fuch  alone,  and  at  fuch  a  time  and 
mother,  as  appears  in  the  Books  of  Aftrology  concerning  the 
Eleftion  of  Hours,  Images,  and  Wars,  Buildings,  Journey,  &c. 
Wherefore  Alchymy  being  no  fuch  Art,  therefore  is  it  not  expe¬ 
dient  for  a  Man  to  know  thefe  things.  Margar.  pretiofa ,  Pag.. 
?$i;  frol- 5-Tb- Cbytn. 
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The  Twelfth  KIND. 

Compounded  Vegetable  Menftruums  moft 
highly  exalted ,  made  of  compounded  Vege¬ 
table  Menftruums  graduated i 

5  8.  The  Etherial  and  Celeftial  Limes  of  Lully, 
for  the  making  of  Alchymical  Tin&ures. 

In  Tejlam.  Noviffimo. 

TAke  the  Sulphur  of  Gold  ,(the  Pbilofophers  Mercury  made 
of  Gold,  or  Sal  Armoniack  of  Sol)  put  it)in  a  Glafs  V elfel, 
and  pour  to  it  as  much  as  it  weighs  of  the  Celeftial  Ve¬ 
getable  Menjlruum'j he  Ctelum  f^inofum  oj  Lully  defer  ihed  in  Hum. 
30.)  which  you  know  already  ;  put  it  in  digeftion  of  Balneo  fix 
Days,  then  diftil  by  Balneo ;  then  pour  on  new  Menflruum  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  weight  of  it,  anddigeft  in  Balneo  fix  Days,  then 
fet  it  in  Allies  one  Day,  diftilling  all  that  can  be  diftilled,  and 
put  it  with  the  other  diftilled  before:  And  again  pour  on  new 
Menflruum ,  and  digeft  and  diftil  as  before  ;  and  continue  the  re¬ 
petition  of  this  Royal  Magiftery,  till  all  the  faid  Earth  or  Sul¬ 
phur  is  emptied  ol  its  Air,  which  is  done  in  two  and  twenty 
times,  it  you  know  how  to  operate  :  Then  take  all  the  diftil  la 
tions  and  put  them  in  Balneo,  and  diftil  the  whole  Menflruum, 
and  fee  if  all  the  Air  remains  in  the  Form  of  a  Liquor,  then  will 
you  know  that  the  Earth  is  emptied  of  its  Air,  but  if  not,  repeat 
with  new  Menflruum  in  Balneo,  digefting  and  diftilling  in  Allies 
as  before  three  times,  and  then  will  all  our  Sulphur  be  treed 
from  its  Air  :  Then  take  the  Air  which  you  kept,  and  upon  it 
put  its  whole  Menflruum ,  which  is  that  with  which  you  emptied 
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the  Air,  and  pour  it  upon  the  Earth  of  the  Sulphur  of  Gold,  and 
put  it  in  digeftion  in  Balneo  eight  Days,  then  difhil  all  the  Men - 
ftruum  in  the  faid  Balneo  for  one  Day,  and  another  in  Allies, 
draw  off  all  the  Air  and  Fire,  as  much  as  you  can,  namely,  in 
another  Receiver,  which  you  will  know,  when  the  Air  begins  to 
change  the  reddifh  Colour.  Keep  that  Fire  apart,  and  again  put 
the  Air  with  the  Menftruum  drawn  from  it,  or  with  other,  and 
put  it  to  the  Earth  in  Balneo,  and  digeft  fix  Days,  and  in  the 
laid  Balneo  diftil  all  the  Menftruum  for  one  Day,  and  the  Fire  in 
Allies,  fepa  rating  then  every  one  by  it  felf  as  you  did  before, 
and  keep  the  Fire  in  Balneo  :  And  again  put  the  Air  with  the 
Menftruum  upon  the  Earth,  in  which  is  the  Fire,  and  digeft  asbe- 
fore,  and  this  Magifiery  repeat,  till  the  Earth  is  well  emptied  of 
its  Fire,  which  is  done  in  forty  times  or  repetitions.  Then  muff 
you  fublime  the  Earth  after  this  manner  ;  Take  that  Earth 
which  remained  after  the  reparation  of  the  Air  and  Fire,  and  put 
it  in  a  Glafs  Veflel,  and  pour  upon  it  of  the  Vegetable  Menftru - 
tfm>  according  to  the  quantity  of  the  Earth,  and  let  it  in  Balneo 
for  a  Natural  Day,  then  another  Day  diffil  in  Alhes ;  and  again 
put  of  the  faid  Menftruum  according  to  the  weight  of  the  Earth 
and  digeft  in  Balneo  the  fpace  of  one  Day,  and  diftil  in  Alhes 
another  Day,  and  again  repeat,  digefting  in  Balneo,  and  diftil- 
ling  in  Alhes,  till  all  the  Earth  is  converted  into  an  impalpable 
Powder  :  Then  take  that,  and  put  of  the  Menftruum  upon  it  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  weight,  and  digeft  in  Balneo  two  Days,  then  diftil 
in  Alhes  one  Day,  and  put  the  diftillation  in  Balneo  :  Then  take 
the  Earth,  and  put  again  of  other  Menftruum  equal  to  its  weight, 
digeft  two  Days,  and  diftil  as  before  ,*  proceed  in  repeating  the 
inhumations  and  diftillations  till  the  Earth  has  paffed  through 
the  Alembick  together  with  the  Menftruum  *  That  Earth  being 
thus  mixed  with  the  Menftruumy  is  called  Argent  v  'tve  exubera^ 
ted  according  to  the  intention  of  the  Alcyhmifts :  put  therefore 
thole  diftillations  wherein  is  that  Earth,  tobediftilled  by  Balneo, 
and  draw  off  the  Menftruum^  and  the  Earth  will  remain  dry  and 
prepared  in  the  bottom  of  the  Veffel,  which  keep  :  Thus  Son  ! 
have  you  the  Elements  of  the  Sulphur  of  Gold  divided  with  the 
help  of  God.  Then  muft  you  have  the  Sulphur  of  Silver,  (the 
Philofoph  ers  Mercury prepared from  Silver ,  or  the  Sal  Armoniack 
tf  Luna)  and  feparate  the  Elements  from  it,  feparating  the  Air 
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with  the  Menftrual  Water,  and  the  Fire  with  the  Air  and  Wa¬ 
ter,  and  the  Earth  fubliming  with  the  Menflrmm ,  and  caufe  it  to  * 
pais  through  the  Alembick  with  the  fame  Menftruum.  Thus 
have  you,  my  Son !  the  Elements  of  the  white  Sulphur,  and 
the  Elements  of  the  red  Sulphur  feparated  and  divided  :  Now 
take  the  Menftruum  or  Water  with  which  you  feparated  the  Ele¬ 
ments  of  the  Sulphurs  of  Gold  and  Silver,  and  for  every  Pound 
of  the  Menftruum  in  which  you  diftoived  the  Gold,  diftolve  one 
Ounce  of  Gold ;  and  in  the  Menftruum  wherein  you  diffolv’d  the 
Silver,  an  Ounce  of  Silver  ;  and  put  either  of  them  by  itfclf  in 
a  Veftel  of  Circulation  in  Balneo  or  Dung,  the  fpace  of  fifteen  ■ 
Days,  and  there  it  will  be  flrengthened  into  its  Menftrual  Na¬ 
ture  :  This  Water, Son  !  we  call  Elemented  Menftruum  >  or  Water 
walked  and  drawn  from  the  Fasces  of  the  Earth.  Now  take  the 
two  Elements,  namely,  the  Air  and  Fire  of  the  Sulphur  of  Gold, 
put  them  together  into  aGlafs  diftilling  Veftel, and  diftil  in  Allies 
with  a  moft  temperate  heat,  till  you  have  three  parts  of  five 
diffcillcd  in  the  Receiver,  then  let  it  cool,  and  that  which  is  di- 
ftilled  receive  by  it  felf,  and  diftil  it  feven  times,  and  keep  it 
apart,  then  diftil  that  which  you  left ;  when  you  have  diftilled 
three  parts  of  five,  continue  diftilling  the  two  which  remained, 
till  you  fee  the  Fire  congealed  •  at  the  Tides  of  the  Veftel,  let  it 
cool  till  the  Fire  be  congealed  :  And  that  Fire  which  you  drew 
off  till  the  Fire  was  congealed,  (he  means  that  which  aft  ends  as  yet 
moift  before  the  fuhlimation  of  the  Matter  from  thefe  two  parts  left ) 
is  called  the  fecond  Air  and  Tinfture,  and  we  call  it  our  Secret, 
andour  Treafure,  and  the  Vapour  of  the  Elements :  Tins,  my 
Son  !  you  muft  reftify  by  feven  diftillations  or  rectifications, 
and  the -Earth,  which  after  the  diftillation  of  the  firft  and  fecond 
Air  you  drew  out  oftheVeflels,  in  which  you  diftilled  the  firft 
and  fecond  Air,  put  in  the  Fire  to  be  congealed,  and  that  Earth  . 
is  called  Fire  :  Now  Son  !  prepare  this  Fire  after  this  manner. 
Put  it  in  a  diftilling  Veftel,  and  upon  it  pour  its  own  Water,  , 
which  is  that  wherewith  you  feparated  the  Elements  of  the  Sul¬ 
phur  of  Gold,  when  we  commanded  to  reduce  it  toa  fifth  Spirit 
in  the  Veftel  of  Hermes ,  and  laid,  Take  the  Water  wa fil’d  irom 
the  Faeces  of  the  Earth  ( otherwife  the  Elemented  Menftruum  of 
Sol)  five  parts  of  its  weight,  that  is,  five  Ounces  of  the  laid 
Water  (Elemented  Menftruum  of  Gold )  to  one  Ounce  of  the  laid 
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Fire,  and  digeft  in  Balneo  eight  Days,  then  diftil  in  Afhes 
molt  gently,  and  again  put  new  Water,  namely,  five  parts, 
digeft  and  diftil  as  before ,  repeating  this  method  feven 
times,  and  fo  you  have  the  Fire  and  Earth  (of  the  Sul¬ 
phur  of  Gold)  calcined  by  Plnlofophical  calcination ;  and  they 
are  the  two  Elements  of  the  red  Sulphur  prepared  for  the  de- 
fert  Limes .  And  take  notice,  that  you  muft  put  the  Earth  of 
the  white  Sulphur,  which  you  calcined  and  prepared  after  the 
feparation  of  the  Elements  of  the  red  Sulphur  with  the  Earth, 
which  you  drew  from  the  Air  mix’d  with  the  Fire,  and  put  both 
with  the  Fire  congealed.  Now  Son !  take  the  Earth  oi  the  Sul¬ 
phur  of  Silver,  which  remained  after  the  feparation  of  the  Ele¬ 
ments,  and  prepare  it,  as  you  did  in  calcining  and  preparing 
the  Earth  of  Gold,  after  the  reparation  of  the  Elements  fublimed 
together  with  the  Menflruum ,  and  reduced  into  an  impalpable 
Powder,  andcarryed  through  the  Alembick  with  the  fame  Men¬ 
flruum.  You  may  alfo  prepare  the  Earth  of  the  Sulphur  of  Sil¬ 
ver  with  the  Menflruum ,  that  you  ufed  in  separating  the  Ele¬ 
ments  of  the  Sulphur  of  Silver  :  Then  have  you  the  Earths  of 
the  Sulphur  of  Gold  and  Silver  prepared  by  themfelves,  which 
you  will  know  by  the  fign  given  you,  that  is,  •  putting  a  little 
of  it  upon  a  red  hot  Plate  of  Luna,  the  greater  part  will  iume 
away  :  Then  take  thofe  Earths  in  equal  weight  and  ounces, 
and  put  them  in  a  preparing  Veftel,  then  take  the  Menflruum , 
with  which  you  prepared  the  Elements  of  Luna,  and  in  one 
Pound  of  it,,  put  one  Ounce  of  the  Vegetable  Sulphur,  which 
we  fhewed  you  how  to  make  from  the  Earth  of  Wine  (Vege ta¬ 
lk  Sal  Armoniack  made  of  the  Earth  of  Phiiofophical  Wine)  and 
diftilling,  make  the  whole  pafs  through  the  Alembick,  and  then 
will  you  have  the  Menflruum ,  with  which  you  extracted  the  Ele¬ 
ments  of  the  Sulphur  of  Luna ,  animated  and  acuated :  Then  Son ! 
you  muft  mix  and  prepare  the  Earths  of  the  aforefaid  Sulphurs 
( that  is  of  Gold  and  Silver)  together,  allowing  of  the  laid  Men¬ 
flruum,  now  animated  and  acuated, a  fourth  part  of  their  weight, 
digefting  and  drying,  as  is  done  in  the  making  of  the  Sulphur 
(of  Nature,  or  Sal  Armoniack)  till  they  have  drank  up  four  parts 
ofthefaid  Menflruum,  and  are  difpofed  to  fublimation,  which 
you  muft  fublime  with  a  Fire  of  the  fourth  degree  :  And  ob- 
ferve  that  all  thofe  preparations  and  diftillations  of  the  Earths 
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are  to  be  done  in  Balneo  :  And  thus,  Son  !  have  you  our  Sul¬ 
phur  or  Matter ,  or  Vegetable  and  Met allick  Earth  in  one  Kind  united , 
for  the  making  of  the  Glorious,  High,  and  Virtuous  Stone,  whjch 
will  transform  common  Argent  vive  into  perfeft  Sol  or  Luna, 
without  the  help  of  Fire,  but  as  the  Eye  of  a  Bafilisk,  which 
kills  Animals  by  fight  alone  :  But  it  is  your  intereftSon  !  toufe 
great  diligence,  and  exquifite  Ingenuity  in  making  the  Roots  of 
this  high  and  lofty  Tree,  which  Roots  we  call  dejert  Limes ,  in 
which  the  whole  Virtue  of  Heaven  and  Earth  relating  to  this 
Magiftery  will  be  infufed  :  And  the  way  is  this, 

Take  of  the  Vegetable  (and  Mineral )  Earth  or  Sulphur ,  which 
you  united  in  one  Kind ,  by  Sublimation,  which  is  that  which  you 
call’d  the  Earth  of  Sulphur  in  one  Kind  united ,  put  it  in  a  Glafs 
Veftel,  and  pour  fo  much  as  it  weighs  of  the  Menftruumy  with 
which  yon  feparated  the  Elements  of  the  Sulphur  of  Luna,  and 
prepared  the  laid  kind  of  Earth,  and  put  it  in  a  PhilofophicalBal-  * 
neo  three  Natural  Days,  and  in  that  time  it  will  be  all  diftolved, 
which  being  thus  difiolved,  put  in  a  common  Balneo,  and  diflii 
the  Menflruum,  and  the  Earth  united  to  its  kind  will  by  fublima- 
tion  remain  as  an  Oyl,  which  we  call  the  Philofophers  Oynt- 
ment  $  and  it  is  one  of  the  .Secrets,  which,  we  take  care  to  have 
concealed :  Then, 

Take  of  that  Oyl  or  Oyntment  aforefaid  ten  Drachms,,  and 
of  the  rectify  7d  Air  of  the  Sulphur  of  Luna  one  Drachm  ( not  one 
Ounce  :  And  of  the  Air  of  the  Sulphur  of  Sol  one  Drachm )  and  di— 
ftil  in  a  Fire  of  Allies,  and  that  which  is  diftilled,  which  is  almoR 
all,  is  called  the  Terreftrial  defer  t  Limes ,  keep  it.  Take  of  the  * 
Element  of  the  (Fire)  Sulphur  of  Gold  already  prepared  and 
congealed  ten  Drachms  (not  twenty)  and  of  the  Element  of  the 
Air  (Sulphur)  of  Luna  one  Drachm,  and  of  the  Element  of  the 
Air  of  the  Sulphur  of  Gold  another  Drachm;  and  put  ail  in 
Afhes,  and  diftil ;  that  which  is  diftilled  from  it,  which  is  almolt; 
all,  is  called  th z  Ether ial  defer t  Limes ;  keep  it  for  occafion. 

Take  of  the  Element  of  the  Fire  of  the  Sulphur  of  Gold  one  - 
Drachm  or  two,  and  re&ifie  it  again  thus,  pouring  upon  it  five; 
parts  of  its  own  Menflruum ,  which  is -that,  with  which  you  fepa— 
rated  the  Elements  of  the  fame  Sulphur  of  Gold,  and  put  it  to 
digeft  in  Balneo  for  one  Natural  Day,  then  diftil  m  Allies  what 
you  can  :  And  again  pour  the  laid  Menflruum  upon  it,  digell  and 
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diftil  by  Afhes,  and  repeat,  till  it  be  all  pafs’d  over  by  a  Fire  of 
Allies.  Then  take  its  weight  of  the  faid  Vegetable  Earth,  united 
ana  fublimcd  together  t, prepared  above )  and  you  muft  unite  them 
together  (with  thediftilled  Element  of  Fire )  and  not  diflil,  but  lo 
lay  it  afide,  and  it  is  called  theTerreftrial  defert  Limes,  (  of  Gold ) 
not  vaporized. 

Take  olthe  faid  Earth  (in  one  kind  united')  one  Drachm,  and 
of  the  Oyl  of  the  Air  ( of  the  Sulphur)  of  Luna  one  Drachm,  mix 
them  together,  and  you  will  make  the  fame  Magiftery,  as  you 
did  with  the  precedent  Gold,  and  it  is  called  the  TerreftrialY/e- 
fert  Limes  lunificated  (not)  vaporized. 

We  do  now  think  good  to  Ihew  the  way  of  celificating  and 
preparing  thofe  (Limes)  in  order  to  receive  the  Virtues  of 
Heaven  and  Earth,  and  the  way  is  this :  Take  Brafs  or  Iron 
Cages,  and  let  them  be  like  thofe  wherein  Parrots  whittle,  but 
the  twiggs  muft  be  clofer,  fo  that  no  Earth,  neither  Celeftial  nor 
Terreftrial  can  enter,  but  only  the  vapour  of  Heaven  and  Earth, 
.which  you  will  have  by  Influence.  * 

Take  the  Limes  (above  mentioned,  Ter  ref  rial  defert)  made  of 
ten  Drachms  of  the  Earth  or  Sulphur  united,  which  is  that 
which  you  united  with  the  Earth  of  the  Sulphur  of  Silver,  and 
reduced  into  an  Oyl  or  Oyntment ;  and  of  one  Drachm  of  the 
Air  (of  the  Sulphur)  of  Luna,  and  one  Drachm  of  the  Air  (of 
&>/)mix’d,and  that  Limes  put  in  a  Glafs  Veflel  witha  long  Neck 
exactly  Sealed  with  the  Seal  of  Hermes,  and  put  it  in  the  Cage, 
and  fet  it  one  Arm  or  two  deep,  and  let  it  ftand  a  Year  and  half, 
or  atleaft  a  Year,  covering  it  well  with  Earth,  and  keeping  it 
from  all  dangers,  and,  in  that  time  will  it  be  made  a  powerful 
Water,  With  wonderful  fixative  Virtues  of  the  Stone,  and  it  hath 
admirable  Virtues  acquired  from  Heaven,  which  it  attraded  from 
the  Vapours  of  the  Earth.  Son!  depend  upon  this. 

Take  the  Limes  (above  declared,  Etherial  defert ,)  which  you 
made  of  ten  Drachms  of  the  Fire  of  the  Sulphur  of  Gold,  and 
of  one  Drachm  of  the  Air  of  the  Sulphur  of  Luna  (and  one 
Drachm  of  the  Air  of  the  Sulphur  of  Sol)  and  put  it  in  another 
Glafs  Veil'd  with  a  long  Neck  Hermetically  Sealed,  and  put  din 
another  Cage,  and  hang  it  in  the- Air  on  a  Tree,  or  any  private 
place,  free  from  all  Wind,  Deft,  and  Danger;  leave  it  a  Year 
and  half,  ora  whole  Year  at  leaft,  as  we  laid  of  the  other,  -and 

fo 


fo  will  be  made  a  clear  Water  endowed  with  the  Virtue  of 
hardning,  fixing,  congealing,  penetrating,  and  making  the 
Stone  Volatile,  and  is  called  the  Mercury  of  Ah’  of  moft 
acute  penetration. 

Take  the  (Terreftrial  defer i)  Limes  of  Gold  not  vaporized* 
nor  celificated  (neither  diftilled  through  an  Alemlick ,  nor  circula- 
ted )  which  is  that,  that  you  made  (by  meerly  mixing)  of  one 
Drachm  of  the  Element  of  the  Fire  of  the  Sulphur  of  Sol,  and 
of  one  Drachm  of  the  Earth  (united  in  its  Kind )  -and  that  (take 
alfo  the  Terreftrial  defert  Limes  lumjicated ,  not  ■vaporized')  which 
you  made  out  of  one  Drachm  of  the  Earth  of  Sulphur  united ,  and 
one  Drachm  of  the  Air  (of  the  Sulphur)  of  Luna,  and  put  thofe 
Limes  every  one  by  it  felf  in  a  Glafs  Vefiel  Sealed,'  as  was  faid 
of  the  other,  and  put  it  in  the  Earth  the  depth  of  one  Arm  for 
a  whole  Year  in  a  Cage,  and  in  that  time  will  be  made  a  Water 
of  wonderful  Virtue  in  joyning  Bodies,  and  content  your  felf 
with  this. 

Take  the  Limes  which  you  made  out  of  ten  Drachms  of  the 
Fire  or  Air,  and  one  of  the  Earth;  and  take  that  which  re¬ 
mains  of  the  Air  (of  the  Sulphur)  of  Luna,  becaufe  you  took  but 
three  Draclims  of  it,  when  you  made  the  Limes,  and  let.it  hang 
in  the  Air  in  a  Glafs  Vefiel  Sealed,  and  in  a  Cage,  as  you  did 
with  the  other,  and  there  will  it  receive  the  Celeftial  Virtues, 
which  are  the  means  of  Conjunction  between  the  Limes  of  the 
Earth ,  and  the  Limes  of  the  Fire ,  and  other  Limes  alfo. 

Take  the  fecond  Air  (the  Menftruum  Elemented ,  in  which  were 
djfolved  the  Air  and  Fire  of  the  Sulphur  of  Gold ,  and  gently  drawn 
off]  that  is,  three  parts  only  from  five  of  it)  which  is  that,  which 
you  drew  from  the  Fire  congeled,  which  we  caird  Philofophi- 
cal  Oyl,  andPhilofophical  Treafure  (not  that ,  which  is  alfo  called 
the  Fhilofophers  Oyntment ,  made  of  the  Earth  united  in  one  Kind , 
but  that  which  was  call  d  the  Vapour  of  the  Elements )  and  put  it 
by  it  felf  in  another  Glafs  Vefiel  well  Sealed,  and  put  it  in  the 
Air  near  the  other,  which  you  put  for  a  whole  Year. 

Take  the  Menftruum  with  which  you  feparated  the  Elements 
of  the  Sulphur  of  Luna  (and  that  Menftruum,  wherewith  you  fe¬ 
parated  the  Elements  of  the  Sulphur  of  Sol)  and  putin  every  Vef- 
fel,  wherein  is  Menftruum  of  Luna,  (and  the  Menftruum  of  SoF) 
one  Drachm  of  Sulphur  (or  Vegetable  Sal  Harmoniack)  and  let 
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it  in  BaIneo,then  in  Alhes,  till  you  have  made  it  all  go  over  with 
every  Menftruumby  itfelf:  Then  each  Menflruum  being  thus  recti¬ 
fy ’d  or  animated,  put  in  a  Glafs  V eflel  Sealed  by  themfelves  in  _ 
their  Cages, and  hang  them  in  the  Air  near  the  other,  for  a  Year  . 

Take  thcOleagineity  of  Luna  ( the  fir  ft ,  or  fir  ft  Air)  which  Js 
that,  which  you  drew  from  the  Earth  of  Lund,  when  you  pre¬ 
pared  it  for  the  making  of  the  Sulphur  of  Luna,  which  we 
commanded  you  to  keep,  and  faid  it  Ihould  be  for  the  making 
(of  the  Sulphur  of  Nature)  put  it  in  a  Gla fs  Veflel  Sealed  in  the 
Air,  and  there  it  will  be  made  a  Fluxible  and  Virtuous  Water  of 
wonderful  penetration :  And  what  we  faid  of  the  white  Oyl, 
we  fay  alfo  of  the  red  incerative  Oyl  (of  Sol.)  And  now  Son! 
you  have  the  Stone  (Menflruum)  divided  into  eight  parts,  three 
in  the  Earth,  and  five  in  the  Air. 

Annotations. 

THe  fen  foregoing  Kinds  of  Vegetable  as  well  Simple  as  com¬ 
pounded  Menftruums,  the  Adepts  made  ly  tempering  the 
unduous  Spirit  of  PhilofophicalW  ine yvith  many  forts  of  dry  Bodies , 
and  ly  fitch  means  produced  Menftruums  adapted  equally  for  every 
ufe,  and  permanent  and  infe par  able ,  they  being  of  the  fame  Nature 
with  the  things  that  were  diffolved.  In  the  Kind  immediately  ante¬ 
cedent  we  fhewldyou ,  that  all  the  aforefaid Menftruums,  whether 
fimple  or  compound ,  exalted  with  fo  great  Lai  our  to  the  high  eft 
degree  ly  tempering  them  with  dry  things ,  may  le  raifed  yet  higher , 
and  augmented  in  their  Virtues  :  For  what  Art  cannot  do ,  Nature 
can  ;  what  the  Earth  cannot  do ,  Heaven  can  :  For  Menftruums 
perfected  ly  Art ,  do,  ly  being  expofed  to  the  Influences  of  the  Hea¬ 
vens ,  attain  to  very  great  and  incredible  Virtues  ly  Nature :  In  the 
eleventh  precedent  Kind ,  we  had  Menftruu  ms  for  Pretious  Stones , 
made  o  f  the  fimple  Elements  of  Metals :  In  this  twelfth,  he  takes  the 
Sulphur  of  Nature,Sal  Harmoniack,*?/  Mercury  of  the perfefl  Me¬ 
tals  Sol  and  Luna,  inftead  of  crude  Gold  and  Silver,'  and  ly  expo - 
fingthe  Elements  of  them  to  the  Heaven  and  Earth 9  feparat.es  them 
much  more  Nolly  for  the  left  of  all  AAchymical  find  ures. 

From  the  Receipts  weobierve  : 

i.  7 hat  Limes  in  their  Compofitions  are  indeed  clear, but  Cloud¬ 
ed  with  a  wearifome  multilocution 7  and  difguifed  ly  fo  great  a  va- 
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riety  cf  operations ,  lefides  alfo  in  refpell  of  time  made  mofi  tedious 
on  purpofe  to  deter young,  and  unadvifed  Practitioners . 

z.  That  thefe  Limes  differ  from  the  former  Etheriai  and  Ter- 
re (trial  Waters  infinenefsof preparation ;  thefe  Elements  are  of  the 
SalHarmoniack  or  Philofophical  Mercury  of  Sol  and  Luna  ;  hut 
thofe  Elements  of  a  crude  Metal .  For,  faid  Lully,  Limes  for  Al- 
chymical  Tinctures  ought  to  be  of  a  purer  Nature,  than  thofe 
which  are  for  Pretious  Stones. 

3 .  That  thefe  Limes  are  Effences  graduated,  expofed  to  the  In¬ 
fluences  of  the  Heaven  ' and  Earth ,  and  confequently  are  Medicines . 

4.  That  the  Sulphurs  Naturae  of  imperfeU  Metals  do  alfo  by  the 
fame  method  yield  Limes,  as  flrong  in  their  kind ,  as  the  Sulphurs 
Naturae  of  Gold  and  Silver  in  their  kind. 

Hitherto  have  we  treated  of  Vegetable  Menftruums,  now  follow 
thofe  which  are  called  Mineral :  But  before  we  proceed  further,  we 
are  to  take  notice  that  by  V tgetahle  Menftruums  are  meant  alfo  Ani¬ 
mal  Menftruums  :  For  all  the  Vegetable  Menftruums  already  al- 
leadged,  are  not  called  Vegetable  in  refpell  of  Ingredients  ;  for  be - 
fides  Vegetables ,  Animals  alfo,  and  Minerals  were  made  ufe  of  in 
their  preparations ;  but  by  reffon  of  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical 
Wine  produced  chiefly  from  a  Vegetable  unliuofity  ;  which  Spirit,  if 
you  knew  how  to  extrafl  out  of  fome  Oyly  Matter  of  the  animal  King¬ 
dom,  as  the  Adepts  have  more  than  often  done  :  Tou  might  with  this 
Animal  Spirit  tranfmute  the  aforefaid  Vegetable  Menftruums,  in¬ 
to  Animal  Menftruums,  which  neverthelefs  you  cannot  apply  to 
Mineral  Menftruums  ,*  for  though  there  are  alfo  in  this  Kingdom 
thin  Oyls,  fwimming  upon  watrifh  Liquor s,  as  Oyl  of  Petre,  Pit- 
Coals,  &c.  Tet  thefe  are  extraordinary  Oyls  of  this  Kingdom ,  pro¬ 
duced  either  by  exorbitancy,  or  defell  of  Nature.  And  therefore 
fitch  Oyls  as  thefe  the  Adepts  referred  to  both  the  Vegetable  and 
Animal  Kingdoms,  for  they  are  of  one  and  the  fame  Nature  ;  wberer 
as  the  Oyls  of  Minerals  and  Metals  are  more  dry  and  mafeuline,  then 
to  produce  our  feminine  Seed,  or  Menftruum :  Now  to  recite  the  parts 
of  Animals,  and  the  way  of  ext  railing  this  Spirit  0/ Philofophical 
Wine  from  them,  is  not  proper  to  this  place,  but  belongs  to  a  peculiar 
Zook,  namely,  our  fifth  ft  r  eating  more  copioufly  of  thefe  things )  to  be 
pnlliffed  in  due  time,  when  God  permits  ;  wherefore  not  mention¬ 
ing  Animal  Menftruums,  we  proceed  to  the  Mineral  or  Acid 
Menftruums.  A  a  z  /  Of 
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Mineral  MENSTRUUM  S'- 

The  Thirteenth  KIND. 

Simple  Mineral  Menftruums  made  of  the 
Matter  of  Philofophical  Wine  only. 

55>.  The  Green  Lyon  of  Ripley. 

Libro  Ac  curt.  Pag.  383. 

TAke  the  Green  Lyon  without  diilolution  in  Vinegar* 
(as  fometime  the  Cuftom  is)  put  it  in  a  large  Earthen  Re¬ 
tort,  which  can  endure  the  Fire,  and  diiiil  it  the  fame 
way  as  you  di'ftil  Aquafortis ,  putting  a  Receivei  under  it,  and. 
luting  the  Joynts  well,  that  it  may  not  refpire  ;  then  diftil  firft 
with  a  gentle  Fire,  till  you  fee  white  fumes  appear,  then  change 
the  Receiver,  flopping  it  well,  and  diftil  with  a  great  Fire  fo,  as 
Aqua  fort  is  is  diftilled,  thus  continuing  twenty  four  Hours,  and  if 
you  continue  the  Fire  the  fpaee  of  eight  Days,  you  will  lee  the 
Receiver  always  full  of  white  fumes,  and  fo  you  will  have  the 
Blood  of  the  Green  Lyon,  which  we  call  Secret  Water,  and  Ace - 
turn  acerrimum,  by  which  all  Bodies  are  reduced  to  their  fii  ft 
Matter,  and  the  Body  of  Man  preferved  from  all  infirmities. 
This  is  our  Fire,  burning  continually  in  one  Form  within  the 
Glafs  Veffel,  andnot  without  :  Our  Dunghill,  our  Aqua  Vitoey> 
our  Balneo ,  our  Vindemia ,  our  Horfe-Belly ,  which  effefts  wonder¬ 
ful  things  in  the  Works  of  Nature,  and  is  the  Examen  of  all  Bo¬ 
dies  diffolved,  and  not  diflolved  ;  and  is  a  fliarp  Water,  carrying 

Fire  in  its  Belly,  as  a  Fiery  Water ,  for.  otherwife  it  would  not 
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have  the  power  of  diflblving  Bodies  into  their  firft  Matter.  Be¬ 
hold  !  this  is  our  Mercury ,  our  Sol  and  Luna, ,  which  we  ufe  in 
our  Work.  Then  will  you  find  in  the  bottom  ol  the  Veflel  Fae¬ 
ces  black  as  Coals,,  which  you  muft  for  the  fpace  of  eight  Days 
calcine  with  a  gentle  Fire,  & c. 

Annotations. 

IT  It  her  to  we  have  mix  d  or  tempered  the  unfluous  Spirit  of 
*1  Philofophical  Wine  with  things  Oyly,  Dry-oyly,  Oyly- 
dry,  and  purely  Dry,  and  reduced  them  to  divers  Kinds  of  V ?ge~ 
table  Menllruums ;  hh  which  we  have  exhibit  c  d  Men  Rxxxxxms  every 
way  absolute  and perfett,  in  Smell ,  Tafte ,  and  Colour  incomparable , 
diffolving  without  biffing  or  effervefcence ,  and  'permanent  with  things . 
difjolved :  Now  follow  in  order ,  thofe  which  are  called  Mineral  Men- 
flruums,  which  though  they  be  of  a  ft  inking  Smell ,  of  an  acid  or  cor - 
reftve  Taftc ,  and  for  tlx  mo  ft  part  of  a  willy  and  opahe  Colour,  and, 
dijfolve  Bodies  with  veg>  great  violence  and  cor r often y yet  neve r the- 
lefts  having  the  fame  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  aft  he  Vegetable, 
Menftruum  s for  their  Foundation ,  are  therefore  as  permanent  as  they, 
yea  better  than  they  as  to  the  abbreviation  of  time  ;  for  the  acidity 
df  Mineral  Salts  Q for  which  cor  reftve  or  acid  Menllruums  are  cal¬ 
led  Miner  d)  Icannot  deflroy  the  Nature  of  the  Spirit  of  Vine, nor  the 
Nature  of  the  Vegetable  Menftruum,  but  by  corroding  makes  the . 
particles  of  dry  Bodies  more  apt  to  unite  themfelv.es  with  the  Oyly 
Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine )  but  if  that  acidity  betaken  away ,  it 
becomes  that  which  it  was  before,  namely ,  either  the  Spirit  of  Philo*- 
fophical  Wine,  or  a  Vegetable  Menftruum. 

The  method which  we  ufe d  in  the  Vegetable  Menllruums,  we  will 
as  near  ai  we  can  obferve  alfo  in  theje  Miner al  Menllruums  :  In  the 
Vegetable  we  ext  railed  from  the  Philofophical  Yvine  an  Aqua  ar.~ 
dens,  from  which  we  did  by  Circulation  jepar ate  an  Oyl  or  Effcnce  of 
Wine ,  which  is  our  Spirit  of  Wine ,  which  then  by  acuating  divers 
ways  we  reduced  into  the  precedent  Kinds  oj  Vegetable  Menitruums  ; 
but  in  the  Mineral  we  will  begin  with  Philolophical  Grapes,  the* 
Matter  it felf  ^Philofophical  Wine,  which  is  elje  where  called  Green. 
Lyon,  Adrop,  &c.  Though  the  Difcourfe  of  this  Matter  appertains 
not  to  this  place,  yet  if  any  thing  prejents  it  felf  to  us  either  in  the 
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Receipts  themfehes ,  or  elfewhere ,  which  may  tend  to  a  more  clear 
manifeftation  of  it ,we  will  not  conceal  it  j  hut  on  the  contrary  have  de~ 
t ermine d  to  illuft rate  and  explain  things  fo,  as  not  only  to  make  you 
more  afiured  of  the  ufe  and  neceffity  of  this  Spirit  prcmifed  to  "you, 
but  moreover  alfo,  that  you  may  have  Jome  certain  notions  beforehand 
of  its  Conception ,  Subfiance ,  Nativity ,  &c. 

For  the  elucidation  of  this  Receipt,  we  will  propound  feme  other 
Receipts  of  the  fame  Matter,  that  being  compared  together,  they  may 
be  made  the  plainer  :  In  the  fir fl  place  we  willpropofe  a  Menftruum 
made  indeed  not  of  the  Green  Lyon  it  f elf  but  of  the  Green  Lyon 
diffolved  with  an  acid,  and  reduced  into  a  certain  Gum. 

6o.  A  Menftruum  made  of  the  Gum 

Adrop  of  Ripley. 

Libro  accurtationum,  Pag.  381. 

TAke  Adrop,  that  is,  the  Green  Lyon,  which  we  fpoke  of 
before,  and  diflolve  it  in  diftilled- Vinegar  for  the  fpace 
of  feven  Days,  iliaking  well  the  Vefiel  which  the  Matter  is  in, 
three  times  dayly,  then  empty  the  diflolved  Liquor,  and  diftil 
through  a  Filtre  three  times  from  its  Fxces,  till  it  be  dear  as 
Criftal,  and  evaporate  the  Vinegar  with  a  gentle  Fire,  till  it  be 
thick  as  Bird-Lime,  which  you  cannot  flir  by  reafonof  its  Vif- 
cofity,  and  being  cold,  take  it  out  of  the  VelTel,  and  keep  it  ; 
and  again  make  more  of  it,  and  this  c!o,  till  you  have  twelve 
Pounds  of  this  Green  Lyon  or  Adrop  reduced  to  the  Form  of  a 
Gum,  then  have  you  the  Earth  extrafted  from  the  Earth,  and 
the  Brother  of  the  Earth.  Then  take  a  Pound  of  that  Gum, 
and  put  it  in  a  Glafs  VefTei  of  the  bignefs  of  a  Bottle,  well  lu¬ 
ting  the  Joynts  of  the  Alembick  with  Glew  made  of  the  white 
of  Eggs  and  Filings  well  mix’d  together. 

This  Receipt  in  the  Treatife  of  the  Fhilofophical  Adrop  ( which 
is  in  the  fixth  Volume  r/Theatrum  Chymicum,  and  injeribed  to 
an  anonimous  Difciple  of  the  great  Guido  de  monte,  but  differs  not 
from  the  Books  of  Ripley,  namely  ,theprefent  de  Accurtationibus,^*/ 
the  Cla v  is  au  rex  porta:,  the  greatefi  *art  of  which  is  aferibed  to  the 
Famous  Dunftan,  Archbifkop  of  Canterbury)  if  altogether  the  fame 
as  to  the  Sent},  though  theje  Words  run  better  in  the  Tranftation 
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thus :  Now  take  three  Pounds  of  the  aforefaid  Gum,  put  it  into 
a  Diflillatory  able  to  hold  about  two  Meafures,  and  putting  on 
an  Alembick,  lute  the  Joynts  with  luting  made  of  Ale,&the 
white  of  an  Egg,  and  Wheat-Flower,  Pag.  5  5  2.  Volum.6 .  heat. 
Chym.  Which  is  confirmed  with  the  Procejs  or  Receipt  of  the  Cla- 
vis  aurex  portx,  were  thus:  Put  three  Pounds  of  this  Milk  (thick- 
ncd  or  Gumn  d  into  a  Glafs  P ag.  257.  Clavis  aurece  portae  •  and  di- 
ftil  in  a  Sand  Furnace,  and  let  the  Sand  be  the  thicknefs  of  two 
Fingers  under  the  Veil'd,*  and  fo  roumj  about  even  to  the  middle 
of  the  Veil'd,  or  till  the  Matter  be  covered  :  put  a  Receiver  to 
it,  makingat  firfl  a  gentle  Fire,  but  not  luting  the  Receiver  tilb 
the  Phlegm  be  gone  over,  and  this  continue,  till  you  fee  fumes 
appear  in  the  Receiver  white  as  Milk ;  then  increafin°-  the  Fire 
change  the  Receive?,  flopping  it  well,  that  it  may  not  evaporate, 
and  lo  continually  angmentthe  Fire,  and  you  will  have  an  Oyl 
molt  reel  as  Blood,  which  is  airy  Gold,  the  Menflruum  feetens, 
the  Philofophers  Sol,  our  Tincture  Aqua  ardens,  the  Blood  of  the 
Green  Lyon,  our  unClious  Humor,  which  is  the  lail  conflation  of 
Man’s  Body  in  this  Life,  the  Philofophers  Mercury,  Aqua  foluti-  - 
va,  which  difiolves  Gold  with  the  prefervation  of  its  Species  and 
it  hath  a  great  many  other  Names :  And  when  firfl  the  white 
fumes  appear,  continue  your  Fire  twelve  Hours,  in  which  fnace 
if  the  Fire  be  ftrong,  will  all  the  Oyl  be  diflilled,  which  keep 
well  flopp’d  to  prevent  refpiring. 

This  Menflruum  differs  from  the  precedent ,  forafmuch  as  in  this, 
the  Green  Lyon  is  dijfolved  in  Vinegar, lut  in  that,  it  is  all  diflilled  l 
alive,  lut  they  are  both  clearly  enough  deferibed  in  themfelves  ;  yet 
the  Matter  of  the  Menflruum  remaining  more  obflure,  andlefs'in- 
telligille  to  tne  Reader,  we  have  found  out  four  Real  on s  in  Ripley 
why  it  is  called  Green  Lyon.  1  ’ 

Firfl ,  faith  he,  by  Green  Lyon ,  the  Philofophers  means;  the  Sun,' 
which  by  its  attractive  Virtue  makes  things  Green,  and  go¬ 
verns  the  whole  World.  Trail,  de.  Adrop.  Phil.  Pag.  5-47.  Vo  - 
lum.fexti  The  at.  Chym.  and  elfe  where  :  The  Green  Lyon  is  that, 
by  which  all  things  became  Green,  and  grow  out  of  the  Bowels  - 
of  the  Earth  by  its  attractive  Virtue,  elevated  out  of  the  Winter 
Caverns,  wliofe  Son  is  mofl  acceptable  to  us,  and  fufficient  for 
all  the  Elixirs,  which  are  to  be  made  of  it ;  for  from  it  may  he 
had  the  power  of  the  white  and  red  Sulphur  not  burning,  which 
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is  (rliebcil  thing,  faith  Avicennt,  that  Alchy  mills  can  take,  there¬ 
by  to  make  Gold  and  Silver.  But  the fe  Words  may  fuffice  a 
Wife  Man  to  know  and  obtain  the  Green  Lyon .  Medulla  Phil- 
Pag-  IJ9- 

Secondly,  It  is  moreover  alfo  called  Green,  becaufe  that  Mat¬ 
ter  is  as  yet  lharp  and.  unripe,  that  is,  not  yet  fixed  or  perfected 
by  Nature,  as  common  Gold.  The  Philofophers  Green  Lyon 
therefore  is  green  Gold,  Gold  vm£y  which  is  not  as  yet  fixed, 
but  left  imperfeCt  by  Nature,  and  fo£  this  reafon  hath  it  the 
Virtue  of  reducing  all  Bodies  into  their  firft  Matter,  and  ma¬ 
king  thofe  Bodies  which  are  fixed  Spiritual  and  Volatile.  Trall- 
He  Adi  op,  Pag.  5*4  7. 

Thirdly,  It  may  alfo  be  called  Lyon^  becaufe  as  all  other  Ani¬ 
mals  give  place  to  a  Lyonfo  all  Bodies  yield  to  the  power  01  Gold 
z which  is  our  Mercury.  Trait.  Adrop.  Pag.  548. 

Fourthly,  This  Noble  Infant  is  called  Green  Lyon ,  becaufe 
when  it  isdiflblved,  it  is  cloathed  with  a  Green  Garment.  Yet 
out  of  the  Green  Lyonol  Fools  (VitrioP)  is  with  a  violent  Fire  ex¬ 
tracted  uhat  whicn  we  call  Aqua  fortisy  in  which  the  laid  Lyon 
ought  to  be elixirated.  Medulla  Philof.  Pag.  139. 

Thefe  things  fpoken  of  the  Green  Lyon,  are  alfo  to  le  under  flood 
of  Adrop,  being  a  Synonymous  term  of  the  fame  Matter  :  Take, 
faith  Ripley ,  Adrop ,  that  is,  the  Green  Lyon.  Now  as  to  Adrop 
he  declared  as  fo/loweth  :  Adrop,  faith  he ,  is  Gold  and  Silver  in 
power  but  not  in  fight,  as  Rhafls  faith,  and  our  Gold  and  Silver, 
according  to  the  Philofophers,  is  not  common  Gold  and  Silver, 
for  our  Gold  and  Silver  are  airy,  which  in  order  to  be  well  fer¬ 
mented,  ought  to  be  joyned  wi]th  the  beloved  ( common  Goldfl) 
Forafmuch  as  the  Philofopher  faith,  That  Adrop  in  its  profun¬ 
dity  is  airy  Gold,  and  Adrop  it  felfis  called  Leprous  Gold.  And 
to  thefe  Sayings  feems  to  afient  Guido ,  the  Greek  Philofopher, 
fpeaking  of  the  Mercurial  orMenflrual  Spirit  (the  Spirit  or  Blood 
of  the  Green  Lyon)  which  is  extracted  out  of  theNatural^/r^ 
by  Art,  where  he  writes  :  And  that  Spirit  is  Sol  extra ft^d  out 
of  the  Philofophers  Solary  Water ,  Arfenick ,  and  Luna  :  And  in 
the  fame  place  prefently  adds  ;  The  Body  is  the  ferment  of  the 
Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  the  ferment  of  the  Body,  and  the  Earth, 
wherein  lies  the  Fire,  dries,  imbibes,  and  fixeththe  Water  ;  and 
the  Air,  wherein  lies  the  Water,  (the  Air  which  lies  in  the  Water , 
1  4  it 
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it  ought  to  le  read  according  to  the  Dottrine  of  feparating  the  Ele* 
went s)  walheth,  tingeth,and  perfe&eth  the  Earth  and  Fire ;  and 
fo  Guidos  Saying,  that  they  tinge  and  perfect,  ought  to  be  un- 
derftood,  that  the  Stone  (the  Menftruum  drawnfrom  Adrop,  or 
the  Green  Lyon)  is  fufficient  for  the  compleating  of  it  felf  into 
an  Elixir,  and  that  no  Exotick  or  Heterogeneous  Matter,  as  he 
affirms,  is  or  ought  to  be  introduced  to  it,  but  all  the  parts  of  it 
are  co-eftential  and  concrete,  becaufe  the  Philofophers  meaning 
was  to  compleat  that  work  in  a  Ihort  fpace  above  the  Earth, 
which  Nature  fear ce  perfedeth  in  a  thoufand  Years  under  the 
Earth  :  Unskilfully  therefore  according  to  the  Opinion  of  the 
Philofophers,  as  Guidob aith,  do  they  proceed,  that  feek  to  obtain 
a  ferment  from  common  Silver  and  Gold  for  our  feleft  Body  : 
For  that  Matter,  in  which  is  Argent  vive  clean  and  pure,  not 
(woflyis  ill  read)  throughly  brought  to  perfection  by  Nature,  is, 
as  Guido  affirms,  after  compleat  purification,  a  thoufand  times 
better  th^n  the  Bodies  of  Sol  and  Luna  vulgarly  decoded  by  the 
Natural  lieat  of  the  Sun.  Concord .  Lully  &  Guidon .  Pag .  3  2  3* 
A  certain  Philofopher  faith,  He  goes  on  Difcourfing  of  the  fame  A- 
drop  ;  A  fume  (white)  is  drawn  from  its  own  Mines,  which  if 
rightly  gathered,  and  again  fprinkled  upon  its  own  Mines,  will 
there  make  a  fixation,  and  lo  the  true  Elixir  will  in  a  fhort 
fpace  of  time  be  produced  from  it :  And  certainly  without  thofe 
Liquors  or  Spirits,  that  is,  the  Water  andOyl  of  Mercury  (Men- 
ftruum)  this  Alchy  mical  Body  which  is  Neutral  or  Adrop ,  is  not 
purged  :  And  that  is  the  Alchymical  Body,  which  is  called  Le¬ 
prous  Body,  that  is,  black  (at  the  beginning  of  the  Work)  in  which, 
as  faith  Vincent ius  in  his  Speculum  Nat ur ale,  are  Gold  and  Silver 
in  power,  and  not  in  afped  ^  which  in  the  Bowels  of  it  is  alio 
airy  Gold,  to  which  no  Man  can  attain,  except  the  unciean  Bo¬ 
dy  be  firft  cleanfed,  which  is  without  doubt  after  its  compleat 
dealbation,  and  then  it  is  a  thoufand  times  better  than  are  the 
Bodies  of  common  Gold  and  Silver  decoded  by  Natural  heat : 
The  firft  Matter  of  this  Leprous  Body  is  a  vifeous  Water  infpifla- 
ted  in  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth  :  Of  this  Body,  according  to  the 
Judgment  of  Vincent  1  us,  is  made  the  great  Elixir  for  the  red 
and  white,  the  Name  whereof  is  Adropi  other  wife  called  the 
Philofophers  black  Lead,  out  which  Raymund commands  us  to 
extrad  an  Oyl  of  a  Golden  Colour,  or  fuch  like :  Raymund  adas, 
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But  this  Oyi  is  not  neceflary  in  the  Vegetable  Work  ( [namely , 
for  the  inceration  of  the  Vegetable  Stone )  becaufe  folutions  and  co¬ 
agulations  are  there  foon  made  ;  and  if  you  can  fepa  rate  it  from 
its  Phlegm,  and  after  that  ingenioufly  find  out  the  Secrets  of  it, 
you  will  in  thirty  Days  be  able  to  perfed  the  Philofophers  Stone: 
For  this  Oyl  makes  Medecines  (7 Mures)  penetrable,  fociable, 
and  amicable  to  all  Bodies,  and  in  the  World  there  is  not  a  great¬ 
er  Secret.  MeduL  Fhil  Chym.pag.  13 1. 

Ripley  hath  here  recited  various  Synonimds  of  this  Adrop  :  ll'e 
fora  time  will  follow  the  Green  Lyon  by  - the  way  0/Philofophical 
Lead,  as  we  are  directed  by  Ripley  inthefe  very  Words:  Firft,  un¬ 
derhand,  when  Avecenn  faith,  that  Gold  and  Silver  are  in  Lead 
by  Power,  and  not  by  figjit,  and  they  are  left  by  Nature  crude 
and  half  coded,  and  therefore  that  ought  to  be  perfedly  fupplyed 
by  Art,  which  is  left  imperfedby  Nature,  and  by  way  of  a  fer¬ 
ment  digefting  and  coding  that  which  is  left  crude :  For  a  fer¬ 
ment  therefore  take  perfed  Gold, for  a  little  (^paululumjiot paula- 
tim  )  of  their  fixed  fubftance  ( thofe  fxed  Bodies')  will  draw  and 
convert  much  of  Bodies  not  fixed  to  the  perfedionofGold  and 
Silver.  And  thus  will  Art  help  Nature,  that  in  a  little  fpace  of 
time  that  maybe  done  above  the  Earth,  which  is  not  in  a  thou- 
fand  Tears  done  under  the  Earth  :  And  by  this  means  you  will* 
underhand,  how  Lead  contains  in  it  the  greateft  Secrets  of  this 
Art  :  For  it  hath  in  it  Argent  vive,  clean,  pure,  odoriferous,  not 
brought  by  Nature  to  perfedion:  And  this  Argent  vive  is  the 
Bafis  and  Ground-Work  of  our  pretious  Medicine,  as  well  for 
Metallick  as  Humane  Bodies,  fo  as  to  be  the  Elixir  of  Life,  cu¬ 
ring  all  infirmities :  W hich  the  Philofopher  meant,  faying,  There 
is  in  Mercury  whatfoever  Wife  Men  feek :  From  this  are  the 
Soul,  Body,  Spirit,  and  Tififture  drawn:  Moreover  alfo  in  this 
Mercury  is  the  Philofophers  Fire,  always  burning  equally  with¬ 
in  the  Veflel,  and  not  without :  It  hath  alfo  a  great  attradive 
Virtue  and  Power  in  difTolving  Sol  and  Luna ,  and  reducing  the 
fame  into  their  firft  Matter  :  With  this  Mercury  are  to  be  dif- 
folved  the  Calxes  of  the  perfed  Bodies  in  congealing  the -afore- 
faid  Mercurial  Spirit,  &c.  Pupilla>Pag.  Z95.  But  have  a  care  that 
you  operate  not' with  ( common )  Saturn ,  becaufe  commonly  it  is 
faid,  Eat  not  of  the  Son,  whofe  Mother  is  corrupted,  and  believe, 
that  many  Men  err  in  Saturn .  Hear  what  Avicenn  faith, 

Saturn 
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Saturn  will  be  always  Saturn ;  yea  operate  not  with  the  Earth 
of  CPbtlofopb.)  Saturn,  which  the  Spirit  of  it  hasdefpifed,  and 
relinquilhedforthe  worft  Sulphur ;  Operate  only  with  the  fume 
of  it  to  congeal  Mercury,  yet  not  as  Fools,  but  as  the  Philofo- 
pliers  do,  and  you  will  have  a  very  good  Work.  Phil-  Cap.  z. 
Pa?.  188.  The  whole  compofition  we  call  our  Lead  ;  the  qua¬ 
lity  of  the  fplendor  proceeds  from  Sol  and  Luna,  andinfhort, 
rhefe  are  our  Mentlruums  wherewith  we  calcine  perfect  Bodies 
naturally,  but  no  unclean  Body  is  an  Ingredient,  one  excepted, 
which  is  by  the  Philofophers  commonly  called  Green  Lyon, 
which  is  the  means  of  joyning  the  Tinctures  between  Sol  and 
Luna  with  perfection,  zsGeber  himfelfattefteth,  Libro.  41.  por- 
tar.  Pair.  n.  To  manifeft  this  thing  to  you,  you  muft  know, 
that  it  is  one  of  thofe,  which  are  of  thefeven  Days  (Planets)  and 
the  meaneft  of  the  fame,  out  of  whofe  Body  is  artificially  ex¬ 
tracted  Blood,  and  a  vaporous  Humor,  which  is  called  the  Blood 
of  the  Green  Lyon,  from  which  is  produced  a  Water,  called 
White  of  an  Egg,  and  Aqua  Vittz ,  May-Dew,  and  by  many  other 
Names,  which  to  avoid  prolixity,  we  now  omit.  Phil.  Cap.  3. 

Pag.  190. 

The  method  of  extracting  the  Blood  of  the  Green  Lyon  out  of  cal¬ 
cined  Lead,  or  Philofophical  Minium  is  this  thatfollovoetk. 

61.  A  Menfiruum  made  of  the  red  Lead  of 

Ripley. 

In  pupiUa  Alcbym.  pag :  303. 

TAke  of  Lead  calcined  or  rubify  ed,  or  the  belt  Minium ,  that 
is,  Mineral  Antimony ,  prepared,  what  quantity  youpleafe, 
yet  with  this  confideration,  that  you  muft  have  fomany  quarts 
of  diftill'd  Vinegar,  as  you  have  pounds  of  the  a.forefaid  calcined 
Lead  :  To  this  Vinegar  pour  the  aforefaid  Lead  in  a  large  Earth¬ 
en  Veil'd  well  glazed,  then  for  the  fpace  of  three  Days  ftir  the 
Matter  ftrongly  with  a  Wooden  Spatula  fix  or  feven  times  a 
Day,  cover  it  well  from  Duft,  and  let  it  not  be  put  to  the  Fire  by 
any  means  during  all  this  time,  after  which  feparate  all  that  is 
clear  and  criftallme  by  a  Filtre  into  another  Veffel,  then  put  it 
into  a  Brafs  Skillet  to  a  gentle  Fire,  that  all  the  Phlegsaatick 

B  b  2  Water 


(  180  ) 

Water  may  evaporate,  till  a  very  thick  Oyl  is  left  in  the  bottom 
of  the  Veflel,  which  fuffer  to  cool ;  which  being  done,  the 
Matter  will  become  like  Gum,  fo  as  to  be  cut  with  a  Knife, 
hereof  put  four  Pounds  into  a  Glafs  Cucurbit  with  an  Alemhick, 
the  Joynt  being  well  luted  with  a  Pafte  made  of  the  Scales  of 
Iron,  Flower,  and  the  whites  of  Eggs  well  beaten  together :  put 
the  Veflel  in  a  Furnace  of  Sand,  and  not  in  Afhes,  and  let  the 
Veflel  be  buried  in  the  Sand  even  to  the  middle  of  it,  and  let 
the  Sand  be  two  Fingers  thick  under  the  bottom  of  the  Veflel ; 
then  put  a  Receiver  to  it,  but  not  luted,  till  you  have  drawn  out 
all  the  Phlegmatick  Water  with  a  moft  gentle  Fire,  which  Wa¬ 
ter  throw  away  :  When  you  fee  a  white  fume  appear,  then  lute 
the  Receiver,  which  muftbe  two  foot  long ;  which  being  drawn 
out,  ftrengthen  the  Fire  as  much  as  you  can,  and  continue  it  till 
you  have  diftilled  all  that  can  be  extra&ed  in  twelve  Hours, 
and  fo  will  you  have  the  Blood  of  the  Red  Lyon ,  moft  red  as 
Blood,  which  is  our  Mercury,  and  our  Tindurenow  prepared, 
to  be  poured  upon  its  ferment,  that  is,  upon  the  Calxes  of  moft 
pure  Gold,  &c.  But  if  you  would  ufe  it  for  the  white  Work,  you 
muft  diftil  your  Mercury  -three  times  with  a  flow  Fire,  alwavs 
refeirving the  Faeces  apart  in  every  diftillation,  and  then  will  you 
have  your  Mercury  moft  white  as  Milk  :  And  this  is  our  Vir* 
gins  Milk ,  whitened  Menftruum ,  and  our  Argent  vive  Philofophi- 
cally  exuberated  ;  with  which  by  Circulation  make  an  Oylout 
of  the  Calxes  of  Luna,  and  proceed  in  all  things,  as  you  did  with 
the  red  Mercury  upon  the  Calxes  of  Gold,  and  you  will  have  a 
white  Elixir ,  which  will  convert  any  Metal  into  perfect  Luna : 
But  the  Golden  Oyl  ought  to  be  perfeded  and  tempered,  and 
well  united  with  artifical  Balfom,  by  die  way  of  Circulation, 
till  out  of  them  is  made  a  moft  clear  and  refplendent  Golden 
liquor,  which  is  the  true  Aurum  potahile ,  and  Elixir  of  Lite 
more  pretjous  for  Mens  Bodies,  then  any  other  Medicine  of  the 
World. 

The  like  Menftruum  Ripley  hath  in  his  Medulla  Philofophiae 
Chymicsco 
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6 2.  The  Simple  (linking  Menjlnium  of  Ripley. 
Medulla  Phil.  Chym.  pag.  1 70. 

/*~''!“NAke  the  jfharpeft  Juice  of  Grapes,  and  being  diftilled, 
diflolve  into  a  clear  Criftapne  Water,  the  Body  being 
well  Calcined  to  a  Redneis,  which  is  by  the  Philofophers  called 
Sericon ;  of  which  make  a  Gum ,  which  is  like  Ahum  intafte, 
and  is  by  Raymimd  called  Azaqufan  Vitriol  Out  or  this  Gum 
with  a  flow  Fire  is  drawn  firft  a  weak  Water,  which  hath  its 
tafte  no  iharpnefs,  no  more  than  Spring-water  .•  And  when  a 
white  Fume  begins  to  appear,  then  change  the  Receiver,  and 
Lute  ftrongly,  that  it  may  no  way  expire;  and  fo  you  will  have 
your  Aqua  ardens ,  Aqua  Mtee,  and  a  refolvitive  Menjlnium  , 
which  before  was  refofvihJe:  This  is  the  Potent  hi  Vapour,  a- 
ble  to  diflolve,  putrifiei,  and  alfo  purine  Bodies,  divide  the  Ele¬ 
ments,,  and  by  its  attiwttive  Virtue  exalt  its  own  Earth  into  a 
wonderful  Salt:  And  they  that  think  there  is  any  other  Water, 
befides  this  which  we  (peak  of,  are  miftaken  in  this  Work  :  this 
Water  hath  a  moft  jliarp  tafte,  and  partly  alio  a  ft  inking  fmell, 
and  therefore  is  called  (linking  Menfitruum ;  and  it  being  a  very 
Airy  Water,  it  therefore  ought  to  be  put  upon  its  Calxes  in 
1  efs  then  an  Hour  after  it  is  diftilled  or  rectified;  but  when  it 
is  poured  upon  the  aforefakb  Cakes,  it  begins  to  boylup,  and 
then  if  the  VefTel  be  well  flopp’d  it  will  not  leave  working , 
though  no  Fire  be  adminiftred  to  it  from  without,  till  it  be 
dryed  up  in  the  Calx ;  wherefore  you  muft  apply  no  greater 
quantity  of  it  than  fcarce  to  cover  the  Calxes,  then  proceed  to 
the  full  compleating  of  it,  as  in  the  work  of  the  compounded 
Water.  And  when  the  Elixir  is  reduced  to  a  purple  Colour, 
let  it  be  diflolved  in  the  fame  Menfiruum,  being  firft  rectified  in¬ 
to  a  thin  Oyl,  upon  which  fix  the  Spirit  of  our  Water  by  Cir¬ 
culation,  and  then  hath  it  the  Power  of  converting  all  Bodies 
into  moft  pure  Gold,  and  to  heal  all  Infirmities  of  mans  Body, 
more  than  all  the  Potions  of  Hippocrates  and  Galen ,  for  this  is 
the  true  AurumPotahile ,  and  no  other, which  is  made  of  Artificial 
Gold  Elemented,  turned  about  by  the  Wheel  of  Philofophy,  &c- ■ 

The  fame  Menftmum  is  had  in  the  Vade  Mecum  r^-Ripley. 
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63.  The  Menftruum  of  Sericon  of  Ripley . 

In  Fade  Mecum ,  commonly  called  the  Bofom-Book. 

TAke  of  Sericon  or  Antimony  thirty  Pounds,  out,  of  which 
you  will  have  twenty  Pounds  or  thereabout  of  Gum,  if 
the  Vinegar  be  good  ;  diflolve  each  pound  o f  that  Sericon  in 
two  mealures  (a  Gallon)  of  Vinegar  twice  diftilled,  and  having 
flood  a  little  while  in  digeftion,  ftir  the  matter  often  every  day, 
the  oftner  the  better,  with  a  clean  flick,  filtre  the  Liquor  three 
times,  throw  away  the  Faxes,  to  be  taken  aWay  as  (uperfluous, 
being  no  Ingredient  to  the  Magiftery,  for  it  is  the  damned  Earth : 
Then  evaporate  the  filtred  Liquors  in  Balneo  Maria  with  a 
temperate  heat,  and  our  Sericon  will  be  coagulated  into  a  Green 
Gum,  call’d  our  Green  Lyon,  dry  that  Gum  well,  yet  with  care, 
left  you  burn  the  blowers,  or  deftroy  the  Greens  of  it :  Then 
take  the  faid  Gum,  put  it  in  a  ftrong  Glafs  Retort  well  luted, 
and  with  a  moderate  Fire  diftil  a  weak  Water  to  becaft  away : 
But  when  firft  you  perceive  a  white  fume  afcending,  put  to  it  a 
Glafs  Receiver  large,  and  of  fufficient  capacity,  whofe  Mouth  is 
exaftly  joyned  to  the  Neck  of  the  Retort,  which  muft  be  very 
well  luted,  left  any  of  the  fume  be  loft  or  evaporate  out  of  the 
Receiver  ;  Then  increafe  the  Fireby  degrees,  till  a  red  fumeaf- 
cends,  and  continue  a  ftronger  Fire,  till  bloody  drops  come,  or 
no  more  fume  appears :  Then  abate  the  Fire  by  degrees,  and 
all  being  cold,  take  away  the  Receiver,  and  forthwith  flop  it, 
that  the  Spirits  may  not  exhale,  becaufe  this  Liquor  is  called 
our  blefted  Liquor,  to  be  kept  in  a  Glafs  Veflel  very  clofe  flop¬ 
ped  :  Then  examine  the  Neck  of  the  Retort,  where  you  will 
find  a  white  and  hard  Ice,  in  the  form  of  a  congealed  Vapour, 
or  Mercury  fublimate,  which  gather  carefully,  and  keep,  be¬ 
caufe  it  contains  great  Secrets,  of  which  lower  :  Then  take  the 
Faxes  out  of  the  Retort,  being  black  as  Soot,  which  are  called 
our  Dragon ,  w hereof  calcine  one  Pound,  or  more,  if  you  pleafe, 
in  a  Potters,  Glafs- makers,  or  Philofophical  Furnace,  into  a 
white  Snowy  Calx,  which  keep  pureby  it  felf,  it  being  called 
the  Bafis  and  Foundation  of  the  Work,  Mars ,  our  white  fixed 

Earth,  or  Philofophers  Iron :  Now  take  the  reftdue  of  the 
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Faeces,  or  black  Dragon,  and  fift  it  on  a  Marble,  or  any  other 

Stone,  and  at  one  of  the  ends  light  it  with  a  live  Coal,  and  in 
the  fpace  of  half  an  Hour  the  Fire  will  run  over  all  the  Fasces, 
which  it  will  calcine  into  a  very  Glorious  citrine  Colour  ,*  thefe 
citrine  Fasces  diftolve  with  diftilled  Vinegar,  after  the  aforefaid 
manner,  filtre  alfo  three  times  as  before,  then  evaporate  the  dif- 
folution  into  a  Gum,  Menflruum^  which  is  now  cal¬ 

led  Sanguis  Draconis ,  or  Dragons  Blood ,  and  repeat  this  Work  in 
all  things  as  before,  till  you  have  reduced  all,  or  the  greater  part 
of  the  Fasces  into  our  Natural  or  Bleffed  Liquor,  all  which  Li¬ 
quors  pour  to  the  firft  Liquor  or  Menflruum ,  called  the  Blood  of 
the  Green  Lyon  ;  the  Liquor  being  thus  mix’d,  putrefie  it  in  a 
Glafs  VefTel  the  fpace  of  fourteen  Days  :  Then  proceed  to  the 
reparation  of  the  Elements,  becaufe  in  this  Blefled  Liquor  you 
have  now  all  the  Fire  of  the  Stone,  hidden  before  in  theFasces ; 
which  Secret  has  been  hitherto  kept  wonderfully  clofe  by  the 
Philofophers :  Now  take  all  the  Menflruum  being  putrifyed,  put 
it  in  a  Venice  Glafs  of  a. fit  fize,  put  an  Alembick  to  it,  and  lute 
with  Linnen  Rags  dipp’d  in  the  white  of  Eggs ;  the  Receiver 
muft  be  very  fpacious,  to  keep  in  the  refpiring  Spirit,  and  with 
a  temperate  heat  feparate  the  Elements  one  from  another,  and 
the  Element  of  Air,  which  is  the  Oyl  ( ardent  Spirit ,  containing  a 
little  white  Oyl  at  the  top  J  will  firft  afcend :  The  firft  Element  be¬ 
ing  diftilled,  re&ifie  it  in  another  Vefiel  fit  for  it,  that  is,  diftil 
feven  times,  till  it  burns  a  Linnen  Cloath,  being  dipp’d  in  it  and 
kindled,*  then  is  it  called  our  rectify ’d  Aqua  ardens ,  which  keep 
very  well  flopp’d,  for  other  wife  the  moft  fubtil  Spirit  of  it  will 
vanilh  away :  In  the  rectifications'  of  the  Aqua  ardens  the  Air 
will  afcend  in  the  form  of  a  white  Oyl,  fwimming  upon  the 
Aqua  gardens')  and  a  citrine  Oyl  will  remain,  which  is  diftilled 
with  a  ftronger  Fire  :  Mercury  being  fublimed,  and  reduced  into 
Powder  diffolv’d  per  deliquium ,  upon  Iron  Plates  in  a  cpld  place, 
pour  a  little,  of  the  Aqua  ardens  to  the  Liquor  being  filfred,  and 
it  will  extrafttne  Mercury  in  the  form  of  a  Green  Oyl  fwim¬ 
ming  a-top,  which  feparate  and  diftil  by  a  Retort,  and  there 
will  afcend  firft  a  Water,and  then  a  thick  Oyl,  which  is  the  Oyl 
of  Mercury  :  Then  diftil  the  Flood  or  Water  of  the  Stone  into 
another  Receiver,  the  Liquor  will  be  whitifh,  which  draw  off  in 
Ralneo  with  a  moderate  heat,  till  there,  re  mains  jn  the  bottom  of 
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the  Cucurbit  a  thick  Oyly  fubftance,  like  melted  Pitch,  keep 
this  Water  by  it  felf  in  a  Glafs  well  ilopp’d.  Take  notice,  when 
firlVthe Liquor  rifeth  white,  another  Receiver  muft  be  put  to, 
becaufe  that  Element  is  wholly  diftilled  :  Two  or  three  drops 
of  that  black  liquid  Oyl  being  given  in  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  do 
Cure  any  Poyfon :  Now  to  this*  black  and  liquid  Matter  pour 
our  Apa  ardens ,  mix  them  well  together,  and  let  the  mixture 
fettle  three  Hours,  then  decant,  and  filtre  the  Liquor,  pour  on 
new  Aqm  ardent,  and  repeat  the  operation  three  times,  then  di¬ 
ftil  again  inBalneo  with  a  gentle  heat,  and  this  reiterate  thrice, 
and  it  will  come  under  the  denomination  of  the  redtify  cl  Blood 
of  Man,  which  Operators  fearch  for  in  the  Secrets  of  Nature  : 
Thus  have  you  exalted  the  two  Elements,  Water,  and  Air,  to 
the1  Virtue  of  a  Quintefience  ;  keep  this  Blood  for  occafion  : 
Now  to  the  black. and  liquid  Matter  or  Earth,  pour  the  Flood 
or  Water  of  the  Stone,  mix  them  well  together,  and  diftil  the 
whole,  till  the  Earth  remains  very  dry  and  black,  which  is  the 
Earth  of  the  Stone  ;  keep  the  Oyl  with  the  Water  for  occafion  : 
Reduce  the  black  Earth  to  a  Powder,  to  which  pour  the  afore- 
laid  Mans  Blood,  digeft  three  Hours,  then  diftil  in  Allies  with  a 
Fire  fuffieiently  ftrong,  repeat  this  Work  three  times,  and  it  will 
be  call’d  the  rectify’d  Water  of  Fire,  and  fo  have  you  exalted  the 
three  Elements,  namely,  Water,  Air,  and  Fire,  into  the  Virtue  of 
a  Quintefience  :  Then  calcine  the  Earthbeing  black  and  dry,  in 
the  bottom  of  the  Reverberatory,  into  a  moft  white  Calx,  with 
which  mix  the  Fiery  Water,  and  diftil  with  a  ftrong  Fire  as  be¬ 
fore  ;  the  remaining  Earth  calcine  again,  and  diftil,  and  that  fe- 
ven  times,  or  till  the  whole  fubilance  of  the  Calx  be  pafsd  through 
the  Alembick,and  then  have  you  the  redtify’d  and  truly  Spiritu¬ 
al  Water  of  Life,  and  the  four  Elements,  exalted  to  the  Virtue 
of  a  Quinteffence  ;  this  Water  will  difiblve  all  Bodies,  putreiie 
and  purge  them  :  This  is  our  Mercury,  our  Lunary,  but  who- 
foever  thinks  of  any  other  Water  befides  this,  is  ignorant  and 
foolilh,  never  attaining  to  the  defired  effedbs. 

This  Menftruum  is  made  of  the  fame  Matter  as  the  precedent 
Menftruums.  Tor  Green  Lyon,  Adrop,PhilofophicalLead,  Mi¬ 
neral  Antimony,  Airy  Gold,  Mercury,  &c.  are  Synonimds  of 
one  and  the  fame  Matter-:  This  Matter  being  dijfolved  in  dijiilt d 
Vinegar ,  and  again  infpijfated  into  a  Gum,  in  tafte  like  Alum ,  is  hy 
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Ripley  in  the  Defer iption  of  the  antecedent  Menftruum  in  Numb. 
6z.  called  Lully’s  Vitriol  of  Azoth,  or  Vitriolum  Azoqueum : 
Lully  in  praPlica  T eft  ament ifZvp.  9.  Pag.  1  J9.  V0I.4.  Th.Chym. 
makes  a  Menftruum  of  B.  C.  By  B.  he  meant  the  faid  Green 
Lyon,  or  common  Argent  vive,  which  as  he fays  elfewhere,  is  more 
common  to  Men,  than  vulgar  Argent  vive.  B.  faith  he ,  Pag. 
IJ3.  of  the  faid  prattica,  fignifies  Argent  vive,  which  is  a  com¬ 
mon  fubftance  confifting  in  every  corruptible  Body,  as  appears 
by  the  property  of  it,  &c.  ByC.he  intended  common  Niter.  C. 
faith  he,  fignifies  Salt  Peter,  which  hath  a  common  (acid)  Na¬ 
ture,  and  like  Argent  vive  by  the  property  of  its  ftrong  (acid) 
Nature,  Pag.  x  54.  4.  Volum.  aforefaid.  By  D.  he  mderftood  Gum 
Adrop,  made  of  the  Green  Lyon.  D.  faith  he,  'fignifies  Azoquean 
Vitriol,  which  corrupts  and  confounds  all  that  is  of  the  Nature 
and  Being  of  common  Argent  vive.  In  the  fame  place,  Both 
C.  and  D.  he  calls  the  purer  mediums.  Cap.  5 8.  Theor.  Teft.  pag. 
96.  You  muft  know  Son!  faith  he,  our  Bath,  you  may  walh 
the  Nature  of  (Phil)  Argent  vive  fo,  as  Nature  could  never  do, 
that  is,  to  make  Argent  vive  a  compleat  Elixir.  But  ( Phil.)  Ar¬ 
gent  vive  and  Metals  being  both  in  Nature,  and  in  your  Work, 
extreams,and  extreams  not  being  able  tojoynthemfelves,  with- 
out  the  Virtue  of  a  middle  difpofition,  which  is  between  the 
foftnefs  of  Argent  Dive,  and  the  hardnefs  of  Metal,  becaufe  there 
is  by  reafon  of  that  middle  difpofition  a  Natural  complyance, 
which  is  the  caufe  of  Conjun&ion  between  Body  and  Spirit,  as 
it  is  in  every  thing  generated,  or  in  capacity  of  being  generated : 
In  Nature  are  many  mediums,  whereof  two  are  more  pure,  and 
more  vifeous,  the  Green  Azoquean  Vitriols,  with  the  llony  Na¬ 
ture,  which  is  the  Salt  and  Nature  of  Stones.  By  the  help  my 
Son !  of  this  contemptible  Matter  is  our  Stone,  which  we  have 
fo  much  fought  for,  procreated,  PSc. 

With  the  other  of  thefe  mediums,  C,  the  ftony  Nature,  Salt' Pe¬ 
ter,  Salt  of  Peter,  or  Niter,  we  have  no  bufmefs  at  prefent ;  hut  le- 
ingfolicitous  of  D.  Gum  Adrop,  or  the  Azoquean  Vitriol  of  Lully, 
it  will  be  worthwhile  to  confult  Lully  himfelf :  Of  which  the  Phi- 
lofopher.  Cap.  5-9.  Theor.  Teftamenti,  thus  Son!  faith  he,  the 
Azoquean  Lyon,  which  is  called  (Azoquean)  Vitriol,  is  by  Nature 
made  of  the  peculiarfubftanee  of  common  Argent  vive,  which  is 
the  Natural  Root,  from  whence  Metal  is  procreated  in  its  own 
•  -  C  c  Mine. 
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Mine.  By  common  Argent  vive,  he  meant  not  the  Vulgar  but 
Philofophical  Argent  vive,  the  natural  Root  as  well  of  Metals  as 
Minerals .  When  we  fay  common  Mercury,  faith  he,  we  fpeak 
of  that, which  the  Philofophers  underfland ;  and  when  we  name 
the  Vulgar,  we  fpeak  of  that  wLich  is  knowrn  to  the  Country¬ 
men,  and  fold  in  Shops.  Cap.  i.  Lib.  Mercuriorum,  which  the 
following  Synonymds  of  this  Mercury ,  namely ,  Chaos,  Nature 
Origo,  Green"  Lyon,  Argent  vive,  Unguent,  Oyl,  Pafture 
and  Liquor  of  great  Value,  do  alfo  teftifie  in  Cap.  45.  Ihecr.  Tefl. 
pag .  75.  VoL  4.  th.  Chym. 

This  common  Argent  vive ,  or  Green  Lyon ,  mifi  be  purged 
from  its  Superfluities ,  before  the  Aroquean  Vitriol  of  Lully, 
or  the  Gum  Adrop  of  Ripley  can  be.  made  of  it.  You  mufl  faith 
he,  my  Son  /  being  a  Student  of  this  Science,  be  ftedfaft,  and 
not  fearch  after  this  or  that,  becaufe  this  Art  is  not  perfe&ed 
with  many  things ;  and  therfore  we  tell  you,  there  is  but  one 
only  Stone,  that  is  Sulphur,  and  one  only  Medicine,  namely, 
-the  composition  of  Sulphur,  to  which  nothing  is  to  be  added, 
only  the  Terreftrialand  Phlegmatick  Superfluities  taken  away, 
becaufe  they  are  and  ought  to  be  feparated  from  our  Argent  vi¬ 
ve,  w7hich  is  more  common  to  men,  than  Vulgar  Argent  vive , 
and  is  of  greater  Price,  Merit,  and  ftronger  Union  of  Nature, 
from  which  and  the  firft  forms  of  it,  it  is  neceflary  to  feparate, 
by  the  known  degrees  of  leparation,  all  that  belongs  not  to 
the  Sal  Armoniack  of  Metals,  &c.  Cap.  18.  theor.  tefl. pag. 
33.  Velum  4.  th.  Chym.  We  fay  there  is  but  one  only  Philo- 
fophical  Stone  Q  volatile  not  yet  fixed,  or  matter  of  a  Menftru- 
um )  extracted  from  the  things  aforefaid  by  our  Magiflery. 
And  therefore  when  it  comes  newly  into  the  World,  you  muft 
not  add  any  other  Powder,  or  any  other  Water,  nor  anything 
incongruous  to  it,  more  than  that,  which  is  born  in  it,  being 
radical  to  its  ow  n  Nature,  and  the  Mother  of  it,  which  feeds 
and  carry ed  it,  that  is  Sulphur,  which  formed  the  Stone  in  a 
Celeftial  Colour:  But  before  you  extra#  fdiftil )  it  ( the 
Stone  )  throughly,  purge,  and  cleanfe  it  from  all  its  Phlegma- 
matick,  Terreftrial,  and  corruptible  Infirmities,  which  are 
contrary  to  its  Nature,  becaufe  they  are  the  death  of  it,  with 
which  it  is  furrourided,  which  do  mortifie  its  vivificative  Spirit. 
Cap.  7.  theor.  tefl.  pag.  20,  of  the  faid  Volum.  It  is  to  be  di- 
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ligently  noted,  that  one  of  the  two  aforefaid  Natural  Principle* 
(j Sulphur  and  Argent  vive  )  is  more  truly  Natural  in  the  whole, 
and  through  the  whole  fubftance  of  it,  as  well  within  as  with¬ 
out,  and  that  is  the  pure  Sulphur,  hot  and  dry,  introducing 
its  form,  that  is,  according  to  which  the  form  of  a  Metal  pur- 
fues  a  pure  effe£fc  :  But  the  other  (  Argent  vive')  is  unnatural, 
that  is  inwardly  natural,  and  outwardly  againft  Nature;  but 
the  internal  natural  part  is  made  proper  and  alfo  con-natural  to 
it  felf,  becaufe  it  comes  by  its  own  Nature,  but  the  external 
part  is  added  to  it  by  accident,  and  is  to  be  naturally  feparated 
from  it  after  the  corruption  (  Patrifaftion))  of  it;  wherefore  it 
is  manifeft  that  fuch  Argent  vive  is  not  in  the  whole  fubftance 
of  it  natural, in  the  firft  reception  of  it, nor  is  depurated  to  the  full, 
unlefs  it  bedepurated  by  the  Ingenuity  of  Art.C.  5 \p.  10.  Codicilli . 

As  to  this  Purification  of  Argent  vive ,  or  the  Green  Lyon,  Rip¬ 
ley  thus :  Wherefore  faith  he,  this  Mercury  Q  the  corrofive  Spi¬ 
rit  of  common  Vitriol  }  is  by  Raymond  called,  Our  Fire  againft 
Nature:  Neverthelefs  the  fame  thing  happens  in  fome  mea- 
fiire  to  this  Mercury  (  the  acidity  of  Vitriol )  as  alfo  to  the  o- 
ther  (  Vegetable  Mercury ,  or  Green  Lyon  )  which  is  our  natural 
Fire :  For  both  of  them  are  hidden  in  the  middle  or  center  of 
their  Bodies,  that  is,  between  the  Phlegmatick  Water  on  one 
fide,  and  Terreftrial  Graffituae  on  the  other  fide,  nor  are  they 
obtained  without  the  great  Induftry  of  Philolbphy,  and  fo 
thole  parts  can  avail  us  nothing,  except  only  their  middle  fub¬ 
ftance  :  For  faith  Raymond ,  We  take  neither  of  the  firft  Prin¬ 
ciples,  becaufe  they  are  too  fimple,  nor  of  the  laft,  becaufe  they 
are  too  grofs  and  feculent,  but  only  of  the  middle;  wherein 
is  the  Tin&urc,  arid  true  Oyl,  feparated  from  unclean  Terre- 
ftreity,and  Phlegmatick  Water :  Therefore  faith  Raymond  thus; 
The  unftious  Moifture,is  the  near  Matter  of  our  Phyfical  Argent 
vive,  pag .  289.  Pupillae  Alchym . 

Argent  vive,  or  the  Green  Lyon,  is  purified  by  common  Vitriol , 
as  thus :  When  the  Argent  vive  is  put  in  a  dry  Vitriolated 
Vapour  (  Spirit  of  Vitriol )  which  is  a  fharp  W ater,  it  is  pre- 
fently  clifiolved  by  the  Incifion  and  Penetration,  caufed  by  the 
lharpnefs,  being  manifeftly  ftrong,andindiflolving,is  converted 
into  the  Nature  of  Terreftrial  Vitriol,  not  taking  a  Metalick, 
nor  a  clear  Cceleftial  Form,  as  appears  after  the  evaporation  of 
-  .  ,  C  c  z  the 
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the  faid  Water,  and  the  congelation  of  it  in  the  form  of  Yel¬ 
low  Criftals,  which  Yellownefs  proceeds  from  the  fharp  Sul¬ 
phurous  Terreftreity,  which  was  beyond  mealure  mixed  in  the 
faid  Water  by  Atoms,  with  an  Homogeneous  Univerfality  and 
fimplicity,  which  fimplicity  was  taken  and  bound  by  the  faid 
Terreflreity,  with  the  alteration  of  the  Light,  Clarity,  and 
Lucidity  into  Obfcurity,  &c.  Cap .  89.  Theor.  left.  141.  Vol 
4.  Th.  Chym.  Son/  the  thick  Vitriolated  Vapours  from  which 
Vitriol  is  produced,  is  very  fharp  and  pontick,  and  therefore 
penetrates  the  parts  of  the  Sulphur,  and  Argent  vive  being  de¬ 
purated,  and  penetrating,  tingeth  that  purify  ?d  Matter,  con¬ 
gealing  it  into  the  Form  ot  that  Vitriolated  and  yellow  Ter- 
reflrial  Vapour,  which  is  mixed  with  them.  Wherefore  what 
we  have  faid  ismanifeft,  that  is,  This  is  the  great  Gate,  name¬ 
ly,  that  the  Terreftrial  Virtues  muft  not  excel  the  Cceleflial, 
but  on  the  contrary,  if  you  will  have  the  thing  defired,  Cap. 
85*.  Theor .  Teft.  pag.  1 37.  of  the  fame  Volume.  You  may  re¬ 
member  that  you  w’ould  put  nothing  with  the  Menflrual  (;  the 
Matter  of  the  Menftrunm  )  but  that  which  proceeded  from  it  at 
the  beginning  of  its  mixtion  $  for  if  you  add  an  incongruous 
thing,  it  will  prefently  be  corrupted  by  the  incongruous  Nature, 
nor  will  you  ever  have  that  which  you  would  have.  Gold 
and  Silver,  and  Mercury  are  difTolved  in  our  Menflrual,  becaufe 
it  participates  with  them  in  proximity  and  vicinity  of  the  firfl: 
Nature,  and  from  hence  will  you  ext  raft  a  white  Fume,  which 
is  our  Sulphur,  and  the  Green  Lyon,  which  is  your  Unguent, 
and  the  flunking  Water,  which  is  our  Argent  uive  :  But  it  is 
requefite  for  the  Green  Lyon  to  be  throughly  diflolved  in  the 
Aqua  Foetens ,  or  flunking  Water,  before  you  can  have  the 
faid  Fume,  which  is  our  Sulphur,  which  Sulphur  is  indeed  the 
fame  way  diflolved  from  the  Body,  congealing  the  Spirit  in  the 
form  of  a  dry  Water,  which  we  call  Stone,  and  the  higheft  Me¬ 
dium  of  all  our  Work,  which  is  the  connexion  and  aggregation 
of  both  Natures,  that  is,  of  Body  and  Spirit.  Son  !  This  Wa¬ 
ter  is  called  Aqua  ignis ,  or  if  you  had  rather  Ignifaqua,  that 
undeclinable  Word ,  becaufe  it  burns  Gold  and  Silver  better  than 
Elementary  Fire  can  do,  and  becaufe  it  contains  in  it  heat  of  a 
Terreftrial  Nature,  which  diflblves  without  Violence,  which 
common  Fire  cannot  do.  Wherfore  we  enjoy n  you  to  make  the 
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Magiftery  of  tHe  hotteft  things  you  can  get  in  Nature,  and  you 
will  have  a  hot  Water,  which  diflblveth  all  things,  Cap .  59.  * 

Theor.  Teft.  Tag .  98.  Of  the  fame  Volume. 

Thefe  Sayings  Ripley  comprehends  in  fhort^  thus  :  Thefe  Words, 
faith  hei  may  ferve  a  Wife  Man  in  order  to  know  and  acquire 
the  Green  Lyon  :  But  this  Noble  Infant  is  called  Green  Lyon ,  be- 
caufe  being  diffolved  it  is  Cloathed  in  a  Green  Garment.  Yet 
out  of  rksoGreen  Lyonoi  Fools  ( Vitriol )  is  extracted  by  a  violent 
Fire,  that  Water  which  we  call  Aqua  forth  (Spirit  of  Fit  riot)  in 
which  the  faid  Lyon  ought  to  be  Elixirated.  For  all  Alchymi- 
cal  Gold  is  made  of  Corrofives,  &c:  Pag.  1 39.  Medulla  Phil. 

Phis  Argent  vive,  Green  Lyon,  Philofophers  Lead,  &c.  being 
purifyed  with  Vitriol ,  mufl  be  further  matured  or  calcined  into  a  red 
Colour ,  Minium,  Lead  calcined,  Sericon,  &c.  E.  { that  is ,  Vitrio - 
lated  Azoth,  Pag.  1 5.  Theor.  Tejl. )  the  fourth  ( 'Medium  or  Prin¬ 
ciple)  is  afubftance  produced  from  its  Mine,  andin  it,  more  near 
to  the  Nature  of  Metals,  which  is  by  fome  called  Calc  ant  is,  and 
Azoth  Vitreus  Mercury  Vitriolated,or  Azoquean  Vitriol)  which  is 
the  Earth  and  Mine  of  Metals,  and  is  by  another  Name  called ' 
Vrifms ,  of  fliining  white  and  red  within  Black  and  Green  open¬ 
ly,  having  the  Colour  of  a  Venomous  Lizard ,  immediately  ge¬ 
nerated  out  of  Argent  vive ,  tpe  Matter  aforelaid  impregnated 
with  the  faid  hot  and  dry  fulphurous  Vapour  (of  common  Vitri¬ 
ol)  in  its  refolution  congealed  into  a  Lizard ,  in  which  (Azoth 
Vitriolated)  is  the  form  and  fpecies  of  the  {linking  Spirit  in  its 
mixtion,  the  Mineral  heat  of  which  is  multiplyed,  which  S  the 
Life  of  Metal,  and  is  fignified  by  E.  Cap.  3  .  Theor.  Tefiam.  Pag. 

12.  Volume.  4.  Theat .  Chym.  And  a  little  after  :  In  the  Work  of 
Nature  is  Argent  vive ,  but  not  fuch  as  is  found  upon  the  Earth, 
nor  will  be,  till  it  be  firft  turned  into  an  apoftemated  and  veno¬ 
mous  Blood.  In  the  fame  place:  You  mufl:  know  Son!  that 
by  Art  and  Natur 0  Argent  viv'e  is  congealed  by  an  acute  Water, 
uuderftand  therefore  Philofophically,  becaufe  ifit  were  riot  lharp 
and  acute,  it  could  not  penetrate,  which  is  the  firft  aftion  in 
diflolution,  after  which  diflolution  it  is  returned  into  an  apofte¬ 
mated  Blood,  by  the  mutation  of  its  own  Nature  into  another. 

Son  I  there  are  two  things,  which  ought  to  flick  together  by  the 
agreement  of  contrariety,  one  pure,  the  other  impure  ,*  the  im¬ 
pure  recedes,  Fire  being  an  Enemy,  by  reafon  of  its  Corruption  • 

the 
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the  other  remains  in  Fire,  fiecaufe  of  its  purity,  being  tranfmu- 
ted  into  Blood,  and  this  is  our  Argent  vive,  and  our  whole  Se¬ 
cret,  cloathed  with  a  tripartite  Garment,  that  is,  black,  white, 
and  red,  and  that  alone  we  want  for  the  purpofe  of  our  Magi- 
ftery,  Argent  vive  containing  all  that  is  neceiTary  for  a  Quintef- 
fence.  There  is  in  Mercury  whatfoever  Wife  Men  leek;  for 
under  the  lhadow  of  it  lies  a  fifth  fubflance;  for  the  fubflance 
of  it  is  pure  and  incombuflible  ;  and  all  of  it  is  nothing  elfe  but 
Gold  and  Silver  (not  common  Metals ,  lut  airy ,  being  in  Mercury, 
or  the  Green  Lyon)  melted  and  fufed  within  and  without  by 
Virtue  of  the  Fire  (againfl  Nature ~)  and  afterwards  purify ’d  and 
feparated  from  all  its  Original  Blemifh  and  Pollution  ;  for  that 
Gold  which  isincombuflible,  remains  fufed  and  liquid,  and  im¬ 
parts  its  Golden  Nature  in  the  faid  Mercury,  &c.  Cap.  62.  Theer. 
Tefi.Pag.  103.  Volume ,4.  Th.Chym . 

Out  of  this  Phiiofophical  Minium,  calcined  Lead,  or  Sericon 
only,  the  Adepts  fometimes  difiilled  their  Menflruums  ;  for  Exam¬ 
ple ,  the  fir  ft  of  this  Kind  in  Numb.  59.  Sometimes  they  diffolved  this 
Minium  in  difiilled  Vinegar ,  which  being  drawn  off \  they  reduced 
it  into  Gum  Adrop,  or  Luilys  Azoquean  Vitriol,  out  of  which  they 
then  difiilled  the  finking  Menflruum,  or  Mertftruum  feetens,  in 
Numb .  60.  Sometimes  they  diffolved  Gum  Adrop  per  deliquium 
firft,  and  then  difltlhd  it.  The  thirteenth  way  of  pradifing, 
faith  Ripley ,  as  it  here  appears,  is  very  curious,  and  that  is  in  Sa¬ 
turn,  (PhilofophicaP)  rubified  in  a  Glafs  VefTel  flopp’d,  to  prevent 
refpiration,  with  a  ftrong  and  continual  Fire,  till  it  becomes  red : 
Take  therefore  that  rubified  Saturn ,  and  pour  a  good  quantity 
of  difiilled  Vinegar  upon  it,  and  fhake  it  very  often  every  Day 
for  a  Month  (a  Week)  then  feparate  the  Vinegar  by  a  Filtre, 
and  take  only  that  which  is  clear  without  Faeces,  and  put  it  in 
Balneo  to  dilbil,  and  after  the  feparation  of  the  Vinegar,  you 
will  find  at  the  bottom  of  the  VelTel  a  white  or  sky-Coloured 
Water,  which  take,  and  being  put  in  a  Bladder  five  double,  to 
keep  out  the  Water,  diflblve  it  in  Balneo  intoacriftalline  Water  ; 
put  that  Water  in  a  Diftillatory,  and  if  you  will,  feparate  the 
Elements  from  it,  or  diflil  the  difiblved  Water,  which  redifie  in 
a  Circulatory,  and  the  Earth  which  remained  in  the  bottom  (in 
the  d if  illation)  calcine,  till  it  grows  like  a  Sponge,  and  then  is  it 
very  fit  to  reaffume  its  Mercury  feparated  from  it,  that  a  new 

Generation. 


(  !*#*  ) 

Generation  may  be  made,  and  a  Son  brought  forth,  which  is 
called  King  of  Fire ,  and  which  is  fo  great  in  the  Love  of  all  the 
Philofophers,  Cap-  ij-Philof-  Pag-  220.  Of  this  Work  Ripley  wade 
mention  :  Cap.  4.  of  the  fame  Book ,  Pag.  194.  Saying  ,  There  is 
moreover  another  Work  in  Gum  produced  by  Vinegar  from  red 
Saturn ,  out  of  which  is  the  reparation  of  the  Elements  made,  af¬ 
ter  it  is  diflolved  in  Bladders :  The  Menftruums  of  Gum  Adrofa 
which  way  foever  made,  were  called  (linking  Menftruums ,  be- 
caufe  of  the  (linking  fmell :  This  Water,  faith  Ripley ,  hath  a 
mod  (harp  tafte,  and  partly  alfo  a  (linking  fmell,  and  therefore 
is  called  (linking  Menftruum.  Affafcetida  alfo  is  fo  called  from  the 
fmell,  which  our  Mercury  hath  when  it  is  newly  exm&ed Xpt 
of  its  polluted  Body,  becaufe  that  fmell  is  like  Affafatida ,  acr 
cording  to  the  Phdofopher,  who  faith  ;  That  (link  is  word  bei 
fore  the  preparation  of  this  Water,  which  after  the  circulating  of 
it  into  a  Qaintedence,  and  good  preparation,  it  is  pleafant  and 
very  deleftable,  and  becomes  a  Medicine  againft  the  Leprofie* 
and  all  other  Difeafes,  without  which  Gold  vive,  you  can  never 
make  the  true  potable  Gold,  which  is  the  Elixir  of  Life  and  Me¬ 
tals,  Adrop -  Phil-  Pag-  548.  Volum-  6.  The  at-  Chyrrt- 

Thefe  Menftruums  they  called  White  Fume,  becaufe  of  their 
white  and  opake  Colour -  It  is  alfo  called  White  Fume ,  filth  Ripley y 
nor  without  caufe,  for  in  diftillation  a  white  tuple  goeth  out 
firft,  before  the  red  Tin&ure,  which  afeending  into-the  Alem- 
bick,  makes  the  Glafs  white  as  Milk,  from  whence  it  is  alfo  cal¬ 
led  Lac  Virginis\  or  Virgins  Milk-  In  the  fame  place  :  Out  of 
the  red  Fume  or  red  TinClure,  otherwife  call'd  the  Blood  of  the  Green 
Lyon,  the  Adepts  did  by  rectification  alone  prepare  two  Mercuries , 
namely,  red  and  white  .-  Upon  this  cccafion,  faith  Ripley ,  I  will 
teach  you  a  generalRule  :  If  you  would  make  the  white  Elixir , 
you  muft  of  neceffity  divide  your  Tinfture  {the  Blood  of  the 
Green  Lyon^i  into  two  parts,  whereof  one  muft  be  kept  for  the 
red  Work,  but  the  other  diftilfd  witha  gentle  Fire  ;  and  you 
will  obtain  a  white  Water,  which  is  our  white  Tinfture,  pur 
Eagle,  our  Mercury  and  Virgins  Milk  :  When  you  have  thefe 
two  Tin&ures,  or  the  white  and  red  Mercury,  you  will  be  able 
to  praftife  upon  their  own  Earth,  or  upon  the  Calx  of  Metals  * 
for  the  Philofophers,  fay,  we  need  not  rare  what  fubftance  the 
Earth  is  of,  &c.  Adr-  Phil- pfi  5 4.  Volf  -  Thtat-  Chy-  Roger  Bacon 
made  a  two-fold  Mercury  thus  :  "  -  ‘  64.  The 
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64.  The  Green  Lyon  of  Roger  Bacon. 

A  Raymundo  Ganfrido  in  verbo  abbreviate)  de 
Leone  Viridi.  Rag.  264.  Thefauri  Cbymici 
Baconis.  ,  • 

T He  abbreviated  mo!i  true  and  approved  Word  of  hidden 
things  being  manifefted,I  have  in  a  fhort  Difcourfe  abre- 
viated  to  you  in  the  Work  of  Luna  and  Sol in  the  fir  ft  place 
earneftly  requiring  the  Readers  not  to  expofe  fo  Noble  a  Pearl 
to  be  trodden  upon  by  Dogs  or  Swine ;  for  this  is  the  Secret  of 
all  the  Philofophers  Secrets,  the  Garden  of  Delights,  Spices,  and 
all  Treafures,  into  which  he  that  hath  once  entred,  will  want 
no  more :  Now  that  Word,  not  without  caufe  defired  by  many 
Men,  was  firft  declared  by  our  eminent  Doctor  Roger  Bacon  ; 
afterwards  J.  Fryer  Raymund  Jeffery,  Minifler  General  of  the 
Order  oftheFryersMinors,  took  care  to  explain  the  Word, with 
as  much  brevity  as  I  could,  to  the  Sons  of  Philofophy.  In  the 
Name  of  Chrift  then, take  a  great  quantity  of  the  ftrongeft  Vi¬ 
negar  diligently  diftilled  through  an  Alembick,  in  which  diflolve 
a  good  quantity  of  the  Green  Lyon ,  being  diflolved, diftil  through 
a  Filtre,  and  keep  it  inGlafs  Cucurbits  well  flopp'd  :  If  any  re¬ 
markable  part  of  the  Lyon  remains  undiflblved,  diflolve  it  with 
the  aforefaid  Vinegar,  and  diftil  through  a  Filtre,  and  being  dif- 
folved,  joyn  it  with  the  other  Waters  before  referved  in  the 
Cucurbits,  then  take  the  referved  Waters  fdiflclutions)  and  diftil 
them  all  in  Balnea  Maries,  applying  Alembicks  to  them  well 
luted,  that  the  Cucurbits  may  not  refpire,  put  Fire  under,  and 
receive  all  the  Waters,  which  will  be  diftilled,  but  have  a  care 
that  the  diflolved  Lyon  be  not  altogether  congealed  in  the  Cucur¬ 
bits,  but  that  it  may  remainliquidor  foft  5  then  take  all  the  Cu¬ 
curbits,  and  put  all  that  is  in  them  into  one  Cucurbit,  which 
lute  well  with  its  Aluoabick,  and  put  it  in  a  Furnace  of  Allies, 
as  is  fitting,  and  put  a  gentle  Fire  under,  becaufe  of  the  temper 
of  the  Glafs,  and  becauie  of  the  Heterogeneous  moifture,  which 

is  in  the  Lyon  to  be  rooted  -but: "Arid  take  notice,  that  mult  be 
J  -  always 
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always  done  with  a  gentle  Fire,  but  when  the  Heterogeneous 
moiilure  is  gone  over,  ftrengthen  the  Fire  by  little  and  little,  and 
have  an  Eye  continually  to  the  Beak  of  the  Alembick,  if  a  red 
Liquor  begins  to  go  over,  but  if  it  does  not  yet  go  over,  con¬ 
tinue  the  afctefaid  Fire  till  it  doth;but  when  you  fee  the  red  Li¬ 
quor  diftil,  change  the  Receiver  forthwith,  and  lute  it  well  to  the 
Beak  of  the  Alembick,  and  then  ftrengthen  the  Fire,  and  you 
will  have  the  Blood  of  the  'Lyon  exceeding  red,  containing  the 
four  Elements,  very  odoriferous  and  fragrant  {after  clue  putre¬ 
faction)  keep  it  therefore  in  a  good  Phial  well  flopp’d:  Then  take 
the  Blood, and  put  it  in  a  Phial  clofe  flopp’d  to  putrefie  and  digeft, 
in  hot  Dung,  changing  the  Dung  every  five  Days,  there  to  be 
digefted  for  the  fpaceof  fifteen  or  fixteen  Days,  and  this  is  done, 
that  the  Elementary  parts  may  be  difTolved,  and  be  fitter  to  be 
divided  into  the  four  Elements,  and  that  by  diftillation  ;  being 
putrify’d  fifteen  or  fixteen  Days,  take  it  out,  and  put  it  into  a 
fit  Cucurbit,  to  be  diftilled  with  a  gentle  Fire  i  nBalneo  Mar  ice; 
but  it  is  enough  for  the  Water  to  boyl  with  the  Fire,  take  the 
Water  ( diftilled )  and  the  Fasces,  which  you  find  at  the  bottom 
of  the  Cucurbit,  keep  carefully  the  Water  which  you  diftilled, 
diftil  feven  times,  always  referving  the  Faeces  which  it  makes, 
with  the  other  Fasces  referved  before  ;  and  lo  you  will  have  a 
fplendid  Water,  clear  and  white  as  Criftal,  and  very  ponderous, 
which  is  laid  to  be  the  Philofophers  Mercury  hidden  by  all  the 
Philofophers,  and  cleanfed  and  purified  from  all  its  fuperfluities, 
moft  choice,  and  moft  pretious  ;  keep  it  therefore  warily  and 
wifely  in  a  Phial  well  flopp’d  ;  Then  take  all  the  Farces  of  the 
Mercury,  as  I  have  faid,  before  referved,  grind  them  well  on  a 
Marble  {with  the  Phlegm  of  difli/Cd  Vinegar)  dry  them  in  the 
Sun,  and  grind  again,  from  time  to  time  imbibing  them  with 
the  Water  of  diftilfd  Vinegar  upon  the  Marble,  and  drying  in 
tta  Sun,  and  repeat  the  operations  of  grinding,  imbibing,  and 
drying,  tilialfthe  blacknefs  and  fuperfluity  is  driven  out  of  the 
Fasces,  which  you  will  know  thus :  If  the  Fasces  be  red,  or,  red- 
difii,  or  citrine  by  the  aforefaid  imbibitions  and  ablutions,  then 
it  is  well  done  ;  but  if  they  be  yet  black,  repeat  the  contritions, 
iaibibitions3and  deficcati6rts3  till  you  have  the  fign  aforefaid,  and 
then  keep  them  :•  Then  take  a  Gkfs  Cucurbit,  Wherein  put  the 
afoitfaid  Fasces  above  prepared,  with  a  good  quantity  of  diftillcb 
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Vinegar,  and  fet  it  in  a  Furnace,  that  is,  in  Balneo  Maria ,  put 
Fire  under,  and  continue  it  in  courfe,  till  the  Faxes  afoi  eiaid 
be  throughly  diffolved  by  Virtue  of  the  Vinegar  and  Fire,  and 
bein<T  well  dillblved,  take  the  Cucurbit  from  tlie  Fire,  and  diltil 
them  through  aFiltre  as  is  fitting,  all  that  Water  (diffolution  of 
the  Faeces')  being  thus  diftilled  (jilt  red)  put  it  in  anew  Cucurbit, 
well  flopp’d  ;  but  if  any  confiderable  part  remains  in  the  F  litre 
to  be  diffolved,  takethat  part,  and  fet  it  again  upon  the  Fire  as 
you  did  the  firft  F&xes,  in  Balneo  Maria-,  tilli  it  be  diffolved,  that 
you  may  diffclve  thofe  Faxes  which  remained  with  the  Vinegar, 
as  you  diffolved  the'firft  Faxes  in  Balneo  with  Vinegar  in  a  Cu¬ 
curbit,  then  diftil  through  a  Filtmas  before,  and  put  it  with  the 
other  Water  diftill’d  before, which  you  referred  r then  takefhat 
new  Cucurbit,,  in  which  you  put  the  aforefaid  Faxes  ciifioived. 
and  diflilled  before,  and  lute  it  well  with  its  Aierobick,  let  it  on 

a  Furnace  in  Balneo,  give  Fire,  and  diftil  as  is  fitting  ;  but  la/e 

a  care  that  the  Faxes  be  not  throughly  dryed  but  let  them  be 
moiftor  liquid  :  Then  take  down  the  Cucurbit  from  the  Fur¬ 
nace,  put  it  upon  Aihes  fiftedand  well  preisd,  and  give  it  a  gen¬ 
tle  Fire  for  the  tempering  of  the  Glafe,  and  extracting  the  He¬ 
terogeneous  moiflure,  which  it  hath  from  the  Vinegar,  an  ee 

often  to  the  Beak  of  the  Alembick,  if  a  Golden  or  Ruddy  Liquor 
diftills,  if  not,  cohtinue  the  Fire  till  it  does  ;bemg  diftil  led,  pre-, 
fently  change  the  Glafs  being  very  clean,  and  lute  it  very  we  to 
the  Beak  of  the  Alembick,  then  ftrengthen  the  Fire,  receive  the 
Ruddy  Oyl,  and  thus  continuethe  Fire,  till  all  the  Liquor  be  di¬ 
ftill’d  and  fave  the  Faxes  becaufe  they  are  the  Fife,  but  the  Oyl 
aforefaid  the  Philofophers  us’d  to  call  their  occult  Sulphur  ; 
which  you  muft  rettifie  thus  :  put  it  again  in  a  Cucurbit,  put 
on  an  Alembick  well  luted,  then  fet  it  on  a  Furnace  m  Aflres  ad. 
minifter  a  gentle  Fire,  till  it  diftils,  receive  the  Liquor  which  di¬ 
ftills  in  a  Bottle  well  flopp’d  with  the  Beak  of  the  Alembick, and 
the  remaining  Faxes  fave,  becaufe  they  are  the  Hre  :  joynthat 
Fire  with  the  other  Fire  referv’d,  and  fo  putrene  by  dillilhng  it 
feven  times,  andreferving  the  Fasces,  it  makes,  as  I  faid  before, 
and  fo  you  will  have  your  Air  or  Sulphur  well  depurated,  clear, 
bright,  and  perfeftly  purified,  and  of  a  Gold  Colour,  OV- 

the-  Blood  of  the  Green  Lyon  being  Fifteen  Days  putrify  «,Ba- 
,nn  Mated  Seven  times  h  Balneo,, into  a  clear  and  ponderous  Wa- 
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ter,  which  he  call'd  the  Philofophers  Mercury ;  out  of  the  Fatccs 
left  in  the  r dl  ifi cations  of  this  Mercury,  diffolved  in  diftilled  Vine - 
gar,  he  made  a  new  Gum,  out  of  which  he  then  diftilled  a  Golden 
Liquor,  or  ruddy  Oyl,  which  after  the  Seventh  r  edification  he  would 
have  be  the  Philofophers  Air,  or  Sulphur  well  depurated,  clear  and 
bright :  But  Ripley  ufed  two  ways  in  rectifying  the  ftinking  Men¬ 
ftruum,  or  Green  Lyon,  for  either  he  divided  the  frefh  Blood  of 
the  Green  Lyon  into  two  parts,  diftilling  only  one  half;  the  diftil - 
led  part  he  called,  white  Mercury,  white  Tina ure,  Virgins- 
milk,  (Sc-  The  other  remaining  part  he  calls  the  red  Mercury, 
red  Tinaure,  (Sc.  as  it  may  be  feen  in  his  Book  called  Adrop 
Phil,  in  the  place  before  alleadged;  or  putrify  d  the  whole  Menftruum, 
the  Blood  together  with  the  white  Fume  the  fpace  of  Fourteen  Days, 
which  after  that  he  divided  into  three  Subftances,  a  burning  Wa¬ 
ter,  a  Water  thick  and  white,  and  an  Oyl,  of  which  at  length  he 
made  a  Vegetable  Menftruum,  which  is  defcribed  by  Lully  in 
Poteftate  Divitiarum,  and  by  Ripley  (above  in  Thumb.  35.)  in  his 
Vade  Mecum. 

Concerning  thefe  three  Subftances  of  the  ftinking  Menftruum,  Rip¬ 
ley  hath  thefe  following  Sayings,  in  hf  Bock  named  Terra  Terrs 
Philofoph.  pag.  319.  where  thus :  When  therefore  you  have  ex- 
traaed  all  the  Mercury  out  of  the  Gum,  know,  that  in  this 
Mercury  are  contained  three  Liquors,  whereof  the  firft  is  a 
burning  Aqua  vita:,  which  is  extra&ed  by  a  moft  temperate 
Balneo :  This  Water  being  kindled,  flames  immediatly,  as  com¬ 
mon  Aqua  vitae,  and  is  called  our  attraaive  Mercury,  with 
which  is  made  a  Criftalline  Earth,  with  all  Metallick  Calxes 
alfo,  of  which  I  will  fay  no  more,  becaufe  in  this  Operation 
we  want  it  not  :  After  tiftt  there  follows  another  Water  thick 
and  white  as  Milk,  in  a  fmall  quantity,  which  is  the  Sperm  of 
our  Stone,  fought  by  many  men;  for  the  Sperm  is  the  Origi¬ 
nal  of  men  and  all  living  Creatures;  whereupon  we  do  not 
undefervedly  call  it  our  Mercury, becaufe  it  is  found  in  all  things 
and  all  places;  for  without  it  no  man  whatfoever  lives:  and 
therefore  it  is  faid  to  be  in  every  thing.  This  Liquor,  which 
now  you  ought  to  efteem  moft  dear,  is  that  Mercury,  which 
we  call  Vegetable,  Mineral,  and  Animal,  our  Argent  vive,and  > 
Virgins-milk,and  our  permanent  Water:  With  this  Mercurial 
Water  we  wafh  away  the  Original  Sin,  and  pollution  of  our 
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Earth,  till  it  becomes  white,  as  Gum,  foon  flowing  ;  but  alter 
the  diftillation  of  this  aforefaid  YY ater,  will  appear  an  Oyl  by 
a  ftrong  Fire;  with  this  Oyl  we  take  a  red  Gum,  which  is  our 
Tindure,  and  our  Sulphur  vive,  which  is  otherwife  called  the 
Soul  of  Saturn,  and  Living  Gold,  our  pretioijs  Tin&ure,  and 
our  moft  beloved  Gold,  oi  which  never  man  fpoke  fo  plainly; 
God  forgive  me  therefore,  if  I  have  any  way  offended  him,  be¬ 
ing  conitrained  to  gratifie  your  will. 

Some  great  Myftery  of  Art  is  here  difcovered  ly  Ripley,  for 
the  revealing  of  which  he  fears  the  d if  pie  ajure  of  not  only  the  Adepts, 
but  of  God  himfelf :  Lully,  and  others  have  indeed  plainly  enough 
declared  to  their  Difciples ,  though  perhaps  it  may  not  appear  to  us 
being  lefts  inftrufled  in  the  matter ,  what  our  Green  Lyon  is,  what 
common  Mercury  more  common  to  us  than  common  Argent  vive,  what 
the  Azoquean  Vitriol  is,  and  the  Men  fir  mm  made  thereof ;  but  Rip¬ 
ley  affirms  that  no  man  ever  fpoke  fo  plainly  of  the  prefent  Secret. 
The  Adepts  have  indeed  in  their  Pra flicks  defer ibed  the  ufe  of 
Q  P hilofophical )  Wine  without  any  veyl  efPhilofophy ;  and  among  ft 
them  Raymond  and  Arnold  with  fame  others  have  attained  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  fame,  but  [to  ufe  Ripley 's  expreffon  in  Medulla) 
how  it  might  be  obtained  they  faid  not :  Wherefore  they  being 
filent,  Ripley  the  fir  ft,  and  indeed  the  only  man  of  all ,  declares  to 
us,  that  the  Key  of  all  the  more  facret  Chymy  lyes  in  the  Milk  and 
Blood  of  the  Green  Lyon,  that  is,  that  the  flunking  Menftruum 
(  or  the  parts  of  it.  Mercury  and  Sulphur,  Yirgins  Milk,  and 
the  Lyons  Blood,  white  and  red  Mercury  )  beingfaurteen  Days 
digefted  gently,  is  the  white  and  red  Wine  of  Lully,  and  other  A- 
depts  .*  Nor  was  he  fatisfied  in  declaring  this  freely  to  us,  but  adds 
Strength  and  Light  to  his  Words ,  in  making  a  Yegetable  Menftru- 
un)  the  Rectify  ki  Aqua  vitas  (  defer  ibed  by  Lully  in  Poteftate 
Divitiarum,  and  by  us  in  Plumb.  3 1 .)  of the  faid ftinking  and  corrofive 
Menftruum,  by  which  one  only  example  he  was  pleajed  to  teach  us, 
that  all  Yegetable  Menftruums  may  be  made  of  the  faid  ftinking 
Menftruum:  Lully  s  rectify ’d  Aqua  vitas  is  made  by  divers  Coho - 
bat  ions  upon  its  own  Caput  Mortuum  ;  We  may  if  we  ple.afa  proceed 
by  another  way  or  method:  ffiftil  the  Menftruum  Fee  tens,  being 
fonrteen  Days  digefted,  and  fir  ft  will  afeend  the  Aqua  ardens,  then 
the  Phlegm ,  and  in  the  bottom  will  remain  a  Matter  thick  as 
melted  Pitch ,  which  are  the  Conftitutive  Principles  of  all  Vegeta¬ 
ble  Menftruums.  -  Let 


(  J-97  ) 

Let  as  therefore  defift  from  further  purfuit  of  the  faid  Greerl 
Lyon,  which  we  have  purfued  through  the  Meads  and  Forreft  of 
Diana,  through  the  way  of  (Thilofophical)  Saturn,  even  to  the 
Vineyards  of  Philofophy  :  This  moft  pleafant  place  is  allowed  the 
Difciples  of  this  Art,  to  recreate  themfelves  here,  after  fo  much 
Tains  and  Sweaty  dangers  of  Fortune  and  Life ,  excercifeng  the  work 
of  Women,  and  the  [ports  of  Children,  leing  content  with  the  moft 
red  Blood  of  the  Lyon,  and  eating  the  white  or  red  Grapes  of 
Diana,  the  Wine  of  which  leing  purified,  is  the  moft  fecrei  Se¬ 
cret ,of  all  the  more  fecret  Chymy,*  as  leing  the  white  or  red  Wine  of 
Lully,  the  Nefiar  of  the  Ancients ,  and  their  only  defire ,  the  pecu¬ 
liar  refrefhment  of  the  Adopted  Sons  ;  lut  the  He  art  breaking,  ■ and 
Stumbling-Hock  of  the  Scornful  and  Ignorant . 

But  lefore  we  depart  hence, I  will  prefent  you( Paracelfians)  with 
another  Difh ,  and  that  not  unfavory ,  which  is,  that  the  Virgins* 
milk,  or  white  Mercury  ( otherwife  the  white  Wine  of  Lully  ) 
ext  railed  out  of  the  Green  Lyon  is  ly  Paracelfus  that  Glue  of  the 
Eagle,  or  Green  Lyon,  fo  carefully  fought  for:  For  Eagle  and 
Green  Lyon  are  to  the  Adepts  Synonymds  of  me  fame  thing:  For 
thus  Ripley  lefore  :  You  will  obtain  the  white  Water,  which 
is  our  white  Tinfture,  our  Eagle,  our  Mercury  and  Virgins- 
milk.  Confequently  therefore,  red  Mercury  [or  the  red  Wine  of 
Lully)  is  the  Bloocl  of  the  Red  or  Green  Lyon:  For  the  fame  Ly¬ 
on  is  called  fometimes  Green  (in  his  Touthful  Eft  ate )  fometimes  red 
(in  his  more  grown  Eftatef)  and  therefore  the  Blood  is  fometimes 
faid  to  le  of  the  Green  Lyon,  fometimes  of  the  Red ;  So  Ripley 
( in  the  Menftruum  defer  He  d  in  Numl .  6 1.)  faith ;  Take  the 
Blood  of  the  Red  Lyon  being  moft  Red,  as  Blood,  which  is 
our  Mercury,  and  our  Tin<fture  now  prepared  to  be  poured  up¬ 
on  its  Ferment,  that  is  upon  the  Calxes  of  the  pureft  Gold  : 
alfo  elfewhere;  The  Blood  of  the  Lyon  of  a  Rofey  Colour.  But 
let  us  hear  Paracelfus  himfelf 


The 
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6 5.  The  Green  Lyon  of  Paracelfus. 

Aurei  Feller  is  Germ.p .  41. 

TAke  diftill’d  Vinegar,  wherein  diilblve  the  Green  Lyon> 
putrefie,  filtre  the  Solution,  draw  off  the  Liquor  in  Bal- 
neo  to  an  Oylinefs  •  this  Oyl  or  Refidue  put  in  a  Retort,  diftil 
away  the  moifture  in  Sand  with  a  gentle  Fire:  Then  increafe 
the  Fire,  and  the  Green  Lyon ,  being  compelled  by  the  ftrength 
of  the  Fire  will  yield  his  Glue,  or  Air;  To  the  Caput  mortmm , 
pour  its  Phlegm  (the  moifture  drawn  off")  putrefie  in  Dung  (or 
Balneo )  and  diftil,  as  before,  and  again  will  afcend  the  Spirits ; 
force  it  ftrongly,  and  there  will  come  a  tenacious  Oyl  of  a  Ci¬ 
trine  Colour:  Upon  the  Caput  mortuum  pour  again  the  firft  di- 
ftilfd  Water,  putrefie,  filtre,  and  diftil,  as  before ;  Laftl j  with 
a  moft  ftrong  open  Fire,  and  there  will  come  over  a  Bloody 
Oyl,  which  is  otherwife  called  Fire :  The  remaining  Earth  re¬ 
verberate  into  whitenefs,  &c. 

Hitherto  we  have  had  the  ft  inking  Menftruums  made  of  Azoquean 
Vitriol  only,  yet  fometimes  the  Adepts  have  added  common  Vitriol 
to  it ,  thus . . 

%  \  1  \  y  * 

66.  The  {linking  Menjlruum  made  of  the  Gum 
Acirop,  and  Common  Vitriol  of  Ripley . 

Pug.  357.  Viatici. 

^T^Ake  and  Grind  the  Gum  made  of  Sericon  with  diftilfd 
JL  Vinegar,  and  as  much  of  Vitriol  evaporated,  and  firft 
diftil  the  Water  with  a  gentle  Fire,  then  with  a  ftrong;  receive 
the  Oyl  (blood  of  the  Lyon)  which  feparate  from  the  Water, 
till  you  have  the  pure  Oyl  by  it  felf. 

Sometimes  inftead  of  common  Vitriol ,  they  added  common  Nitre 
to  the  Azoquean  Vitriol;  thus  Lully  in  Pr  attic  a  Left  ament  i  made 
his  flunking  Menftruum. 

*  C  .  ~~  '  r. 
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6j.  The  ftinkjng  Menjiruum  made  of  Azoquean 
Vitriol ,  and  Nitre  of  Lully. 

Cap.  p,  PraH.  Teftam.  p.  1 5 9-  V ol.  4. 

The.  Chym . 

TAke  one  part  of  D,  (D,  fgnifies  Azoquean  Vitriol,  which 
deftroys  and  confounds  all  that  is  of  the  Nature  and  Being  cf 
common  Argent  vi ve,  pag.  iyq.)  and  half  a  part  of  C,  (C,  figni- 
fies  Salt  Peter  or  Nitre,  fag*  1 54  of  the  fame  Volume )  which  being 
very  well  ground,  fitted,  and  mixed  together,  put  in  a  Glafs 
Cucurbit  in  a  Furnace,  and  putting  on  an  Alembick,  in  which 
the  Spirits  are  by  refolution  diftilied  and  condenfed ;  lute  the 
joynts  of  the  Vefiels  with  linnen  Cloath,  impafted  and  fteep- 
ed  in  luting,  made  of  Wheat-flower,  and  the  wrhites  of  Eggs, 
that  the  united  properties  of  the  three  Mercuries,  namely,  Sait- 
ifh,  Vitriolick,  and  Watry,  being  joy  n’d  and  united  together, 
may  be  preferved  .*  And  obferve,  that  the  faid  Powders  put  in¬ 
to  the  Cucurbit  exceed  not  the  weight  of  eight  Ounces ;  and  to 
abbreviate  the  time,  put  oft  he  like  Pow7der  into  tw7o  other  Cu¬ 
curbits,  according  to  the  weight  of  eight  Ounces  in  every  Cu¬ 
curbit,  and  place  them  upon  little  long  Furnaces,  fo  as  I  ihall 
declare  in  the  Chapter  of  Furnaces ;  put  not  above  three  Cu¬ 
curbits  upon  one  Furnace,  for  the  Fire  cannot  adminifter  equal 
heat  to  more,  as  the  mixtion  of  Nature  requires;  and  let  the 
faid  Cucurbits  be  placed  the  diftance  of  five  or  fix  Fingers  one 
from  another,  and  let  the  bottoms  of  the  Cucurbits  be  luted 
with  Potters  Clay  mix’d  well  with  hair,*  put  fine  Afhes  well  fifted 
and  prefied  the  thicknefs  of  five  Fingers  under  them,  and  to  the 
Beak  of  every  Alembick  put  a  Glafs  Phial  with  a  long  Neck  at 
the  end,  becaufe  the  Receiver  of  thofe  Phials  inuft  not  feel  the 
heat  of  the  Furnace,  nor  the  Water  of  the  Phialsflow  back,  nor 
the  Spirits  recede  or  fly  away  :  Then  muflyou  provide  a  good 
quantity  of  Saw-duft,  whereof  take  two  parts,  and  half  a  part 
of  the  husks  of  Grapes,  or  the  powder  of  dry  Fire,  and  mix  it 
with  the  faid  Saw-duft,  and  with  this  Compofition  fill  your 
Furnace,  then  light  your  Fire  at  both  ends,  and  let  it  burn  4  for 

y°u  • 
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you  mull:  make  no  other  Fire,  till  you  lee  fix,  or  ten,  or  fifteen; 
or  twenty  drops  of  Water  diftil,and  when  twenty  have  diftilfd, 
make  your  Fire  with  fmall  Wood  dry,  and  fo  by  little  and  little 
make  the  Fire  flame  diredly  to  the  Matter ;  and  fee  when  it  di- 
ftils,that  the  Water  be  clear,  and  when  it  is  at  fifteen  Points,  and 
the  Water  clear,  and  the  fumes  fubtil,  continue  tlrat  Fire  equally  : 
And  if  you  fee  it  returned  from  fifteen  to  twelve  Points,  or  lefs, 
ftrengthen  the  Fire,  and  continue  it  according  to  the  Point  of 
its  diftillation,  and  then  thirdly,  ftrengthen  your  Fire  one  Point 
further,  and  continue  it  till  nothing  more  diftills,  and  then  let  the 
Fire  go  out,  ftop  your  Furnace,  and  let  the  Matter  cool  ;  and  if 
the  Water  be  clear,  without  any  difturbed  Colour,  or  without 
muddinefs,take  and  keep  it,and  ftop  the  Phial  with  warm  Wax, 
that  nothing  may  refpire,  nor  the  Air  enter,  becaufe  the  Spirits 
which  are  fubtil,  would  prefently  be  corrupted  by  the  Air.  Re¬ 
member,  when  you  begin  to  make  the  Fire  of  dry  Wood,  that 
your  Vellels  muft  be  covered  with  the  aforefaid  Pafte,  and  wrap¬ 
ped  about  with  LinnenCloaths,  and  the  Phials  well  luted  to  the 
Beaks  of  the  Alembicks  with  the  fame  luting,  putting  a  Quill 
between  the  Beak  of  the  Alembick  and  the  Phial ;  tor  whilft 
the  Fire  operates,  the  Air  will  for  the  moft  part  go  out  and  re¬ 
fpire,  when  it  hath  not  a  Receiver  to  retain  it,  for  it  is  hot,  and 
the  fubjefl:  which  retains  it,  is  not  able  to  endure  an  exceeding 
heat,  and  therefore  it  requires  fome  place  wherein  it  may  re¬ 
fpire  ;  when  therefore  you  hear  it  blow,  open  the  Quill-hole  for 
it.  O  Father  !  how  have  you  made  the  practice  thus  tedious ! 
Son!  That  you  may  be  acquainted  with  all  things  both  (mall 
and  great,  and  that  you  may  have  both  a  general  and  particular 
knowledge  of  Fires,  and  other  operations,  as  alfo  of  all  forts  of 
luting;  becaufe  it  is  not  our  intention  to  fpeak  any  more  of  them, 
there  being  nothing  difficult  to  the  wife,xircumfpe£t,  and  intel¬ 
ligent,  and  that  you  may  hereafter  fay,  that  the  {linking  Men- 
ftruum  is  at  your  command,  which  is  a  mean  thing, by  which  all 
Bodies  are  in  a  fliort  time  converted  into  their  firft  Nature,  arid 
it  is  the  pure  and  proper  Original  of  a  wonderful  and  moft  com¬ 
modious  thing,  but  you  muft  know  how  to  apprehend  it  with  a 
clear  underftanding,  &c. 

The  like  Menftrimm  hath  Lully  m  his  Magk  Naturalis,  whi-S 
is  called 

68.  The 
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68.  The  Water  calcining  all  Bodies  of  Lully. 
Magite  Naturalk.  Pag.  35?. 

■a  ~  VV.  1  .  .  v  J  .  •  li  ,  1  ■.  I  J 

TAke  of  the  Earth,  that  is,  D.  (of  Azoquean  Vitriol ;)  five 
Ounces  and  a  half,  and  of  the  Water,  that  is  C.  (of  Salt 
Teter  and  Niter)  two  Ounces  and  a  half,  the  Sum  of  which  is 
the  weight  of  eight  Ounces,  and  being  all  mix’d,  grind  the  Mat¬ 
ter  fine  upon  a  Marble,  then  put  it  in  a  glafs  Veflel  with  an 
Alembick  upon  it,  and  diflil  the  whole  fubftance,  firft  making  a 
gentle  Fire  of  Saw-Duft,  taking  two  parts  of  it,  and  one  part 
and  a  half  of  Coals  fmall  or  ground,  and  a  little  dry  Bran,  and 
light  the  Fire,  and  let  it  kindle  of  it  felf,  till  it  begins  to  diflil 
from  one  Point  to  twelve  (twenty)  Points,  and  then  you  muft 
begin  to  ftrengthen  the  Fire  with  fmall  Wood,  making  the  Fire 
of  the  Flame  right  under  the  Matter,  and  fo  continue  the  Fire 
till  it  be  returned  to  twelve  or  fifteen  Points,  or  alfo  to  fewer, 
and  then  continue  the  whole  Fire  according  to  the  Points  of  its 
diftillation,  and  after  that  ftrengthen  the  Fire  one  Point  further, 
and  continue  it  till  the  Alembick  lofeth  its  Colour,  or  no  more 
diftils ;  then  ceafe,  and  let  it  cool,  gather  the  Water,  keep  it  in  a 
hot  and  moifl  place,  and  have  a  care  that  it  refpires  not :  And 
remember  to  have  a  Quill  in  the  luting  of  the  Beak  of  the  Alem¬ 
bick,  and  the  Neck  of  the  Receiver,  that  you  may  fbmetimes 
draw  it  out,  that  the  Receiver  may  have  vent,  for  the  heat  is 
there  fo  quick,  that  the  Veflel  containing  the  Matter  cannot  en¬ 
dure  it,  wherefore  it  is  requifite  fometimes  to  be  opened  and 
fbmetimes  fhut :  Take  notice,  that  this  Water,  though  made  of 
a  contemptible  thing,  hath  the  power  of  converting  Bodies  into 
their  firft  Matter,  which  being  joyn’d  to  the  Vegetable  Virtue  is 
of  rpuch  perfection,  and  muft  be  put  into  praCtice  prefently 
after  it  is  aiftill’d,  that  the  Spirit  which  is  fubtil  and  of  a  ftrange 
Nature,  may  not  be  loft  by  the  Air. 

The  fame  Menftruum  is  defer  iled  in  Lully’s  Clavicula  under  this 
Title , 
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Cp.  The  Stinking  Menftruum  for  the  dilfolution 
of  the  Calx  of  Gold  and  Silver,  in  order  to 
the  reducing  them  into  Argent  vive. 

;  Cap.  IS-  C lav.  Pag.  2pp.  Vol.  3.  Th.Chym . 

■  1  'j  i  r 

TAkeof  Vitriol  two  Pounds,  of  Salt  Peter  one  Pound,  of 
Cinabar  three  Ounces  Cl  do  not  under fl and  ly  what  Error 
Cinabar  has  crept  in  among  the  other  Ingredients  of  this  Menftru¬ 
um,  for  it  is  acopftitutive  not  of  this,  hut  of  the  following  Menftruum 
for  the  dijfolving,  of  the  PhiloJ'ophers  Stone ;  especially  Lully  himfelf  \ 
in  Cap.  zo.  Clavicuke,  fpeaking  of  the  extracting  of  Mercury  from 
a  perfect  Body,  having  made  no  mention  of  Cinabar,  whereas  notwith- 
fianding  in  the  fame  place  he  gave  a  Defcription  of  this  Menftruum 
in  thefe  few  Words,  faying  :  Put  of  our  flunking  Menftrual,  made 
of  two  parts  of  red  Vitriol,  and  one  of  Salt  Peter,  and  let  the 
aforefaid  Menftruum  be  firft  diftilled  feven  times,  and  well  recti¬ 
fy ’d")  let  the  Vitriol  be  rubified  and  pulverized,  then  put  in  the 
Salt  Peter  and  Cinabar,  and  grind  all  together,  then  put  the 
Matter  in  fit  Veflels  well  luted  to  be  diftill’d  ;  let  it  be  diftill’d 
firft  with,  a  gentle  Fire  as  the  Work  requires,  and  as  they  know 
how  that  have  done  it :  Let  this  Water  be  diftill’d  very  often, 
calling  away  the  Faeces  which  remain  at  the  bottom  of  the  Cu¬ 
curbit,  and  io  it  will  be  your  bell  diftilled  Menftruum. 

.  Sometimes  they  added  common  Vitriol  to  the  Azoquean  Vitriol 
and  Nitre  :  It  isyhus  done. 

jo.  The  Stinking  Menftruum  made  of  Azoquean 
Vitriol,  common  Y  it  10I,  and  Niter  of  Ripley. 
Cap .  1 .  Pag.  143*  Medul.  Phil.Chym. 

tyr  A  d  -Jiq  f  /ffif  if*!) Iff  W  *" 

^TpAke  Vitriol  made  of  the  fowreft  Juice  of  Grapes,  with 
I  the  Fire  of  Nature  and  Sencon  (. Azoqueap-  Vitriol')  joyn’d 
together  in  one  mafs  with  Natural  ( common }  Vitriol  a  little  dry- 
ed?  together  with  the  S oi  Niter ,  and  out  oi  thefe  diftilaWater, 
which  will  firft  be  weak  and  phlegrnatick,  not  colouring  the 

VefTek  which  throw  awav :  Then  will  afeend  a  white  Fume, 

-  .  V  )  which 


c  2°3  ; 

which  will  make  the  Vert'd  look  like  Milk,  which  muft  be  ga¬ 
thered,  till  it  eeafeth,  and  the  Vefibl  is  returned  to  its  former 
colour  :  For  that  Water  is  the  Stinking  Menftrimm,  wherein  is 
our  Quinteffence,  that  is,  the  white  Fume,  which  is  called  the 
Fire  againft  Nature,  without  which  our  Natural  Fire  could  not 
fubfift,  whereof  we  will  fay  more  in  its  proper  place .  And  thele, 
namely,  the  Mineral  and  Vegetable  Water,  being  mix  d  toge¬ 
ther,  and  made  one  Water,  do  operate  contraries,  winch  is  a 
thing  to  be  admired ;  for  this  one  dillolves  and  congeals,  moi- 
fteneth  and  dryeth,  putrefies  and  purifies  diflipates  and  joyns, 
feparates  and  compounds,  mortifies  and  vivifies,  deftroyeth 
and  reftoreth,  attenuates  and  infpiflates,  makes  black  and  white, 
burneth  and  cooleth,  begins  and  ends.  Thefe  are  the  two 
Dragons  fighting  in  the  Gulf  of  Sathalia,  this  is  the  white  and 
red  Fume,  whereof  one  will  devour  the  other :  And  here  t|lc 
difiolving  Veflels  are  not  to  be  luted,  but  onely  ftopp  d  mghtly 
with  a  Linnen  Cloth  and  Maftick,  or  common  Wax  .  For  this 
Water  is  a  Fire  and  a  Bath  within  the  Vefiel,  and  not  without, 
which,  if  it  leels  any  other  ft  tong  lire,  will  be  prefently  ele¬ 
vated  to  the  top  of  the  Vefiel ,  and  if  it  finds  no  reft  there, 
the  Vefiel  will  be  broken,  and  fo  the  compofition  will  be  left 
fruftrated.  So  much  as  this  compounded  Water  difiolves,  fo 
much  it  congeals  and  elevates  ( is  congealed  and  elevated  y  into 

a  glorious  Earth  ;  And  fo  it  is  the  fecret  difiblution  of  our  Stone, 
which  is  alwayes  done  with  the  congelation  of  its  own  \  ater • : 
And  becaufe  this  Fire  of  Nature  is  added  to  the  Water  againft 
Nature,  fo  much  therefore  as  it  loft  of  its  Form  by  the  Fire  a- 
gainft  Nature,  fo  much  it  recovers  by  the  Water  of .  Nature 
that  our  work  by  the  Fire  againft  Nature,  may  notbe  deftroyed 

or  annihilated. 


i. 


From  the  Receipts  we  obferve. 

That  the  Menftruums  of  this  k\nd,  being  wade  of  the  very 
.r  \\j\ur  or  Philofophical  Grapes,  ate  the 

7  r  Vegetable. 

«  *  '  *  /r  '  1 


X#  X  /vvf*'  *  rs  a.  -  j 

latter  of  P'hilolophical  Wine,  or  PI 

i.  That  the  milky  Liquor  or  Spirit,  Virgins  Milk,  white 
Mercury,  the  White  Wine  of  Lully,  and  the  Giew  of  the  Green 
-yon,  called  by  Paracelfus  the  Glew  of  the  Eagle,  terms 
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Synonymous  ;  and  that  the  Red  Liquor,  Blood  of  the  Green  Lyon, 
Red  Mercury,  the  Philofophers  Sulphur,  and  the  Red  Wine  of 
Lully,  otherwife  hy  Paracelfus,  the  Blood  of  the  Red  Lyon,  are 
likewife  Synonym  as . 

3 .  That  the  acid  Mineral  Menftruums,  are  ly  digefion  or  fur¬ 
ther  elaboration,  tranfmuted  either  into  a  fimple  Vegetable  Men¬ 
ftruum,  or  into  the  Heaven  or  Spirit  of  Philofophieal  Wine. 

4.  That  thefe  acid  Menftruums  are  to  be  diflilled  with  very 
great  caution ,  by  reafon  of  the  excejftve  ejfervejcence  of  the  Azoque¬ 
an  Vitriol,  or  rather  Spirit  of  Philofophieal  Wine,  which  is  in 
this  Vitriol  caufed  by  the  Acids. 

5.  That  Mineral  Menflruurns  are  the  Heaven,  or  Eftence  of 
Philofophieal  Wine  diffolved  in  an  Acid,  fo  that  having  acquired 
this  Spirit ,  yon  may  make  them  ex  tempore  by  fmple  difjolution . 

6.  That  the  Menftruums  even  now  prepared ,  are  prefently  to 
be  ufed,  left  they  perifb • 

7.  That  Menftruums  are  by  dijfolving  Bodies  coagulated . 

8.  That  Metallick  Bodies  are  by  thefe  Menftruums  reduced  in¬ 
to  runningMercxwy . 

9.  That  thefe  are  called  Stinking  Menftruums,  becaufe  of  their 
finking  fmell.jBy  the  fmell  alone  we  eafily  diflingaifh  thefe  from  thoje 
fragrant  Menftruums  called  Vegetable.  Thus  the  unfavoury  fmell 
of  rfe  Menftruum  it  felf  proves  that  Morienus  ufed  the  Stinking 
Menftruum.  What  is  the  fmell  of  it ,  faith  King  Calid ,  ly 
way  of  Queflion ,  before  and  after  the  making  of  it  ?  Morienus 
anfweretb ,  Before  it  is  made,  the  fent  of  it  is  fti  ong  and  unfa¬ 
voury  •  but  after  the  preparation  of  it,  it  has  a  good  fent,  ac¬ 
cording  to  that  which  the  wife  man  faith :  This  Water  refem- 
bles  the  unpleafant  fmell  of  a  Body  dead,  and  void  of  life ;  for 
the  fmell  of  it  is  ill,  and  not  unlike  to  the  fmell  of  Graves : 
He  that  can  whiten  the  Soul,  and  caufe  it  to  afcerid  again,  and 
keep  the  Body  well,  and  take  away  all  obfeurity  from  it,  and 
extract  the  ill  favour  out  of  it,  will  be  able  to  infufe  it  into  the 
Body,  and  in  the  hour  of  conjunction  exceeding  Miracles  will 
appear,  Morien .  de  Tranf.  Metal,  p.  33.  Geber  alfo  acknowledged 
himftlf  to  have  operated  with  a  mineral  Menftruum,  Cap .  25.  Sum- 
moe  per  fell  *  The  firft  natural  Principles,  faith  he,  out  of  which 
Metals  are  procreated,  are  the  Stinking  Spirit ,  that  is,  Sulphur, 
and  Water  Vive,  which  alfo  we  allow  to  be  called  dry  Water. 

>  And 
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And  in  another  Place  at  the  end  of  his  Book  de  Inveftigat.  he  goes 
on ;  We  do  by  plain  and  open  proof  conclude  our  Stone  to  be 
nothing  elfe  but  a  Stinking  Spirit ,  and  living  Water,  which  we 
alfo  call  dry  Water,  being  cleanfed  by  natural  decoction  and 
true  proportion  with  fuch  an  Union,  that  nothing  can  be  ad¬ 
ded  or  taken  from  it, to  which  a  third  thing  ought  to  be  added  for 
the  abbreviation  of  the  Work, that  is, a  perfedt  Body  attenuated. 


io.  That  Adrop,  the  Name  of  the  Matter  of  thefe  Menftruums, 
fignifies  the  Philofophers  Saturn,  or  Lead.  The  firft  Matter  of 
this  leprous  Body,  faith  Ripley ,  is  a  vifcous  Water  infpiflated 
in  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth.  The  great  Elixir  for  the  Red  and 
for  the  White,  faith  Vincentius ,  is  made  of  this  Body,  whofe 
Name  is  Adrop,  otherwife  called  Philofophical  Lead,  pag.  132. 
Medul.  Phil.Chym. 

Our  Stone,  faith  Arnold,  in  Speculo  Alchym.  is  called  Adrop, 
which  is  in  Latine  Saturnus,  in  Englifh  Lead,  and  according  to 
the  Trojans  Dragon  or  Tapum,  that  is,  Poyfon,  Septima  Difpof. 
Speculi,  pag.f  96.  Vol.  4.  Lheatr.  Chym.  I  have  fhewed  that  the 
Philofophers  gave  it  divers  Names,  becaufe  of  the  diverfity  of 
Colours; but  as  to  their  Intention,  they  had  one  peculiar  Name, 
that  is,  Roman  Gold,  or  Adrop,  or  Stone  above  all  the  Stones  of 
this  world,  Quarta  difpofitio  Speculi,  pag.  594.  of  the  lame  Vo¬ 
lume.  Laton  and  Azoth  are  together,  and  never  afunder,  but 
remain  always  joyned  together,  but  becaufe  of  the  diverfity  of 
Colours,  the' Philofophers  call’d  them  by  many  Names;  and  > 
as  the  Colours  are  varied  and  changed,  they  impofed  fo  many 
Names ;  becaufe  Azoth  among  the  Indians  is  Gold  ;  among  the 
Hermans  Silver  ;  among  the  Alexandrians  and  Macedonians 
Iron  ;  with  the  Greeks  Mercury  ;  with  the  Hebrews  Tin ;  with 
the  Tartars  Brafs ;  with  the  Arabians  Saturn  ;  and  among  the 
Latines,  and  efpecially  among  the  Romans  Ognividon,  (by  an 
Anagram  Dono  G  vini,  G  fignifying  Philofophical  Mercury, 
or  Sulphur  aqueum ;  )  But  that  none  may  err,  I  fay  it  hath  one 
proper  Name,  and  is  commonly  called  by  men  ;  and  every  one 
knows  the  Stone,  Tertia  difpof.  Specul.  p.  59  3.  of  the  lame  Vo¬ 
lume. 

Some  of  the  Adepts  write  not  Adrop,  but  Atrop  ;  by  which. 
Uame  they  have  been  pleas'd  to  fignife  the  Matter  of  thefe  Men¬ 
ftruums  to  be  as  it  were  the  Gate  of  all  the  mofl  fecret  Chymy : 

for 
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far  Atrop,  by  the  inverfion  of  the  Letters  is  read  Porta,  a  Gate : 
Thus  Robertus  Valenfis  in  Gloria  Mundi ,  pag.  305’.  That 
you  may  attain  (  faith  he  )  to  the  true  foundation,  I  will  once 
again  repeat  it  to  you,  and  call  it  the  firft  Hyle,  that  is,  the 
beginning  ot  all  things ;  it  is  alfo  called  the  only  Holy  ;  appre¬ 
hend  what  Elements  are  in  it  by  thofe  which  are  repugnant  ; 
the  Stone  of  the  Philofophers,  of  the  Sun,  of  Metals,  the  fugi¬ 
tive  Servant,  the  airy  Stone,  the  Thernian  Stone,  Magnefia, 
or  the  corporal  Stone,  Marcafite,  the  Stone  of  Sal  Gemmae ,  the 
Stone  of  Children,  the  golden  Stone,  the  Original  of  worldly 
things,  Xelis,  alfo  byt  inverfion  Silex,  a  Flint,  Xidar ,  by  the 
fame  inverfion  Radix,  Atrop,  by  inverfion,  Porta ,  a  Gate ;  and 
it  hath  alfo  as  many  other  Names,  yet  is  but  one  only  thing. 

To  Robertus  Lully  feems  to  incline ,  who  has  been  pleafed  to  call 
every  alteration  of  the  Azoquean  Vitriol,  or  Matter  of  the  Men- 
ftruums  (f  this  Kind,  the  firft  Porta  or  Gate  of  the  Work ;  thus  he 
call’d  the  diffoluticn  of  The  Matter  the  firft  Gate.  In  our  whole 
Magiftery,  faith  he,  there  are  three  principal' Spirits  neceflary, 
which  cannot  without  the  confummation  of  their  refolution 
be  manifefted,  and  they  are  otherwife  called,  three  Argent 
vives.  And  becaufe  Refolution  is  fo  often  ufed  for  the  Firft 
Gate  of  our  Magiftery  which  we  will  declare;  the  faid  Refo¬ 
lution  is  divided  into  three  principal  parts  .•  The  firft  is  Corpo¬ 
ral,  and  is  called  in  the  Latine  Tongue  Recfage  (  that  is,  Ana- 
grammatically  facere  G\butby  G .he  means  Sulphur  aqueum,  Cap. 
5.  The.  f eft.  pag.  x  r  5.  Vol.  4.  Theat.  Chym.  or  our  Mercury,  Cap. 
zo.  Pratt.  Left.  pag.  170.  of  the  fame  Volume.  )  The  fecond  is 
fpiritual,  and  called  Agazoph.  The  third  is  fpiritual  and  cor¬ 
poral,  and  called  Vbridrugat.  &c. 

When  the  Matter  in  the  Refolution  of  it  appears  black ,  this  Black - 
•xefs  f  for  which  fame  have  call'd  it  Lead  )  he  would  have  to  be 
,a  fign  of  the  firft  Gate.  In  the  firft  Relolution,  faith  he,  lies  all 
the  danger,  and  therefore  I  give  you  notice,  that  you  rauft 
have  the  Sulphurs  of  fimple  Argent  vives  deftroyed  by  heat,  in 
fuch  manner  and  form,  as  that  their  active  property  may  not 
be  expelled  by  extraneous  heat,  and  that  it  may  not  be  fepa- 
rated  from  its  moift  Subject,  which  appears  wholly  black,  full 
of  a  noble  Spirit  :That  Blacknefs  demonftrates  the  fign  of  the 
firft  Gate  leading  into  our  Magiftery,  and  without  it  can  no- 
‘  .  thing 
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thing  be  done,  becaufe  it  is  the  Fire  of  Nature  ,  which  is  to 
create  the  Stone,  and  which  cannot  be  manifefted  without  the 
corruption  of  its  Body,  Cap.  z8.  theor.  left. pag.  yi.  Vol.  4.  Tb. 

Chym .  '  1  ' 

Laflly ,  He  calls  the  Defoliation  of  this  Matter  the  firft  Gate 

alf0.  The  way  of  preparing  the  Stony,  and  fermentable  Spi¬ 
rit  is,  to  take  the  Juice  of  Lunar y,  and  extraft  the  fweat  of  it 
with  a  fmall  and  gentle  fire,  and  you  will  have  in  your  power 
one  of  our  Ardent  vives  in  Liquor,  in  the  form  o(  a  white 
water,  which  is  the  ablution  and  purgation  of  our  Stone,  and 
its  whole  Nature  :  And  that  is  one  of  the  moft  principal  Secrets, 
and  is  the  fir  ft  Gate ,  as  you  may  underhand  by  the  Reafons 
aforefaid,  &c.  Cap.  9.  Theor •  Tejh  pag.zi.  of  the  fame  Volume , 
Being  perfwaded  by  thefe  and  the  like  Quotations,  I  may  affirm, 
that  Atrop  is  to  be  written  rather  than  Adrop,  becaufe  lejides 
the  Blacknefs  or  Philofophical  Lead ,  Atrop  fignifies  the  beginning 
or  firft  Gate  of  the  Work . 

11.  That  in  the  Adeptical  Chymy  are  many  Green  Lyons,  to  be 
necejfarily  diftinguifbed  one  from  another. 

By  the  firft  the  Adepts  meant  the  Coeleftial  Sun ,  governing  the 

whole  World. 

The  fecond  is  Argent  vive,  more  common  to  us  than  common  Ar¬ 
gent  vive. 

The  third  is  called  Argent  vive  diffotved  into  a  Green  Colour . 

The  fourth  is  Adrop,  Azoquean  Vitriol,  Fhilofophers  Lead,  &c. 

A  fifth  n  the  Stinking  Menftruum,  otherwife  called  the  Blo.od  of 
the  Green  Lyon.  • 

A  fixth  is  the  Green  Lyon  of  Fools ,  Roman  Vitriol,  Verdi- 
greece,  &c. 

The  feventh  is  extraordinary ,  namely ,  common  Mercury  full jmed. 

iz.  That  there  are  alfo  many  Saturns. 

The  firft  is  common  Lead ,  the  impur  eft  of  Metals,  and  confecpuently 
the  moft  remote  of  all  in  our  Art;  which  to  prove  by  the  Sentiments 
of  the  Adepts  is  a  thing  fuperftmus,  finding  almoft [  every  where 
among  fl  the  Adepts  d  folemn  caution  for  us  to  beware,  of  this  devour - 
er  of  Metals  and  Minerals ,  •  Saturn.  Have  .a ,  cafe,.. faith ,  Ripley , 
{to  bring  one  Witnefs-  for  all)  of  operating.  mt\\;  Saturn,  becaufe,  it 
is  commonly  (aid,  Eat  not  qf  the  Son,  whole  Mother  i$  defiled, 
and- believe  me;  many  Men  err  m  Saturn-  Hear  what  Avicem.  e 

faith. 
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faith,  .Sdftw#  will  be  always  Saturn ,  yea  operate  not  with  the 
Earth  of  (  Philofophicat)  Saturn,  which  the  Spirit  of  it  has  defpifed, 
and  left  for  the  word:  Sulphur,  &c.  Cap.  z.  Philorcii. pag.  188. 

The  fecond  is  Adrop,  or  Azoquean  Vitriol,  whereof  before. 

A  third  is  the  fir  ft  Colour  or  blacknefs  of  the  firftWork  ;  of  which 
lower. 

The  fourth  is  Copper ,  the  fir  ft  of  Metals',  of  which  Arnold  in  Spe- 
culo  Alchym.difp.  8.  Pag.  6oj.  Volum.4.  Theat.  Chym.  thus : 
There  were, faith  he,  Philofophers  that  placed  our  Science  in  the 
feven  Planets ;  and  our  firft  Planet  is  called  Venus,  the  fecond 
Saturn ,  the  third  Mercury,  the  fourth  Mars,  the  fifth  Jupiter ,  the 
fixth  Luna,  the  feventh  Sol :  The  Generation  of  Copper  hath 
the  firft  place  after  ( the  univerfal )  Mercury,  faith  Bafilius,  Libro 
de  rebus  nat.&  fupernat.  Cap.  4.  Of  all  thole  things ,  faith  Par acel- 
.  fus ,  which  proceed  from  Salts,  there  is  none  more  nearly  allyed 
to  the  Mineral  Virtue,  than  Vitriol ;  thereafon  is,  becaufe  Salts 
are  Minerals,  and  all  Minerals  lie  in  one  Mafs  and  Ares.  Now 
Vitriol  in  the  feparation  of  Minerals ,  is  the  laft  thing,  to 
which  is  immediately  fubfequent  the  generation  of  Metals, 
whereof  Venus  is  the  firft,  Lib.  4.  Philof.  de  Element  Aquae,  pag. 
279.  And  a  little  after  he  faith,  The  Marcafites  and  Cachymys 
being  thus  feparated  from  the  firft  Matter  of  Metals,  then  fol¬ 
lows  the  firft  Generation,  which  is  of  Venus,  &c.  Befides,  by 
the  feparation,  whereby  the  nature  of  the  Marcafites  and  Ca¬ 
chymys  are  expelled,  the  generations  of  Copper  do  immediately 
concur,  imprint  themfelves,  and  are  coagulated  together,  be¬ 
caufe  it  is  the  firft  Metal  after  the  feparation  of  the  Marcafites 
and  Cachymys.  inthe  fame  Book,  pag.  zSi. 

The  Vitriol  of  Venus  being  the  fir  (l  of  all  things  added  or  joyned 
to  the  Vegetable  Mercury  in  the  making  of  Adrop,  is  called  by 
Lully  the  firft  Male.  This  Fire,  faith  he,  is  that  Property  of 
the  Mercury,  which  you  muft  endeavour  topreferve  from  burn¬ 
ing,  being  the  Tinfture  of  Vitriol ,  with  which  (the  Vegetable ) 
Mercury  ought  to  be  fublimed,  becaufe  it  is  the  firft  Male  of  it, 
and  is  the  augmentation  of  our  Tin&ure,  which  is  a  great  addi¬ 
tion  in  virtue  and  power,  when  it  is  joyned  with  the  Tincture 
of  Sol;  for  if  you  know  howto  extract  the  Property  of  Mer¬ 
cury  from  Vitriol  and  Salt,  and  make  them  friendly  by  con¬ 
junction,  which  is  done  by  gentle  fublimationsf  you  will  know 

one 
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one  of  the  greateft  Secrets  of  Nature,  and  the  true  principal 
perfection.  Codicil .  cap .  yz.  pag,  2,02.  «SW#  matty  places  of  his  The- 
orix  Teftamenti  majoris,  he  means  Vitriol  by  his  Male ;  in  thefc 
ef pec  tally :  The  Fire  of  our  Male,  pag.  5*0.  The  Virtue  of  the 
Male,  pag.  94.  The  Virtue  of  the  Sperm  of  the  Male,  pag.  108. 
The  Heat  of  the  Male,  pag.  72.  The  Female  (  Venus  )  is  in  this 
cafe  the  Male,  and  is  not  fo  hot  as  the  true  (. fecond  )  Male,  Gold, 
Pag.  73.  Vol.^Theat.Chym.  This  Male  alfo  Efpanietus  men- 
tioneth  in  the  making  of  his  Menftruum.  Take,  faith  he ,  the 
winged  Virgin  compleatly  wafhed  and  cleanfed,  impregnated 
with  the  fpiritual  Seed  of  the  firfl  Male ,  &c.  Sell-  f  8.  Arcani 
Hermet.  Phil.  . 

Paracelfus,  the  letter  to  exprefs  the  Mafculine  Nature  of  Ve¬ 
nus,  calls  it  Metallus,  a  Noun  of  the  Mafculine  Gender ,  as  Me¬ 
tallus  primus.  Take,  faith  he ,  the  Coralline  Liquor,  I  mean 
that  which  is  very  diaphanous,  to  which  add  a  fifth  part  of  the 
Vitriol  of  Venus,  digeit  them  in  Balneo  for  a  month  ;  for  by 
this  means  the  Wine  of  the  firfl  Metal  feparates  it  felf  aloft, 
but  the  feculent  part  of  ( this  J  Wine,  the  Vitriol  of  Venus  re¬ 
tains  (  he  means  the  refidue  left  in  the  extraction  of  Vitriol  )  and 
lo  that  firfl  Metal  (, Metallus  primus)  is  made  a  perfpieuous,  di¬ 
aphanous,  and  truly  red  Wine,  &c.  Cap.  12.  Lib.  3  -DeVita 
longa ,  Pag.  6  5-.  As  the  Adepts  call'd  Venus  the  firfl  Metal  (Me- 
talius  primus)  in  the  Mafculine  Gender,  fo  alfo  they  changed  Sa- 
tiirnus  (Saturn)  a  Noun  of  the  Mafculine  Gender ,  into  Saturna, 
a  Noun  of  the  Feminine  Gender ,  to  flgnifle  not  common  Lead ,  hut 
Venus,  being  a  Feminine  Noun ,  of  Copper,  I  have,  faith  Ripley 9 
a  dear  and  beloved  Daughter ,  named  Saturna ,  from  which 
Daughter  are  both  the  white  and  red  Elixirs  afluredly  procrea¬ 
ted  ,*  if  therefore  you  defire  this  Science,  you  muft  extra#  a 
clear  water  from  her,  &c. 

Sometimes  to  deferile  ly  Saturn,  not  only  Venus,  lut  alfo  tlx 
Ihilofophical  preparation  of  Copper  ( that  is,  to  be  performed  by  a 
Vegetable  Menftruum )  they  made  it  a  Vegetable  or  Herb ,  that 
fo  they  might  diflhtgtufh  that  which  was ,  from  that  which  was  not 
prepared ,  Thus  Flamel  in  his  Summary;  Some  unskilful  men, 
and  unlearneft  Chymifts  take  common  Gold,  Silver,  and  Mer¬ 
cury,  and  handle  them  lo  ill,  till  they  vanifh  away  by  fume, 
and  thereby  endeavour  to  make  the  Fhilcfophers  Mercyry ;  but 

F  f  '  they 
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they  do  not  attain  to  that,  which  is  the  firft  Matter  and  true 
Myne  of  the  Stone:  But  if  they  would  attain  to  that,  and  reap 
any  good,  they  muft  betake  themfelves  to  the  feventh  Moun¬ 
tain,  where  tnere  is  no  Plain,  and  from  the  top  dow  nward  be¬ 
hold  the  other  fix,  which  they  will  fee  at  great  diflance.  At 
the  top  of  this  Mountain  you  will  find  a  triumphant  Royal 
Herb,  which  fome  Philofophers  call  a  Mineral,  lome  a  Vege¬ 
table,  and  if  pure  and  clean  Broth  be  made  thereof,  the  better 
part  of  the  work  will  be  hereby  accomplilhed,  and  this  right 
and  fubtil  Philofophical  Mercury  muft  you  take.  This  Place  is 
thus  read  in  Chortalaflaeus,  pag.  313.  Vol.  6.  Theat.Chym.  Alcend 
therefore  the  Mountain,  that  you  may  fee  the  Vegetable,  Sa¬ 
turnine,  Plumbeous  and  Royal,  likewife  alio  Mineral  Root,  or 
Herb,  take  only  the  Juice  of  it,  and  throw  away  the  Husks, 
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The  Fourteenth  KIND. 
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Simple  Mineral  Menftruums  made  of  the 
acid  or  [aline  Effences  of  Salts. 
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71 .  The  Water  or  Oyl  of  Salt  of  Paracelfm. 
Cap.  3.  Lib .  10.  Arch.  Pag.  3%. 

T Hough  there  be  many  ways  of  extra&ing  the  primum 
Ens  of  Salt,  yet  this  ( [method  of  making  Salt  circulated, 
the  Circulatum  minus  of  Salt ,  the  diffolving  Water, 
the  vVater  or  Spirit  of  Salt  circulated,  deferibed  above  in  Numb. 
27.  )  is  moft  commodious,  and  expeditious,  and  after  this  is  that 
other  way,  which  we  mentioned  fpeaking  of  the  Elixir  of  Salt, 
namely,  that  new  Salt  being  mix’d  well  with  the  diffolving  Wa¬ 
ter,  which  is  the  diftilled  Spirit  of  Salt  (circulated)  muff  be  pu¬ 
trefied,  and  fo  long  diftilled,  till  the  whole  fubftance  of  the  Salt 
isdiflolved,  and  reduced  into  a  perpetual  oleoftty,  the  Body  of 
Phlegm  being  drawn  neatly  from  it.  This  way  is  alfo  taught 
the  preparation  of  the  Arcanum  or  Magiftery  of  Vitriol  and 
Tartar,  as  of  all  other  Salts. 

Annotations. 

WE  take  notice  that  the  Menftruums  of  the  antecedent  Kind 
are  made  of  the  unfluous  Matter  ^yPhilofophical  Wine,. 
purged,  difolved ,  and  volatilized  with  an  add  ;  in  the  prefen t  we 
fbau  objerve  the  contrary ,  namely  jhat  the  acid  or  f aline  Eliences  of 
Salts  made  with  the  unfluous  Spirit  of  Philo fophical  Wine,  are 
Menftruums  of  this  fourteenth  Kind.  Paracelfus  in  the  preferibed 

Receipt  reduced  Salts  by  cohobation  alone ,  with  the  Water  of  Salt 
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circulated  into  a  liquid  fubjlance  or  Oyl,  but  the  Oyl  made  of  common 
Salt,  by  the  method  aforefaid ,  he  commends  before  the  rejl  to  his  Dif. 
cities,  for  the  extrail  tons  of  Metallick  Bodies •  Certa.nly,  faith  he 
there  cannot  be  a  more  Noble  and  better  way,  than  by  the  Wa¬ 
ter  or  O)  1  of  Salt,  prepared  as  we  have  clearly  deferibed  in  Al- 
chymia  (and in  Libris  Chyrurgicisl)  For  this  Water  fundamen¬ 
tally  and;  radically  extracts  out  of  all  Metallick  Bodies  their  Na¬ 
tural  Liquor  or  Sulphur,  and  a  moft  excellent  Crmms  as  well  for 
Medicinal  as  Chymical  Operations :  It  relolves  and  breaks  any 
Metal;  whatfoever,  converting  it  out  of  its  own  Metallick  Nature 
into  another,  according  to  the  various  intention  and  induftryof 
the  Operator.  Manuale  de  Lap.  Thill  fag.  x  jp. 

It  will  therefore  be  worthwhile  to  explain  the  way  of  making  this 
Oyl  pf  Salt  more  clearly  to  you,:  Firftfor  the  illuflration  of  the  Re¬ 
ceipt  we  wi/lprmfe the  Defer ipt. ion  of  the  Oyl  of Salt  alleadged  by 
the  Author  himfilf,  in  the  eighth  Book  of  his  Archidoxes-,  which  in 
the  Elixir  of  Stilt,  Pag.  31.  ire  read  thus l  ake  Salt  accurately 
prepared  moft  white,  and  moft  purej  put  it  into  a  Pellican 
with  fuch.a  quantity  of  the  diflolving  Water,  as  to  exceed  the 
Weight  of  it  fix  times :  Digeft  them  in  Horfe-Dung  together 
the  fpace  of  a  Month,  then  leparate  the  diflolving  Water  by  di- 
ftillation,  pour  it  agaiiito  it,  and  feparate.  as  before,  and  that  fo 
oft,  tilLtheSalt  is  converted  into  Oyl* 

By  comparing  the  Receipts  it  appears,  that  Sea-Salt  newly  made 
is  not  to  be  underflood  by  new  Salt ,  but  the  fame  exquifitely  purify- 
eda  Then  it  is  clear,  that  the  weight  of  the  Water,  of  the  circulated '< 
Salt  omittedin  the  Receipt  of  the  tenth  Book,  ought  to  be  fo  deter¬ 
mined,  as  to  be  fix  times  more  than  the  weight  of  the  Salt :  More¬ 
over,  the  time  and  place  of putrefaliion  omittedin  the  former  procefs- 
are  deferibed  in  the  other,  that  is,  to  be  digejled  a  Month  in  Horfe- 
Dung  :  Befides  it  is  from  the,  Receipts  obferved ,  that  all  the  Salt  is , 
not  converted  into  Oyl,  the  Body  of  the  Salt  beingdrawti  as  a  Phlegm 
from rteEflence.  laJUy,that  the  Oyls  of  VitnoLand Tartar, maybe 
alfo  made  by  the  fame  method >. 

Tfe  Receipts  being  thus  compared,  are  not-.only  without:  all  obfeuri-- 
tys  but  do  by  the  exuberance  of  their  Light  give  Light  alfo  to  other 
Vmeffes,  being  otherwife.  lefs  intelligible..  So  this  O)  I  «/  Salt,  as  the 
Eflence  or  primum  Ens  of  Salt,  explains  that  more  obfeure  DeJ cri- 
pt  'm  of  the  Eflence  <f  Salts, given  Libro  4-Archid.Pag.  1  q.I  ake 
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Silts,  and  calcine  them  throughly  j  if  they  be  Volatile,  born 
(Jublime)  them,  after  that  reiolve  them  into  a  tenuity  (per  deli- 
quium)  and  diftil  them  into  a  Water  ( through  a  Filter.')  This 
Water  putrefy  {not  byit  /elf,  hut  as  the  Difciples  of  the  Art  ought 
to  underfiimd  and  knew,  with  the  Water  oj  Salt  circulated')  for  a 
Month,  apd  diftil  by  Balrteo,  and  a  fweet  Water  willafcend  (the 
Body  of  fie  Salt  ly  the  my  of  a  Phlegm)  which  caft  away :  That 
which  will  not  alcend,  digeft  again  (with  new  difolving  Water) 
another  Month,  and  diftil  as  before,  and  that  fo  ott,  till  no  more 
fweet  nefs  is  perceived.  By  this  way  you  have  now  the  Qutn- 
teOence  of  Salt  in  the  bottom,  \Jike  an  OyP)  fcarce  two  Ounces 
out  of  a  Pound  of  the  burned  or  calcined  Salt.  One  Ounce  of  -> 
this  Salt  thus  extracted,  if  common,  feafoneth  Meat  more  than 
halfa  Pound  of  another for  theQujntellence  of  it  remains  only,, 
and  the  Body  isdrawnfromitby  liquid  folution.  Thisw’ay  is 
the  Qujnteflence  of  aft  Salts  feparated. 

TimProctfs  being  thus  enlightned  ly  the  rayes  of  the  antecedent , 
refletls  no  /mail  Light  upon  the /aid  Receipts,  namely,  that  fcarce  two 
Ounces  are  acquired  from  one  Pound  of  the  Salts. 

In  Clavi  Archidoxorum,  Lib.  10.  Pag. ^7.  Paracelfus  hat  de¬ 
ferred  the  Eflences  o/Salts  in  thefe  Words :  The  way  of  ext  raft¬ 
ing  the  Quinteflence  of  Salts,  as  Vitriol,  Salt,  Nitre,  Tartar,  6jc. 
is,  this  :  Cohobate  with  its  own  Liquor  or  Water  very  often,  pu- 
trify  with  the  Phlegm,  and  then  draw  off  the  Body  in  the  form 
of  Phkgm  even  to  the  fixed  Spirit :  This  Spirit  diflblve  inits> 
own  Water,  and  by  a  ftrong  heat  feparate  the  pure  from  the 
impure  with  the  Spirit  of  Wine.  This  Dcfcription  is  moft  0  If  cure, 
hut  made  clearer  ly  thofe  aforefaid.  The  meaning  of  Paracelfus  is 
this  :  He  putrefies  the  Salts,  andcohobates  them  Jo  often  with  their 
own  Liquors  or  Waters,  that •  is,  with  their  own  Circulatuu  s  j; 
common  Salt  with  common  Salt  circulated ;  Nitre  ivith  Nitre  \ ucu- 
latedi  Vitriol  with  the  Water  of  Vitriol  circulated ;  Alum e  with- 
the  Water  of  Alume-  circulated,  the’  dtffolving  Water  of  Alume,  the 
Circulatum  minus  ofAlume,  6c  c.  till  they  remain ,  at  the  button  in 
the  form  of  an  Oyl,  which  Oyl  being  either  aetdor  f aline,  eauly  mu*  s> 
an  effervefcence.  with  the  uniluous  Spirit  of  Ptiilolophical  W  me  or- 
its  own  Circulatum,  and  m  this  heat  lets  fall  feme  of  its  impurities) 
and fo  becomes  purer,,  which  thing  is  confirmed  by-the  Dejcripticn  a 
Jelf  of  ;  the-  Water  of  Salt  circulated,  where  he  putrefies  Salt ,  hang 
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melted and  refilved deliquiUigya^A  tfa. Spirit-  of  Philofophi- ’ 
cal  Wine,  cohob  ates^  and  dram  it  to  an  Oleity  ■;  j  oy  n  it,  faith  key 
with1  the  Spirit  of  ^PhiloJophicalJ  Wine,  ana  die  impute  will  fall 
to  the  bottom,  which  iepatate,  but  let  the  pure  be  Griftafeed 
in  a  cold  plaqe,  pour  the  difhllation  to  it  again,  and  coliol  ate 
fo  oft,  till  a  fixed  0)1  remains  at  the  bottom^ and  nothing  !  weet -1 
will  more  diftill. 

*•  '  .  4  l->  4. 

Moreover ,  ihisOylof  Salt  as  a  Menftruumy  wakes  his  Procefs  in 
Chyrurgia  intelligible ,  which  other  wife  could  not  be  under  flood. 

72.  The  Water  of  Salt  by  another  Defcri- 

ption  of  Paracelfus. 

Cap.  2.  Tract.  3.  part.  2.  Chyr.  major.  Pag.  66. 

TAke  Salt  without  any  addition  of  Art  being  moft  white 
by  Nature  it  felf(^S^/(jmw^)whichmuft  be  divers  times 
melted,  then  being  reduced  into  a  moll  fine  Powder  mixt  with  * 
the  Juice  of  Raphanus,i lir  them  together;  after  refolution  diftil, 
diilil  the  diftillation  with  an  equal  quantity  of  the  Juice  of  Sdn- 
guinea  five  times  more  :  In  this  Water  are  Plates  oF  Sol,  being 
purged  by  Antimony ,  eafily  refolved  into  Powder ;  this  Powder 
being  thus  prepared  mult  be  walhed  with  fweet  Water  diflilled, 
till  it  hath  no  tafte  of  Salt,  for  the  Salt  not  entringmto  the  Tub-  • 
ftance  of  it,  is  eafily  wafhed  away. 

In  this  Procefs  Sal  Gemmae  being  fifed  by  the  method  of  the  Wa¬ 
ter  of  Salt  circulated \  is  diffolved  in  the  Juice  c/Raphanus,  evapo¬ 
rated  and  rejohed  per  dehqumm,  then  fix  times  diflilled  with  an 
equal  proportion  of  the  Juice  ^fSanguinea.  In  the  antecedent  De¬ 
fer  ipt  ion  oj  this  Q ;  1  of -Salty  this  fujion  of  the  Salt ,  dijfolution  in  the 
Juice  oj  ftaphanus,  and  refolution  perdeliquium  isnei\neceffaryr  be - 
caufe  the  Water  of  Salt  Circulated  is  fufficitnt  of  it  f elf  to  feparate 
the  E  ffence  of  Salt  from  its  Phlegm  : .  But  where  we  uje  the  Spirit  of 
Philolophical  Wine  in  making  the  Water  of  Salt  circulated,  without 
the  faid  previous  preparation  of  the  Salty  we  fi?  Quid'  have  the  Work 
too  tedious  ;  In  the  mean  time  loth  Frccejfes  agree  in  weight  of 
Menftruum,  for  it  is  all  one ,  whether  the  Salt  be  cchobatcd  into  an 
Oyl  with  fix  times  as  much  of  the  dijfolving  Water,  or  diflilled  fix 
times  with  the  Juice  ofS anguinea  in  equal  weight.  One  thing  that 
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wades  the  latter  Procefs,  inexplicable,  is  the  unknown  Juice  of  San- 
guinea,  but  however  it  is  evident  by  what  hath  been  faid,  that  either 
the  Spirit  of  Philo  fophical  Wine,  or  the  Water  of  Salt  circulated 
fupplies  its  place.  Bafilius  indeed  ref olved  common  Salt  with  the 
Spirit  0/Philolbphical  Wine  not  into  anOyl ;  but  reduced  into  it  a 
Green  Stone  thus  :  .  -  >  *  vf  '  f  ‘  C 
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TAke  common  Salt,  calcine  it  well,  yet  .without  fufion,  re¬ 
duce  it  to  a  Powder,  refolve  per  deliquium  in  a  Cellar,,  or 
in  Raphanus  made  hollow,  then  diftil  in  Sand  with  a  quick  Fire, 
and  a  Water  will  afcend,  the  refidue  in  the  bottom  pulverize* 
and  diftolve  it  in  its  diftilled  Water,  and  diftil  again ;  this  repeat 
till  all  the  Salt  has  afcended,  which  will  be  in  the  fourth  or  fifth 
time  :  Draw  off  the  Phlegm  from  the  diftilled  Water  in  Balneo, 
the  remainder  put  into  a  Cellar  in  cold  Water,  and  you  will  have 
Criftals,  which  take  out,  and  diffolve  in  the  Phlegm ;  then  draw 
off  one  half,  and  you  will  find  new  Criftals,  repeat  the  Opera¬ 
tion  four  times  or  more,  for  the  oftner,  the  more  fufible  will  be 
the  Criftals,  which  being  dryed  and  pulverized  on  a  Marble, 
pour  to  them  the  re&ify’d  Spirit  of  (  Philofophicat )  Wine ,  which ; 
cohobate  from  the  Salt  fo  oft,  till  you  perceive  die  Qyl  of  oalt 
coagulated  into  a  Green  tranfparent  Stone,  which  referve. 

Paracelfus  in  his  Receipts  appointed  the  calcination  of  Salt  to  be 
done  by  the  fujion  of  it ;  but  in  this  Procefs  Baiilius  prohibits  this 
Uquefaftion  of  Salt ,  wherefore  we  conclude  it  to  be  little  effential  in 
the  faid  depuration  of  Salt ,  nor  do  we  think  it  fo  necejfaryy  for  the 
Salt  being  ref  olved  per  deliquium  to  be  dijtilled,  thereby  to  be  made 
a  fufible  Salt ;  Paracelliis  having  taught  how  to  make  the  Jame  Qyl 
out  of  fufed  Salt ,  which  Qyl  Paracelfus  himjelf,  befdes  Bafilius,  in 
many  places  affirms  to  be  of  a  Green  Colour .  Thus  we  read  of  the 
Green  Oyl  of  Salt :  Librode  male  curatis,  Pag,  170.  Chyr.  Ma-  - 
joris.  Of  the  Greens  of  Salt,  I*ibro.  4.  de  Gradibus,  Pag.  i^q. 
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From  the  Receipts  we  obferve, 


i.  That  thefe  Menftruums  are  the  Eftences  of  Salts  not  tinging. 

z.  That  the  Oyls  or  Eftences  of  tinging  Salts ,  as  Vitriol,  <§c. 
'may  alfo  he  made  by  the  fame  method \  and  do  appertain  not  to  this9 
but  to  another  Kind. 

3.  That  thefe  Menftruums  are  by  further  digeflion  or  coholatim 
made  frnety  and  tranf muted  into  volatile  Arcanums,  lefsCircula- 
tums,  or  Simple  Vegetable  Menftruums  rf  the  Fifth  Kind. 

4.  That  thefe  Menftruums  do  diffolve  Metals  into  Powder  for 

the  extraction  of  the  Crocus  or  Sulphur  of  Metals  and  Minerals : 
The  way  we  will  borrow  from  Ripley  in  the  Vfe  of  Stinking  Men¬ 
ftruums.  \ 

Let  us,  faith  he ,  proceed,  Pag.  145*.  Medul .  Phil  Chym.  to 
pra&ife  upon  the  Calx  of  a  (  Metallick  )  Body  duly  calcined : 
The  Body  therefore  being  prepared,  pour  upon  it  fo  much  of 
this  compounded  water  f  iq  Numb-  70  )  as  to  cover  it  half  an 
inch,  and  it  will  prefently  boil  upon  the  Calxes  the  Body 
^ithout  any  external  heat,  diflblving  the  Body,  md  elevating 
ip  in  the  form  of  Ice,  together  with  the  of  it  felt, 

which  muft  be  taken  away  by  the  hand  of Operator  ; 
And  fhe  rena^ining  Calxes  being  well  dried  a, Fire,  put 
rlo  much  water  to  them  as  before,  and  pfooee$  as 

before  ,  continuing  the  lame  waj  of  operating,  till  all  the 
Calxes  be  well  diftolved  :  which  fubftance  being  weft  diftblvecl, 
neatly  feparated,  and  pulverized, >rnuft  be  put  into  a  good  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  reffif/d  water  of  the  Fire  of  Nature  {Spirit  of 
Thilofophkal  Wine  )  that  in  that  Veftel  well  flopp’d  it  may  by 
the  adminiftration  of  external  heat,  together  with  the  excita¬ 
tion  of  internal  heat,  be  diftolved  into  an  0)1,  which  will  foon 
be  done,  &  c.  When  the  Menftru'um  (  of  Seri  con,  in  Numb.  63.  ) 
&  poured  upon  the  aforefaid  Calxes  (of  Metals )  it  begins  to 
boy  1  up;  and  if  the  Veftel  be  well  flopp’d,  it  will  not  leave 
working,  though  no  external  Fire  be  a^mirnftred  ,to  it,  till  it 
be  dried  into  the  Calx ;  whereiore  you  ihuft  rot  put  a  greater 
quantity  of  it  than  juft  to  cover  the  Calxes.  In  the  fame  place 
pag.  1 7 1.  For  in  this  Operation  the  lels  of  the  Spirit,  and  thg 
^  J.  morc 
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.  more  of  the  Body  is  put,  the  better  and  fooner  will  be  the  dift 
folution,  which  is  made  by  the  congelation  of  the  Water* 
You  mud  have  a  care  therefore,  as  it  is  faid  in  the  Rofary ,  that 
the  Belly  be  not  too  moift,  becaufe  then  the  Matter  would  not 
receive  drinefs :  And  this  way  muft  be  obferved,  till  all  the 
water  be  dried  up.  The  fame  Place,  pag.  161. 

$.  That  all  the  jharpnefs  of  this  Metallick  Powder  may  be  wafi  d 
away  with  fweet  water.  That  the  Menftruums  of  the  Adepts 
are  permanent ,  is  mattifeft  by  the  ways  of  making  them ;  but  more 
clearly  by  the  Vfe  of  them  in  the  Receipts  of  the  following  Rooks  : 
However  Paracel! us  feeming  to  have  appointed  the  contrary  by  the 
prefent  ablution  of  the  Menftruum,  left  therefore  you  fhould  fall 
into  the  greateft  and  moft  dangerous  Errour  of  all  the  Adeptical 
Chymy,  we  thought  good  to  communicate  to  you  an  Obfervation  or 
two  about  the  permanence  of  Menftruums. 

Firft,  That  Aqua  ardens,  the  Philofophical  that  is,  is  by  dige- 
ft  ion  or  circulation  divided  into  Phlegm  and  Oyl  fwimming  upon  it , 
as  you  obferved  in  making  the  Effence  or  Spirit  of  Philofophical 
Wine.  Tou  have  taken  alfo  notice  that  the  fame  Aqua  ardens,  or 
fame  Oyl  made  of  it,  is  further  concentrated ,  and  re  jells  the  re¬ 
maining  Phlegm ,  but  that  it  felf  as  a  meer  Oleofum,  remains  with 
the  inanimate d  E.arths  Jo  called,  in  the  Preparations  as  well  of  V e+ 
getable ,  as  Mineral  Sal-Harmoniacks  :  For  it  is  impofftble  for  the 
faid  Phlegm  being  the  vehicle  of  the  unttuous  Spirit  to  abide  with 
things  diffolved,  much  lefs  be  fixed  with  them ,  they  being  fo  con¬ 
trary  to  it :  wherefore  the  permanence  of  Menftruums,  but  rather 
of  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  is  eafie  to  be  underftbod , 
namely,  as  thefe  Menftruums  are  unfit  nous  mixed  with  dry  things , 
not  in  the  leaft  diluted  in  their  aquofities,  which  do  all  fepar ate 
themfelves  as  uf clefs  in  fixation .  Examples  you  will  have  in  Lib. 
2.  De  Aftris  &  Arcanis,  and  often  in  Lib.  3.  of  Philofophical 
Tinftures. 

Secondly,  Thefe  .Menftruums  do  not  prefently,  or  at  the  firft 
time  abide  with  their  diffolut ions :  For  fome  times-,,. nay  more  than 
often,  we  are  forced  to  pour  on  and  cohobate  before  any  part  of  it 
will  continue  with  the  d/folved  Body ,  whereas  in  the  mean  time  the 
reft  afeends  unaltered.  \  ,  ■  . 

Thirdly,  Nor  do  the  Menftruums  perfift  with  all  things  pro-: 
mijc  notify ,  but  are  united -only  to  things  homogeneous  to  them,  which 
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in  reafon  they  Jhculcl  remain  with.  Thus  the  Simple  Venerable 
Menftruums  do  continue  wi/h'Eficnccs,  hut  not  with  their  relin¬ 
quished  white  Bodies  ;  whereas  the  Compounded  Vegetable 
Menftruums  being  futalle  to  theje  Bodies ,  do  dijjfolve  them  wholly 
in  the  making  of  Magifteries.  ^ 

Fourthly,  Tea  though  every  Menftruum  is  either  an  Effence 
or  a  Magiilery,  and  one  Effence  prepares  another,  eafily  entrinl 
and  mixing  tkemf elves  radically  one  with  another,  ye}  fo  Iona  % 
they  are  of  different  kinds  or  degrees ,  are  they  both  fieparable  again, 
nor  do  they  continue  f  till  one  being  newly  ext  railed,  is  raijed  to 
the  fame  degree  as  the  other ,  then  do  they  flow  together  at  length 
into  a  mixture  not  to  be  feparated  by  Art  or  Nature . 

Fifthly,  As  to  thefe  Mineral  Menftruums ,  you  have  olfer- 
ved that  the  Acidity  of  them  admits  of  the  fame  rea- 
Jon  with  the  Phlegm  or  Aquofity  of  the  Vegetable  Menftruums 
fo  far  as  it  is  moifl,  and  therefore  to  be  feparated  in  the  fixations  of 
things :  But  as  it  confifts  of  the  dry  Particles  of  Mineral  Balts 
(but  Salts  they  are  dry  things  diffolved  in  Acids)  it  Mill .  fall  un¬ 
der  two-fever  al  Confiderations . 

In  the  firft ,  the  Acidity  of  the  Menftruum  being- perhaps  in 
greater  plenty  than  is  neceffary,  or  flicking  about  the  juperficies  of 
the  thing  diffolved,  is  eafily  wafied  away  with  common  Water. 

But  in  the  fecond,the  fame  Acidity  being  more  artificially  mixty 
and  abf orbed  by  the  Aridity  of  the  thing  diffolved,  is  made  the 
caufe  of  vehenofity,  and  now  cannot  l e  altered  but  by  Vegetable 
Menftruums,  tranfmuting  it.  Paracelfus  commands  the  wafh- 
ing  not  of  the  Oyl  of  Salt,  but  the  fiarpnefs  of  the'  Salt,  which1 
penetrates  not  into  the  fiub fiance  of  the  Metal,  and  is  eafily  wajhed 
away ,  but  the  VnHuojity  of  tht  Salt  being  throughly  mixed  with 
the  unfluous  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  ;  and  now  united  to  the 
Ztnfluofity  of  the  Metal,  common  Water  cannot  touch  nor  fe par  ate 
But  an  Acid  received  into  the  bowels  of  an  Arid,  he  corrects  again 
with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  that  it  may  not  become 
thecaufi  cf  venenofify  i  Tet  there  is  a  place  in  Paracelfus,  where 
he  fieems  to  have  efablifhed  a  particular  Decree  agqinfi  the  perma¬ 
nence  of  Menftruums.  Many  feveral  ways,  faith  he,  Lib.  4. 
Archid.  de  Effentia,  pag.  12.  are  found,  whereby  the  Quintel- 
fence  may  be  extracted,  viz.  by  Sublimation,  Calcination,  by 
Aqua  fortifies,  by  Corrofives,  by  Sweet,  by  Sowr>  &c.  It  may 
'  .  be 
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be  done  which  way  yon  pleafe :  Where  this  is  withal  to  he 
obferved,  that  every  thing  added  by  way  of  mixture,  to  the 
Quinteflence,  for  the  neceflity  of  extra&ion,  mu  ft  be  again 
taken  away,  and  fo  the  Quinteflence  remain  alone,  not  mix’d, 
or  polluted  with  any  other  Matters :  For  the  Quinteflence  can¬ 
not  be  extracted  from  Metals,  efpecially  Gold ,  which  cannot 
be  fubdued  by  it  felf  alone;  but  fome  fit  Corrofive  muft  be 
made  Ufe  of, which  may  afterwards  be  feparated  from  it  again; 
fo  Salt  C  diffolved )  in  water,  is  drawn  again  from  the  water 
left  void  of  Salt :  Whereas  notwithstanding  it  muft  be  confi- 
dered,-  that  every  Corrofive  is  not  fit  for  this  purpoie,  becaufe 
they  cannot  all  be  feparated ;  For  if  Vitriol  or  Alume  be  mix'd 
with  water,  neither  can  be  feparated  from  it  again  without 
detriment  or  corruption,  but  will  leave  fome  fharpnefs  behind 
them,  becaufe  they  are  both  watry ;  and  two  likes  concur  to¬ 
gether,  which  ought  not  to  be  in  this  place:  Wherefore  it  is 
to  be  advifed,  not  to  put  watry  to  watry,  or  oyley  to  oyley,  nor 
refiny  to  refiny,  but  a  thing  contrary  muft  feparate  the  Qhn- 
.  teflence,  and  extract  it,  as  waters  extraft  the  Quintefiences  of 
things  oleaginous,  and  the  oleaginous  the  Quintellences  of  wa¬ 
try  things,  as  we  may  learn  by  the  Quintefiences  of  Herbs : 
The  Corrofives  therefore  are  to  be  feparated  again  after  the 
reparation  and  extraction  of  the  Quinteflence,  which  may 
eafily  be  done ;  for  oyl  and  water  are  feparated  with  eafe  ; 
but  oyl  cannot  be  drawn  from  oyl,  nor  water  likewife  from 
water  without  mixing,  which  being  left,  would  indeed  infer 
very  great  detriment  to  the  Quinteflence :  For  a  Quinteflence 
ought  to  be  clear  and  pure  without  any  mixture,  lo  as  to  have 
an  uniform  fubftance  ,  by  virtue  whereof  to  penetrate  die 
whole  Body. 


Left  the  Effence  fbould  be  defiled  by  things  added  for  the  neceff'ty 
■  of  extrailion, ,  he  commands  no  Watry  Matter  to  be  extra  [led  by  a 
watry  Menftruum,^  oyley  by  an  oyley, a  refiny  by  a  refiny, but  by  feme 
contrary This  Ride,  if  underfood  according  to  the  Letter,  is 
erroneous ,  for  it  takes  away  ail  the  permanence  of  Menftruums 
ejiablifhed  upon  the  Maxime  fo  often  repeated  by  the  Adepts  ;  The 
uDifibiution  of  the*  Body  is  the  Coagulation  of  thel  Spirit  or 
Menfruum ;  and  on.  the  contrary  c  txRi  takes  away ,  "  1  fay  , 
all  the  natural  homogeneity  of  the  diffolvent  and  the  diffolved ;  yea 
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Is  repugnant  to  the  Experience  of  Paracelfus  himfelf,  who  had  no 
Menftruum  hut  what  remained  in  a  radical  mixtion  with  the  things 
dijfolved  in  it,  as  hy  the  Ztje  of  them  we  Jhall  prove  hereafter. 
Now  an  Effence  is  divers  ways  coinc[uinated  ly  things  added  in  the 
ext raH ion  of  it. 

Firft,  When  a  Natural  or  Seminal  E  he  nee  is  extracted  by  the 
like  Natural  Effence  of  another  fpecies  ;  For  example,  the  Ellence 
of  Sauron  is  in  quin  at  ed  and  confounded  with  the  'virtues  of  Cina- 
mom,  in  ex  trading  it  with  the  fpecifick  Effence  of  Cinamom,  and 
it  ere  jo  re  the  Eflences  of  Vegetables  are  not  to  be  ex  traded  with  a 
hataral ,  but  rather  ArtiftcialE{itncc,  or  with  the  Spirit  cf  Philo- 
fophical  Wine,  not  yet  fpeciftcated. 

^Secondly,  An  Effence  is  inquinated,  when  a  Menftruum  or 
Eiience  is  in  greater  than  convenient  quantity  ufed  in  the  extradicn 
of  another  Ellence,  by  which  quantity  the  quality  of  the  faid  Ef- 
lence  is  wafted,  wafted,  and  as  it  were  inquinated  wherefore  the 
juperfluity  of  the  Menftruum  muft  always  be  taken  away ,  that 
the  Effence  may  remain  by  it  fe If  alone  without  any  mixture. 

Thirdly,  An  Ellence  is  inquinated  ly  extrading  it  with  Acid 
cr  mineral  Menftruums  according  to  fome  Procejfes  of  the  And- 
entf  For  an  Acid,  though  it  cannot  be  radically  mix  d  with  any 
Effence,  being  no  Effence  it  felf  yet  is  eaftly  abf orbed  or  hidden 
by  the  Aridity  of  mineral  Effences,  and  fo  joyned  with  the  faid 
Eiiences  by  accident,  and  from  a  thing  otherwije  innocent ,  creates 
a  very  ftrong  Poyfon:  This  therefore  to -remove*,  the  Ancients  fir  ft 
wafted  off  that  which  ftuck  to  the  out  fide  of  the  Body ,  then  tranft 
■muted  that  which  was  more  deeply  admitted ,  by  the  digeftion  of 
Vegetable  .  Menftruums  .*  But  in  the  making  of  Eilences  with , 
Acid  or  mineral  Menftruums  according  to  the  reformed  Procefs, 
otherwife  called  by  Paracelfus,  the  Procefs  of  two  Colours,  the  faid 
inquination  of  an  Effence  hath  no  place.  In  the  beginning  of  this 
Pr  ocefs  the  Acid  being  abf  or  bed  by  the  Arid,  becomes  indeed  the 
caufe  of  venenoftty ,  as  in  the  Procefs  of  the  Ancients  ;  but  when  this 
Procefs  of  Paracelfus  is  by  induftry  and  ingenuity  raifed  to  fuch 
perfection ,  that  no  more  Aridity  can  remain  to  hide  any  Acidity  in 
it,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  whole  Body  is  converted  into  Two  OyJs 
or  tats,  from  which  all  Acidity  may  eaftly  be  wafted  away  with 
co-mmoh  Water ,  then  is  there  no  inquination  to  be  feared  from  Acids. 
The  Saying  (/Paracelfus.,  we  fuppofe  is  to  be  referred  to  this 

Method, 
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Method ,  he  having  there  treated  of  it  onpurpofe ,  efpecially  having 
faid  that  the  oleaginous  Eflences  of  Metals  are  to  le  extracted 
by  Watry ,  that  is.  Add  or  corrofive  Menftruums,  but  that  the 
watry  Eflences  of  Herbs,  that  is,  lefs  oyley  in  refpett  of  Metals, 
r/mft  be  made  by  Oleaginous,  that  is  Vegetable  Menftruums, 
which  things  beingnot  in  common  terms ,  but  obfeurely  enough  deli¬ 
vered,  we  do  therefore  leave  them  to  be  better  explained  by  his 
D  ife  i pies;  hut  if  they  were  to  be  under  flood  according  to  the  Let¬ 
ter,  It  would  certainly  be  an  Errour ,  not  indeed  to  be  connived  at 
in  the  Prince  of  Adepts :  But  according  to  the  Proverb,  We  are 
Mcn,£sV-  Forfbmetimes  good  Homer  hrnfelf  has  nodded,  and 
the  Pen  of  Paracelfus  has  wanted  mending. 


\ 
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The  Fifteenth  KIND. 

Simple  Mineral  Menftruums  made  of  the 
Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine, 

Acid  Spirits,  as  Aqua  fortis.  Spirit  of 
Nitre,  Spirit  of  Sulphur,  Salt,  6c. 
diftilled  Vinegar,  6c. 


73.  Aqua  fortis  mixt  with  the  Spirit  of 

Witte  o/Paracelfus. 

hi  Tintt.  Paracelfica, ,  Pag.  37.  Aufei  Pel.  Gem. 

p — gp-HAke  thefceft  Wine  (the  red  er  white  p/Lully)  redify  till 
1  a  Linnen  Cloath  burneth,  being  dipp’d  therein  and 
1  kindled  :  This  Spirit  is  called  the  Efence  of  Wine. 
Take  of  Vitriol  two  Pounds,  of  Nitre  one  Pound,  bom  which 
dial  Acgua  fortis  into  the  aiorefaid  Efence  of  Wine,  then  digeit 
ten 'Days,  that  they  may  be  well  united. 


Annotations. 

f’-g~AHat  the  Adepts  acuated  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine 
1  divers  ways  as  well  with  Qyly  as  Dry  things,  we  have  given 
plenty  enough  of  Examples  in  the  antecedent  Kinds  of  Vegetable 
Menftruums  ;  it  jhall  now  be  declared  in  the  foil 'pw/w  Menltru- 
ums,  which  ways  this  Spirit  is  to  be  acuated  by  Acu  s.  ntats  tj- 

teenth  Kind  we  wall  joyn  the  unlhous  Spirit  of  Pmlofophical  Wine 
mthfome  Acid  Spirits,  that  by  the  help  of  their  acidity  it  maydij- 
folve  and  per  fed  Arids  footer  and  eafer  than  before  without.  Para  - 
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celfias  in  our  Receipt  intending  to  afwage  the  exccfve  ejfervefcence 
in  diffolving  the  Spirit  0/ Philosophical  Wine  in  Aqua  fortis,  di - 
fill'd  the  Aqu^  fortis  into  the  Spirit  Wine,  that  they  might  loth 
hy  degrees  he  mix'd  together ,  which  being  thus  mix'd  one  with  the 
other  y  he  digefed  moreover  the  /face  of  ten  Days .  The  fame  Men- 
ftruum  is  defer ihed  hy  Trithemius. 

74.  Aquafortis  mix’d  with  the  Spirit  of  Wine 

of  Trithemius. 

Pag.  4 6.  Aurei  velleris  Germ. 

TAkeof  the  Spirit  of  Wine  three  Pounds,  of  Vitriol  and  Ni¬ 
tre  one  Pound,  didil  the  Spirits  of  the  Aqua  fortis  into 
the  aforefaid  Aqua  vitae,  diged  eight  Days. 

This  quantity  of Aqua  lorns  is  inf  efficient  to  dijjohe  three  Founds 
of  the  Spirit  of  Wine ,  Ounces  perhaps  are  to  he  under]}  cod  for  Jo  ma¬ 
ny  Pounds .  No  Art  is  here  required ,  provided  the  Acid  and  Oyly  he 
mix  d  together - '  In  former  times  the  Adepts  ujed dijlilled Vinegar, 
inftead  of  Aqua  fortis,^/-  this  Menftruum,  thus  : 

» 

75.  Vinegar  mix’d  with  the  Spirit  of  Wine  - 

of  Bafilius. 

Cap.  de  Weir/.  E /Jig. in  Repet.  Lapidis. . 

DEr  Wein  Effig.  (Vine gar  wine,  afingle  undeclinable  Word]  is 
not  the  Philofophers  Vinegar,  which  is  another  Liquor* 
viz-  the  Matter  it  felf  of  the  Stone,  becaufe  the  Philofophers 
Stone  is  made  of  the  Philofophers  Azot.  ;  but  Vinegarwine,  is 
made  of  common  Azot  diddled  (common  Vinegar )  and  Spirit  of 
Wine  (that  is,  F hilofophicalf  And  elfewhere,  Lihro  de  particu¬ 
lar  Has  de  parti  cut.  Veneris-  I  fpoke  even  now,  faith  he,  Parabolic 
cally  ofthis  preparation,  in  Lihro  Clavium  (in  Repetition ef  Capite. 
de  Wein  Effig-  where  I  laid  that  common  Azot  ( Vinegar )  is  not, 
the  Matter  of  the  Stone,  but  our  Azrt  or  firft  Matter  extra&ed 
out  of  common  Azot  and  Wine,  which  compofition  is  called  the 
exprefTed  Juice  of  unripe  Grapes,  with  which  the  Body  of  Venus 
is  robe  diffolved,  and  reduced  into  Vitriol  (then  into  our  Azot, 

the : 
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the  fir  ft  Matter  of  the  Stove,  Philofophers  Mercury,  Spirit  of  Mercu¬ 
ry  made  of  Vitriol,  &c.)  which  you  muft  very  well  obferve,  that 
.  you  may  be  free  from  many  troubles  and  dangers.  The  Philo¬ 
sophers  Mercury ,  faith  he,  Lihrode  Conclufionilus ,  Sed.  2.  de  Vi- 
triolo  Philofophorum,  or  firft  Matter  of  the  Stone  muft  be  made 
by  Art,  for  our  Azot  is  not  common  Vinegar,  but  extra&ed  hv 
Virtue  of  common  Azof.  '  Y 

Though  therefore  a  Philofophical  Menftruum  may  he  made  of 
common  Azot  or  diflilled  Vinegar,  and  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical 
Wine,  as  alfofufficient  and  qualified  for  the  dijfolutions  of fome  Bo¬ 
dies,  yet  being  lefsfharp,  efpe daily  in  the  Alchymical  ufie  of  Metals 
and  Miner als,inftead  therefore  of  Vinegar  the  Adepts  took  Aqua  for- 
tis,  thefooner  to  finifh  their  Operations .  You  muft  know,  faith 
Ifaacus  Hollandus,  that  our  Anceftors  laboured  in  the  Art  divers 
ways,  and  yet  came  to  one  and  the  fame  end,  but  their  Stono 
made  not  projection  always  alike,  one  making  a  deep,  another  a 
Strong  projection,  as  the  Works  fJMenftruums)  were  Iharp,  or  of 
a  deep  Colour  :  lome  Sweat  a  long  time  with  pains,  before  they 
produced  the  Stone  :  others  fhortned  the  time  by  lharpnefs  of 
Wit,  as  it  is  now  done  every  day  with  fweat  and  pains.  Some 
oiour  Anceftors  wrought  three  Years,  fome  four,  before  they 
acquired  the  Stone,  lor  in  thofe  days  Aquafortis  was  unknown, 
andthey  ufed  nothingbut  diftill’d  Vinegar  ,*  but  now  their  Succef- 
fors  have  found  out  Aqua  fortis,  which  hath  much  abbreviated  the 
Work.  Cap .  6.  Lib-  2.  Oper .  min.  pag.  423.  Volum.  3.  The  at. 
Chym.  Even  at  that  time  Bodies  were  to  be  opened  ffowly, 
namely,  by  calcination,  reverberation,  folution  in  our  lliarp  Vi- 
negar  (Vinegar  mix  d  with  the  Spirit  r/ Philofophical  Wine)  which 
their  pofterity  obferving  and  confidering,  quickned  their  Wits, and 
found  out  Aqna  fortis,  which  did  much  abbreviate  the  way  to 
them.  Cap.  77.  Lib>  1.  Oper.  min.  pag,  358.  of  the  fame  Vo¬ 
lume.  -  '  '  ■  *'■  :  .  ?  ft. 

To  make  the prefent  Kind  0/Menftruums,  the  Adepts  difolved 
this  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  not  in  Vinegar  and  Aqua  fortis 
■  only,  but  in. any  acid  Spirit  not  tinging,  as  of  Salt .  Sulphur,  &c.  It 
is  thus  prepared  3 

,  ’  ,  ■  -.A  •  76.  The 


7  6.  The  Spirit  of  Salt  of  Bafilius. 

Lib.  panic,  inparticul.  Solis. 

TAke  of  the  Spirit  of  Salt  accurately  dephlegmed  one  part, 
of  the  beft  Spirit  of  ( Philofophical )  Wine  without  any 
Phlegm,  or  of  the  Sulphur  of  Wine  half  a  part,  the  Veflels  being 
luted,  diftil  with  a  ftrong  Fire,  fo  as  that  nothing  remains. 

If  you  add  new  Spirit  of  Wine  to  the  diftillation ,  and  digeft  for 
fame  time,  it  becomes  fweet:  It  is  therefore  recptifite  to  diffolve  the 
Spirit  of  Wine  in  the  Spirit  of  Salt  without  digeftion ,  left  the  acidity 
or  brackifhnefs  of  this  Spirit  he  loft.  Guido  fometimes  took  his  Cir- 
culatum  either  minus  or  majus,  inftead  of  the  Spirit  c/Plnlofophi- 
cal  Wine,  into  which  he  diftilled  the  Spirit  of  Salt. 

77.  The  Spirit  of  Salt  of  Guido. 

Pag.  7.  Thefauri  Chym. 

TAke  of  the  lefs  Vegetable  Menftruum  (in  Numh.  3  61)  or  the 
great  (in  Numh.  38.)  one  Pound,  put  it  in  a  large  Recei¬ 
ver.  Then  take  of  common  Salt,  or  Sal  Gemmie,  of  the  Stone  of 
Tripoly, each  four  Pounds,  diftil  in  an  Earthen  Retort  with  an 
open  Fire,  firft  gentle,  till  all  the  Phlegm  is  drawn  off,  then  put 
the  Receiver  with  the  Circulatum  to  it,  and  diftil  the  Spirits,  till 
not  a  drop  of  the  Oyl  of  Salt  afeends,  and  you  will  have  an  acu- 
ated  Menftruum. 

to  make  thefe  Menftruums  ftronger ,  they  fometimes  feparated  or 
drew  off  the  Acid  from  the  Oleofum  float  the  Spirit  <?/Philofophi- 
cal  Wine  might  remain  in  the  form  of  Oyl  or  Icey  thus  : 

78.  Aquafortis  mix’d  with  the  Spirit  of  Wine 

of  Lully. 

In  Elucidat.  Tejiam.  ftag.  147.  Artis  aurifer. 

TAke  of  Vitriol  one  part,  of  Nitre  one  part,  of  Alume  a 
fourth  part,  mix  them  all  well  together,  and  diftil  with  a 
gentle  Fire,  till  the  Liquor  is  gone  over,  then  give  a  ftronger,  and 
laftly  moft  ftrong,  till  the  Alembick  grows  white,  for  then  is 

H  h  the 
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the  Aqua  fortis  prepared.  Then  take  of  the  aforefaid  Water 
one  pound,  put  it  in  a  large  Cucurbit,  and  pour  it  upon  four 
ounces  of  Aqua  Fitas  ( Aqua  ardens  )  four  times  diftilled  and 
put  an  Aiembick  on  with  its  Receiver,  then  will  it  make  great 
nodes,  boy  ling  exceeding-  violently  without  Fire  and  there¬ 
fore  the  Waters  ought  to  be  mixed  by  little  and  little.  Then 
put  it  into  a  lefs  Cucurbit,  and  put  on  an  Aiembick  with  its 
Receiver,  and  diftil  the  Water  in  Balneo,  that  a  Matter  may 
remain  alone  at  the  bottom  of  the  Veffel  in  the  form  of  foe"- 
pour  back  the  water,  and  diftil  again,  and  this  repeat  nine 
times,  then  will  an  Oyl  or  Matter  like  Ice  remain  in  the  hot- 
tom.  -  y 

,  This  Menftruum  of  Lully  is  clear ,  and  therefore  requires  net 
our  Explanation.  But  it  is  defer iled  by  an  Anonymous  in  Rhena- 
f)  Us,  thus ; 


79-  Aqua  forth  mixed  with  the  Spirit  of  Wine  of 

an  Anonymous  Author. 

Libro  cfe  Princifiis  Naturae ,  hr  Arte  Alchym.  fag. 
2  8.  S yntagm.  Harm. J oh.  Rhenani. 

TAke  an  equal  Quantity  of  Niter  and  Ahme,  diftil  the 
Phlegm,  till  the  ftrong  and  diflblving  Spirits  aftend, 
and  fet  before  them  new  and  clean  diftilled  water,  and  force 
the  Spirits  into  it  with  a  mod  ftrong  Fire.  Then  take  the  Spi¬ 
rits  of  Wine  being  well  purged,  and  artificially  diftilled  in  Bal¬ 
neo,  take  four  ounces  of  them  to  one  pound  of  Aqua  for tis, 
put  them  into  a  large  Cucurbit,  apply  an  Aiembick  to  it/  flop’ 
and  put  it  into  cold  water,  and  let  them  boyl  till  they  will 
boyl  no  more :  Then  put  it  in  Balneo,  and  diftil  the  water, 
fo  that  the  Spirits  may  remain  yet  moift,  then  pour  the  water 
firft  drawn  off,  to  them  again,  and  do  as  before,  and  that 
feven  times,  continually  diftilling  with  a  gen.le  Fire,  till  no¬ 
thing  more  will  diftil,  but  the  Matter  remains  like  an  Oyl  in 
the  bottom..  .  .  '  ■;  '  fi  fty 
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•  « 

From  the  Receipts  we  obferve  thefe  remarkable  Things : 

# 

i.  That  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  dijfolved  in  an  acid 
Spirit ,  is  a  mineral  Menftruum.  Oar  Aqua  fortis,  our  Vinegar , 
dijlilled  'Vinegar,  Vinegar  mixed  with  the  Spirit  of  Wine  ,  our 

Spirit  of  Salt,  Sulphur,  &c. '  _ 

x.  7/W  Spirit  </ fameWint,  is  with  very  great  ebulliti¬ 
on  dijfolved  in  an  Aci  &,and  therefore  you  ought  to  be  exceeding  care¬ 
ful. lejl you  pour  too  much  cf  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  upon 
the  Aqua  fortis,  and  vice  verfa  :  For  it  would  be  more  fafe  to  di- 
ftil  the  Aqua  fortis  upon  the  Spirit  0/ Philofophical  Wine,  as  Pa- 
racelfus  advifeth. 

3.  That  Aqua  fortis  mix'd  with  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  may  be  ta¬ 
ken  inflead  of  Vinegar  mix  d  with  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  or  Spirit  of 
Salt  mix  d  with  the  Spirit  of  Wine.  in  Chymical  Works  efpe - 
dally . 

4.  That  the  more  thefe  Menftruums  are  abflrabled from  the  Acid 
debilitated  in  dijfolution ,  the  ftronger  they  are  made . 

5.  That  the  Adepts  u fed  alfo  corrojive  Menftruums  or  Aqua 
fortis.  There  are  fome,  not  only  common  ignor ant  Operators,  but 
Adepts  alj'o ,  who  not  knowing  the  Preparation  and  Vfe  cf  thefe 
Menftruums,  have  written  againfl  thej'e  corrofve  Menftruums. 
Fools,  faith  Bernhard,  do  out  of:  the  lefs  Minerals  make  and  ex- 
trad  corroftve  waters,  into  whichfthey  caft  the  Species  of  Me¬ 
tals,  and  corrode  them  ;  for  they  think  them  to  be  diflolved 
by  a  riatural  folution;  which/olution  doth  indeed  require  per¬ 
manence  together,  that  is,  of  the  diflolvent  and  the  diflolved; 
that  from  both,  as  the  Mafculine  and  Feminine  Seed  a  new 
Species  may  refult.  Verily  I  tell  you  no  water  diflblves  a 
Metallick  Species  by  a  natural  redudion,  but  that  which  con¬ 
tinues  in  matter  and  form,  and  which  the  Metals  themfelves, 
being  diflolved,  are  able  to  re-congeal.  Which  Quality  is  not  in 
Aeuafortijfes, but  is  rather  injurious  to  the  Compolition,  that  is, 
of  the  Body  diflolved,  &c.  Yet  thus  they  think  they  diflbJve, 
miftaking  Nature;  but  they  diflblve  not,  becaufe  the  Aqua  for- 
tijfes  being  abftradred,  the  Body  melts, as  before ;  nor  Will  that 
water  -be  permanent  to  it,  nor  is  it  to  that  Body  as  radical  Moi- 
fture:  The  Bodies  are  indeed  corroded,  but  not  diflolved,  and 
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fo  much  the  more  alienated  from  a  Metallick  Species.  Where¬ 
fore  fuch  folutions  as  tliefe  are  not  the  foundation  of  the  tranf- 
mutative  Art,  but  rather  Impoflures  of  Sophiftical  Alchymifts, 
who  think  this  facred  Art  lies  in  thefe  things,  &c.  Epift.  ad 
Thom,  de  Bononia ,  pag.  60.  Artis  Aurifer .  So  in  the  Regeneration 
of  Metals,  faith  Sendivogius,  Vulgar  Chymifts  proceed  am’ifs 
they  diilolve  Metallick  Bodies,  either  Mercury,  or  Gold,  or 
Saturn, or  Luna, and  corrode  them  with  Aqua  fortiffes,  and  other 
heterogeneous  things  not  requifite  to  true  Art,  then  they  joyn 
and  force  them  together,  not  knowing  that  man  is  not  genera¬ 
ted  from  the  Body  of  a  man  differed,  &c.  Trait.  6.  par.  488. 
V bl.  4.  Th>  Chym. 

Some  do  by  Art  corroding  Waters  make , 

In  which  Metalline  Species  they  calcine ; 

But  then  the  Liquor  doth  the  Earth  forfake , 

Nor  ly  mans  Skill  together  they  will  combine : 

This  way  to  Fools  we  leave ,  for  nothing  fit. 

But  for  to  waft  ones  Thrifty  beware  of  it. 

Page  41.  of  the  fecondPart  of  the  Marrow  of  Alchymy. 

Thefe  and  the  like  Expreffions  they  reflelt  againft  our  Mineral  or 
Acid  Menflruums,  whereas  they  were  written  ly  the  Fhilofophers 
againft  Common  not  Philofophical  Aqua  fortifies.  In  that  Point, 
faith  Lully,  they  ignorantly  err,  imagining  the  Bodies  of  Me¬ 
tals  to  be  diflblved,  and  as  I  faid  betore,  reduced  to  their  firft 
Matter  or  Nature  with  Common  Aqua  fortiffes ;  but  if  they  had 
read  our  Books,  they  w  ould  certainly  know  that  thefe  Liquors 
are  repugnant  to  the  intention  o*f  the  Philofophers,  &c.  Comp. 
Anim.  Tranfm.  pag.  194.  Vol.  4.  Th.Chym.  Parifmus,  a  faithful 
Difciple  of  Lully,  explains  his  Meaning  thus :  Thofe  things  that 
are  objected  by  us  againft  Aqua  fortiffes,  namely, that  they  are  of 
no  efficacy  in  the  Art,  and  neverthdefs  are  taught  by  Lully,  are 
to  be  otherwife  underftood  :  For  he  this  way  puts  a  difference 
between  the  Vulgar  and  Philojophical  Aqua  fortiffes ,  &c._  And 
therefore  Raymund  rejetting  f harp  Waters,  means  the  Aqua  for- 
tijjes  of  feparation,  but  not  thofe  of  the  Philofophers,  Cap.  6. 
Lib.  1.  Elucid. pag.zo6.  Vol.  6.  Th.Chym.  But  it  would  bemeerly 
fuperfluous  for  us}  either  by  Authorities  or  Arguments  to  illuftrate 
that  which  the  Menftruums  themfehes  will  demonftr ate. 
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The  Sixteenth  KIND. 


Simple  Mineral  Menftruums  made  of 
Philofophical  Vinegar,  and  Vola¬ 
tile  Salts ,  as  Common  Sal  Armo- 
niack,  Urine  ,  6c. 

80.  The  Oyl  of  Sal  Armoniack.oi  Guido. 

Pag.  ii.  Thefaur.  Cbymiatr. 

T  Ake  of  the  Oyl  of  Salt  (the  Menftrmm  defcriled  in  Kami. 

71.  S  half  a  pound*  of  (  Common  Sal  Armoniack  four 
ounces.  Diflblve  the  Salt  in  the  Oyl ,  cohobate  the,. 
Diilblution  three  times  through  an  Alembick. 

Annotations. . 

T  N  the  antecedent  Kind,  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  was . 
1  diSTolved  in  Acids :  How  to  make  thefe  Oyley-actd  Menuru- 
ums  ftronger ,  the  Adepts  added  to  them  Saits,  that  is,  Arids 
difj'olved  in  Acids ,  and  Criftallized.  In  this  prejent  Kind  they 
took  Volatile  Salts,  as  being  of  eafier  preparation ,  in  the  following: 
fixed  Salts,  becaufe  of  ftronger  virtue.  In  the  Receipt  of  Cjuido, 
there  is  nothing  either  difficult  or  dark ,  unlefs  you  will  object  againjt 
the  Ingredients ,  which  cannot  be  both  common,  beiauje  ui  o  ju 
limes  Gold  Fhilofophically  with  this  Menftruum.  Whatf oever  a/Jo 
you  read  in  the  Books  of  Pra&ical  Chymy  ,  under  ft  and  always 
according  to  the  Letter  (  we  need  not  admonifb  you  to  except 
the  Terms  of  Art )  if  fo ,  that  which  is  protnijed  in  the  F reparation 
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and  ufe  may  be  performed  ;  ifnoffeek  an  Analogical  fenfe  not  in  the 
method  and  ufe  of  preparation ,  but  in  the  ingredients  ;  according  to 
which  Rule  either  the  OylofS&lt,  or  Sal  Armen  lack,  or  loth  ought  to 
le  Philofophicaf  beeaufe  Gold  cannot  he  Philofophically  fublmed  with 
Common  Menftruums.  The  Oyl  of  Salt  of  Paracelius,  as  alfo  the 
Spirit  or  Oyl  ofS alt  of  Bafilius,  wherewith  he  extracts  the  Sulphur 
of  Sol,  do' prove  the  Oyl  of  Salt  to  he  a  Fhilofophica]  Menftruum, 
Cap.  6 .  de  Rebus  nat.  &  fupernat. 

Probable  it  is  that  Guido  meant  the  fame  Oyl ,  for  otherwife  the 
Name  of  Oyl  hpd  been improperly  attributed  by  a  Phihfopher  to  the 
thin  and  common  Spirit  0/Sait.  But  if  you  think  rather  that  Gui¬ 
do  meant  the  common  Spirit  of  Salt  by  the  Oyl  of  Salt,  you  mufl  by 
Sal  Annoniack  under  ft  and  not  the  common  ft  ut  Vegetable  Sal  Har- 
moniack  ( [the  Spirit  0/Philofophical  Wine  dryed  with  fome  Salt, 
and  then  fub  limed  for  fo  you  might  alfo  make  a  Menftruum  of  the 
•  fame  if  not  of ftronger  Virtue,  a  fpecies  of  the  following  Eighteenth 
Kind :  But  if  both  the  Oyl  of  Salt  and  Sal  Annoniack  be  Philofo - 
phical ,  a  Menflruum  will  be  from  thence  produced  yet  ftronger  than 
both  the  precedent  :  Here  you  may  deviate  fromthe  true  and  genuine 
fenfe  of  the  Receipt ,  but  never  from  Chymical  Truth,  fo  long  as  you 
are  guided  by  the  Spirit  of  Philoiophicai  Wine,  but  here  yon  mufl 
have:  a  great  care  that  you  do  not  tranfmuie  ( as  jometimes  through 
inadvertence  you  may)  the  falfe  Receipts  of  deceitful  Diftillers  into 
true  ones  ;  an  impoffible  into  a pofftble  ;  a  lye  into  truth  ;  and  a  wick¬ 
ed  Man  into  a  Fhilofopher. 

Sometimes  they  impregnated  common  Sal  Armoniack  with  a 

Tincture,  to  make  a  Menflruum  higher ,  thus  ; 

«  » 

81.  The  Water  of  Sal  Armoniack,  of  Ifaacus. 
Cap,  47.  2.  Over  min.  pag.  4 60 .  Vol.  3.  7 heat.  Chym. 

•  j-  ■  •  “  ''  ‘t '  .  f  7  '  1 

TAke  Sal  Armoniack ,  fublime  it  with  Roman  Vitriol ,  one 
Pound  of  Sal  Armoniack ,  to  two. Pounds  of  Vitriol,  then 
grind  upon  a  Stone  the  Faeces,  and  fublime  again,  then  throw 
away  the  Faeces,  and  fublime  agaip  with  two  Pounds  of  new 
Vitriol,  do  as  before,  repeating  nine  times :  pulverize  the  St?/  Ar- 
imnicick,  'and  put  the  Powder  into  a  Glafs,  •  pour  upon  it  diflilled 
Vinegarf  Philofcphica  1  ,or  forne  Menftruum  of  the  Fifteenth  Kind) 

fo 
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fo  as  only  to  be  diltolved,  and  no  more,  than  that  the  Sal  At- 
moniack  may  be  turned  only  into  Water  as  yellow  as  Sol,  be- 
cauie  the  Sal  Armcnmk  was  liiblimed  by  Vitriol,  and  that  pro¬ 
duced  the'  Tindture  :  And  this  is  that  Water  cS  Sal Armomack , 
which  I  prom ifed  before  to  teach  you  how  to  make. 

■  -  . 

From  the  Receipts  we  obferve : 

i.  That  theOyl  or  E  fence  of  Salt  becomes  a  flronger  Menftruum 
by  the  addition  of  Volatile  Salts. 

z.  That  this,  ought  to  be  under  flood  alfoof  the  Menftruums  of  the 
fifteenth  precedent  Kind . 

3.  That  tbefe  Menftruums  are  the  fame  with  the  V egelable  Men¬ 
ftruums  of  the  fourth  Kind ^excepting  only  that  they  have  an  Acid  ad¬ 
ded  over  and  above.  \ 

4.  That  thefe  Menftruums  are  of  mofl  eafy  preparation ,  being 
made  by  three  cohcbations  only. 

5*.  That  it  is  very  d if  cult  for  a  Man  to  err,  being  experienced  in 
the  more  fecret  Chyrry ,  for  he  that  under  ft  ainds  the  practice  of  th  >s 
Art ,  will  eafily  explain  the  Receipt  of  every  Adept,  be  it  never  fob - 
feure ,  either  by  the  ufe ,  or  title ,  or  way  of  preparing  ;  for  it  is  in  a 
manner  tmpojjille ,  not  to  draw  feme  Light  from  one  or  ether  of  the 
faid  three ,  or  direct  ion  enough  to  find  the  fame  Receipt  more  clear  in 
the  Writings  either  of  the  fame  or  Jome  other  Adept  :  And  indeed 
though  we  Jome  times  meet  with  Receipts,  which  in  title,  way  of  pre¬ 
paration ,  and  ufe,  Jeem  to  be  like  the  Receipts  of  vulgar  Chymiflryyet 
a  Defciple  of  our  Art  will  eaflly  determine  either  for  the  approbati¬ 
on  or  reprobation  of  thefe  Receipts  ;  For  there  are  infallible  Signs  to 
diflinguifh  a  true  from  a  falfe  Menftruum  ;  this  one  following  fall 
here  fuffice  :  The  quality  of  a  good  Menftruum  is  to  diflolve  Bodies 
cither  gently  or  violently,  and  make  them  not  only  Volatile ,  but  fat 
alfo,  yea  reduce  them  into  a  true  Oyl  either  Jwimming  upon,  or  (Inking 
under  watery  Liquors.  This  Attribute  of  a  Menftruum  is  inconfflent 
to  any  common  diffolvent,  but  proper  to  the  Fhilofophical,  and  to  them 
alone ,  being  made  of  the  unit  nous  Spirit  of  Fhilofophical  Wine, 
which  Spirit  alone  doth  by  its  permanence  make  the  dry  Sulphur  of  a 
Metal  both  thinner  and  fatter  :  That  Me  n  ft  r  u  u  rn  therefore  in  the 
ufe  of  which  cere  promifed finch  things,  as  cannot  be  performed  by  com- 
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Mon  Menftruums,  may  he  truly  called  Philofophical ,  with  a  caution 
or  two  to  he  ohjerved. 

i*  That  the  Receipt  muft  he  off  me,  known  and  not  fufpetted  Au¬ 
thor  ,  not  of  every  fmoak-feller  ypromiftng  great  and  many  things  with¬ 
out  a  Foundation ,  wherefore  every  Receipt  wanting  its  Authority , 
though  it  mayfeem  like  a  true  one,  yet  we  think  ought  to  he  re  jetted 
as  fufpicious • 

2.  That  the  Receipt  muft  not  he  alone,  defer ihed  not  in  one  hut  di¬ 
vers  places  hy  the  fame  Author ,  or  at  leaft  moft  clear  in  its  ingredi¬ 
ents  :  For  the  fame  Names  have  one  fignification  with  one,  hut  ano¬ 
ther  with  another  Adept ;  fo  long  therefore  as  it  is  not  known  hy  col¬ 
lateral  places ,  what  an  Author  means  by  his  Matters ,  fuch  a  Mans 
Receipts  we  declare  uncertain . 

3.  That  the  Receipt  muft  import  a  competent  Rule  in  operating, 
that  is ,  declare  whether  Matters  are  to  he  volatilized  in  part  or  in 
the  whole ,  but  whatfoever  are  more  obf cure  and  cone  if e  we  lay  afide  as 
zmperfett . 


The 
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The  Seventeenth  KIND. 


Simple  Mineral  Menftruums  made  ofPbi- 
lofopbical  Vinegar, and  fixed  Salts  not  ting¬ 
ing ,  as  well  Vegetable  as  Mineral. 

82.  The  Aqua  Come  dens  of  Paracelfu s. 

Lib .  10.  Arch. fag.  37. 

BY  Aqua  Comedens(Eztm§  or  Corroding  Water)  we  mean 
Vinegar  mix  d  with  the  Spirit  of  f Philofophical )  Wine, 
which  mud  be  drawn  from  common  Salt  lo  often,  till 
it  is  diffolved,  and  comes  over  by  diftillation  in  the  Vinegar. 

Annotations. 

THe  Fhilofophical  Vinegar ,  or  Vinegar  mix'd  with  the  Spirit 
of  Philofophical  Win c,whicbyou  acuated  with  Volatile  Salts 
in  the  precedent  Kind,  is  made  ftronger  ly  the  mixing  of  fixed  Salts 
fo  called.  We  have  defer iled  fever al  Vegetable  Menftruums  made 
with  Alcali  Salts  in  their  fifth  Kind ,  which  if  prepared  with  Philo¬ 
fophical  Vinegar  inflead  of  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  will 
produce  Mineral  Menftruums  of  this  Kind,  though  prepared  another 
way,  with  this  only  difference,  that  they  are  wade  more  flovoly  with 
the  Spirit  ^Philofo pineal  Wine,  but  with  Philofophical  Vinegar 
much  (ooner,ye*  immediately ,  if  either  Common  or  P hilofophical  Vi¬ 
negar  be  joyned  to  the  Vegetable  Menftruums.  Aqua  comedens,  or 
Eating  Water,  is  the  third  Menftruum  that  we  have  obferved  to  be 
made  of  common  Salt .  The  fipfl  is  in  the  fifth  Kind  of  Vegetable 

I  i  Menftruums, 
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Menftruums,  where  common  Salt  being  fufed  and  refolved  per  deli- 
quium,  is  by  Virtue  of  the  Spirit  <?/Philofbphical  Wine  reduced  in¬ 
to  the  Oyl  or  E fence  of  Salt ,  which  hy  being  fome times  tohobated 
with  the  fame.  Spirit ,  becomes  fweet,  and  is  tranfmuted  into  the  Ar¬ 
canum  of  Salt,  or  Circulatum  minus  made  of  common  Salt.  The 
fecond  is  in  the  fourteenth  Kind ,  where  the  aforefaidOyl  of  Silt  is  left 
in  its  acid  ( rather  f aline)  Efience.  The  third ,  which  is  taught  in 
theprefent  Kind,  agrees  with  the  fir  ft ,  except  only  that  it  is  prepared 
not  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  hut  Fhilofophical Vine¬ 
gar,  and fofioener  than  that, and  in  ufe  is  ftronger,  as  a  Mineral  Men- 
itruum.  Diffolve  the  Arcanum  of  Salt,  or  Salt  circulated  in  any 
Acid  not  tinging  ;  for  example, common  Vinegar  difti If  d, Spirit  of  Ni¬ 
ter,  Sulphur,  Salt  file,  and  it  will  produce  the  Eating  Water  by  fim- 
ple  mixtion ;  on  the  contrary, if  you  weaken ,  or  take  away  the  Acid  of 
the  Eating  W iter,  either  by  precipitating  it  with  common  Spirit  of 
Wine,  common  Water ,  &c.  or  dige fling  it  by  it  felf  you  will  have 
the  Arcanum  of  Salt,  or  Water  of  Sal  ft circulated.  That  which  has 
btenfaid  of  common  Salt ,  is  alfo  to  be  under  flood  of  Niter,  Alume,and 
all  other  Salts  not  tinging.  The  Receipt  of  the  Eating  Water  is  clear 
of  it  Jelj,  except  that  in  the  Latin  Tranjlaiion ,  a  Sails  Nitri  Spiritu 
is  read  arnifs,  the  German  Authors  own  Writing  having  it  a  Sale 
commum,  Von  gemeinen  Saltz:  The  Error  it  is  requifite  you 
jhould  cor  re  SI. 

Menftruums  of  this  Kind  are  made  not  only  of  Mineral  Salts  not 
tinging,  but  alfo  if  Vegetable  Alcalies,  thus  : 

S3.  The  fixative  W ater  of  T\ rithemius. 

Pag.  37.  Aurei  VeUer.  Germ. 

v-  1  1  '  <  \ 

^TT^Ake  Aquafortis  mix’d  with  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  ( defcriled 

1  above  in  Numb.  74.3  whereto  add  of  the  Oyl  of  Tartar 
per  dehqmtm  hah  a  Pound,  diftil  the  Spirit,  throw  away  the 
Phlegm,  and  di  -Ioke  the  remaining  Earth  or  Sait  in  the  Spirit. 

Keep  the  joint  ion  for  the  fixing  of  things  ;  but for  volatilisation 
the  Salt  of  Tartar  muft  be  coh  abated jo  ojt,  till  it  ajeends  as  the  com¬ 
mon  Salt  in  the  Eating  Water. 

Hereto  is  referred  the  Menftruum,  called 
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84*  The  Aqua  Mirabilis  of  Ifaacus. 

.  A  '  ►  • 

2p.  2  Oper.  Min.  is? pag.pi.  Manus  Phil. 

TAke  old  Urine,  diftil  with  a  weak  Fire,  then  a  ftronger, 
that  whatfoever  can,  may  afcend;  redtifie  the  deftillation, 
taking  away  all  the  Fatnefs  or  Oyl,  till  it  leaves  no  Faxes  be¬ 
hind  it.  The  Caput  Mortuum  left  in  the  bottom,  calcine  the 
fpace  of  two  hours,  but  without  fufion  of  the  Salt,  draw  all 
the  faltnefs  from  the  calcined  Matter,  with  common  Water  ; 
evaporate  the  Liquor  to  a  thin  skin,  that  the  Salt  may  be  Cri- 
ftalized,  repeat  lometimes,  that  the  Salt  may  be  made  moft 
pure,  which  diffolve  in  the  diftilled  Urine.  Then  take  of 
this  regenerated  Urine  fix  pounds,  of  dildilled  Vinegar,  and 
Spirit  of  Q  Philofophkal )  Wine ,  of  each  three  mealures,  of 
Common  Salt  two  pounds ,  of  Sal  Armoniack  and  calcined 
Tartar,  of  each  half  a  pound,  diflolve  them  all  together  into 
an  Aqua  Mirabilis. 

The  like  Water  almofl  hath  Bafilius,  but  that  he  diftils  his 
through  an  Alembick ;  the  Defcription  of  which  followeth. 

85.  The  Refufcitative  Water  of  Bafilius. 
Pag.  8 1 .  Cun  us  Triumphalis  Antim. 

TAke  of  the  Salt  of  Mans  Urine  clarified  and  fublimed,  of 
Sal  Armoniack  ,  and  Salt  of  Tartar ,  of  each  one  part, 
mix  the  Salts,  pour  ftrong  (  Philofophical  )  Vinegar  to  them, 
lute  with  lutum  fapientios ,  digeft  the  Salts  for  a  Month  in  a  con¬ 
tinual  heat,  then  diftil  the  Vinegar  by  Allies,  till  the  Salts  re¬ 
main  dry,  then  mix  them  with  three  parts  of  Venetian  Earth, 
force  them  with  a  ftrong  Fire  through  the  Retort,  and  you  will 
have  a  wonderful  Spirit  for  the  making  of  Running  Mercury  out 
of  Antimony.  The  fame  Water  we  find  alfo,  pag.  39.  of  his  Ma¬ 
nual  Operations. 

The  Adepts  have  fometimes  ufed  feme  crude  Oyley  Matter  in- 
ftead  of  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  in  making  thefe  Men- 

1 1  a  ftruums ; 
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flruums ;  thus  Paracelfus  volatilized  four  Salts  into  a  Menftruum 
of  this  Kind  with  Wax  dijfolved  in  Aqua  fortis. 

8  6.  The  Water  of  Sail  ahum  of  Varacelf. 

LibrO  de  reduUione  Metallorum  in  Argentum  vi- 
yum,  five  Traciatu  4.  Rofarii  novi  Olympic i  Be¬ 
ne  d.  Figuli,  fag.  2  4. 

*  \  *■  x  'r~fi 

i 

^'gTV\ke  notice  there  is  no  fhorter  Method  of  reducing  Metals 
into  Mercury,  known  to  us,  than  that  which  we  ufed  in 
our  Book  de  putrefaffione  quatuor  Salium ,  which  we  there  called 
Sallahrum ,  as  thus  ;  each  of  thofe  (  Salts,  as  lower  )  mulf  be 
converted  into  a  pure  Water  or  Oyl  ( per  deliquium )  wdiich 
being  mixed  in  equal  weight,  are  called  Lac  Veter  urn,  or 
Milk  of  the  Ancients  :  Which  Fhilofophical  Milk  put  into  a 
ftrong  Receiver,  and  diftil  the  Spirits  of  calcined  Vitriol,  cal¬ 
cined  Alume,  and  the  bed  Niter,  ana,  five  times  upon  it,  and 
the  mixture  will  be  called  Flying  Eagle ,  carrying  Metals  in  its/ 
Talons  aloft  ;  fuch  a  Metal  being  iublim’d,  grind  to  powder, 
from  wdiich  draw  the  Spirit  of  ftrong  Wine  being  poured  to  it 
the  height  of  a  Finger,  three  or  lour  times  gently  in  Balneo, 
and  you  will  have  a  quick  or  running  Metal  as  common  Mer¬ 
cury.  Now*  the  Eagle  is  made  volatile  thus :  To  the  Philcjo - 
phers  Milk  acuated  with  the  laid  Spirits,  or  Eagle,  pour  Wax, 
being  very  well  liquefied  and  purged,  about  the  thicknefs  ol  a 
Finger,  diftil  the  Phlegms  togemer  with  the  Spirits  by  a  Cu¬ 
curbit  in  BalneG,  which  Matter  muft  be  cohobated  lo  often, 
...  till  they  are  all  coagulated  or  well  mixed  ;  and  you  w  ill  have 
the  Philofophers  Borax ,  which  we  wrote  or  in  our  Book  de  vir - 
tute  Vitrioli,  wherein  the  Volatile  Eagle  ablccnded  it  fclf  with 
its  Feathers,  namely,  Spirits .  Now'  take  the  Calx  of  what  Me¬ 
tal  you  pleafe,  made  of  Aqua  fortis ,  one  part,  of  the  Flying 
*  Eagle  half  a  part,  mix,  putrefie  rune  days,  the  longer  the  bet¬ 
ter,  then  fublime  the  Matter  upon  Sand  in  a  Cucurbit  well  lu¬ 
ted,  and  all  the  Metal  you  took  will  afeend,  wherewith  pro¬ 
ceed  as  beiore.  Sallahrum  deferibed  in  the  Book  mentioned, 
^  (  de  putrefaclione  quatuor  Salium  )  Take  Sal  Niter ,  Sal  Gemmae, 
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common  Salt,  Pot-Afbes,  an  equal  quantity  of  each,  diflolve 
every  one  by  it  feif,  and  purge  it  from  all  Terreftreity ;  out 
of  all  being  mixed  together,  make  a  clear  and  tranfparent  Wa¬ 
ter,  which  again  coagulate  in  a  clean  Veil'd,  and  you  will  find 
the’  Salt  of  another  colour,  namely,  yellow,  penetrating,  and 
fweetning,  dtftblving  and  fixing  :  Love  and  dlcem  this  Salt ,, 
becaufe  there  are  many  Secrets  in  it ;  for  it  fixeth  the  Volatile, 
and  vivifieth  the  Spirit  being  dead  ;  and  mollifieth  the  bard 
and  friable,  and  freeth  from  any  Leprofie  and  Poyion,  fixeth 
Arfenick,  and  moreover  is  the  promoter  of  many  famous 

works  to  a  happy  and  defired  End'. 

In  the  fir  ft  place,  let  us  admonifhyou  to  beware  of  this  and  fuch 
like  Menftruums ;  for  a  Myftery  lies  in  theje  Receipts,  which  to  ol~ 
ferve  is  neceffary ,  left  you  begin  to  doubt  the  Truth  of  them  after 
many  moft  dangerous  Experiments  tried  in  vain ;  for  you  Beginners 
let  this  fuffice  ;  that  it  is  mpccfftble  for  M  ax,  or  any  other  tyley 
^Matter  to  fupply  the  place  of  the  Spirit  of  Phifofophical  Wine. 
There  would  be  no  need  of  this  Spirit  in  the  whole  Art,  if  crude, 
eyley  things  could  perform  the  fame  as  this  moft  pure  and  moft  un- 
ttuous  Liquor.  No  man  but  he  that  is  expert  in  the  Method  of 
preparing  the  Spirit  o/Phiiofophical  Wine,  can  make  thefe  Men- 
llruums,  whereas,  all  the  reft  may  be  made  by  any  la  cot ,  if  he  hath 
but  the  Spirit  of  this  Wine  given  him-  The  Adepts  do  in  theje 
Receipts  both  prepare  and  acuate  this  Spirit  of  Wine  ;  no  wonder 
therefore  that  they  either  wholly  omitted  the  Myftery,  or  not  fujfi— 
ciently  exprefs ditin  their  Compofitions  ;  for  which  reafon  alfo  tl.efe: 
Menftruums  do  appertain  to  the  preparation  of  the  Spirit  of  Phi- 
lofbphical  Wine,  rather  than  as  all  the  reft  to  the  Vfe  of  this  Spi- 
,  rit,  or  compofitions  of  thefe  Menftruums  :  nor  Jlould  I  have  re- 
membred  them  here,  had  they  not  been  detrimental  to  many  men ; 
and  that  to  my  own  knowledge.  The  Name  Sallabrum  is  given 
quafi  Saiislabrum,  or  Salt-Cellar ,  not  that  Salt  rs  to  be  contained 
in  this  Neffel,  as  Candelabrum,  or  Casudlefttck  is  Jo  called,  becauje 
Candles  are  fet  in  it,  but  r either  becaufe  the  Eiience  or  hre  cf  Jome 
Metals,  or  fome  Chymcial  Light  is  either  to  be  r e ferve d,  or  made 
in  this  Sallabrum,  as  Alume  is  by  Ilaacus  in  Man,  Fhdsfnphor. 
pay.  xB.  called  Lucerna,  fignifyinga  Lanthorn. .  ,  . 

Concerning  this  Sallabrum, Thomas  Aquinas  in  Lila  Benedict 
pag.  ioBy.  Vol.  4.  Th-  Chynt.  Thus 
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Adde  labrum  Salis  quanta  fit  fexta  duorurn 
Conjunge  poneq;  fimul — - -  . 

In  the  fame  place  he  calls  this  Sallabrum  the  Medium  of  joy  nine 
T injures,  the  middle  between  two  Extreams,  between  hard  and 
foft,  between  Luna  and  the  Spirit ,  between  the  Body  and  Spirit  • 
As  the  Menftrual  Blood  is  the  Medium  between  the  Sperm  of  the 
Male  and  Female,  fo  this  our  Salt,  pag.  108  j.  Sallabrum  he  calls 
thundring  Salt,  illuminating  Stone,  and  fatnefs  of  the  Eagle ,  pag. 
1087.  Sal  Alembrot,  the  Stone  Bore  ([Borax)  and  fatnefs  of  the 
Eagle,  pag.  1097.  Linear ,  Borax. 

This  Sallabrum  or  Saline  Labrum  is  by  Paracelfus  made  of 
thefe  Salts,  Niter,  Sal  gemme,  common  Salt,  and  Alcali. 

Guido  ufed  thefe  four  following  in  his  reduction  of  Metals  into 
Mercury.  Common  Salt,  Alcali,  Sal  armoniac,  and  Salt  of  Tar¬ 
tar,  pag.  %y  Thef  Chym. 

Thomas  Aquinas  took  the  fame  Salts  as  Guido,  -for  his  La¬ 
brum  Salis.  The  Affinity  which  I  obferve  between  the  Salts  of 
Paracelfus,  Gemme  and  Common,  I  perceive  alfo  between  the  Salt 
of  Tartar,  and  Alcali  of  Guido;  but  the  foundation  of  the  Re¬ 
ceipt  is  not  grounded  upon  thefe  four  Salts.  Paracelfus  1 vasfome- 
times  Jat is fled  with  Niter  and  common  Salt  f ufed  and  refolv'ed  to¬ 
gether  per  deliquium.  Nor  does  the  My  fiery  of  the  Receipt  lie  in 
the  Wax,  in  the  room  of  which  if  you  chofe  any  oyley  thing  elfe,  you 
will  not  err.  Inftead  of  the  Jame,  he  fometimes  ufed  Linfeed-Qvl  in 
the  Water  of  the  fixth  gradation-,  but  of  this  hereafter. 

From  the  Receipts  we  obferve, 

f  i. That  thefe  Menfiruums  are  fimple  Vegetable  Menftruums  of 
tne  Fifth  Kind  diffolved  in  Acids.  Diffolve  any  of  them  in  common 
Aquafortis,  and  you  will  have  a  Menfiruum  of  this  Kind-,  but 
take  away  the  Acid,  and  it  will  be  a  Vegetable  Mejiftruum  again 
as  it  was  before.  ’ 

a.  That  thefe  Menftruums  are  by  reafin  of  the  Acidity  both 
fooner  made,  and  do  more  powerfully  operate  than  the  fatd  Men¬ 
ftruums  of  the  Fifth  Kind. 


3.  That 
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3.  That  they  are  not  always  made  of  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical 
Wine,  hut  alfo  with  any  common  O^le,/ Matter,  provided  it  he  un¬ 
dertaken  hy  an  Artift  expert  in  the  Method  of  making  the  Spirit  of 
Philofophical  Wine. 

4*  That  thefe  Menftruums  do  hy  their  own  flrength  without 
any  addition  of  Common  Argent  vive,  reduce  Metals  and  Mine¬ 
rals  into  running  Mercury. 

5*.  That  Metals  dijfohed  in  thefe  Menftruums,  and  fuhlimed \ 
are  properly  enough  called  Philofophical  Mercuryes,  hecaufe  as 
Common  Mercury  fublimate,  fo  thefe  are  moft  eaftly  refufcitated 
into  running  Argent  vive. 

'  ;  >  *’  A.  '?  -V  i  ' .  4  *  j 
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The  Eighteenth  Kind. 

».  •.  •*  ^ I;  '  I  •  %  "rCgt*-  f  .  -  '  i  4 

•*-  N,  .  ‘ 

Simple  Mineral  Menftrams  made  of  Ve¬ 
getable  Sal  Harmoniack ,  and  Acids  not 
tinging. 


87.  The  Aqiu  fortis  of  Ifaacus  Hollandus. 
Cap.  122.  Oper.  Min.  pag.  397.  Vol.  3,  Th.  Chym. 


Ake  an  Aqua  forth  with  an  equal  quantity  of  Sal  Har- 


IV I  moniack ,  and  Sal  Niter ,  dry  the  Sal  Niter  to  a  dry 
Powder,  then  mix  the  Sal  Harmoniack  dilcreetly  among  the 
Powder  of  the  Sal  Niter ,  fo  as  to  be  well  mixed  together,  and 
incorporated  one  with  the  other;  then  diftil;  not  luting  the 
Receiver  clofe  to  the  Beak,  before  it  begins  to  diftil ;  for  if 
you  lute  the  Receiver  at  iirft  to  the  Beak  of  the  Alembick, 
there  are  windy  wild  Spirits  in  the  Matter,  which  would  break 
the  Receiver ;  but  having  diftilled  a  little  while,  lute  the  Beak 
without  fear,  and  diftil  the  Water  according  to  Art. 


Annotations 


(  *4*  ) 


Annotations. 

BEfides  the  Philofophers  Vinegar,  there  is  a  Sal  Harmoniack, 
under  the  Name  of  which  is  comprehended  the  Spirit  of  Phi- 
Iofophical  Wine,  the  root  of  all  Menftrums,  being  concentrated \ 
dried  in  an  Arid,  and  fublimed  into  an  admirable  Salt .  This  pre- 
Jent  Kind  treats  of  this  Salt ,  not  common  Sal  Armoniack,  dif* 
folved  in  common  Acidsy  not  tinging.  We  have  alfo  made  indeed 
Philofophical  Menftruums  before  of  coinmon  Sal  Armoniack, 
by  the  help  of  Philofophical  Vinegar,  or  an  Acid  mix'd  with  the 
Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  but  the  Menftruums  of  this  Kind  are 
ftronger  than  they,  the  Spirit  ^Philofophical  Wine  being  fubli¬ 
med  into  a  Vegetable  Sulphur  or  Mercury,  is  made  better ,  as  be¬ 
ing  acuated  either  with  ^Alcali,  or  fome  fixed  Arid,  and  for  this 
reafon  being  dijfolved  in  an  Acid,  it  yields  alfo  a  more  noble  Men- 
ftruum.  Ilaac  in  our  Receipt  mixeth  Vegetable  Sal  Harmoniack 
with  fo  much  of  Sal  Niter  y  for  the  Vegetable  Salt  to  be  by  fubfe - 
qutnt  difl illation  diffolved  in  the  Mineral  Acid  of  Sal  Niter ;  but 
becaufe  this  way  of  diffolvingy  is  by  reafon  of  the  fudden  ebullition 
of  the  oyley  and  acidy  too  dangerous ,  he  durft  not  therefore  lute 
the  Receiver  clofe  to  the  Beak ,  but  the  like  ejfervefcence 
appearing  in  the  diftillation ,  of  common  Sal  A  rmoniack , 
and  Sal  Niter,  we  mujl  prove ,  that  by  Sal  Harmoniack  Ifaacus 
meant  not  the  Common,  but  Philofophical ;  which  we  prove  fir  ft  by 
the  Vfe  of  the  Menftruum  :  Of  which  faith  Ifaack  thus  ;  Diflblve 
your  Sol  in  the  Water  made,  and  put  it  in  Balneo,  with  a  glafe 
Alembick  upon  it  ,•  kindle  the  Balneo  no  more  than  that  you 
may  endure  your  hand  in  it,  and  lute  the  Receiver  very  firmly 
to  the  Beak,  and  a  little  hole  being  made  above  in  the  Alem¬ 
bick,  put  a  glafs  Funnel  therein,  whereby  other  Aquafortis 
may  upon  occafion  be  poured  in,  and  keep  the  Balneo  in  that 
heat  aforefaid  a  day  and  a  night,  and  when  you  fee  your  Aqua 
forth  brought  to  a  fmall  quantity  (  by  diftiKing  )  as  it  was 
when  you  diffolved  the  Sol  in  it,  pour  to  it  new  Aquafortis * 
and  let  it  gradually  diftil  a  day  and  a  night  in  Balneop  and* 
when  it  is  thick  again,  pour  Aqua  forth  again  to  the  Matter, 
doing  in  all  refpe&s  as  before  ;  repeat  it  three  times,  always 
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pouring  to  it  new  Aqua  forth ,  but  the  third  time  diftil  it  dry 
f  to  ficcity )  then  let  the  Body  cool,  and  take  the  Receiver 
from  the  Beak,  and  ftop  it  firmly  with  wax,  remove  the  A- 
lembick  from  the  Pot ,  and  then  take  a  Drachm  or  Scruple 
of  the  Matter  out  of  the  Pot,  and  put  it  in  a  glafs  Phial,  pour 
common  diftilled  water  to  it,  and  fet  it  on  a  Fornace  in  Afhes, 
and  let  the  water  boyl  half  an  hour :  Then  let  it  cool  of  its  own 
accord,  and  ftand  a  day  and  a  night,  and  a  Powder  will  fettle 
in  the  bottom  of  the  Veflel ;  pour  off  the  top  of  the  water 
gently,  and  the  reft  evaporate  with  a  lukewarm  heat,  to  dry 
your  Powder:  Being  dry,  take  it  out,  and  heating  a  filver 
Plate,  put  a  little  of  your  Powder  upon  it,  and  look  earneftly 
whether  the  Powder  fumes  not ;  if  you  perceive  it  fume,  have 
a  care  of  your  felf,  for  the  fume  may  kill  you,  &c*  pag*  397. 
of  the  fame  Volume*  Then  he  goes  on ,  Cap .  24.  faying ,  Then  put 
your  Matter  or  Powder  in  it  ( the  fubliming  Veffel )  with  a 
large  and  clean  Alembick  upon  it  very  well  luted,  fo  as  to  be 
certain  that  no  Spirits  can  pierce  the  luting ;  for  they  are  fub- 
til  beyond  defcription,  and  Ihould  they  penetrate,  and  you  re¬ 
ceive  the  fume,  you  would  die.  Lute  alfo  a  large  Receiver  to 
the  Beak  of  the  Alembick,  and  let  the  luting  be  in  every  place 
throughly  dry  ;  Then  put  Fire  under  the  Fornace,  firlt  a  very 
imali  Fire  ,  and  fometimes  increale  it  by  degrees,  till  vour 
Matter  begins  to  fublime,  which  it  will  do  with  a  little  heat  * 
and  when  you  fee  the  Matter  afcend,  diligently  obferve  to 
keep  the  Fire  in  the  fame  degree,  that  it  may  fublime  very 
gently,  which  will  be  eafily  done ;  for  the  Matter  is  fublimed, 
and  afcends  with  a  very  little  Fire,  pag*  402 of  the  fame  Vo¬ 
lume* 

Gold  diffolvedin  this  Aqua  fortis  of  Ifaack,  and  once  or  twice 
cohob  at ed,  then  wafhed  with  common  Water,  becomes  fo  volatile,  as 
to  afcemd  with  a  very  fmallh  eat  into  a  woft  poyjcnom  Sublimate; 
if  any  man  does  the  fame  by  as  eafie  a  Method  with  common  Aqua 
jJNyS’  made  of  S$\  Armoniack  and  Niter,  we  declare  he  needs 
^Menftruums  of  this  Kind ;  but  that  common  Sal  Armoniack. 
is  ipfufficjent  for  fuch  a  purpofe ,  even  the  Novices  of  vulgar  Chy- 
mi  fry  have  long  fence  experienced* 

Bffides  the*  Z/fe  of  this  Menftruunv  the  Encomiums  of  Sal 
Harmoniack,  which  agree  ,  not  ,in  the  leaf  with  the  Obmmn  of 

'C'vC  '  >.  *  the 
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the  Came  Marne,  do  prove  the  excellency  of  this  Menftruum.  _ 
Now  faith  he,  we  have  a  mind  to  teach  you  how  and  which 
wav  to  jovn  Soul,  Body  and  Spirit  together,  fo  as  to  enter  one 
into  the  other;  for  a  Congregation  of  Contraries  cannot  be  fo, 
as  to  remain  together  without  a  Medium  (  which  before  in  cap. 
ta6.  he  called  Szi  Harmoniack  or  dry  Water  )  Take  an  exam¬ 
ple  from  the  Dyers  that  dye  Cloaths,  &e.  Thus  it  is  witn  our 
Stone.  Though  we  have  rightly  prepared  the  Body,  Soul  and 
Spirit  if  they  enter  not  into  one  another,  they  will  neither 
now  nor  at  any  time  ever  remain  together  without  the  Medi¬ 
um  of  our  dry  Water.  Now  Beloved,  where  now  lhall  we 
find  this  Water  ?  For  Geher  faith,  Our  water  is  not  Rain-water. 
Ariflotle  faith ,  Our  water  is  a  dry  water.  Hermes  faith.  Our 
water  is  gathered  out  of  a  filthy  and  {linking  Menftrual  Matter. 
Danthynus  faith,  Our  water  is  found  in  old  Stables,  Houfes  or 
Office,  and  {linking  Sinks.  And  Morienus,  Our  water  fpnngs 
in  Mountains  and  Valleys,  and  Fools  underftand  not  thelc 
Words,  but  think  it  Mercury  ;  it  is  not  Mercury,  it  is  a  dry  Wa¬ 
ter  which  caufeth  all  Mineral  Spirits,  Soul  and  Body  to  enter 
and  mix  together,  and  when  it  has  joyned  them  together,  it 
departs  front  thern^  and  let s  them  remain  fited.  •  And  this  wa- 
ter  is  found  in  all  things  o;  the  world.  For  if  this  water  Was 
nor  in  vain  ffibuld  We  endeavour  to:  make  the  Stone:  For 
how  ffibuld  we  make  one  of  our  prepared  Matter  enter  into  an¬ 
other  t.  As  the  Apothecaries  gather  their  Herbs  together,  lo 
ought  we  to  do  either  in  the  Vegetable,  Animal,  or  Mineral 
Kingdom  to  make  a  perfect  Wdrk  or  Quinteflence,  we  ought 
to  have  a  dry  water  c«t  of  every  dtftind  thing.  f  A  dry  water, 
therefore  is  in  all  things,  to  make  themfelves  perfcft.  There¬ 
fore,  faith  Galen,  All  things  have  their  own  Medicine  to  make 
the  Stone  either  in  the  Mineral,  Animal,  or  Vegetable  King¬ 
dom,  without-  the  addition  of  any:exotick  things.  Wherefore 
when  we  would  make  the  Stoned  dr  any  Fixation;  we  ought 
to  make  that  conjunftion  with  our  dry  water,  as  was  laid  ot 
the  Dyer  and  Apothecary.  Therefore  is  it,  my  Beloved !  that 
fo  many  fall  into  Errors,  becaufe  they  do  not  underftand  nor 
follow  Nature  :  Therefore  did  I  mention  the  Dyer  and  Apo¬ 
thecary,  for  'you  to  underftand  Nature,  by  that  rude  way , 
that  you  may  in  your  own  mind  perceive  that  no  conjun  ion 
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can  be  made  without  a  Medium..  Wherefore  all  the  works 
above  cited  are  good,  but  thofe  two  things  are  not  there  na 
med,  the  Spirit,  that  is,  and  Dry  Water,  weights  and  wav  of 
joynmg,  wherein  confifts  our  whole  Art :  wherefore  I  coniure 
you  never  to  reveal  this  Secret ;  for  all  the  Art  that  is  in  the 
world  is  comprehended  in  it,  to  make  the  perfect  work  in  a 

Ihort  time  andlittle  pains  147, 148,149.  i.Qper.Min.pag. 

I'Theat.  Chym*  r 

Ripley  hath  defir  tied  the  fame  Water  thus  ; 

88.  The  Aqua  Regis  of  Ripley,  <• 

Pag-  349-  Viatici. 

MAke  a  corrofive  Water  of  Salt  P eter  and  Harmouiack,  and 

put  not  above  four  Ounces  in  the  Deftillatorv  and 

drawa  water  with  a  flow  Fire,  wherein  diflbive  and  make  the 
uyl  or  Sol,  &c. 

This  Water  Bafil  Valentine  calls  the  Kings  Bath,  of  which  thus, 
tn  the  elucidation  of  the  fecond  Key :  Take  notice.  Friend  !  and 
ferioufly  confider,  becaufe  here  lies  the  principal  Secret  •  Make 
a  Bath,  have  a  care  that  no  llrange  thins  enter  into  it  ’left  the 
Noble  Seed  Of  Gold  l*  radically  Sftroyfd  alia  ,£  Sfa, 

;  Exaftly  therefore,  aHd  with  care  examine  the  things 
which  the  fecond  Key  informs  you  of,  that  is,  what  Minerals 
are  to  be  taken  for  the  Kings  Bath ,  wherein  the  King  ought  to 

be  diflolved,  and  his  external  form  _  fubverted,  that  his  Soul 

m^r  appear  without  blemilh :  To  this  purpofe  will  the  Draeon- 
and  Eagle,  that  is  Niter  and  Sal-Armoniack  ferve,  out  of  which 
being  united,  js  made  an  Aqua  forth ,  as  you  will  be  informed 
to  my  Manuals,  where  I  ihalltreat  of  the  Particular  oi  Sol. 


JOI  1; 


89.  The 
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%p.  The  Kings  Bath  of  Bafilius. 

Lib.  Par  tic.  in  Particul.  Solis. 

TAke  of  Salt  Peter  one  part ,  of  Sal  Harmoniack ,  one 
part ,  of  Flints  pulverized  half  a  'part,  mix,  and  di- 
ftil.  Take  notice,  that  this  Water  muft  be  carefully  and 
exactly  diftilled ;  for  it  cannot  be  diftilled  by  the  common 
method  :  He  that  is  expert  in  the  operations  of  (  the 
wore  fecret )  Chymy  ,  will,  know  what  is  to  be  done.  Ob- 
ferve,  you  mullt  have  a  ftrong  earthen  Retort  well  luted,  in  the 
upper  part  of  which  muft  be  a  Pipe  half  afpan  long,  and  two 
fingers  broad  ;  put  a  great  Receiver  to  it,  lute  well,  and  in-, 
creafe  the  Fire  by  degrees  till  the  Retort  grows  red  hot:  Then  • 
put  in  a  fpoonful  of  this  Matter  through  the  Pipe,  and  hidden- 
ly  flop  the  Pipe  with  a  wet  Cloath,  and  the  Spirits  will  pafs 
impetuoufty  into  the  Receiver;  the  Spirits  being  aflwaged, 
put  in  another  fpoonful  of  the  faidMatter,  thus  proceeding,, 
till  no  Matter  remains,  and  you  will  have  Aqua  Gehetmea ,  or. 
Hell- water,  diflolving  the  Calx  of  Gold  in  an  inftant  into  a 
thick  folution,  which  we  mentioned  in  the  third  Part,  as  alfo, 
in  the  fecond  Key,  not  only  diflolving  Gold,  but  reducing  .the. 
fame  into  volatibility,  &c. 

This  Kings  Bath  is  defcriled  alfo  hy  Bafilius  in  Revelation® 
Manualium  Operationum,  thus ; 

po.  A  Philofophical  Water  for  the  Solution  of 

Gold  of  Bafilius. , 

Lahore  primo  Revelation.  Man.  Operate 

TAke  of  Salt  Peter ,  and  Sal  Armoniack,  of-each  two  parts  ' 
of  Stones  walhed  one  part,  grind  them  together,  and 
by  a  Retort  (with  a  Pipe)  diftil  the  Water  into  a  large  Receiver 
putting  in  two  or  three  ounces  through  the  Pipe;  the  Receiver, 

muft  be  a  big  one,  and  lie  in  aVeflel  full  of  cold  Water,  and  co¬ 
vered  j . 


i 
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vered  with  wet  Linnen  Cloaths,  that  the  Spirits  may  cool;  for 
it  will  be  very  hot,  flop  the  Joynts  of  the  Retort  very  clofe, 
kindle  a  Fire,  and  the  Retort  being  hot,  caft  in  three  ounces 
of  Matter,  the  Pipe  being  fuddenly  ftopp’d,  the  Spirits  will  pafs 
through,  and  the  Receiver  wilt  grow  white,  and  drops  fall : 
When  the  Spirits  arefetled,  putin  three  ounces  more,  flopping 
the  Pipe  immediately,  proceed  as  before,  changing  very  often 
with  wet  Linnen :  "Continue  this  Operation  till  you  have  water 
enough,  which  flop  very  well,  that  it  may  not  evaporate ;  it  is 
the  true  Water  and  Mineral  Bath  for  the  King. 

That  Bafilius  its  well  as  Ifaacus  ufed  the  Sal  Harmoniac  not 
common  Sal  Armoniac ,  for  his  Bath,  the  Vfe  of  the  fame  doth  al~ 
fo  prove.  '  " 

Take  of  this  Water  three  parts, of  the  Calx  of  Gold  one  part, 
mix  them  in  a  Cucurbit,  put  it  with  an  Alembick  upon  hot 
Allies  to  bediffolved;  if  it  be  not  wholly  dilfplved,  pour  out 
the  Water,  and  pour  on  new,  and  that  till  all  the  Calx  is  dif- 
folved  in  the  water,  being  cold,  white -Faeces  fettle  in  the  bot¬ 
tom,  which  feparate;  put  all  the  water  together,  anddigeft 
for  a  day  and  a  night  in  Balneo,  then  removing  the  Faeces, 
digeft  thefpace  of  nme  Days  continually,  diflil  the  Water,  that 
the  Water  may  remain  in  the  bottom  like  Oyl,G?c.  diflil  io  often, 
till  all  the  Gold  has  pafs’d  through  the  Alembick.  In  the  fame 
place :  This  unit  ions  Bath  redu-eeth  Gold  and  all  other  Metals  into 
Oyls,  hecaufe  it  is  made  of  the  Oyly  Spirit  of  philofophical  Wine, 
concentrated ,  and  dryed  in  fame  Vegetable  Alcali  ;  and  Spirit  oj 
Nitre ,  whereas  on  the  contrary  Sal  Armoniack,  ,cr  common  Aqua 
Regis,  cannot  tranfinute  Metals  beyond  its  ftline  Nature,  for  that 
Oleity  which  it  hath  net,  it  cannot  give.  Ifaacus  for  want  of  a  Re¬ 
tort  with  a  Pipe,  perhaps  not  being  at  that  time  known,  fuflained  no 
fmall  lofs  of  Spirits  in  dUlilting  this  Menftruum,  which  Bafilius  did 
hi  help  of  the  fiid  Retort  endeavour  to  repair.,  though  that  alfo  not 
without  fome  difficulty.  • 

i  is  later  Adepts,  Crinot,  Trifmoftnus,  and  Paracel fus  obfer- 
r,i  t  ;  he  difficulty  of  dijlilfing,  and  the  lofs  oj  Spirits  made  it  better, 
■t  .  i  fain  but,  better  method  dijfolved  the  Vegetable  Sal  Har- 
.  m  Spirit  of  Nitre  or  Aqua  lords,  without  any  lofs ,  dan- 
■  •  j  ay. 

pi.  The 
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o  i  The  moft  ftrong  Aqua  fort  is  of  Paracelfus. 

Lib.  3.  iirfik  </<?  jf^-  E-lem-  ?a&  7- 


T 


'AkeSal  Nitre,  Vitriol,  and  Atume,  m  equal  parts,  1 
X  diftil  into  Aquafortis,  this  again  pour  .  SV; 

repeat,  diftil  in  a  Glafs,  which  Aquafortis  clarify  vu 

Arn»Mt  *  rr», 

Plates, 'ami  there  reiblve  it  into  Water,  in  the  feme  Water  then 
fenarate  by  Balneo  and  pour  on  again,  this  repeating,  y 
find  an  Oyl  in  the  bottom,  of  Sol  or  Gold  a  purple,  of  Luna  - 
zurine  of  Mars  red  and  very  dark ;  of  Mercury  white ;  of  Sa- 
tum  livid  and  lead  Coloured ;  of  Venus  altogether  gcen  >  o  7" 
titer  vellow  •  in  the  fame  place.  Whoever  dijfolved Metals  pro 
piter  yellow  ,  Anna  reeis  both  Silver  and  Gold  into  an 

mijcuoujly  Kith  common  Aqua  regi ,  reduction 

Oyl,  either  purple  or  lazunne  f  Not to  Jay  any  thigj 

of  all  Metals  into  two  Fats  red  and  white,  the  Ejje 

the  Dead  Body.  It  is  therefore  clear  from  the 

dijfolved  Sal  Harmomack  in  Aqua  torus  for  Ins  m  J  J  g  q 

^ In' making  this  Menftruum  Guido  adds  the  weight  of  the  Sal 
Harmoniack  which  Paracelfus  omits* 


92.  The  Aqua  Regis  of  Guido, 
Pag.  22.  ThefauriChym . 


<  jf 
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TAke  Vitriol,  common  Salt,  and  Nitre,  diftil  into 

take  one  Pound  of  this,  four  Ounces  of  (Thilofo- 

phicalj  Sal  Harmoniack,  and  diftil  yet  .  •  mmon 

P  Solomon  Triimofinus  *  Thus  he 

Aqua  fortis,  and  to  the  folution  added  Sal  Harmonack.  Jtm^ 


Volatalized  Silver ,  being  dijfolved  in  Aqua  fortis,  with  the  afore - 
[aid Salt.  Lib.  8.  Tinft.  quinta,  pag.  81.  Aurei  velleris  Ger¬ 
man.  Take  of  pure  Luna- four  Ounces,  diflolve  it  in  common 
Aqua  forth,  draw  off  the  Phlegm,  to  the  remainder  add  fix 
Drachms  of  Sal  Harmoniack,  and  pour  on  new  Aqua  fortis,  draw 
off  again  in  Allies  to  an  oleity,  this  repeat  four  times  with  new 
Aquafortis ,  then  urge  it  ftrongly,  and  the  Luna  will  afcend  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  Aqua  fortis. 

Sometimes  he  volatilized  Gold  and  Silver  together  with  this  Men- 
ftruum.  In  Tin£tura  Regis  Julaton.  pag.  1 6.  Aurei  veller. 
Take  of  the  filings  of  Gold  of  Sal  Harmoniack^ each  two  Ounces, 
to  which  put  four  Ounces  of  the  beft  Silver  diflolved  in  eight 
Ounces  of  Aquafortis,  draw  off  to  an  Oleity,  pour  on  new  Aqua 
fortis,  and  repeat  three  times  with  new  Aqua  fortis,  and  the 
Gold  will  afcend  with  the  Silver  through  the  Alembick. 

Lully  made  his  Aqua  Regis  by  dijj'olving  V get  able  Sal  Harmo- 
niark  in  the  acid  Water  of  Mercury  fublimate. 

93.  The  Aqua  Regis  of  Lully. 

In  Exp.  1 7. 

TAke  Mercury  being  twice  fublimed  with  Vitriol,  and  com¬ 
mon  Salt  prepared,  each  time  with  new  materials,  grind, 
and  if  there  be  one  Pound  of  fublimate,  take  the  whites  of  nine 
new  laid  Eggs,  which  whites  beat  fo  long,  that  it  feems  to  be 
Water  ;  then  mix  the  white  with  that  fublimate,  and  put  it  in  a 
Retort  with  a  long  Neck,  joyn  a  Receiver  to  it  very  clofe,  gi¬ 
ving  it  a  Fire  of  Alhes  at  the  beginning  moft  gentle,  till  it  diftils 
by  that  degree :  The  diftillationceafing,  increafe  the  Fire,  and 
at  laft  give  a  moll  violent  Fire,  and  by  this  means  part  of  the 
Mercury  will  turn  into  Water,  and  part  into  running  Mercury, 
which  running  Mercury  being  gone  over  fublime  again,  then 
grind  and  joyn  it  with  the  diftilled  Water,  anddiflil  again  asbe- 
fore,  repeating  the  Magiftery,  till  all  the  fublimate  is  gone  over, 
and  converted  intq  Water:  Wherefore  you  may  the  fame  way 
multiply  it  as  often  as  you  pleafe,  always  putting  new  fublimate 
to  the  Water,  and  diuilling  till  it  be  converted  into  Water. 

Now 
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Now  take  this  Water,  put  it  in  a  fmall  Urinal  ( Cucurbit _ )  joyn- 

jnga  Head  to  it  with  a  Receiver,  then  diftil  by  Balneo,  til!  the 

white  feems  to  be  gone  over  mixt  with  it,  which  you  will  thus 
know  ;  take  an  Iron  or  Copper  Plate,  upon  which  let  one  drop 
of  the  diftiliation  fall,  if  it  boy  Is  and  feems  todiflblve,  takeaway 
the  Receiver,  ioyning  another  very  well  luted,  and  diftil  by 
Aflies  and  again  by  Alhes  repeat  this  Magiftery  feven  times  : 
And  thus  you  will  have  a  Mercurial  Water,  which  will  ferve 
you  in  many  operations :  Take  now  one  Ounce  of  the  Salt  of 
thefecond  Experiment  (Volatile  Salt  of  Tartar,  declared  in  Mumh. 
17.')  and  four  Ounces  of  this  Water  {the  acid  Water  how  diftil - 
led  from  Mercury  fuhlmate)  mix  them  together,  and  the  mixture 
will  prefently  bediffolved ;  being  diffolved,  diftil  by  Alhes  with 
a  gentle  Fire  luting  the  Joynts  well,  in  the  laft  place  increafe  the 
Fire,  that  all  the  Salt  may  with  the  Water  pafs  through  the 
41embick,  then  again  put  one  other  Ounce  ot  the  Salt  into  the 
fame  Water,  and  by  diftiliation  pafs  it  all  over  as  before,  and 
thus  repeat  this  Work  of  diftiliation  four  times,  in  every  diftilia¬ 
tion  adding  an  Ounce  of  the  .laid  Salt  to  that  Water :  Then  will 
you  have  at  length  a  Mineral  Water  vegetated  and  acuated, 
with  the  augmentation  of  Virtue  and  Power  proceeding  from 
the  faid  mod  precious  Vegetable  Salt,  without  which  is  nothing 

done. 


Our  Annotations  upon  the  Receipts  are : 


i.  That  the  Menftruums  of  this  Kind  arefimple  V ” get  able  Men- 
ftruums  of  the  ftxth  Kind ,  diffolved  in  Acids.  Jake  away  the  Acidi¬ 
ty,  and  it  will  he  a  Menftruum  again  of  the  ftxth  Kind. 

J  x.  That  thefe  Menftruums  are  letter  made  of  Aqua  fortis,  it  be- 
in?  an  Acid  ftronger  than  the  reft  :  jet  that  they  may  be  alfo  made 
of  any  other  Acid  lefts  ftrong,  as  diftilld  Vinegar, Spirit  of 

^  ,  That  thefe  are  the  heft  of  all  the  fimple  A/wwtf/Menftruums, 

loth  in  the  facility  of  making,  and  excellency  of  Virtue. 

4.  That  it  is  much  at  one,  whether  the  Metal  be  firft  dijjolved  in 
common  Aqua  fortis, and  then  the  V tgetalle  Sal  Harmoniack  added , 

or  the  faid  Salt  fir  ft,  and  then  the  Metal 

L  1  ^ 
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That  thefe  Aqua  regifies  differ  front  the  common ,  in  that  they 
diffohe  all  Metals  promifcuoufly ,  Stiver  as  well  as  Gold ,  dW  reduce 
the  fame  not  into  a  Calx ,  Oy/,  /aid  of  common 

Aqua  regis. 

6.  Metals  diffolved  in  thefe  Menftruums  and fublimed ,  be¬ 
come  the  great  eft  Poyfons  belonging  to  this  Art . 
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*  The  Nineteenth  KI  ND. 

Mineral  Meriftr turns  compounded  of 
the  Philofophers  Spirit  of  Wine , 
and  Acid  Spirits  tinging  ,  Spirit  of 
Vitriol ,  hatter  of:  Antimony,  Sic. 

qa  Spirit  of  Vitriol  mixt  with  the  Spirit  0/ Wine 
r  0/ Lully. 

Efift'  accurtatoria ,  pag.  327. 

TH  E  Spirit  of  Vitriol  is  more  dry  and  thick,  than  the 
Spirit  of  the  Quinteffence  of  Aqua  ardens,  and  great 
affinity  there  is  between  the  Spirit  of  Vitriol ,  and 
the  Nature  of  Gold,  becaufe  they  are  both  derived  from  the 
fame  Principles  with  Mmerals  :  The  Spirit  therefore  of  Vitriol 
bein'*  joyned  with  the  Spirit  of  Aqua  ardens ,  infpiflates  it,  and 
makes  it  fuddenly  adhere  to  Gold,  fo  as  to  be  fixed  with  it  ; 
and  believe  me,  this  is  a  very  excellent  way  of  Abbreviation. 

r  v  .  '  •  4  \  \ 

Annotations. 

THis  Difference  you  may  obferve  between  the  Simple  and  Com¬ 
pounded  Mineral  Menftruums;  The  Simple  diffolve  only ,  but 
the  Compounded  do  both  diffolve  and  tinge  things  diffolved ;  for  they 
are  in  a  wonderful  manner  exalted  by  things  tinging,  and  made  mattj 
degrees  better ,  fo  as  to  have  enough  to  ferve  themfelves,  and  others 
alfo,  and  therejore  may  defervedly  be  called  graduated,  as  well  as 
oraduatory  Waters.  Hitherto  we  have  treated  of  the  Simple ;  In 
*  '  Liz  this 
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Nineteenth  Kind ,  we  are  to  confider  them  as  Compounded,  of  two 
Spirits,  Ojley  and  Acid  tinging,  as  in  the  prefcribed  Receipt  of  the 
Spirits  (if  Piiiioiophical  Wine  and  Vitriol  mix'd  together,  and  in¬ 
timately  joyned  by  two  or  three  difli/lations •  The  Preparation  ismofi 
eajie,  in  which  notwithftanding  it  will  not  be  impertinent  to  take  no¬ 
tice  of  this  one  thing  ;  that  both  Spirits  muft  be  without  Phlegm, 
and  ex  quiff  ely  reft  if ed  according  to  the  Advice  of  the  following 
Anonymus.  A  burning  Oleity  is  made  out  of  Wine,  therefore 
it  participates  with  Sulphur, and  herein  is  indeed  the  greateft  vir¬ 
tue  of  the  Metallick  Nature,  which  it  drew  and  conceived 
from  the  Earth ;  and  as  this  Oleity,  the  Spirits  that  is,  are 
much  more  agil  than  the  Spirits  of  other  things;  therefore 
their  Virtues  are  much  more  agil  than  the  Virtues  of  other 
things  :  but  yet  you  muft  know  that  thofe  Spirits  (as  faith  the 
Text  of  Alchymy,  acid  as  indeed  the  truth  is)  which  come  out 
of  Vegetables  and  Animals,  conduce  not  to  Alchymy  as  they 
are  in  a  Vegetable  Nature,  but  it  is  requifite  for  them  to  attain 
to  a  Metallick  Nature  by  many  depurations  and  diftillations, 
and  then  they  are  fervicealle  to  it :  Therefore  is  there  one  on¬ 
ly  ftone,  and  one  foundation  neceffary  to  the  Art,  namely, 
the  Metallick  virtue,  though  fometimes  Vegetable  and  Animal 
things  are  taken,  yet  they  do  not  remain  in  a  Vegetable  or  A- 
nimal  Nature,  but  are  tranfmuted  into  a  Metallick  and  Sul¬ 
phureous  Nature,  which  contains  a  Metallick  Virtue.  Where¬ 
upon  ,  faid  Ferrarienfis,  cap.  2,0.  fuarum  Quceftionum  :  It  is  im- 
pol'iible  to  coagulate  Argentvive,  without  Sulphur,  or  fome- 
thing  that  hath  a  fulphureous  Nature,  becaufe  Sulphur  is  the 
coagulum  of  Argent  vtve,  and  if  there  be  fulphureities  in  Wine, 
having  a  burning  faculty,  it  argues  there  is  a  Metallick  Nature 
in  it :  wherefore  fome  do  operate  in  Wine  and  Gold  or  Silver, 
to  extratt  out  of  the  Wine  its  moft  fubtil  Spirit,  ftrengthning 
the  virtue  of  Gold  with  it,  that  fo  the  Spirits  may  be  fixed 
with  it,  by  which  confequerrtly  the  Timfture  of  the  Gold  is  di¬ 
lated  and  multiplied,  and  of  a  certain  there  is  a  very  great  co¬ 
herence  or  participation  between  the  Spirits  of  Wine  and  the 
Spirits  of  Gold,  they  being  both  of  a  hot  Nature,  and  there¬ 
fore  the  Spirits  of  Wine  are  infeparably  fixed  with  Gold ;  yet  it 
is  to  be  noted,  that  the  Spirits  of  middle  Metals,  as  Vitriol, 
&c.  are  of  larger  fixation,  and  more  nearly  allied  to  Gold,  both 

fpringing 
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fpringins  as  it  were  out  of  one  Fountain,  namely,  out  of  the 
Mines  of  Metals,  than  the  Spirits  of  Wine,  which  proceed 
from  a  Vegetable  Nature;  though  the  Spirits  of  Wine  are  more 
ae-d  and  iubtil.  Some  therefore  do  compound  the  Spirits  of 
them  fo  as  to  joyn  the  Spirits  of  Vitriol  with  the  Spirits  of 
Wine  to  infpiffate  one  with  the  other,  and  to  make  them  more 
eafily  united  to  Gold :  But  he  that  intends  to  operate  with  theie 
things,  mail  take  the  ftrongeft  Spirits,  and  the  pureft  Matters 
fo  that  the  Spirits  muft  be  exaftly  purified  before  they  are  fixed 
with  Gold  or  Silver.  Anonym,  de  Principiis  Jdatur.  W  Arte  Al~ 
chym.  bag.  ^o.Syntagm.  Herman.  Rhenant, 

J Not  only  the  r edified  Spirit  of  Vitriol,  but  every  Acid  Spirit  u 
here  effectual,  provided  it  be  tinging,  and  mixed  with  the  Spirit  af 
Philofophical  Wine ,  thereby  to  be  made  a  Menltruum  of  the 
fame  Kind.  T  is  thus  made : 


25.  The  Butter  of  Antimony  mix’d  with  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Wine  of  Bafilius. 

Pag.  88.  Currus  Triumphalis  Antim. 

T  -\ke  of  Common  Mercury  mod  purely  fublimed,  of  Anti- 
‘  many ,  equal  parts,  grind,  mix  and  diftil  by  a  Retort, . 
which  retains  the  Spirits,  three  times ;  rectifie  this  Oyl  with ; 
the  Spirit  of  (  Philofophical )  Wine,  and  it  is  prepared,  and  of 
a  Blood-colour ;  in  the  beginning  it  was  white,  and  thickens  as 
Ice  or  melted  Butter.  This  Oyl  hath  done  many  wonderfu 
things ;  yet  the  Virtue,  Faculty,  and  Operation  of  it  hath  ai-  - 
Ways  appeared,  making  an  ill  thing  good. 

This  Compofition,  though  given  by  Bafilius,  as  a  Medicine,  not 
as  a  Menftruum,  yet  is  by  Paracelliis  in  Libro  de  Gradationieas,  , 

defcribed  as  fuch. 
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96.  The  Water  of  the  fourth  Gradation  of 

Paracelfus. 

Libro  de  Gradationibus ,  pag .  131. 

TAke  of  Antimony  one  pound,  of  Mercury  Sublimate ,  half 
pound,  diftil  both  together  with  a  violent  Fire  through 
an  Alembick,  and  a  rednefswilli  afcend  like  Blood, thick, which 
tingeth  and  graduates  any  Luna  into  Sol ,  and  brings  this  pale 
Colour  to  the  higheft  degree,  of  a  permanent  Colour. 

Though  Paracell  us  thought  it  not  always  neceffary  to  admonifh 
his  Difciples  of  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  as  an  addition  in 
his  CompofitionSy  yet  ncverthelefs  ought  I  to  declare  to  you  the 
neceffary  addition  of  this  Spirit  in  this  Menftruum,  that  you  may 
not  err ;  for  without  it ,  it  would  be  of  no  conference)  but  rather  a 
dammage  to  you  in  the  more  fecret  jChymy  : 

The  Adepts  made  fometimes  Menftruums  of  this  Kind ,  not 
with  the  Spirit  0/ Philofophical  Wine,  but  the  Matter  of  ity  name¬ 
ly  ,  fome  Vegetable  Oleofum,  Thus ; 

97.  The  Water  of  the  tixth  Gradation  of 

Paracelfus . 

Libro  de  GradationibuSy  pag.  132. 

/'T"\4ke  of  Sulphur  vive ,  two  pounds,  of  Linfeed  Qy/,  four 
JL  pounds,  boyl  them  to"  a  Compofition  (  commonly  called 
the  Liver  of  Sulphur)  which  mull  be  diftilled  into  an  Oyl  (  by 
a  peculiar  and  Philofophical  manual  Operation ,  appertaining  to  the 
making  of  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  :  )  To  this  mull  be 
added  again  the  fame  quantity  of  Sulphur  vivey  and  boy fd  as 
before  to  a  Compofition,  and  digefted  in  Horfe-dung  for  a 
Month,  or  if  longer,  better  :  Then  mull  be  added  of  Sal  Niter , 
Vitrioly  Alume  (  Ingredients  of  Aqua  fortis  )  Flos  APris,  Crocus 
of  MarSy  Cinabary  ( to  increafe  the  Tintture  of  the  Sulphur  )  of 
each  half  a  Verto  Q  ektem  Fallen  vierlingy  that  hSy  a  fourth  part 
of  half  a  pound ,  or  two  ounces  )  diftil  whatsoever  will  afcend, 
and  take  away  the  Liquors,  the  Oyls  only  being  kept  (  not 

Oyly 
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Oy/,  but  Oyls ,  becaufe  they  are  two.  White  and  Red  )  which  mull 
be  put  into  a  glafs  Cucurbit,  the  Species  being  adced,  as  before, 
and  the  Caput  rnortuum  pulverized;  diiui  them  again  together 
as  before  ;  then  pour  the  dillillation  back  to  the  faeces,  and  let 
it  be  putrified  again  for  a  Month,  and  diftilied  agam  :  Then 
the  Colours  being  evacuated  or  leparated  (  the  Red  from  the 
White  )  keep  the  Red,  and  redide  it  as  is  requifite,  in  which 
let  Plates  of  Luna  be  digefted  a  due  time,  and  then  reduced  by 

cupellation.  . 

Paracelfus  fornetimes  made  this  Oyl  or  Fire  of  sulphur  by  it 
felf  vaithout  other  tinging  things  for  the  graduating  of  pretious 
Stones  as  well  as  Metals .  It  is  come  to  that,  faith  he ,  pag.  200. 
LibJe  Sulph.  that  the  Spirit  of  Tranfmutation  hath  given  his 
Receipt  of  making  a  Liver  or  Lung  out  of  Linfeed  Oyl  and 
Sulphur:  The  diftillation  of  this  Lung  or  Liver  is  done  many 
ways ;  but  it  is  found  by  operating,  that  this  Liver  yields  a 
Milk  nothing  differing  from  common  Milk,  being  thick  and 
fat ;  it  yielded  alfo  a  red  Oyl  like  Blood  :  This  Milk  and  that 
Blood  confounded  not  their  Colour  and  EfTence  by  diftillation^ 
but  remained  diftinft  and  feparate  one  from  the  other,  the 
White  fetling  to  the  bottom,  and  the  Redafcending  to  the  top  : 
Now  Art  has  been  folicitous  in. making  S fiver  outoi  the  White 
or  Milk,  and  out  of  the  Red,  Gold;  but  to  me  it  is  plain  that 
never  any  thing  could  be  either  by  the  Ancient  or  Modern 
Philofophers  done  with  the  White  or  Milk  (^of  Sulphur  )  I  do 
therefore  affirm  that  Milk  to  be  dead,  and  nothing  contained 
in  it :  But  as  to  the  Red  Oyl  which  yields  the  Liver,  obferve, 
every  Criftal  or  Beni  being  firft  well  poliihed.  or  purified,  fee. 

(  See  the  fourth  Rook  concerning  the  Vfe  of  this  Oyl  in  the  Grada¬ 
tions  of  Pretious  Stones  )  exalts  Gems  even  to  the  higheft  dev 
gree,  yea  higher  than  they  can  be  exalted  by  Nature..*  Here 
alfo  note,  that  all  Silver  put  into  it  a  due  time,  at  length  grows 
black,  and  leaves  a  golden  Calx,  yet  not  fixed  before,  its  exaft 
time,  but  a  volatile  and  immature  thing;  but  if  it  hath  its 
time,  it  performs  all  things  feafible,  whereor  no  more  muft 
be  here  declared.  Thus  therefore  obferve  of  Sulphur ,  h  it  be 
taken  into  degrees,  the  more  fubtil,  clearer,,  higher,  and.  of 
quicker  operation  it  is,  the  higher  and  better  it  is  ;  c  1  his  way 

areMetals  and  Stones  made*  He  that,  is  about  to.  attempt  il, 

;  ,  a  muft; 
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muft  not  think,  but  know  himfelf  able;  for  it  is,  as  to  Opera¬ 
tion,  the  moft  dangerous  Labour  in  all  Alchymy,  and  there¬ 
fore  requires  notable  Experience;and  repeated  Pra£tice,nor  muft 
'  he  proceed  by  Hear-fay,but  by  much  Experience,  &c. 

Tet  not  being  fat isfyed  with  the  Jlrength  of  this  Oylin  this  twelfth 
gradation ,  he  was  willing  to  exalt  it  yet  higher  with  other  tinging 
things ,  as  Flores  Airis,  and  Crocus  of  Mars,  which  Paracelfus 
me  ant  not  Common  but  Philofophical  Medicines .  We  perceive,  faith 
he ,  Lib.  4.  Archid.  de  Effentiis,'  pag.  16.  Verdegreafe  is  accoun-  - 
ted  the  Quinteflence  of  Ferns,  whereas  it  is  not ;  but  the  Cro¬ 
cus  of  Venus  is  a  Quinteflence  fo  to  be  underftood.  Flos  Mr  is  is  a 
(common)  tranfmutation  with  a  thick  and  fabtil  fub dance  toge¬ 
ther,  extracted  out  of  the  whole  Complexion  of  Copper,  where¬ 
fore  it  can  be  no  Quinteflence  ;  but  the  Crocus  of  Venus,  as  we 
have  taught,  is  a  true  Quinteflence,  -  it  being  a  potable  thing, 
without  corrofton,  and  in  mixtion  divided  from  the  Body,  very 
fubtil,  yea  more  than  I  am  minded  here  to  write,  to  avoid  pro¬ 
lixity.  So  alfo  the  Crocus  of  Mars  and  the  ruft  of  it  has  hither¬ 
to  been  edeemed  a  Quinteflence,  it  not  being  fo ;  but  the  (true) 
Crocus  of  Mars  is  the  Oyl  of  Mars,  (which  is  fometimes  in  a  dry 
form  under  the  Name  of  an  Ejfence,  and  called  the  Philofophical 
Crocus  0/  Mars  in  the  fecond  Book  of  Medicines. 

From  the  Receipts  we  obferve. 

1.  That  common  Spirit  of  Vitriol,  Butter  of  Antimony,  Arfenick, 
Tin,  &c.  mix  d  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  are  Philo- 
fophical  Spirit  of  Vitriol,  Philofophical  Butter  of  Antimony,  &c. 

x.  That  the  Menftruums  of  this  Kind,  are  the  fame  with  the 
Menftruums  of  the  Fifteenth  Kind ;  but  with  this  difference,  name¬ 
ly ,  in  that,  Philofophical  Vinegar  not  tinging  is  prepared,  but  in 
this,  Philofophical  Vinegar  tinging’,  becaufe  thefe  are  made  of  the 
Acid  Spirits  of  things  tinging,  that  is  Metals  and  Minerals;  but 
thofe  of  the  Acid  Spirits  of  things  not  tinging,  that  is  Vegetable 
Salts,  and  fome  Minerals,  whofe  dry  part  was  neither  Metal,  nor 
any  coloured  Body. 

3.  That  thefe  Menftruums  are  not  only  diffolving  Waters ,  but  al¬ 
fo  gradatory,  becaufe  prepared  with  things  tinging. 

4.  That  thefe  Menftruums  are  the  E (fences  of  things  tinging,  or 
Magifteries  diffolved  in  an  Acid,  and  confequently  Medicines. 

:■  *  S’  That 
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S'  That  thefe  Menftruums,  may  he  alfo  made  of  crude  Oylt  • 
provided  a  Man  knows  the  way  of  preparing  the  Spirit  o/Thilofo- 
phical  Wine. 

— *  ■  _  \ 

6.  That  the  fame  two  Oyls  of  Sulphur  (  whereof  the  Red  is  an 

Effence,  after  the  way  of  Paracelius,  that  is,  the  lejt')  which  Pa- 
racelfus  elfewhere  prepares  with  the  mofl  ftrong  Aqua  fortis,  de¬ 
fer  iled  before  in  Numb.  91.  are  here  made  by  the  fame  Author ,  of  a 
crude  oyly  matter'  .  ..  ’  - 

,  -  '  V  .  f  .  *  C  *  f  '  / 

•  ...  -  ,  I  ■  1 

7.  That  Vegetables  and  Animals  as  fuch,  and  crude,  are  not 
Ingredients  in  Philofophical  Works,  but  as  they  are  made  incom- 
buftille,  and  reduced  into  a  Metallick  Nature.  The  faid  repa¬ 
ration,^/^  the  Author  ofVm  Veritatis,  pag.  253.  You  muft 
well  obferve,  for  from  hence  the  Ancient  Sophi  took  occa- 
fion  to  inquire  into  the'  Three  Natures  (  Three  Kingdoms  ) 
namely,  the  Vegetable, -Animal,  and  Mineral ;  and  they  fo  much 
learned  from  it,  that  the  feparation  of  Natures  is  nothing  elfe 
but  a  delect  of  coition  in  Nature :  Then  they  confidered  them 
fomewhat  further,  how  (for  inftance)  thofe  Eflences,  which 
were  molt  weakly  coded  by  Nature,  might  be  fuccoured  in  a 
Natural  way,  with  common  Fire,  that  the  Eflences  which  are 
now  combuftible,  may  by  their  Liquors  (which  the  Anci¬ 
ents  through  envy  called  Mercury,  and  are  black,  feparated 
from  the  Eflence)  be  made  perfed  by  Art,  fo  as  that  the  Ef¬ 
lences  may  remain  with  the  Liquor  fafe  and  lecure  from  burn¬ 
ing,  and  the  Liquor  not  be  able  to  feparate  it  felf  from  the  Ef¬ 
lence.  Lhis  the  Ancients  called  our  Sulphury  for  according 
to  this  preparation,  the  Eflence  is  no  more  Vegetable,  nor  Ani¬ 
mal,  but  now  by  codion  made  a  Mineral  Efence,  and  there¬ 
fore  called  Sulphur.  And  afterwards,  pag.  264.  he  thus  pro¬ 
ceeds,  One  Nature  is  more  coded  by  its  moifture  with  its 
Elementary  Fire,  than  another,  whereof  the  Vegetable  Nature 
is  in  codion  the  lead,  becaufe  the  Eflence  of  it  iseafily  burn¬ 
ed,  and  the  Liquor  alfo  is  moft  eafily  feparated  from  the  Ele¬ 
mentary  Fire,  by  the  help  of  common  Fire.  The  Animal  Na¬ 
ture  is  in  codion  not  much  unlike.the  former  (Vegetable  Na¬ 
ture)  the  Eflence  of  it  being  likewife  eafily  burned,  and  there- 

?  Mm  .fore 
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fore  the  Mineral  Nature  is  in  coition  the  higheft,  becaufe  the 
Metalick  Liquor  will  be  more  ,  and  better  united  by  coition 
with  the  Elementary  Fire,  than  the  other  two  aforefaid  Na¬ 
tures:  Wherefore  alfo,  Metals  do -refill  common  Fire,  better 
than  the  other  things  comprehended  under  a  Vegetable  and 
Animal  Nature,  as  you  may  fee  by  Metals  put  into  Fire,  which 
do  not  Flame  as  Wood;  for  the  Silence  of  it  is  not  fo  coiled 
with  Liquor,  as  the  Metalick  moifture  with  its  Eflence;  and 
the  conjunition  .,of  the  Liquor  with  the  EHence  is  not  Me¬ 
talick,  but  fimply  Vegetable,  which  is  confumed  in  a  black 
Fume.  But  when  the  Eflence  hath  attained  to  coilion  by  Na¬ 
ture,  then  it  remains  not  a  Vegetable,  but  is  now  made  a  Ma- 
talick,  and  is  now  confumed  in  a  white  Fume  ,  by  common  • 
Fire,  no  otherwife  than  as  you  fee  in  perfeit  Metals,  when 
they  are  melted  in  Fire,  difperfe  a  white  Fume  from  them. 
Now  confider,  faith  Chortalafleus,  er  the  Anther  of  Aica  ar- 
cani  Artificiofiffimi,  in  his  Cabula  Chymica,  pag.  3  69.  Vol. 
6.  Th.  Chym.  by  -way  of  advice ;  how  the  aforelaid  Speeches 
of  Vegetables  and  Animals  are  to  be  taken,  neither  of 
them  mull  be  rejected;  lor  they  differ  one  from  the  other 
no  otherwife,  than  that  the  Vapour  is  puier,  ana  or  greater 
quantity  in  one  than  the  other ;  but  you  may  make  the 
more  impure,  like  to  the  pure  Vapour,  for  they  may  by 
fubtil  management  be  fo  reduced,  that  thole  two,  that  is, 
the  Animal  and  Vegetable,  in  a  Watry  Body  may  be  taken 
together  with  the  Mineral  Spirit  or  V apour ,  and  tlien  the 
Mineral  Spirit  feparated  from  the  re, ft  with  great  difcretion, 
which  though  it  Ihews  it  lelf  in  a  fmall  quantity,  is  not- 
withftanding  of  the  greateft  Virtue,  and  clearer  than  the 
Light  at  Noon:  In  this  Hate  will  that  Spirit  if  you  pleafe 
bring  the  Animal  and  Vegetable  Spirit ,  fo  as  to  be  like  it 
felf.  This  is  the  Foundation  of  the  whole  Alt,  that  is  , 
for  the  Vegetable  or  Animal  Spirit  to  leave,  its  combullibi- 
lity,  and  become  Incorruptible,  and  Immortal:  This  is  the 
Key  to  open  all  Gates;  here  you  have  the  true  firft  matter 
of  Gems,  and  Metals :  Yet  if  I  conftder  this  thing  right¬ 
ly;  it  is  not  the  firft  Matter,  but  a  threefold  extraction 

oat  of  the  firft  matter  of  Gems  >  and  therefore  you  ought 

to 
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to  praife  God  Eternally,  and  give  him  thanks  in  making 
you  worthy  of  this  matter*  and  vouchsafing  you  fo  much 
underftanding,  whereby  to  obtain  to  your  ufe  that  which 
is  the  deepeit  in  the  Earth.  I  proceed  in ‘this  firft  matter ; 
which  if  you  make  Liquid,  and  open  by  the  incorabuftible 
Vegetable  Spirit  \not  common)  you  will  be  able  to  diflolve 
Gold,  Silver,  all  Minerals,  and  Gems  in  it,  and  make  it 
melt  like  Ice  in  warm  Water,  deftroy,  mortifie,  and  re¬ 
new  it  again ;  by  this  means  I  fay,  vifibly  obtain,  j  fee, 
touch,  and  perceive  an  Aftral  Spirit  (as  a  Lanthorn,  wherein 
the  Eternal  Fire,  and  Virtue  of  the  higheft  Star  of  Eternal 
Wiftiom  dwelleth)  you  will  I  fay,  with  your  Eyes  behold 
an  inconfumptible  Fire,  Alining  Night  and  Day ;  Sun,  Moon, 
Stars,  Carbuncles,  and  a  Splendor  exceeding  all  manner  of 
Fire,-  and  obferve  the  perfection  of  the  whole  Firmament 
in  it.  O  man,  my  Creature/  how  great  a  Divine  Gift,  as 
that  which  is  above  all  the  Heavens,  moft  excellently  clear, 
and  is  moft  deep  in  the  Earth,  may  you  in  a  few  Hours 
time  obtain,  whereas  Aie  hath  been  a  vaft  time  employ- 
*  ed  in  it,  and  in  fubtilty  is  far  inferior  to  you,  &c.  The 
fame  Author  oj  this  firft  matter  in  his  Rufticus.  pag.  308.  of 
the  faid  Volume ,  thus  :  This  Doftrine  certainly  is  very  wor¬ 
thy  of  Obfervation ;  for  many  Notable  Men,  do  herein  err, 
thinking  they  have  the  firft  matter,  when  they  have  ob* 
tained  the  Philofophers  Mercury,  or  Salt  of  Metals :  For 
the  firft  matter  is  made  when  the  Man  and  Woman  are 
joyned  together,  witnefs  Count  Bernhard ,  faying :  Then  is 
the  Conjunction  called  the  firft  Matter,  and  not  before ; 
that  is,  of  the  Stone,  and  all  Metals,-  concerning  which 
fee  Turba :  For  before  this  is  done,  we  do  according  to  the 
Tcundation  of  Nature,  and  with  good  reafons  defervedly 
1  ejeCt  Animals  and  Vegetables ,  as  things  extraneous,  and  con¬ 
trary  and  ineffectual  to  our  Work,  and  our  Stone  we  place 
rightly  among  Minerals . 

8.  That  loth  Spirits  ought  to  be  warily  mixed,  lecaufe  of  the 
danger  of  overmuch  ejfervefcence . 

M  m  %  9. 


9'  "That  theft  MenftetlUffis  are  by  digeflion  made  fioeet^  and  cal* 
ltd  the  [met  Spirit  of  Vitriol^  fweet  Butter  of  Antimony . 

'  fij  fiv)  ,  .  i  -  p't  I  ✓  1  1  tj  )  '  i  :*';}•/  *  ♦  '*  ,  '  "  \ 

10.  That  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  «  fometimes  not 
cxprejfcd  in  the  Receipts  of  Menftruums;  hut  it  appears  ly 
collateral  places ,  and  neceffity  requires  it  to  he  mderfiood. 
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The  Twentieth  KIND. 


Mineral  Menflruums ,  Compounded  of 
the  Spirit  of  fhilofophical  Wine ,  and 
other  tinging  things*  Vitriol, Cina- 
bar.  Antimony,  Lapis  Hamatites,  dec. 

p8.  Oyl  0/  Vitriol  of  Bafilius. 

Cap.  6.  Seft.,  2.  Libri  c/e  Conclufionibus: 

•  i  >  '  •  -  •’  '  >.—•  '  p  1  >  •  ■  v  •  • .  •  •  .  ; 

TAke  Hungarian  Vitriol,  diflolve  it  in  diftilled  Water, 
coagulate,  criftallize,  repeat  five  times,  and  fo  purge 
it  from  the  Salts,  Alume,  and  Niter:  This  Vitriol 
thus  purged,  diftil  with  the  Spirit  of  (  Fhilofophical ) 
Wine  to  a  red  Oyl,  which  ferment  with  Spiritual  Gold ;  add 
to  it,  its  part  of  the  Mercury  of  Stibium,  and  you  have  a  Tin- 
fture  for  Man,  and  reducing  Luna  into  Sol.  Fifitando  Inferi¬ 
or  a  Terra,  Reflijfcandoq;  Invenies  Occultum  Lapidem,  Feram 
Medicinam . 


Annotations 


'HE  Antecedent  Hind  contained  Mineral  Menftruums, 

_  compounded  of  Acid  Spirits  containing  a  Metalick  Tinttare 

in  them ;  in  this  prejent  we  ufe  the  Bodies  oj  thefe  Spirits ,  to  make 
the  Menftruums,  a  degree  letter*  For  a  Twtturer  for  Example 


ex 


X  my 

extracted  oat  of  the  dry  part  orlody  of  Vitriol  dtft Hied,  with  the 
Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  is  an  E fence,  which  bang  in  thejame 
diftillaiion  diffolved  in  its  own  Acid  Part,  produced  a  Menftru- 
um  of  this  Kind;  whereas  in  the  Precedent  Ktnd,that  Jmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  Copper,  diffolved  or  contained  in  common  Spirit  of  Vitriol, 
and  elevated  with  a  violent  Fire ,  is  by  the  Spirit  of  Philofophi- 
cal  Wine  reduced  not  into  the  E fence,  but  Magifiery,  little  effectu¬ 
al  as  well  through  the  fmalnefs  of  its  quantity  as  Tinthre :  this 
prefent  Oyl  of  Patriot  is  not  the  leaf  efteemed  among  the  Secrets  of 
Bafilius  and  therefore  we  will  a  little  more  exactly  confider  his  moft 
clear  defcription,  that  by  his  more  abundant  Light,  we  may  Ilk- 
fir  ate  dirker  places.  Firft,  Bafilius  bids  us  punfie  Roman  Vitriol 
by  divers  folutions,  and  coagulations ;  which purification  is  neceffary 
tofeparate  the  Vitriol  from  firange  Duft,  Drofs  and  other  imper¬ 
tinent  Offals:  yet  this  we  think  Superfluous,  when  the  Vitriol  is  pure¬ 
ly  criftaUized?  for  the  Tereftreity  fetling  in  the  dilution  of  Vi¬ 
triol,  is  not  Faeces,  but  Copper,  lefs  digolvednhan  the  reft,  and  left 
hy  the  Acid  beinv  too  much  diluted  with  common  H  ater ;  1  he  hi- 
triol  being  purified,  he  enjoyns  to  be  dift tiled  with  the  Spirit  of  Wine 

into  a  red  Oyl.  .  ,  .  , 

He  reduced  not  only  Natural  Vitriol,  but  alfo  Artificial  Vitriols 

made  of  Metals  into  fuch  Oyls.  The  Sugar  or  Vitriol  of  Saturn  he 
diflills  together  with  the  Spirit  of  Wine  into  a  red  Oyl,  curing  Me¬ 
lancholy,  the  French  Difeafe,  &c.  Coagulating  and  fixing  Mercu¬ 
ry,  but,  if  fixed  with  the  Mercury  of  Mars,  tinging  thirty  parts  of 
Mercury  into  Gold.  Libro  de  Conclu.  Traci,  z-  Seel.  i.  Cap.  i,de  Sul- 
phure  Saturni.  The  fame  way,. faith  he,  is  a  red  fweet.  Oyl  tin- 
ping  Saturn  into  Gold,to  be  diftilled  out  of  Sugar  or  Vitriol  of 
Jupiter,  in  the  following  Chapter,  which  he  repeats  in  Sell.  z.  Cap. 
%.  de  Vitnolis  Saturni  &  Jovis.  Argent  vive  he  difiolves  in  Aqua 
fortis  and  being  reduced  into  Criltal  or  Vitriol ,  diftils  with  the 
Spirit  of  Wine  reel  iff  d  before  with  the  Salt  of  Tartar  (the  Men- 
llruum  deferibed  in  Numb.  18.  )  into  a  fweet  Oyl,  curing  the 
French  Pox,  Old  V leers,  Palfie,  &c.  to  be  joy ned  to  Martial  Tin- 
Plures  in  the  Tranfmutation  of  Metals.  Sell.  z.  Cap.  q.  de  Vitrtolo 
Mercurii :  The  more  fixed  Metals, Gold  and  Silver  he  diflills  tnRal- 
m  go  Regis  (  in  Numb.  89J  through  an  Alembick,  which,  the  Men- 
ftruum  being  drawn  oft',  he  reduceth  into  Volatile  Vitriols,  to  be 
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di flitted  with  the  Spirit  of  Wine  into  Oyls.  Sett.  %.  Cap.  i.  De  Vr 
triolo  Solis  et  tuna.  The  more  dry  Metals ,  Iron  and  Copper ,  he 
prefcribes  to  le  diflitted  into  the  fame  Ojls,  lut  omits  the  way  of  di- 
flilling.  Sett.  i.  Cap.  }.De  Sulphuribus  Martis  &  Veneris,  Sett. z. 
Cap.  3.  De  Vitriolo  Martis.  Cap.  4.  De  Vitriolo  Veneris;  hut  the 
following  Kind  e/  Menftruum  will  prove  that  they  are  to  he  diftilled 
with  Philofophical  Vinegar :  By  thefe  places  compared  together,  we 
are  better  aflured  of  divers  things  Firft  that  the  Oyl  of  V 'trial  is 
not  any  common  Acid  of  Vitriol,  though  drawn  out  of  Vitriol  mofl 
exquifitely  purify  d,  for  the  fame  Ojls  may  le  made  with  the  Vitri¬ 
ols  of  all  Metals  by  the  fame  Spirit  of  Wine.  Secondly,  that  common 
Spirit  of  Wine  is  altogether  ufelefs  to  this  Work ;  but  that  the  Phi¬ 
lofophical,  or  Menftruum  rather  defer ibed  in  Numb.  18.  is  meant 
by  Ba filius  by  the  Spirit  of  Wine.  Moreover ,  that  the  Vitriols  of 

Saturn  and  Jupiter  do  yield fweet  Oyls,  becaufe  made  of  feme  weak 
Acid,  namely,  common  Vinegar,  which  is  eaflly  altered  or  tranfmu- 
ted  by  this  Philofophical  Menftruum.  But  that  the  Oyls  of  the  ci¬ 
ther  Metals,  king  made  with  ftronger  Acids,  either  Philofophical 
Vinegar,  or  Mineral  Menftruums  do  remain  Acid,  efpeciaily  the 
prefent  Oyl  of  Vitriol,  in  the  diflillation  of  which,  the  Spirit  of 
Philofophical  Wine,  or  Vegetable  Menftruum  is  diffolved  by  the 
Natural  Acid  or  common  Oyl  of  Vitriol ,  and  withfuch  a  prevalent 
Acidity ,  afeends  in  the  form  of  a  red  Oyl.  Laflly,  that  this  Oyl  of 
Vitriol  is  commended  to  us  by  Bahlius  as  a  Menftruum  to  be  fer¬ 
mented  with  Gold ;  which  we  would  have  you  take  fpecial  notice  of, 
for  BafiliUS  hath  here  and  there  in  his  Books  difeovered  many  nota¬ 
ble  things  concerning  the  Meuftruum  of  Vitriol ,  but  mofl  rarely  ad- 
vifed  the  diflillation  of  it  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine ; 
yet  without  which  all  Procejfes  and  Labours, all  Endeavours  and  ex¬ 
periments  are  vain ,  and  of  no  importance  in  the  more  Secret  Chy- 
"  my. 

For  the  making  this  Oyl  of  Vitriol  the  Adepts  fometimes  diffolved 
it  in  the  Spirit  0/Philoiophical  Wine;  which  afterwards  being  cri- 
flallized,  they  called  Vitriol  cor  retted  or  graduated.  Of  this  cor¬ 
rection  or  graduation  of  Vitriol  Paracelfus,  thus  :  A  he  Delcription 
of  Vitriol,  faith  he,  is  to  be  direded  to  Medicine  and  Alchymy : 
In  Medicine  it  is  an  excellent  Remedy :  In  Alchymy  it  is  good  tor 

many  other  things ;  but  the  Art  of  Medicine  and  Alchymy,  con- 

fift# 
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fifts  in  the  preparation  of  Vitriol'  For  the  Crude  is  not  fuch,  but 
like  Wood,  out  of  which  anything  may  be  carved.  Lib.  de  Vi- 
triolo, pag.  200.  At  firft,  he  proceeds ,  the  Spirit  of  Vitriol  being 
obtained,  the  cuftom  was  to  graduate  it  to  the  higheil,  where¬ 
with  being  exalted,  they  cured  the  Epilepfie,  whether  new  or 
old,  in  Men  and  Women,  of  what  condition  foever,  &c.  But  let 
us  return  to  the  beginning,  how  the  Spirit  of  Vitriol  was  found  • 
Firft  they  diftilled  the  moift  Spirit  of  Vitriol  by  it  felf  from  the* 
Colcothar,  then  they  extended  its  degree  by  diftilling  and  cir¬ 
culating  it  alone  to  the  higheft,  as  the  procefs  teacherh:  Thus 
the  Water  began  to-be  ufed  for  feveral  Difeaies,  as  well  Inter¬ 
nal  as  External,  as  alfo  for  the  FalLng  Sicknefs ;  fo  a  wonder, 
ful  Cure  was  performed:  But  thole  that  came  after  were  much 
more  diligent  in  the  extra&ion;  for  they  took  the  Spirit  of  Vi-  - 
triol,  correfted  as  before,  and  diftill’d  it  with  the  Colcothar 
eight  or  ten  times  with  a  moft  ftrong  Fire  ,•  fo  the  dry  Spirits 
were  mixed  with  the  moift:  They  urged  the  work  fo  long,  con¬ 
tinually  and  without  intermiffion  extra&ing,  till  the  dry  Spirits 
were  over ,  then  they  graduated  both  Spirits,  the  moift  as  well 
as'the  dry,  in  a  Phial  together  their  own  time:  This  Medicine 
they  found  to  be  of  much  greater  operation  againft  Difeafes,that 
they  confounded  all  the  Humorifts  in  general:  Yet  is  there 
fome  correftion  by  Artifts  added  by  Spirit  of  Wine,  for  better 
penetration  fake,  but  of  no  higher  degree :  But  I  will  commu¬ 
nicate  to  you  my  procefs,  which  I  commend  to  all  Phyfitians 
efpecialiy  for  the  Epilepfie,  which  hath  the  only  cure  in  Vitri¬ 
ol;  wherefore  even  the  Charity  of  our  Neighbour,  requires 
us  to  appoint  the  more  diligent  care  in  that  Difeafe :  Now  my 
Procefs  is  for  the  Spirit  oi  ( Philcfophical'jWine  to  be  imbibed  by 
the  Vitriol,  and  then  diftilled,  as  I  faid,  from  the  dry  and  moift 
Spirits,  @Y.  But  you  muft  further  know,  that  the  aforefaid  Re¬ 
ceipts  of  making  the  moift  Spirit  of  Vitriol  cannot  be  more  clear¬ 
ly  delcnbed;  for  an  Arrift  is  required  to  underftand  it;  thofe 
fordid  Bo)  lers  do  not  in  the  leaft  underftand  a  thing  of  fo  great 
moment.  You  muft  expert  (ufficient  information  of  all  things 
fromArtifs  (of  the  more  fecret  Chymy)  Alckyrr.ifis  and  Operators . 
f  aLo  to  be  more  inftrufted  by  the  feme  in  the  way  of  corre&inn 
the  Spirit  of  Wine.  5 

Baiihus  in  his  Elucidat.  x.Clavium.  Where  he  made  the  following 
mmXtmsxifpoke  of  j act  a  graduated  Vitriol ,  not  common.  90, 


(  ) 
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pp.  A  Men  fir  uum  of  Bafilius  made  of  Hunga¬ 
rian  Vitriol. 


;  .  '  hi  ’Elucicf.  1 2.  Claviimi.-  - . 

'»  e  * -• }  i/^ui  jiuj  v»  x  h  v  •  Uv\yJl  3nj  TC 
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T  F  you  have  obtained  fuch  a  highly  graduated  and  well 
f  prepared  Mineral  *  called  Vitriol,  moft  humbly  befeech 
“■  God  to  give  Underftanding.and  Wifdom  for  the  fuqcefs 
of  your  Intention  ,  and  when  you  have  calcined  it ,  put  it 
into  a  Retort  well  luted  :  Diftil  it  at  firft  with  a  flow  f|r&, 
then  incrcale  it ,  and  the  White  Spirit  of  Vitriol  will  appear 
in  the  form  of a  horrid  Fume  or  Wind,  and  pafseth  into  the 
Receiver  fo  long  as  any  of  the  fame  Matter  is.  in  it :  And  take 
Notice  ,  that  in  this  Wind  are  hidden  gll  the  Three  Princi¬ 
ples ,  proceeding  frqm  one  and  the  fame  Habitation  5  it  is 

not  necefsary  therefore  to  be  always  diving  in  pretious 
l  hings ,  becaufe  by  this  Means  a  nearer  way  tQ  the  Myfte- 
lies  of  Nature  lies  open  ,  and  is  obvious  to  all  Men  apt  to 
learn  Art  and  Wifdom.  Nbw  if  youfean  well  atjd  puTely 
feparate  and  free  this  ExpeifedSp'irii  t>J  the  if  ay  of  Difiill^- 
ticn,  from  its  terrene  Moirture',  then  will  you  find  in 
the  bottom  of  the  Glafs  Treafure  ,  and' the  Fundamentals 
of  all  the  Philofiphers  ,  hitherto  known  to  few '/'which  is  a 
Red  Oyl  ponderous  as  Lead  or  any  GoldWhatfbeVeayaS 
thick  as  Blood ,  of  a  burning  and  fiery  quality ,  which  is 
the  true  Hnid  Gold  of  the  Philofiphers ,  which  Nature  com¬ 
pared  of  the  Three  Principles , '  in  W'hich  are  found  Spirit . 
Soul,  and  Body  ,  and  it  is  Philofotihiral  GolA  tW 


,  In 


^  A: 


loiirt1 


.  'io 


U1 


‘id.,  j 


b>  !r». 


■  •*  '  r  •,  v  _.v/  Aval  ^  ;  ! 

-  -  ibw  fntjl?  is  ■'  but  xim  Rp,  \  Iihe. 
Wwfdxuf  amdrom  oih  Ik  UP  c‘nrjg  )r‘j  nf  larntM  '  h 
.  e-idoinny  c  ;[:i  frd.'T;.-;  I  au  . 


\ 


(  2?4  ) 


ioo.  The  Mineral  Menftruum  of  1  fattens. 
Pag.  5  p.  ■  Manus  Philoft. 

•  •’'V  \ 

'Ake  of  the  Roman  Vitriol  calcined  to  Rednefi  ,  and 
Qnaber  an  equal  quantity,  mix  and  pulverize,  then 
pour  Aqua  ViU  to  them  ,  diftill  and  cohobate  up^ 
on  the  Caput  Mortuum  three  or  four  times. 

The  fame  Menft  ruum  hath  Lully  in  Magut  Naturah  ,  but 
inf  cad  of  the  Caput  mortuum  ,  he  tapes  new  Species  in  every 

Rectification,  ' 


I0 1,  The  Stinking  Menftruum  ot  Lully  made 
of  Vitriol  and  Cinabar. 
f  ag.  371.  Manioc  Naturahs. 


-i 
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Fter  the  Fourth  Diftillation  of  the  Water  aforefaid 
(Aqua  Vit£  or  Ardens  made  of  Philofophical  Wine  ) 
_ Diftill  feven  times  with  an  equal  weight  of  good  Ci¬ 
nabar  and  Vitriol ,  putting  in  new  things  every  time  con- 
ftantly,  and  drying  the  Matter  of  the  Stone  (Vttrtol  and  Lt- 
nabarfivell  in  every  Diftillation ,  before  you  pour  in  the 
Aqua  (Vit£ )  &e» 

r  -f  xr  *  r*  * :  r*  TfYV  V  ? V:' '  *  •  rl  Vi-  ^ 

C  'flO*  1  fj  c  V  .  r  jIj  M  ‘  ;  '  -1  **  ^  ^  w.  #  *  . 

302.  The  fame  Stinking  Menftruum  of  Lully. 
Epift.  Accurtatoria  Fag.  §27. 

He  Vegetable  Stone  being  Diftilled  (the  Vegetable 
Menftruum  or  rather  Aqua  ardens  ,  or  the  Spirit  oj 
—  Philofophical  Wine  )  till  the  Water  is  free  from 

hlegtne,  and  that  commonly  is  in  tne  fifth  time  ,  take 

1  equal  Weight  of  Vitriol  very  clear  and  of  thebeft 
nabar  ,  mix  and  grind  them  well  together  ,  dry 
.e  Matter  in  the  Sun  ,  till  all  the  moifture  is  exhaled  > 
ten  caft  in  your  Water,  and  Diftil  firft  with  a  gentle  Fire 


(  *$S-) 

and  ftrong  in  the  end  ,  as  the  cuftom  is  in  preparing  the  Phi- 
lofophers  Acute  Water  5  and  then  the  Spirits  or  Quintei- 
fence  of  Vitriol  and  Cinabar  ,  which  do  principally  maKe  the 
Mineral  Stone  {Mineral  Menftruttm)  do  mix  and  joyn  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  Spirit  of  the  Quintelsence  of  Aqua  Ardens , 
which  Spirit  is  the  Vegetable  Stone  }  and  this  continue  ten 
Times  o  beginning  after  the  fifth  {five  times  after  the  fifth 
Rectification  of  the  Spirit  ofPhilofophical  Wine  )  and  (o  con¬ 
tinue  the  Diftillations  five  times  with  thole  Bodies  {Vitriol  and 
Cinabar  .*)  And  you  muft  remember  to  make  the  things  tho¬ 
rough  dry,  before  you  put  them  into  the  Water ,  fo  that  all 
the  Water  {all  the  Phlegm e)  niuft  be  dried  up  ( evaporated ) 
and  the  Spirits  remain  ,  which  muft  be  joyned  together,  bc- 
caufe  of  the  ftrength  of  the  Aqua  Ardens  5  and  every  Diftil- 
lation  you  muft  put  in  new  things.  .  \ 

To  Vitriol  and  Cinabar  he  fometimes  added  Niter  5  thus  he 

made  this ,  call  d 
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1  o  3. The  Stinking  Mevftruum  of  Lully  made  of  com¬ 
mon  Vitriol ,  Cinabar ,  and  Niter. 

In  Clavicula.  Pag.  29?.  Vol.  3.  Th.Chym. 

ir^r^Ake'  of'  Rowan  Vitriol  calcined  to  Rednefs  three 

1  Pounds ,  of  Salt  Peter  one  Pound,  of  Cinabar  three 
Ounces  ,  grind  all  together  upon  a  Marble,  then  put 
the  Matter  in  a.  thtek  and  ltrong  Body  (  Cucurbit )  and  pour 
A-na  Vuihvai- times  Reftify'd  upon  it,  and  put  it  in  Horfe 
Dung  fifteen  days ,  the  Ve'fsel  being  well  Sealed  :  Then  Di- 
ftil  with  a  foft  Fife ,  till  you  have  all  the  Water  in  the  Re¬ 
ceiver  then  iticreafe  the  Fire  till  the  Head  ( Alembick )  be 
red,  then  ifrengthen  the  Fire  till  the  Head  (  AkmbicK)  be 
white,  then  let  the W  dsel  cool  ,  take  away  the  Receiver  , 
Seal  it  very  well  wb If  Wax,  and  keep  it  for  occafion  :  Take- 
Notice  that  the  Mqnftrmm  ought  to  be  feven  tittles  rcctity'd 
by  Diftillatiofl ,  ‘every  time  cafting  away  the  Feces ,  before 

it  be  made  ule  of.  ,  .  r  ' 

Bejidcs  the  Ingredient  f  ofAquatortiS  and  Unavar ,  i.ejom- 

times  adds  alfoTar’ur  cahwedthus,  _ 

Oo  2  104*  ihe 
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i  oi.  The  Stinking  Menflruum  of  Lully  made  H 
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.  'Vitriol,  Niter  Alutne ,  Tartar,  and  Cinaoar. 

In  Experiment!)'  26'. 


i  U 


1  Ake AquaViU  fo  hot  as  to  burn  a  Linrien  Cloth, 

'  then  take  Vitriol  free  from  all  Phlegme,  fo  as  to  Boyl 
upon  Fire  without  Liquefaftion  (Vitriol  c aid rid  the 
common 'to ay)  the  beft  Sal  Niter,  Roch  Alume  dephlegmed 
and  dried  ,  one  Pound  of  all  the  aforefaid ,  of  White  Tartar 
calcined  ,  and  Cinabar  of  each  half  a  Pound,  grind  and  lift 
every  one  fcverally  through  a  Sieve  ;  then  mix,  and  put  the 
Matter  into  a  Retort ,  pouring  the  aforefaid  Aqua  Vita  up¬ 
on  in,  put  a  Receiver  to  it,  the  Joynts  being  very  clofe,  and 
the  Luting  firft  thoroughly  dried :  The  Receiver  muft  be 
large  ,  as  thofe  ,  wherein  AquaFortifes  are  commonly  diftil- 
led  :  Now  the  Luting  being  dried  ,  make  a  gentle  Fire  at 
‘  firft  till  the  Retort  grows  wrarm  ,  then  continue  the  Di- 
ftillation  in  this  degree  ,  that  you  may  pronounce  ten  wTords 
between  each  drop  of  the  Diftilling  W ater,  and  when  it  will 
Diftill  no  more  with  that  Degree  of  Fire  ,  increafe  the  Fire 
-  fo  as  to  return  the  Diftillation  again  to  the  fame  ten  Words 
*:  as  at. firft  5  and  this  degree  continue ,  till  the  Diftillation in- 
creafeth  again ,  and  laftly  ,  increafe  the  Fire  with  Wood,  co¬ 
vering  the  Retort  round  about  with  Tiles  above,  that  it 
*'  may  have  a  Fire  of  Reverberation  ^  but  this  obferve  ,  the 
Retort  muft  firft  be  ftrengthened  on  all  fides  withftrong  Lu¬ 
ting  ,  before  this  Diftillation  is  begun  ,  and  when  the  Di¬ 
ftillation  is  begun  ,  and  when  the  Diftillation  is  ,  it  ought 
to  be  placed  in  a  convenient  Fornace  ,  with  an  open  Neck  5 
but  it  would  be  beft  and  moft  commodious  in  this  Work  if 
the  Receiver  of  this  Diftilling  Water  could  be  hand  foully  fet 
in  a  Bafon  full  of  cold  Water  ,  but  if  that  cannot  be  ,  you 
muft  at  leaft  lay  Linnen  Cloths  dip’d  in  Water  upon  the 
Receiver  again  and  again  oftentimes  ^  thus  the  Receiver 
may  not  be  broken  by  the  violence  of  the  Spirits ,  all  which 
particulars  mark  well.  ..The  Diftillation  being  ended  ,  let 
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the  Vefsels  cool,  and  keep  the  Receiver  with  the  Water 
very  clofe  flopped.  Then  take  the  fame  Mineral  dried,  and 
prepared  as  before  ,  in  the  fame  order  and  tneafure  ,  which 
grind  together  ,  and  put  into  a  Retort ,  as  before,  and  pour 
the  Water  a  little  before  Diftilled  upon  it  ,  fit  a  Receiver 
to  it ,  the  Joynts  being  very  well  Luted  ,  as  before,  and  ha¬ 
ving  dried  the  Luting  ,  put  Fire  under  ,  the  Diftillation  be¬ 
ing  complected,  take  again  New  Materials  of  the  fameWeight, 
and  put  them  again  into  a  Retort  with  their  own  Water,  and 
Diftil ,  as  before ,  with  the  fame  Degrees  of  Fire  j  which  , 
being  done  ,  and  the  Veffel  cold  ,  take  away  the  Receiver  , 
and  keep  it  carefully  with  its  Diftilled  Water  firmly  flopped  : 
For  you  will  have  a  Phyfical  Mineral  Water  ,  or  Stinking 
Menfruum  with  its  Form :  This  Water  hath  the  power  of 
Calcining,  and  at  the  fame  time  difl'olving  all  Metals  with  the 
prtfervation  of  their  Vegetative  Form  :  Many  Experiments 
we  have  herewith  both  feen  and  done. 

Ifaacus  Hollandus  to  augment  the  flrength  of  thefe  Menftru- 
ums  ,  did  rather  add  fome  tinging  Minerals  to  the  Vitriol ,  than 
the  Acidity  of  Niter  and  Alume.  Thus  he  prepared  Menftru- 
lim  called , 


105.  The  Diffolving  Water  for  the  Red,  of  the 
firft  Defcription  of  Ifaac u*. 


Oper.  Min 


TAke  of  Toman  Vitriol  fix  parts  ,  of  Lapis  Hi  mat  it  ey  y 
Crocus  Martis  ,  Cinabar ,  JEs  ujhttn  ,  Mineral  An- 
-*5-  tirnony ,  of  each  one  part ,  being  well  dried  ,  mix  , 
and  putting  them  into  a  Retort ,  pour  font  Pounds  of  Recti¬ 
fy  d  Aqua  Pit*  to  them ,  Diftill  Cfid  '  Coiidbate  three  times 
upon  the  Caput  Mortuuh  pulverized.  --- 

The  following  Menftruum  being  like  this  ,  proves  it  to  he  of 


a  fanguine  colour. 


I 
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\o6.  The  DilTolving  Water  for  the  Red  of  the 
fecond  Defcription  of  Ifaacus.  • 

45.  3.  Oper.  Miner. 

T  Ake  of  Mineral  Antimony  ,  uftnm. ,  Crocus  Marti s  , 

Cinabar ,  of  each  two  parts,  of  Vitriol  the  weight  of 
all being  ail  dried  and  mix’d  together  ,  pour  to  them  of 
jPJte  moft  purely  rectified.,  the  height  of  two  hands' 5 
the  Vefiel  being  clofe  luted  ,  digeft  in  Balneo  the  fpace  of 
temdays ,  ftirring  the  Matter  three  or  four  times  every  day  , 
that  it  may  be  the  better  incorporated  with  the  Aqua  Vit£  5 
theft,  ten  days  being  ended ,  and  an  Alembick  put  on  ,  Di- 
ftill  with  a  gentle  Fire  ,  but  at  laft  with  a  moft  ftrong  Fire 
twelve  hours  together  ,  that  all  the  tinged  Spirits  may  a- 
feend  with  the  Aqua  Vit£  :  This  proccfi  repeat ,  always  Di- 
ftilling  the  Water  with  new  Matters ,  till  it  becomes  Red  as 
Blood. 

To  thefe  two  we  will  add  alfo  a  third  Menftruum  of  this  fort . 

♦*  ■»  .  .  r  -  *v4 

107.  A  Diflfolving  Water  tor  thePvedofthe 
third  Defcription  of  Ifaacu*. 

Cap.  6  1,3.  Oper.  Min . 


IT*  "1  Ake  of  Roman  V/triol ,  Cinabar ,  of  each  one  part ,  of 
Crocus  Martis ,  Lapis  H£matites  ,  JHs  uftnm  ,  V :rde - 
greece,  of  each  half  a  part  5  calcine  the  Vitriol  firft.  It 
you  have  a  mind  ,  you  may  extraft  the  Tinfture  out  of  Mi¬ 
neral  Antimony  with  (Pkilofophical  Vinegar')  and  being  fcpa- 
rated  from  the  Vinegar ,  add  it  to  the  former  Species ,  as  alfo 
as  much  Aqua  Vit£  twelve  times  re&ify’d  as  fufficeth  5  the 
Veftelbeing  well  luted,  digeft  in  Balneo  feven  or  eight  times , 
then  having  put  on  an  Alembick  ,  and  luted  the  Joynts  well, 
Diftill  with  a  gentle  Fire  two  days ,  then  a  ftronger  two  days 
more ,  then  the  fpace  of  three  days ,  that  the  Glafi  may  be 

hot  5 
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hot the  Glafies  being  cold,  take  out  the  Caput  Mortuu/sr , 
which  being  well  pulverized  ,  digeft  with  the  Diftilled  Wa¬ 
ter  for  the  fpace  of  eight  days ,  then  Di  (fill  the  fir  ft  day  gent¬ 
ly  ,  the  fecond  more  ftrongly  ,  the  third  moft  ftrongly  for 
the  fpace  of  twenty  four  hours, that  the  Glafs  may  be  red  hot  $ 
then  let  it  cool ,  the  Diftilled  Water  digeft  with  new  Matters, 
and  Diftill ,  as  before,  and  that  to  be  three  times  repeated. 

And  as  thefe  Menftruums  were  for  Red  Tmltures  ,  fo  alfo  ke 
made  fomefor  White  Tin&ures  ,  thus , 

1 08.  A  Diflblving  Water  of  lfaacws  for  the  White. 

Cap.  7 6.  3.  Oper.  Min. 

TAke  oiRo'ch  Alume  ,  Lapis  Calami  nark  ,  of  the  Calx 
of  Eggs,  an  equal  quantity  ,  pour  to  them  as  much 
Aquavits  rectify ’d  from  all  Phlegme  as  fufficeth,and 
diftil ,  as  the  Difl'olving  Water  for  the  Red. 


iop  Another  Diflblving  Water  of  Ifaacm 

-  for  the  White. 
r  Cap.  48.  3.  Oper.  Min. 
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TAke  of  Roach  Alume 0  Lapis  Cal  ami  nark.  Calx  of  Eggs,, 
common  Arfenick.  ■>  an  equal  quantity  ,  being  all  p^ 
verized  ,  mix  ,  and  to  the  Powder  pour  as  much  A- 
qua  Vit£  well  refiify’d  ,  as  to  be  the  fpace  of  three  hands  a- 
bove  the  Matter ,  diftil  with  a  gentle  Fire ,  then  a  ftronger , 
laftly, for  twenty  four  hours  fo  as  to  be  red  hot  5  cohobatetle 
diitillation  yet  four  times  upon  the  CaputMortuum  reduced  in- 
to  Powder.  ' 

Many  fuch  Menftruums  as  thefe  we  meet  with  in  fever  d 
places  of  Ifaacus  0  in  the  Defer iptions  of  which  ,  iho  the  Ad¬ 
dition  0/Phil  oidphical  Aqua  Vitae  or  Spirit  of  Wine  be  not  al¬ 
ways  exprefsd ,  yetjhat  it  is  to  be  under  flood  in  all  of  them  y  is 
evident  by  the  former  Receipts  of  Dijjolving  Waters^  .The 
Menftruums  following  may  he  Examples^  in  the  firfe  place  that 
which  is  called  Iio.  A 


(  3°°  ) 
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no.  A  Red  Water  Shining  Day  and  Night  of 
the  Firft  Defcription  of  Ifdacus. 

Cap.  153.  Lib. 2.  Open- Min.  Pag. 528. F0/.3.  7A.  CAyw. 
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Ake  the  Crocus  of  Mars,  Antimony  as  it  is  dugge  out  of 
the  Mines  ,  Red  Arjenic\ ,  of  each  one  Pound  ,  of  An¬ 
ri  pigment  one  Pound  ,  of  Roman  Vitriol  three  Pounds ,  of 
Sal  Niter  as  much  as  the  weight  of  all  the  reft  :  Grind  all  to¬ 
gether  into  aii  impalpable  Powder  5  mix  one  Pound  of  Sal 
ArmoniackyeixR  them  ,  and  being  well  mix'd  ,  put  the  Mat¬ 
ter  in  an  Earthen  V ef el ,  not  glazed  within  ,  fuch  as  can  well 
endure  the  Fire  ,  and  having  put  on  an  Alembick ,  with  a 
Receiver  ftrongly  luted  ,,  diftil  Aqua  Forth,  as  it  fhould  be, 
firft  with-  a  frnall  Fire  ,  then  increafiiig  the  Fire  by  degrees , 
and  a  White  Water  will  diftil ,  which  being  diftilled  ,  the  A- 
kmbick  will  begin  to  be  Red  or  Yellow  5  thenprefentiy  take 
away  the  Receiver  ,  and  add  another,  foundly  luted  ,  and 
increafe  your  Fire  till  a  White  Spirit-  goes  over  5  it  is  the  Sal 
Armoniach^  which  goes  over  Lift  of  all,  and  ftrengthen  the  Fire 
fo  long  ,  till  the  Alembick  be  altogether  clear  :  When  now 
the  Red  Spirit  goes  over  ,  nothing  (of  Sal  Armoniac\  )  goes 
with  it ,  and  fo  foon  as  it  is  gone  over  (the  White  Water )  the 
cSpiyit  and  (dry)  Water  (  or  Sal  Arm oniac If)  go  over  together, 
fheti  the  Alembick  becomes  White  within ,  as  if  it  was  full  of 
Snow  ,  and  then  increafe  the  Fire  till  the  Spirit  and  Water 
are  driven  through  the  Beak  by  Exhalation  ,  as  a  Alan  cafts 
forth  his  Breath  by  force  5  fo  the  Spirit  and  dry  Water  do 
breath  through  the  Pipe  of  the  Alembick  into  the  Receiver, 
and  increafe  the  Fire  ,  and  the  Spirit  and  dry  Water  being 
gone  over  ,  the  Alembick  becomes  clean  ,  clear  ,  white ,  and 
tranfparent  5  then  let  it  cool  ,  and  take  it  from  the  Fire,  put 
the  Water  into  a  Glafs ,  and  flop  it  clofe.  Take  the  Caput 
MorUium  ,  grind  it  tp  amine  Powder  ,  put  it  in  pure  clear 
Water  for  two  hours,  det  it  fettle,  pour  off  the  clear  ,  and 
pour  it  upon  pure  clear  Water  again-,  as  before  ,  and  let  it 
•boyl  an  hour,as  before  5  then  let  it  fettle  again,  add  it  again 
A'  .on  -  '  •  •  A .  ..to 
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to  the  former,  eaft  away  the  Feces  ,  and  that  which  you 
poured  out  (the  Solution  )  evaporate ,  and  a  yellow  Powder 
will  remain  ,  weigh  it,  add  as  much  Sal  Niter ,  and  mix -them 
together,  put  them  into  a  Glafs,  pour  your  Diftilled  Water 
(or  Menjiruum')  uponit ,  put  on  an  Alembick  ftrongly  luted 
all  over,  adding  a  Receiver,  and  leave  it  three  days  upon  thee 
Fornace  (to  Digefi )  before  you  put  Fire  under,  then  kindle 
your  Fire  ,  and  Diftill  firft  with  afrnall  Fire,  thenfometimes 
a  greater,  till  the  White  Spirit  is  gone  over,  then  ceafe, 
'and  you  have  a  Red  Water  Alining  Day  and  Night ,  which 
diflclves  fixed  Luna ,  as  Luna  is  commonly  difiblved  ,  and  it 
will  take  a  Tintfure  as  the  pureft  Sol  that  ever  was  feen yea  , 
it  tingeth  all  White  Metals  of  the  colour  of  Sol. 

i  n.  A  Reef  Water  (hewing  Light  by  Night  of 
the  Second  Defcription  of  Ifaacus. 

Cap.  ^t\;Oper.  Min.  Pag.  458.  Vol.  3. Th .  Chym . 

TAke  of  Roman  Vitriol  threeTounds  ,  of  Cinabar ,  Verde- 
grefi,CeruJJe')Q  f  each  half  a  Pound,  of  Crocus  Martk ,  La - 
pk  hematites  of  each  four  Ounces,  of  Sal  Niter  as  much ,  as 
the  whole  Mafs  (fivePounds')  pulverize  and  mix  them  well  to¬ 
gether  5  divide  the  Mais  into  three  parts, and  of  one  part  make 
an  Aquafortk  ,  which  pour  upon  the. powder  of  another 
part  5  diftill  Aquafortk  again  ,  and  pour  it  upon  the  third 
powder  ,  and  diftill  Aqua  fort k  again  *3  '  which  being  done, 
pulverize  all  the  three  Caput  Mortuums .  Take  the  Water 
of  Sal  armoniacL  ?  which  I  (hall  teach  you  below  to  make 
.(  but  we  have  already  declard  it  in  Numb.  81.  )  wherewith 
,  grind  the  aforefaid  potvder  fo  fine  ,  as  that  a  Painter  may 
paint  with  it ,  then  dry  it  in  your  Dry  Stove  in  glals  Difhes 
being  dried  ,  grind  it  dry  upon  a  Stone,  and  put  it  into  an 
earthen  Pot ,  and  pour  the  Aquafortk  ( before  diftilled)  up¬ 
on  it  3  diftill  firft  with  a  gentle  fire  the  fpace  of  twenty 
four  hours ,  then  increafe  ( the  Fire )  as  yet  24  hours  more, 
then  increafe  till  it  begins  to  fhine  ,  then  keep  it  in  the  fame 

Pp  \  fiery 
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fiery  brightnefs  fix  hours  more  ,  then  let  it  cool ,  take  it 
away  from  the  Fire  ,  and  ftop  the  Receiver  well  :  Then 
grind  and  pulverize  the  Caput  Mortimm  upon  a  Stone  with 
Vinegar  diftilled  ,  and  extraft  the  Salt  or  Element  of  Earth 
out  of  the  Feces  3  put  the  Salt  into  a  Glafs  ,  pour  yout  A- 
qua  forth  upon  it  ,  the  Alembick  and  Receiver  being  very 
clofe ,  put  the  Glafs  in  Sand  in  a  Kettle  with  Water  (in  Bal- 
neo  j  diftill  all  that  will  diftill ,  when  no  more  diftilleth,  let 
the  Balneo  boil  a  day  and  a  night  whether  it  drops  or  ho  : 
Then  let  it  cool ,  remove  it  from  the  Fire ,  put  it  in  Afhes, 
ufe  firft  a  weak  Fire  for  12  hours ,  then  increafe  the  Fire 
yet  12  hours  more  5  then  let  it  be  moderately  hot  ,  and  let 
it  be  fo  for  fix  hours  3  then  let  it  cool,  take  it  from  the 
Fire  ,  and  cover  it  w7ell  ,  and  having  taken  away  the  Feces 
or  Salt ,  grind  them  very  finall  w7ith  DiftilFd  Vinegar,  put  it 
into  a  Stone  Jugge  ,  and  a  good  part  of  the  Diftillation  be¬ 
ing  poured  to  it ,  put  it  in  Balneo  ?  doing  as  wTas  taught  be¬ 
fore  5  fee  if  it  hath  yet  any  Feces ,  and  make  the  Salt  clear  3 
put  it  again  in  a  Glafs ,  pour  on  the  Aqua  forth  again ,  do  e- 
very  way  as  before ,  three  or  four  times ,  and  all  your  Mat¬ 
ter  or  Earth  will  diftill  with  the  Aqua  forth  ,  then  take  it 
from  the  Fire,  ftop  clofe ,  and  keep  it  well :  For  you  have 
a  pretious  Water  ,  above  all  the  Waters  that  ever  I  heard 
of  3  and  believe  me  in  good  faith  I  have  feen  and  done  alfb 
my  felf  wonderful  things  with  this  Water  :  This  Water  I 
have  reduced  to  a  Red  Chriftalline  Stone  ,  which  would 
give  light  by  night  ,  fo  as  that  my  Friends  might  fee  to  eat 
and  drink  by  it.  Keep  it  well  for  ufe ,  and  efteem  it  as  the 
moft  fecret  Water  of  all  you  have. 

The  Method  of  making  fuch  Shining  Menftruums  h  better 
perceived  by  the  following  Water . 
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1 1  2.  A  Red  and  Shining  Aqua  fort  is  of  the  Third 

Defcription  of  ijaacus. 

Cap.  72.  1.  Oper.  Min.  Pag.  354.  Vol.  3.  Th.  Cbyrn. 

TAke  of  Vitriol  clarified  and  purified  from  its  Feces,  of 
Sal  Niter,  an  equal  quantity,  diftill  an  Aquafortis 
out  of  them  according  to  Art ,  then  take  the  Caput- 
Mortuum  out  of  the  Glafs ,  and  reduce  it  to  a  fine  Powder  $ 
then  grind  it  upon  a  Stone  ,  then  put  it  in  common  Diftilfd 
Water  ,  and  draw  out  all  the  Salt ,  then  filter  it  ,  that  y  ou 
may  have  it  clean  from  Feces  5  congeal  again ,  and  being 
congealed  ,  make  it  an  impalpable  Powder  ,  aud  put  the 
Powder  into  a  Glafs  ,  and  then  pour  that  Aqua  forth  again 
upon  the  Powder  which  you  diftill’d  from  thence  ,  and  di¬ 
ftill  again  all  that  will  diftill :  Then  take  out  the  Caput  Mor- 
tnuni  again  ,  grind  it  to  Powder  as  before  ,  and  do  in  all 
things  as  before  5  this  Operation  repeat,  till  you  have  diffil- 
led  all  the  Salt  within  the  Aquafortis  :  Then  have  you  an  ex¬ 
cellent  Red  Water  diming  by  night  like  a  clear  Fire  5  then 
reftifie  that  Water  in  Balneo ,  oftentimes  diddling,  and  pour¬ 
ing  on  again  ,  fo  as  at  laft  to  have  all  the  Diftillation  in  Bal¬ 
neo  :  Then  is  your  pretious  Water  prepared ,  by  which  you 
may  multiply  and  open  your  ( Bhilofophical )  Stone.  Thefe 
Menftruums  are  little  different ,  yea  almojl  the  fame  with  the 
former  of  ifaacus  ,  as  to  the  Ingredients  as  well  as  Method  of 
preparation  ,  but  the  addition  of  tke  Spirit  of  Philofophical 
Wine  which  Ifaacus  prefcrihed  in  thofeDijfohiug  Waters ,  mufi 
of  necejfty  he  under  food  in  thefe  his  Aqua  fort  ids  5  for  without 
this  Spirit  all  thefe  Waters  would  he  common ,  of  no  Vertue  and 
Vfe.,  .  /  .  '  ;  : 

i  ,  ■+  *  <  .  ■  '  *  J  '  '  ;  r"  „  ■  ■  ,  f  .  !  *  i 

P  p  2  From 

•  ■  ,  »  ■ 

«•  <  •  •  /  'V  '•  •  - .  •  '  ' 


(  3°4  ) 

From  the  Receipts  we  obferve  : 

1.  That  all  Tinging  Bodies  whatfoever  being  either  natural¬ 
ly;  or  artificially  difiblved  in  an  Acid  ,  and  reduced  into 
Salt  or  Vitriol  by  the  help  of  the  Spirit  of  Philoihphical  Wine, 
do  yield  the  prefcnt  Maid  mums ,  by  thefe  two  Methods  $  either 
by  repeated  Cohobation ,  or  Simple  Idi filiation  3  but  in  this  lat¬ 
ter  way  it  is  nee  ef jar y  for  the  Salts  or  Vitriols  of  the  Bodies 
to  be  firfi graduated  ,  that  is  ,  by  various  Dijfolutions  and  Coa¬ 
gulations  joyned  with  the  Spirit  tf/Philofophical  Wine  ,  and 
then  di filled,  where  Caution  muji  be  had, ,  lef  in  this  gradati¬ 
on  of  the  Vitriol ,  the  Acid ,  be  by,.  Operations  lef  necefiary  than 
convenient  debilitated  5  for  fo  you  will  eafily  prepare  Menftru-* 
nms  unexpectedly  of  the  Eighth  jnfead.of  this  Kind* 

2.  That  thefe  Menftruums  differ  from  Menftruums  of  the 
Eighth  Kind  ,  thefe  being  Acid ,  but  thofe  Sweet .  Djffolve  a ~ 
Compounded  Vegetable  Menftruum  of  the  Eighth  Kind  in  Di¬ 
fill  ed  Vinegar ,  Spirit  of  Sulphur , Common  Aqua  Fortis  ,  &c. 
and  you  will  immediately  have  a  Menftruum  of  this  Kind  $ 
on  the  contrary  ,  debilitate  the  Acidity  of  thefe  Menftruums, 
and  they  will  be  tranfmuted  into  Menftruums  of  the  Eighth 
Kind. 

3.  That  thefe  Menftruums  are  theEffences  of  Things  tinging 
diffolved  in  an  Acid. 

4.  That  Hungarian  Vitriol  (  Copper  naturally  difiblved  in. 

an  Acid  )  tho  artificially  purged  from  Heterogeneous  Salts 
and  Feces  ,  does  neverthe lef  as  well  as  other  things  ting ^ 
ing  ,  require  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  ,  in  order  to 
be  reduced  into  an  Oil  Jo  excellent  in  Medicine  as  well,  as 
Alchimy.  j. 

5*  That  it  is  even  much  at  one  by  what  Acid  Copper  or  any  0- 
ther  tinging  Body  is  reduced  into  Vitriol ,  provided  it  be  after- 
mrds  graduated  ,  that  is  ,  mixed  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofo¬ 
phical  Wine  :  Wherefore  you  muji  orice  for  always  take  notice , 
that  not  only  in  the  Writings  tffBafilius  and  Paracelfus  ,  but  of 
other  Adepts  alfo ,  as  in  Via  Veritatis,  &c.  in  fever  al  places  of 
which  you  will  meet  with  thefe  Phrafes  ,  Things  graduated , 
correct ed7  exalted, ,  8ec«  you  muji  mderfand  not  Common 

Men-- 
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cal  Wine  , 
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3  but  prepared  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophi- 
and  Jo  made  fit  for  the  Worlds  of  the  more  Secret 


Chymy.  *- 

6.  That  Roman  Vitriol  is  reduced  into  Jo  Noble  an  Oilr  not 
by  the  Spirit  of  Common  but  Philojophical  Wine . 

7.  That  theje  Menftruums  do  by  continued  Cohobations  be¬ 
come  mofl  red  ,  fhining  by  Night  Jo  ,  that  Men  at  Supper  want 
no  other  Light }  permanent  and  multiplying  the  Philofophers 
Stone  3  but  ofthefe  in  their  proper  places  ,  namely  ,  the  Third 
and  Fourth  Bookj , 


/  . 
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The  One  and  Twentieth  KIND. 


Compounded  Mineral  Menftruums  of 
Simple  Mineral  Menftruums  and 
Mercury  ,  the  red  of  the  Metals ,  and 
other  finging  Things. 

1 1 3.  The  Spirit  of  Venus  or  Spirit  of  Verde¬ 
greece  of  Bafdius. 

Libr.  Partic.  de  Particul.  Veneris. 


!Ake  of  Copper  as  much  as  you  will ,  of  which  make 
Vitriol  the  common  way ,  or  inftead  of  it  take  Com¬ 
mon  Verdegreece  fold  in  Shops ,  which  will  do  the 
fame  thing  3  to  which  being  pulverized,  pour  (Common)  Di- 
ftilled  Vinegar,  put  it  in  a  heat ,  decant  the  Vinegar  ,  being 
tranfoarent  and  green,  to  the  remainder  pour  new  Vinegar, 
and  repeat  the  Work ,  till  the  Vinegar  be  tinged  ,  and  the 
Matter  remain  in  the  bottom  of  the  Veflel  black  3  draw  off 
the  Vinegar  being  tinged  and  gathered  together  either  to 
drinefs,  or  to  a  thin  Skin,  that  the  Vitriol  may  be  Chriftalli- 
zed  ,  and  you  will  have  the  Verdegreece  purified  (after  the 
common  way  )  to  which  being  pulverized ,  pour  the  Juice  of 
Unripe  Grapes  (Philosophical  Vin eg ar  in  Numb .  74.)  put  it  in 
a  gentle  heat  5  and  digeftingyou  will  have  a  transparent  Sma- 

gradine 
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gragdine  Tin&ure,  with  which  is  extracted  the  Red  Tin&ure 
of  Venus  ,  an  excellent  Coloiir  for  Painters.  This  Tin&ure 
being  extra &ed ,  mix  all  the  Extractions  together  ,  and  draw 
off’  the  Phlegme  gently,  that  the  Vitriol  being  very  dear  (gra¬ 
duated)  may  be  criftallized  in  a  Cold  place  ,  whereof  if  you 
have  a  diffident  quantity ,  you  have  alfo  enough  Matter  for 
the  making  of  the  Pkilofophical  Stone  5  if  perhaps  you  fhould 
doubt  to  perform  fuch  a  Myftery  with  every  (Natural)  Vi¬ 
triol  whatfoever  :  Concerning  this  Preparation  we  lately 
fpoke  parabolically  in  Libro  Clavium  ,  Capite  de  Wein  Effig. 
wThere  we  faid  :  That  common  Azoth  is  not  the  Matter  of  our 
Stone  ,  but  our  Azoth  or  firft  Matter  extrafted  by  common 
Azoth  and  Wine ,  which  are  the  expreffed  Juice  of  unripe 
Grapes ,  whereby  the  Body  of  Venus  is  to  be  diflolved  and 
reduced  into  Vitriol :  This  is  to  be  well  obferved  ,  for  thus 
you  will  free  your  ielves  from  many  Difficulties.  Now  out 
of  this  Vitriol  thus  prepared  ,  diftil  a  Spirit  and  Red  Oil,  8ec,  . 

Annotations. 

i  •  •  ^  '  '  1  *  .  y  .  ,  . 

IT  N the  Eighth  Kind  common  Mercury  and  Metals'  were  ei- 
I  therby  the  Spirit  of  Philosophical  Wine  ,  or  by  fome  firm 
pie  Vegetable  Menftruums  converted  into  compoundedVe- 
getable  Menftruums.  In  the  Twentieth  antecedent  Kind  , 
tinging  Arids  diffolved  in  Acids  are  more  eaftly  dijlilled  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofbphical  Wine  into  compounded 
'Mineral  Menftruums:  But  the  prefent  Kind  volatilizeth  the 
faid  Bodies  ,  not  by  the  Spirit  </Philofophical  Wine  5  but  Mi¬ 
neral  Menftruums  ,  that  the  Menftruums  may  be  thereby  made 
fooner  ,  e after,  and  of  a  higher  Kind .  In  the  lajl  Kind  we  di- 
filled  natural  Vitriol ,  being  macerated  in  the  Spirit  of  Phi- 
lofophical  Wine  ,  or  ,  which  is  much  more  conducible  ,  dif 
folved  in  the  fame  Spirit  ,  and  reduced  into  graduated  Vi¬ 
triol  ,  into  a  Mineral  Menftruum  :  For  the  natural  aci¬ 
dity  of  Pvoman  Vitriol  for  the  corrofton  0/Copper,  was  in 
the  compofition  of  it  able  and  ftrong  enough  to  diffolve  the 
Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  in  the  making  of  the  faid 

Mem 
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Menftruum }  but  here  in  Artificial  Vitriols  the  matter  is  other - 
wife  f,  /?r  the  dry  Bodies  of  Metals  co-operating  in  their  D  So¬ 
lutions  do  debilitate  the  acid  ,  and  therefore  Vitriols,  contain¬ 
ing  this  debilitated  acidity ,  are  fearce  fit  either  for  the  dijfolu- 
tionofthe  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  or  the  confutation  of 
-  the  prefect  Menftruum  :  Wherefore  the  Vitriols  ofS  at  urn  and 
Jupiter  being  made  with  a  common  acid  ,  do  by  virtue  of  the 
Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  ,  yield  fweet  Oils  ,  or  Vegetable 
-■  Menftrtmms ,  not  at  all  acid  or  mineral  5  for  that  weaf  acid  re¬ 
maining  in  the  Vitri edification  of  thofe  foft  Metals ,  is  wholly 
-tranfmutedin  the  diffolution  of  the  Spirit  ^/Philofophical  Wine, 
,'r  as  aljo  in  the  very  Di filiation  of  it  felf ,  fio  that  Vitriol  being 
.  • artificially  made  of  Copper  and  Iron  by  acids ,  is  difi  filed  not 
by  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  ,  but  Mineral  Menftruums, 

■  into-  a  Menftruum  of  the  prefent  Kind  y  but  Gold  and  Silver 
- need  not  only  tkefe  Mineral  or  Stronger  Menftruuilis ,  but  to  be 
life  wife  volatilized  by  the  fame  ,  and  reduced  into  Volatile 
Vitriols.  - 

Thus  Bafilius  in  Conclufionibus  finis .  Sea .  a.  de'  Vitri clis. 
Cap.  I.  de  Vitriol  0  Solis  LuncZ  :  reduced  Gold  and  Silver  in¬ 

to  Volatile  Vitriol .  It  is  requifite  ,  faith  he  ,  firft  to  have  our 
Water  made  of  the  cold  Salt  of  the  Earth  ( [Niter )  and  the 
Eagle  f  Vegetable  Sal harmoniacf  )  wherewith  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver  are  made  fpiritual ,  and  coagulated  into  Criftal ,  or  Me- 
tallick  Vitriol ,  by  which  ,  &c.  In  Lahore primo  Libri  Reve- 
lationis  ,  ut  &  in  Elucidatione  12  Cl  avium  ,  this  Vitriol  of 
Sol  is  more  exactly  thus  defer  ibed  :  Take,  faith  he ,  of  this 
i  Water  (  the  Kings  Bath  or  Menftruum  deferibed  above  in 
Numb .  89.)  three  parts,  of  the  Calx  of  Gold  one  part,4nixe, 
put  it  in  avCucurbit  with  an  Alembick  upon  hot  Afhes,  to  be 
diflolved,  if  it  be  not  all  diflolved  ,  pour  off  the  Water  and 
pour  on  new ,  and  that ,  till  all  the  Calx  is  diflolved  in  the 
Water  ,  when  it  is  cold  ,  -white  Feces  fettle  in  the  bottom, 
which  feparate  ,  joyn  all  the  Water  together  ,  and  digeft  in 
Balneo  a  day  and  anight  y  then  having  taken  away  the  Feees, 
digeft  the  fpace  of  nine  days  continually  y  diftill  away  the 
Water,  that  the  Matter  may  remain  in  the  bottom  like  Gyl, 
the  Water  diftilled  from  it  pour  on  again  being  heated,  di- 
ftill,  ;as  before  ,  pour  on  again,  diftill,  and  this  repeat  feme 

certain 
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certain  times  ,  thus  will  ( the  Men f  mum  )  be  debilitated, 
then  pour  new  Water  to  the  Matter  like  Oyl ,  digeft  a  day 
and  anight  diftill  in  Sand  to  an  Oyl  ,  pour  on  Water  a- 
gain  being  hot  5  diftill  ,  and  that  fo  oft  till  all  the  Gold  is 
come  over  ,  but  this  Diftillation  ought  to  be  done  in  a  low 
Cucurbit,  with  a  flat  bottom  ,  put  the  Golden  Water  which 
came  over  in  a  cold  place,  to  criftallize  ,  feparate  the  Water 
-from  them.  Guido  made  the  Volatile  Vitriol  of  Gold  out  of 
Gold  fu Mi med  :  The  Gold  he  fubli fried  thus  :  Take  of  Gold 
calcined  twelve  times  with  three  parts  of  Cinabar  ,  or  of 
Leaf  Gold  four  Ounces ,  of  the  Oyl  of  Salt  (the  Menfruum 
defer i bed  in  Numb.  76. )  twelve  Ounces  ,  difiolve  in  allies. 
Draw  off  the  Oyl  of  Salt  from  it-leveral  times  ,  putrifie  for 
a  Moneth  ,  then  diftill ,  and  all  the  Gold  will  be  fublimed* 
of  a  Red  Colour  in  the  tenth  or  twelfth  Sublimation  5  but 
if  it  wilP  not  be  fublimed ,  joyn  all  together  ,  and  draw  off 
the  Phlegme  in  Balneo ,  to  the  remainder  add  of  the  Oyl  of 
'Tartar  per  deliquium  four  Ounces  gradually  ,  and  force  it 
with  a  ftronger  Fire  ,  and  the  Gold  will  afeend  Red  with 
the  Menflruum  ,  and  be  precipitated  in  the  bottom  of  it 
decant  the  Water  from  the  Gold  ,  upon  which  kindle  Re&i- 
fled  Spirit  of  (  Common  )  Wine  eight  or  nine  times ,  to  take 
away  all  the  Acidity  of  the  Oyl  of  Salt.  Pag.  ii.  Thefanr . 
Chym.  With  Gold  thus  fublimed  he  prepared  the  graduated  Vi¬ 
triol  of  Sol  by  the  following  Method.  Take  of  Gold ’'fubli¬ 
med  four  Ounces  and  a  half  ,  pour  to  it  Radical  Vinegar 
(  mix'd  with  the  Spirit  of  Wine  )  the  height  of  three  Fingers, 
digeft  three  days  //*  Balneo  ,  decant  the  Vinegar  ,  and  pour 
on  new,  - till  all  be  diffolved  ,  which  draw  off  in  Balneo ,  but 
beware  of  too  much  5  put  it  in  a  cold"  Cellar,  and  the  Vitri¬ 
ol  of  Gold  will  be  criftallized  of  a  Ruby  or  Gratia t  Colour, 
more  or  iels  beautiful  ,  according  to  the  Method  of  Opera¬ 
ting  5  from  which  decant  the  Liquor  again  to  be  drawn  off 
to  a  thin  Skin ,  till  you  have  five  Ounces  of  the  Vitriol.  Pag . 

1 9.  Thefaur.  Chy  m.  The  fame  way  alfo  he  prepared  the  Gradua¬ 
ted  Vitriol  of  Luna ,  Pag.  31.  as  alfo  0/Mars  ,  Pag.  3  6.  But 
Jupiter,  Pag.  42.  Venus,  Pag.  45.  and  Saturn,  Pag.  49.  he 
calffnd  onely,-  and  reduc'd  them  with  the  aforefaid  Vinegar  in¬ 
to  Graduated  Vitriols  ,  out  of  all  which  Vitriols  may  Men- 

ftruums 
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ftrunms  of  this  Kind  be  difiilled  \  as  Bafilius  his  Spirit  of 
Venus. 

Ifiacus difiilled  the  Spirit  of  Saturn  out  of  the  Graduated 
Vitriol  tf/^Lead,  thus , 

1 14.  The  Water  of  Paradifc  of  Ifaacus. 

In  Opere  Saturni. 

TAke  of  Saturn  ten  or  fifteen  Pounds,  which  no  other  - 
Metal  is  mix’d  with  ,  beat  it  into  thin  Plates  ,  and 
have  a  Bottle  half  full  of  Vinegar  ,  lute  ,  put  it  in  a 
warm  Balneo  ,  and  every  three  or  four  days  .fcrape  the  Sa¬ 
turn  that  is  calcined  from  the  Plates  ,  gather  about  five'or 
fix  Pounds  of  it ,  grind  this  calcined  Saturn  (  Cerilfe  )  with 
difiilled  ( [Philofophical )  Vinegar  ,  upon  a  Marble,  fo  as  with 
a  Pencil  to  fcrve  for  a  Picture ,  then  take  a  Stone  Jugg  ,  and 
therein  pour  Difiilled  Vinegar  to  the  calcined  Saturn ,  leav¬ 
ing  a  third  part  of  the  Jugg  empty  ,  mix  very  well ,  ftop  it 
with  a  Glals  or  Stone  Stopple  ,  let  it  in  Balneo  ,  ftiritfive 
•  or  fix  times  a  day  with  a  Woodden  Slice  or  Spoon  ,  ftop  it 
again  ,  nor  heat  the  Balneo  more  than  that  you  may  endure 
your  hand  in  it ;  let  k  thus  ftand  14  days  and  nights  ,  then 
pour  off  the  clear  ,  arid  pour  new  Vinegar  to  the  Calx  not 
vet  dilfolved  5  mix ,  proceed,  as  before ,  repeating ,  till  all 
the  Calx  of  Saturn  is  dilfolved  j  put  the  Saturn  being  thus 
diflolved  in  Balnea  ,  evaporate  the  Vinegar  with  a  flow  Fire, 
the  Saturn  will  be  reduced  into  a  Mali ,  which  move  to  and 
frp  till  it  be  dry  5  it  will  be  of  a  Honey  Colour,  rub  it  on  a 
Marble  with  Difiilled  Vinegar,  like  Soap  ,  put  it  again  in  the 
Stone  Jugge  ,  being  very  well  mixed  ,  in  a  warm  Balneo.  the 
Ipace  of  five  or  fix  days  j  ftir  it  every  day  with  a  Woodden 
Slice ,  ftop  the  Glals ,  let  it  cool ,  pour  off  what  is  diflolved 
tnto  another  large  Stone  Jugge  ,  pour  other  Vinegar  to  it, 
mix  very  well ,  put  it  again  in  Balneo ,  pour  off  ,  and  thus, 
proceed" ,  till  nothing  more  will  be  diflolved  ,  which  you 
may  try  by  yonr  tongue ,  for  if  the  Vinegar  be  fweet ,  it  is 
not  enough  diflolved  ,  or  put  a  little  in  a  Glals  Cucurbit, and 
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let  it  evaporate  ;  if  any  thing  remains  ,  all  that  will  be  Gold 
is  not  diffolved,  and  that  which  remains  in  the  Jugge,  or  Fe¬ 
ces,  if  they  befweethpori  the  tongue,  and  you  find  yetfome- 
thing  in  the  Cucurbit  that  is  not  enough  diffolved ,  you  may 
diffolve  it  by  pouring  new  Vinegar  to  it.  Thefe  Solutions 
coagulate  ,  as  before ,  diffolve  in  Diftilled  Vinegar ,  as  be¬ 
fore  5  thefe  Coagulations  and  Solutions  continue, till  no  more 
Feces  remain  in  the  bottom  ,  but  are  all  things  diffolved  into 
a  clear  and  limpid  Water  5  then  is  Saturn  free  from  all  its  Le- 
profie,  Melancholy,  Feces,  Blacknefs,  and  Superfluities,  and 
is  pure,  as  (now,  being  exempted  from  all  filth)  fufible  as 
Wax  ,  and  fweet  as  Sugar ,  &c.  Take  half  of  the  Purged 
Saturn  ,  put  it  in  a  Stone  Jugge,  and  pour  to  it  four  Pounds 
of  Diftilled  Vinegar ,  put  on  an  Alembick  ,  and  diftill  the 
Vinegar  in  Balneo ,  but  the  Alembick  muft  have  a  hole  in  the 
top  ,  through  which  pour  new  Vinegar ,  diftill,  as  before, 
pour  on  new  and  draw  off  ,  and  that  till  the  Vinegar  be 
drawn  off  as  ftrong  as  it  is  poured  on  ,  then  is  it  enough,  be- 
caufe  the  Matter  hath  imbibed  as  much  of  the  Spirits  of  the 
Vinegar,  as  it  needs,  and  as  much  as  it  can  retain  :  Take  the 
Jugge  from  the  Fire ,  and  the  Alembick  being  taken  oft",  put 
the  Matter  into  a  Glafs  that  can  endure'  the  Fire  ,  put  an  A- 
lembick  to  it  ,  put  it  in  a  Copel.with  Afhes  in  a  Fornace  5 
make  firft  a  gentle  Fire  ,  increafe  it  by  degrees  ,  till  your 
Matter  goes  over  of  the- Colour  of  Blood  ,  and  thicknefs  of 
Oyl ,  fweetnefs  of  Sugar  ,  and  of  a  heavenly  fmell  5  if  the 
heat  diminifheth ,  keep  it  while  the  Matter  diftills  ,•  increafe 
the  Fire  ,  till  the  Glafs  begins  to  be  Fire  hot ,  keep  it  in  this 
heat ,  till  nothing  more  diftills  3  let  it  cool  by  it  felf ,  take 
away  the  Receiver  ,  and  ftop  it  very  well  with  Wax  ,  beat 
the  Matter  (Caput  mortuum)  in  an  Iron  Mortar,  with  a  Steel 
Peftk ,  and  then  grind  it  upon  a  Marble  withDiftilfd  Vine¬ 
gar  (Vinegar  mix  cl  with  the  Spirit  of  philosophical  Wine )  put 
it  in  a  Stone  Jugge  two  parts  full ,  diftill  by  Balneo  ,  pour 
on  new  Vinegar ,  diftill  as  before  ,  repeat ,  till  the  Vinegar 
diftills  with  the  fame  ftrength  as  it  was  poured  on,  let  them 
cQoi^  diftiilv^he  Matter -in  a  ftrongGlafs  upon  Aihes  as  be¬ 
fore.  ,  .fiftfb  With  a  gentle  Fire ,  then  a  ftronger  ;  as  you  did 
•  bfifetev  a  Red  Oil  wilftgo  -over  ,  as  before ,  &c.  beat  the 

;  Q^q  2  Matter,  ^ 
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Matter  ,  and  proceed  again  ,  till  the  Matter  will  retain  no 
more  of  the  Spirit  of  Vinegar  in  the  Diftillation  in  Balneo  y 
then  take  the  Matter  ,  diftil  what  will  diftil,  in  a  glafs  Cucur¬ 
bit  upon  Allies ,  till  you  have  diftilled  the  Matter  into  a  Red 
Oil ,  wnich  is  the  noble  Water  of  Paradifb,  by  which  all 
Fixed  Stones  may  be  refolved  ,  and  the  Stone,  made  perfect 
This  Water  of  Paradife,  the  Ancients  call’d  their  lharp,  clear. 
Vinegar ,  &c . 

Metals  fometimes  are  not  reduced  into  graduated  Vitriols 
but  by  repeated  Cohob  at  ion  made  Menftruums  of  this  Kind* 

Thttf 

H  4 

1 1 5.  The  Mercurial  Vinegar  of  Trifmofinps. 
Lib/o  Moratofan  five  Odo  Tindtirarum 
in  Secunda  Tindura, 

Pag.  75>.  Aur.VelL  Germr 

^Ake  Argent  Vive  purged  the  common  way  put- it  in 

H  an  Alembick  ,  whereto  pour  very  fharp  Vinegar 
(  Vinegar  mix'd  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine 
defer ibed  before  in  Numb,  72.)  three  ,  Ounces  of  Vinegar  to 
one  Ounce  of  Mercury  5  draw  off  fix  times  in  Balneo  ,  then 
force  it  to  afeend  into  the  Receiver  ,  being  diftilled  ,  rectifie 
it,  and  it  will  be  prepared. 

Sometimes  injlead  of  Philofophical  Vinegar  he.  ufed  the  v 
Jtrongcjl  Aqua  F ortis  defiri bed  in  Numb.  73., 

1 16.  The  Mercurial  Water  of  Trifimofinus. 

Libr.  Odo  Jindurar.  inTind  quart  a.  Pag.  So. 

Aurei.  Veli.  Germ.  '  :  1 

1  -  ■*  '■*  '  -  *  ■  J 

*  .  u  -  0  *  ,  y 

;  'Ake  of  Roman  Vitriol ,  Sal  Nitsr,  of  each  one  Pound 

H;  v  and  a  half,  of  (Vegetable')  Sal  arm  oniac  If  four  Oxm- 
ces ,  of  Tiles  pulverized  one  Pound  ,  out  of  w7hich 
diftil  Aqua  fort  is  by  the  Rule  of  Art.  Take  of  Venetian 

Mer- 
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Mercury  fublimed  (  you  rnuft  have  a  care  of  its  Venemous 
Fume  )  four  Ounces ,  put  it  in  a  Cucurbit ,  pour  the  laid 
Aquafortis  to  it ,  draw  off  ftrongly  *'  that  the  Mercury  may 
be  well  mixed  with  the  Aqua  fortis  ,  and  it  will  be  pre- 

Paired* 

Albertos  Magnus  prepared  the  fame  Mercurial  Water  thus y 


1 17.  The  Mercurial  Water  of  Albertus  Magnus. 
Libro  Comp 0 fit um  de  Compofitis. 

Cap y  5.  Pag.  937.  Vol.  4.  Th.  Cbym. 


TAke  of  Roman  Vitriol  two  Pounds ,  of  Sal  Niter  two 
Pounds ,  of  Alume  calcined  one  Pound  5  being  well 
ground  and  mix’d  together  put  the  Matter  in  a  fit 
Glafs  Phial ,  and  having  luted  the  Joynts  very  clofe,  that  the 
Spirits  may  not  evaporate  ,  diftill  Aquafortis,  after  the  com¬ 
mon  way,  firft  with  a.  weak  Fire,  fecondly  a  ftronger,  third¬ 
ly  with  Wood ,  that  all  the  Spirits  may  go  over  ,  and  the 
Alembick  turn  white  j  then  put  out  the  Fire., .  let  the  For- 
nace  cool  ,  and  keep  the  Water  carefully ,  becaufe  it  is  the 
Diflolvitiye  of  Luna  ,  keep  it  therefore  for  the  finifhing  of 
the  Work  ,  becaufe  that  Water  difiolvcs  Luna  >  feparates 
Gold  from  Silver  ,  calcines  Mercury  and  the  Crocus  of  Mars , 
&c.,  This  is  the  firft  Philofophical  Water  C  Common  Aqua 
fortis  )  and  hath  one  Degree  of  Perfection  in  it.  Take  of 
the  firft  Water  .one  pound ,  diilolvc  in  it  two  Ounces  of  e- 
getable  )  Sal  armomack  pure  and  clear ,  which  being  dillol- 
ved  ,  the  Water  is  presently  otherwife  qualified  ,  and  other- 
wife  coloured  ,'  becaufe  the  firft  was  of  a  Green  Colour,  and 
the  Diffol  vitive  of  Luna ,  and  not  of  Sol ,  and  prefently  af¬ 
ter  the  putting  in  of  the  Sal  armoniack.  the  Colour  of  it  is 
turned  to  a  Citrine ,  and  diffolveth  Gold,  Mercury,  and  Sul¬ 
phur  fublimed  ,  and  tingeth  a  Maor  Skin  of  a  moll  Citrine 
Colour. ,  keep  that .  Water  (  Philofophical  Aqua  ftegvV)  a- 
part.  Take  of  the  fecond  Water  one  Pound  ,  and  ot  Mer¬ 
cury  fublimed  with  Roman  Vitriol  ,  and  common  Salt  five 
y  Ounces 
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Ounces  and  a  half  ,  put  it  to  the  fecond  Water  by  little  and 
little  gradually  ,  feal  the  Month  of  the  Glafs  well,  that  the 
Virtue  of  the  Mercury  put  in  may  not  fuddenly  exhale  ^  put 
the  Glafs  in  Afhes  temperately  hot ,  and  the  Water  will  pre- 
fently  begin  to  work  upon  the  Mercury  ,  diffolving  it  and 
incorporating }  $nd  let  the  Glafs  ftand  thus  in  hot  Afhes,  and 
in  the  diffolution  of  the  Water  ,  till  the  Water  appears  no 
more,  but  has  wholly  diflolved  the  Sublimed  Mercury :  Now 
the  Water  ads  always  upon  Mercury  by  the  way  of  imbibi¬ 
tion  ,  till  it  diffolves  it  totally  :  But  take  notice  ,  if  the 
Water  cannot  wholly  diffolve  the  Mercury  put  in ,  then  lay 
afide  the  Mercury  that  is  diflolved  by  that  Water  ,  and  that 
which  is  not  diflolved  at  the  bottom  dry  with  a  gentle  Fire, 
grind  ,  and  diflolve  it  with  new  Water  as  before  ,  and  thus 
repeat  this  Order  ,  till  all  the  Sublimed  Mercury  is  diflolved 
into  Water :  And  then  joyn  all  the  folutions  of  that  third 
Water,  into  one,  in  a  clean  Glafs,  and  flop  the  Mouth  of  it 
well  with  Wax  ,  and  keep  it  carefully  :  This  is  the  third 
Philofophical  thick  qualified  Water  in  the  third  degree  of 
Perfection  ,  and  is  the  Mother  of  AquaVit £  ,  which  diffolves 
all  Bodies  into  their  firft  Matter.  Take  the  third  clarified 
Mercurial  Water  ,  qualified  in  the  third  Degree  of  Perfecti¬ 
on  ,  putrefieit  in  the  Belly  cf  a  Horfe  ,  to  be  well  digefted 
in  a  clear  Glafs  with  a  long  Neck  ,  well  fealed  the  fpaceof 
14  days ,  make  it  putrefie  ,  and  the  Feces  fettle  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  ,  then  will  this  Water  be  tranfmuted  from  a  Citrine  to 
a  Yellow  Colour,  which  done,  take  out  the  Glafs  ,  put  it 
in  Afhes  with  a  moft  gentle  heat ,  put  on  an  Alembick  with 
its  Receiver  ,  and  begin  to  diflil  by  little  and  little  a  moft 
clear,  clean,  ponderous  Aqua  Vit<e  ,  Virgins  Milk^ ,  moft 
Jharp  Vinegar  ,  drop  by  drop  ,  continuing  conftantlya  flow 
Fire  ,  till  you  have  diftilled  all  th z  Aqua  Vit£  gently  ,  1  then 
put  out  the  Fire  ,  let  the  Fornace  cool  ,  and  keep  it  dili¬ 
gently  apart.  Behold  this  is  Aqua  Vit<e  ,  the  Philofophers 
Vinegar  ,  Virgins  Mi /4  ,  by  which  Bodies  are  refolved  into 
their  firft  Matter, ,  which  is  called  by  infinite  Names.  The 
Signs  of  this  Water  are  thefe  ,  if  a  Drop  be  caft  upon  a  Cop¬ 
per  Plate  red  hot  ,  it  will  prefently  penetrate  ,  and  leave  a 
White  Impreflion  ,  it  ftnoaks  upon  Fire ,  is  coagulated  in  the 

Air 
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Air  after  the  manner  of  Ice  :  and  when  this  Water  is  diftil- 
led  ,  ,the  Drops  of  it  do  not  enter  continually  as  other  Drops, 
but  one  is  diftilled  one  way,  another  another  way  5  this  Wa¬ 
ter  ads  not  upon  Metallick  Bodies ,  as  another  ftrong  Corro- 
five  Water ,  which  difiolves  Bodies  into  Water ,  but  if  Bo¬ 
dies  be  put  into  this  Water,  it  reduceth  and  refolves  them  all 
into  Mercury  ,  as  you  (hall  hear  hereafter. 

Paracelfus'  made  this  Water  by  the  following  Method . 

118.  TheMecurial  Water  of  Paracelfut.  . 

In  Append  ice  Manuals  de  Lap .  Phil.  Pag.  1 39.  , 

T  Ake  of  Mercury  feven  times  fublimed  with  Vitriol  Sal 
Niter ,  and  Alume ,  three  pounds  of  ( 'Vegetable )  Sal 
armomacl^Ix[bX\xri(z&  three  times  with  Salt ,  clear  and 
white ,  one  Pound  and  a  half  ,  being  ground  together  and 
alcolized,  fublime  them  in  aSublimatory  nine  hours  in  Sand: 
Being  cold,  draw  off  the  Sublimate  witbuaFeather,  and  with 
the  reft  fublime  ,  as  before  :  This  Operation  repeat  four 
times  ,  till  no  more  fuhlimes  ,  and  a  Black  Mafs  remains  in  . 
the  bottom  flowing  like  Wax  5  being  cold  take  it  out ,  and 
being  ground  again  ,  imbibe  it  often  in  the  Water  of  Sal  ar- 
moniack prepared  according  to  Art  {the  Menflruum  defcri- 
bed  in  Numb.  91.  )  in  a  Gla(s  Diih  ,  and  being  coagulated 
of  it  felf ,  imbibe  it  again  ,  and  dry  nine  or  ten  times  over, 
till  it  will  fcarce  any  more  be  coagulated  :  Being  ground  fine¬ 
ly  upon  a  Marble  ,  diffolve  it  in  a  moift  place  to  a  clear  Oil, 
which  you  rauft  re&ifie  by  Diftillation  in  A  flies  from  all  Fe¬ 
ces  and  Seditnent.  This  Water  keep  diligently  as  the  beft 
of  all. 

Lully  made  his  Mercurial  Water  0/Mercury  and  Mr  Stink¬ 
ing  Menftruum  thus , 
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'  i  i  p.  The  Slinking  Mercvrial  Menftruum  o {Lully. 

Tag.  6$.  Teftam.  Novjffimi. 

TAke  of  the  Stinking  Menftrttum  four  Pounds  y  and  put 
in  one  pound  of  Mercury  Vive  ,  put  the  Matter  in  faU 
neo  or  Horfe  Dung  fix  days ,  and  it  will  be  all  converted  in- 
to  Water,  diftil  by  Balneo  ,  and  you  will  have  a  Mercurial 
Water  y  truly  Mineral. 

Ripley  followed  his  Mafier  in' the  way  of  making  the  Mer¬ 
curial  Water,  asfolloweth , 

•  “  *  .  .  '  N-O  .  ,  .  t  ./  ' 

i  so.  The  Mercurial  Green  Lion  of  Ripley. 
Pag.  310.  Vugillcz  Alchymhcz. 

TAke  Mercury  fublimed  with  Vitriol  and  common  Salt ,  to 
the  quantity  of  20  or  40  Pounds  (in  my  opinion  two  or 
four  ought  to  be  read  )  that  you  may  have  enough.  G  rind  it 
well  into  Powder  ,  and  put  it  in  a  Glais  Veflel  very  large  and 
ftrong  y  pour  to  it  fc  many  Pounds  of  the  moft  ftrong  Water 
(the  Stinking  Menjlruum  is  the  jlrongefl  Water  hi  the  Worlds 
Pag .  138.  Medulla)  as  there  are  Pounds  of  Mercury  :  Shake 
them  foundly  together ,  and  the  Veflel  will  become  fo  hot, 
that  you  can  fcarce  touch  it  $  flop  it  well ,  and  let  it  ftand 
nine  days  in  a  cold  place  fhaking  it  ftrongly  three  or  four 
times  each  day  : .  ‘  Which  done  ,  put  the  Veilel  in  a  Fornace 
of  ^Allies ,  and  with  a  moft  gentle  heat  diftil  away  all  the  \A- 
qua  Vta  (  Menjlruum  )  which  keep  fafe  by  it  felf ,  then  im¬ 
mediately  add  another  Receiver  well  luted  ,  kindle  a  moft 
ftrong  Fire  ,  and  continue  it  till  all  the  Golden  Liquor  is 
wholly  diftilled. 

The  fame  ways  as  the  Mercurial  Waters  are  made  ,  may  al - 
fo  be  made  Menfiruums  of  this  Kind  out  of  the  other  Metals , 
thus . 

\  '  -i 2,1.  The 
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1 2 1 .  The  Stinking  Lunar  Menjiruum  of'  Lully. 

In  Experimento  29. 

.  ,  .  1.  ,  ••  V  V.  '!  , 

TAkeof  the  aforelaid  Mineral  Water  ( defiribed  in  Numb. 
104.)  as  you  have  it  in  the  former  Experiment  (Numb. 
26.)  fix  or  eight  Ounces diflolve  in  it  one  Ounce  of 
Luna ,  which  diflolution  put  into  a  fmall  Retort  to  bediftil- 
led  by  Alhes  5  which  Diftillation  ceafing  ,  increafe  the  Fire  as 
much  as  poflible  ,  and  when  no  more  moifture  will  with 
this  degree  of  Firediftil,  cool  the  Veflel ,  receive  the  Diftil¬ 
led  Water  ,  wherein  is  the  Soul  of  Luna  ,  and  fecure  it  from 
refpiring. 

Thus  atfo  Lully  prepares  the  Water  of  Sol. 


122.  The  Stinking  Solar  Menjiruum  oi  Lully. 

In  Experm.  3 1. 

TAke  the  Aqua  Forth  or  Mineral  Water  (  deferibed  in 
Numb.  104.)  as  above  ,  and  in  every  Pound  thereof 
'diflolve  three  Ounces  of  the  Animal  Salt  prepared  and 
■fixed  ,  as  you  have  it  in  its  ( [Sixth )  Experiment :  Which  be¬ 
ing  diflolved  ,  diflolve  therein  two  Ounces  of  Gold  cement¬ 
ed  ,  as  you  know  ,  after  that  putrefie  eight  days  ,  then  di~ 
ftill  by  Balneo :  Now  that  which  remains  at  the  bottom  ,  will 
be  like  melted  Honey ,  upon  which  Matter  pour  again  fome 
of  its  own  Water  diftilled  by  Balneo  ,  fo  as  to  fwim  two  fin¬ 
gers  above  its  putrefie  for  a  natural  day, then  taking  away  the 
Antenotorium ,  put  on  an  Alembick  with  a  Receiver,  fo  dole, 
as  not  to  refpire  :  Difiil  by  Afhes  ,  till  no  more  wrill  diftil, 
then  increafe  the  Fire  a  little  ,  that  part  of  the  Air  may  pals 
into  the  Water  5  and  laftly  increafe  the  Fire  ,  that  alfo  the 
Element  of  Fire  may  pals  through  the  Alembick -5  and  when 
nothing  will  diftil  with  this  laft  degree  of  Fire,  cool  the  V cf- 
lel ,  take  away  the  Receiver  with  its  Diftilled  Water,  and 
keep  it  well  flopp'd.  R  r  ifaactis 
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Ifaacus  Hollandus  made  a  Mercurial  Water  fimetimes  with 
the  Mercury  o/Luna ,  thus. 


\  23.  Philofophers  Vinegar  made  of  the  Mercury 

of  Silver  of  Ifaacus. 

Cap.  99.  2.  Oper.  Min.  Pag.  49-2.  Veil  3.  ThXyni 
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’  Ake  of  the  Calx  of  Luna,  one  Pound ,  of  Sal  armoniack, , 
which  muft  be  clear  and  tranfparent  as  Criftal ,  with¬ 
out  moifture  ,  a  fourth' part ,  being  ground,  put  them 
in  a  Stone  Jugge ,  then  take  ( 'Pkilofophical )  Vinegar  diftilled 
five  or  fix  times  from  its  Phlegme  ,  fo  as  to  leave  no  Feces  5 
empty  the  Vinegar  into  another  Stone  Jugge  ,  and  having 
put  on  an  Alembick  ,  place  it  in  Balnea  :  The  Jugge  which 
the  ground  Calx  is  in ,  lute  well  to  the  beak  of  the  Alembick, 
and  let  the  Luting  be  throughly  dried  :  Then  make  Fire  un¬ 
der  the  Balnea,  and  diftil  the  Vinegar  leafurely  upon  the  Calx 
of  Lima  ;  and  fo  many  Pounds  as  you  have  of  the  Calx  of 
Luna  ,  fo  many  four  Pounds  of  Vipcgar  diftil  upon  it,  and 
when  all  the  Vinegar  is  diftilled  ,  let  it  cool  gently  the  fpace 
of  three  days  „  before  you  remove  the  Jugge  ,  for  if  you  re¬ 
move  it  looner,  the  Vinegar  ,  Luna  ,  and  Sal  armoniack^  will 
run  over  ,  and  you  will  retain  nothing  ,  lb  vehement  is  that 
Matter,  for  Cold  and  Hot  do  conie  together  ;  and  when  you 
would  remove  it  ,  have  a  Glafs  Stopple  ready  fitted  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Jugge,  or  Receiver  ,  which  you  muft  prclent- 
ly  lute  to  it ,  that  the  Virtue  may  not  evaporate  :  Then  fet 
the  Jugge  in  Balneo  ,  let  the  Fife  be  no  hotter  than  your 
hand  can  well  endure  in  the  Water  up  to  the  Knuckles ,  or 
then  may  he  drunk  without  burning,  and  thus  keep  it  the 
fpace  of  .fix  weeks :  Then  let  it  be  cold  ,  break  if,  andpre-  . 
fently  lute  an  Alembick  to  the  Jugge  very  firmly ,  and  put  a 
Receiver  to  the  Beak  ,  diftil  in  a  temperate  Balneo ,  whatfo- 
cver  will  diftil ,  and  when  now  no  more  diftils  ,  take  it  out, 
and  put  it  in  Alhes,  lute  the  Receiver  again  to  the  Beak,  and 
firft  apply  a  gentle  heat  ,  then  fometimes  a  ftronger  ,  till 
your  Mercury  begins  to  fublime  with  the  Sal  armmiac 4, 


as 
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as  white  as  Snow, and  hanging  to  the  White  Matter  with  clear 
Fibers ,  then1  keep  it  thus  (  till  you  fee  it  jhblimes  not )  in  the 
fame  heat ,  to  extratt  the  Mercury  purely  out  of  the  Earth  : 
Then  let  it  cool  ,  take  away  the  Alenibick  ,  take  out  the 
Mercury  being  fublimed  with  the  Sal  armoniacf ,  which  are 
fublimed  into  a  Mafs  together,  which  weigh,  that  you  may 
know  how  much  Mercury  you  fublimed  out  of  the  Calxes  ot 
Lttna ,  for  you  knew  how  much  Sal  armonirck .  you  put  in¬ 
to  the  Jugge  :  Then  put  the  Sublimate  again  into  aGlafi, 
and  again  lublime  ,  that  you  may  fee  whether  any  Feces  re¬ 
main  \  for  you  muft  repeat  the  Sublimation  till  no  Feces 
remain.  Keep  this  Mercury  till  I  teach  you  what  to  do  with 
it :  You  muft  know  that  in  that  VcTei  ,  wherein  you  fublt- 
med  the  Mercury  with  the  Sal  armoniacl^ ,  is  the  Body  (yom- 
tnonly  called  Caput  Mortuum  )  or  Element  of  Earth  with  its 
Oyl  or  Fire,  this  take  out  and  weigh  ,  that  fo  you  may  the 
better  know ,  how  much  Mercury  you  fublimed  alfo  out  of 
it ,  for  you  knew  how  much  of  the  Calx  of  Luna  you  had 
inthe  Jugge  ,  fo  you  may  certainly  know  how  much  you 
have  out  of  it  :  Then  put  your  Salt  or  Earth  into  a  Glafs, 
and  pour  Diftill’d  Vinegar  upon  it  ,  and  difiolve  it  into  a 
pure  Water  ,  if  it  yields  any  Feces  ,  pour  off  the  top  gra¬ 
dually  ,  and  congeal  again  ,  till  it  leaves  no  more  Feces, 
then  congeal  again  :  Then  have  you  your  Salt  prepared 
with  your  Earth  clear  as  Criftal.  Now  take  your  Sublimed 
Mercury  and  Sal  ar  monlack  ,  and  your  clear  Salt ,  and  grind 
'them  together  upon  a  Maible  dry  ,  being  ground,  put  all 
the  Matter  into  a  Glafs  Plate ,  fet  it  on  a  T ripos  or  our  Cal¬ 
cining  Fornace ,  and  there. let  it  ftand  fix  Weeks ,  and  apply 
fuch  a  heat  ,  as  if  you  would  keep  Lead  melted  without 
congealing:  Thole  fix  Weeks  being  expired  ,  let  it  cool , 
then  put  it  in  a  cold  Cellar  ,  and  cover  it  with  a  Lihncn 
Cloth,  that  no  duft  may  fall  in ,  and  in  thefpace  of  fix  or 
eight  days  it  will  be  wholly  difiolved  into  a  clear  Water. 
Now  you  muft  know  ,  this  is  the  Philofopers  clear  Vinegar, 
for  when  they  write  our  Vinegar ,  they  mean  this  Water,  and 
when  they  fay  Philofophers  Mercury ,  they  mean  this  Water, 
and  it  is  their  Vinegar  which  they  write'  or  fo  wonderful- 
ly  fpeakef. 

X  1  x  R  r  a  F rorn 
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From  the  Receipts  we  oblerve  : 

1.  That  Metals  and  Minerals  volatilized  with  Simple  Mi - 
neral  Menftruums  arc  Menftruums  of  this  Kind . 

2.  That  thefe  Menftruums  are  the  fame  with  the  Menftru¬ 
ums  of  the  Eighth  Kind  dijjolved  in  Simple  Mineral  Mm- 
ftruums  ,  but  differ  from  the  antecedent  Kind ,  in  being  made 
not  with  the  Spirit  of  Phil ofophical  Wine  ,  but  Philofophical 
Vinegar. 

3.  That  thefe  Menftruums  are  the  Eftences  dr  Magifteiies 
of  Things  tinging  Aiffolved  in  Simple  Mineral  Menftruums. 

4.  That  thofe  Menftruums  being  Mineral  or  Acid  ,  are  in 
Alchymical  Proceffes  better  than  the  Vegetable  Menftruums  of 
the  Eighth  Kind  ,  becaufe  fronger. 

5.  That  the  diffolutions  of  Metals  performed  by  thefe  Mercu¬ 
rial  Menftruums ,  have  been  by  the  Adepts  fometimes  called  A- 
malgamations.  You  muft  know  ,  faith  Ifaacus ,  That  this 
is  the  beft  Solution  ,  that  ever  was  found  in  the  World ,  for 
herein  is  no  error  of  Proportion  and  Weight.  For  Nature 
errs  not.  For  when  Mercury  is  diftblved ,  it  diflolves  other 
Metals  alfo,  as  is  rightly  taught  in  other  places^  Nor  will  it 
difiblye  more  than  it  is  able  ,  nor  will  it  receive  more  of  a 
Body  into  it  ,  than  its  Nature  can  bear.  For  whatfoever 
has  no  need  of  it  ,  it  cannot  diflolve.  And  it  is  the  beft 
Amalgamation  that  can  be  found.  ^•Oper.Min.Cap.io^.Pae;. 
494.  VoL  3.  Th.  Chym .  That  Bernhard  in  Epiftola  ad  Thomam 
treated  not  of  a  dry  but  of  this  moijl  Amalgamation,/ /ball  prove 
tlfewhere . 

6.  That  the  Menftruum  of  Venus ,  Sol,  Luna  ,  &c.  is  of 
the  fame  Virtue  ,  as  to  the  faculty  ofDiffolving  ,  with  the  Men¬ 
ftruum  of  common  Argent  Vive  3  this  Mercurial  Menftruum 
has  been  indeed  more  in  ufe  than  the  other  by  fome  Adepts^  he - 
caufe  of  the  more  eafieway  of  operating  upon  the  Open  Body  of 
Mercury,,  tho  it  be  lef  powerful  than  the  reji  in  Point  of 
Tinging . 

7.  That  there  are  divers  Kinds  of  Stinking  Menftruums  : 
The  Thirteenth  Kind  taught  us  how  to  diftil  the  mojl  Stinking 
Menftruum  of  all ^  out  of  Atrop  :  For  there  the.  Oyly  Matter  of 

the 
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the  Spirit  of  (Philofophicaf)  Wine  being  dijfolved  in  Vitriol,  is 
in  its  Di ft  ill  at  ion  purged  front  all  its  Putrid  F eculencies  p  but 
the  Twentieth  Kind  treats  0/ Menftruums  lefs  finking  ,  be¬ 
ing  made  of  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  now  purified  and 
fweet  :  The  prejent  Kind  produceth  from  the  fame  Matter 
.  Menftruums  of  the  fame  Name  indeed fut  not  of  the  fame  Stink? 
ing  Savour  f  olour ,  8cc.  For  Philofophical  Vinegar  *r,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  perfect  dijfolution  of  the  Spirit  ofPhilofophical  Wine, 
Diaphanous  ,  not  of  a  Milky  Colour  ,  but  in  the  Difi  illation  of 
a  Menftruum  it  is  made  Milky,  becaufe  the  Acidity  of  the  faid 
'Vinegar  being  debilitated  by  the  Aridity  of  a  Body  dijfolved  , 
cannot  retain  the  Unllious  Spirit  of  Philofophical  VV^ne  fo  well 
as  before  ,  but  in  the  precipitation  of  which  the  Di filled  Li¬ 
quor  becomes  Milky  b  fir  this  reafbn  the  Adepts  femetime  s  ad¬ 
ded  common  Vitriol  and  Niter  to  the  Azoquean  Vitriol ,  that 
the  faid  Spirit  might  the  better  be  dijfolved .  In  a  word  :  The 
greater  quantity  of  Philofophical  Vinegar  ,  or  any  other  Mine¬ 
ral  Menftruum  fronger  than  this ,  is  made  nfeof  in  the  making 
of  thefir  Menftruums ,  the  lefs  Milky  ,  and  lefi  Stinking  will 
the  Menftruums  be,  becaufe  made  not  of  the  embrionated  Stinky 
ing  Matter  of  the  Spiritof  Philofophical  Wine  ,  but  of  the 
Jame  purified  by^  Circulation  and  Di filiation. 

8.  That  thefe ',  as  all  other  Menftruums,  are  by Digefiion 
made  fiveet  and  tranfmuted  into  Dijfolvents  of  the  Eighth , 
Kind,  J 
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Mineral  Menftruums  compounded  of 
the  Philfophers  Vinegar ,  and  other 
Simple  Mineral  Menftruums  and 
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124.  The  Menpruum  of  Vt mis  of  l-aacus  Hollands. 

Cap.  82.  i.  Oper.  Miner. 


.  V.  i , 


■Will  now  Son  teach  you  how  to  make  the  Stone ,  which 
God  gives  us  freely.  You  muft  know  it  is  madedivers 
Ways  ,  but  t  will  teach  you  the  Way  which  I  learnt 
:  from  my  Father.  Take  of  theSfcwe  which  God  gives  us  free¬ 
ly  ( the  Vitriol  of  Venus')  as  much  as  fufficeth  ,  which  diOolve 
in  (Philofiphical  )  diftill’d  Vinegar ,  let  the  Feces  fettle ,  de¬ 
cant  the  Diffolution  from  the  Feces  warily,  and  filter ,  draw 
Off  the  Vinegar  with  a  gentle  Fire  ,  that  the  Matter  may  re- 
main  dry  5  being  dried  diflolve  it  again  in  Diftill  d  Vinegar, 
decant ,  filter  ,  and  draw  off,  and  that  to  be  four  times  re¬ 
peated  ,  r  till  no'  more  Feces  fettle  in  the  Solution  :  Then 
;  diftil'  away  the  Vinegar  with  a  gentle  Fire,  till  the  Matter  bc- 
•  comes  fo  dry  ,  as  to  flie  away  in  the  beating  of  it  into  Pow¬ 
der,  yet  retains  its  Spirits :  Now  it  is  prepared  for  Calcina- 
.  don.  You  muft  know  Son ,  that  this  Matter  is  in  its  N ature 
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Stiptick  and  Aftringent ,  partly  volatile,  partly  fixed,  and  To 
diflolved  in  DiftiVd  Vinegar ,  that  it  may  retain  the  lubtil 
Spirit  of  the  Vinegar ,  and  be  calcined  together  with  the 
faid  Spirit,  made  more  fubtil ,  be  better  opened  and  diflol¬ 
ved, for  the  Spirit  of  Vinegar  diffolves  well  before  all  things. 
The  Vitriol  being  thus  prepared  ,  Put  it  in.  a  Gla/s  Bottle  or 
Egg,,  lute  hermetically ,  but  the  Veflels  muft  be  fill'd  ,  that 
there  may  be  no  fpace  for  the  Spirits  to  elevate  themfelves , 
let  it  on  a  Tripos,  and  there  let  it  remain  in  a  temperate 
heat .  to  fubtiliate  it  felf :  Then  take  out  the  Matter ,  and 
pulverize  it,  put  .it  in  a  Cucurbit ,  put  on  an  Alembick  with 
a  Receiver  to  it ,  and  fo  diftil  in  Balneo  whatfoever  will 
diftil ,  it  will  be  diftilled  in  about  20  or  25  days:  Then 
lay  afide  the  Diftillation  ,  take  out  the  Feces  lying  at  the 
bottom  of  the  Cucurbit  ,  grind  them  very  fine  upon  a 
Stone  ,  put  them  in  a  Difiolving  Veflel  ,  pour  all  the 
Diftilled  Water  to  them  ,  feal  hermetically  ,  and  it  will 
be  all  diflolved  in  Balneo  without  Feces  5  diftil  the  Solu¬ 
tion  in  a  Cucurbit  through  an  Alembick  in  Balneo  with 
a  moderate  heat ,  that  all  the  Water  may  lepa r  ate  it  felf, 
which  keep  very  choicely*,  continue  the  Diftillation  in  Afhes, 
that  you  may  receive  the  Element  of  Air  in  the  form  of  a  ve¬ 
ry  noble  Citrine  Oyl  5  and  this  muft  be  done  with  a  ftrong 
Fi  e  ,  lay  afide  the  Air  by  it  felf  very  well  flopped  near  the 
Water :  The  Feces  being  as  red  as  blood  ,  take  out  of  the 
Cucurbit  ,  guild  them  to  an  Impalpable  F^owder  upon  a 
Stone ,  put  them  in  a  Glals  Bottle  or  Egge  ,  feal ,  and  fet  it; 
90  days  and  nights  on  a  Tiipos  to  be  fubtil iated  with  a  tem¬ 
perate  heat ,  then  take  out  the  Matter  ,  grind  it  to  Powder, 
put  it  in  a  D  flol  ving  Veflel ,  pour  to  it  the  Element  of  Wa¬ 
ter  {above  dijhllecT)  leal,  and  put  it  in  Balneo  ,  to  be  diflol¬ 
ved  ,  as  before  5  diftil  the  Solution  through  an  Alembick  in 

-  Afhes  ( the  Receiver  muft  be  put  into  cold  Water )  increafe 
the  Fire  by  degrees ,  till  at  length  it  be  hot  *>  fo  let  it  conti¬ 
nue  five  or  fix  days,  and  in  the  mean  time  will  afeend  the  Ele¬ 
ment  of  Fire  in  the  form  of  a  Red  Oyl ,  fuffer  it  to  be  cool¬ 
ing  three  or  four  days, ,  then  take  away  the  Receiver ,  keep 
it  very  well  fl  opp’d  ,  &rc. 
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Annotations. 


;  A' 


E  have  had  divers  graduated  Vitriols  in  the  former 
Receipts  ,  which  have  yielded  us  divers  Menftru- 
;  ums.  The  Vitriol  in  this  Kind  is  made  better  than 

<  all  of  them  3  for  it  is  made  ofV  itriol  graduated  in  a  clofe  Vef- 
fefi  fixed  according  to  Art ,  and  again  difiolved  in  Philofo¬ 
phical  Vinegar  ,  that  by  Di  filiation  it  may  be  made  abetter 
Menftruum  than  tkofe  before .  In  the  Ninth  Kind  of  Vegetable 
Menftruums  the  graduated  Vitriol  0/Mercury  ,  made  0/Mer- 

'  ctfry  fublimed  and  Salt  circulated ,  is  in  a  clofe  Vefiel  reverbe¬ 
rated  into  a  Fixed  Powder  r  which  Crocus  of  Mercury  then 
volatilized  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  ,  makes  a 
r  Vegetable  Menftruum.  If  the  fame  graduated  Vitriol  */Mer- 

<  cury  be  in  a  clofe  Vefiel  reverberated  into  a  Fixd  Precipitate , 
and  then  difiolved  ,  not  in  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine, 
but  Philofophical  Vinegar,  or  fome  other  Mineral  Menftruum, 

,  it  will  be  thereby  made  a  Menftruum  of  this  Kind .  That  which 
isfpoken  of  the  Vitriol  of  Mercury  ,  mu  ft  he  alfo  under  flood  of 
the  prefent  Vitriol  of  Venus  in  our  Receipt  3  where  Ifaacus  dij- 
folves  thefaid  Vitriol  in  Phiofophical  Vinegar,  depurates  and 
graduates  which  then  he  calcines  ,  that  is0  fixeth  upon  a  Tri¬ 
pos  3  being  fixed  it  muft  be  difiolved  in  new  Philofophical  Vi¬ 
negar,  and  volatilized ,  before  the  Di  filiation  of  it ,  as  appears 
<■  by  the  Defcription  of  the  fame  Menftruum  elfewl  ere.  given. 


125..  A.Meriftruum  of  Vitriol  oUfaacus  Hollandm. 

.  Cap.  62.  2 .  Oper.  Min. 

1  Ake  a  great  quantity  of  Roman  Vitriol ,  1  o  or  1 2  Pounds, 
rather  more  thanlefs,  as  much  as  you  will ,  and  dif-  ^ 
folve  the  Vitriol  in  common  Water3  let  the  Feces  fet-  * 
tie, put  the  clear  Diflolution  in  a  Stone  Velkl  to  be  congealed, 
till  a  thin  skin  comes  over  it,  then  let  it  cool  and  ftand  three 
daysa,nd  you  will  have  notable  Stones  of  a  green  colour  clear 

<  as 
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as  Criftal  =,  take  out  thofe  Stones ,  and  put  them  in  final! 
Glafs  Veflels  in  a  clean  Balneo  to  dry  ,  the  Balneo  muft 
have  fuch  a  heat  as  is’ of  the  Sun  in  the  middle  of  Sum¬ 
mer  ,  and  your  Stones  will  be  turned  into  a  white  Pow¬ 
der,  which  Powder  diflolve  in  common  Diftill’d  Water,  and 
let  the  Feces  fettle,  decant  the  clear  into  a  clean  Vefiel ,  as 
before  ,  and  let  it  be  congealed  ,  as  before  ;  this  repeat,  till 
you  can  fee  no  Feces  left  \  when  you  have  thus  walked  and 
made  your  Powder  white  ,  you  may  be  allur'd  your  Vitriol 
is  rightly  prepared.  Now  take  the  white  powder  of  VttrioL 
put  it  in  a  Glals  Vefiel  with  a  Neck  pretty  long ,  and  feal  the 
Neck  with  the  Seal  of  Hermes  fo,  that  no  Air  can  either  pals 


out  or  in  ;  and  then  put  it  in  a  Plate  with  lifted  Afnes  upon 
a  Fornace  ,  put  fire  under  ,  and  put  a  Burning  Lamp  under 
the  Fornace,  adding  luch  a  heat  as  the  Sun  yields  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  March  ,  and  thus  keep  it ,  till  you  fee  your  Matter 
grow  yellow,  and  continue  it  in  the  fame  heat,  till  it  be  per- 
feftly  ruddy,  then  increafethe  Fire  a  little ,  that  is,  put  un¬ 
der  one  Lamp  more  ,  and  thus  continue  it  eight  or  ten  days, 
and  then  fee  whether  your  Matter  begins  not  to  be  red  ,  if  it 
begins  to  be  red,  increafe  your  Fire ,  and  fo  continue  it  eight 
or  ten  days  :  But  if  you  gain  nothing  in  redncls ,  increafe 
your  Fire  with  yet  one  Lamp ,  and  fo  proceed  gradually  al¬ 
ways  one  Lamp  being  kindled  ,  till  your  Matter  be  as  deep  a 
red  ,  as  a  Rofe  or  Ruby  =,  it  being  now  fo  deeply  red,  fuller 
it  even  thus  the  fpace  of  eight  or  ten  days  in  the  fame  heat } 
when  you  fee  your  Matter  remains  in  the  fame  date  ,  take  it 
out  of  the  Plate  with  Afhes,and  empty  it  into  another  ftrong 
Glals,  pour  a  good  quantity  of  (Philofophical)  diftill’d  Vi¬ 
negar  upon  it,  and  put  it  in  Balneo  ,  let  it  boil,  and  ftir  it 
with  a  Woodden  Spatula  three  or  four  times  every  day,  and 
thus  continue  it  four  days  and  nights  ,  then  let  it  cool ,  and 
pour  oft' the  clear  and  again  pour  on  Diftill’d  Vinegar,  and 
that  repeat  three  times  =,  then  throw  away  the  Feces ,  and 
draw  off  the  Vinegar  through  an  Alembick  in  Balneo  ,  till 
your  Matter  become  altogether  dry  5  pour  on  new  Vinegar, 
and  do  as  before  ,  and  that  fo  long,  till  no  more  Feces  remain 
in  the  Diflolution  :  Then  congeal  it  into  a  dry  Powder , 
which  put  into  a  good  thick  Glafs,  and  putting  on  an  Alem- 
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bick  with  a  large  Head,  diftil  in  order  to  obtain  fir  ft  Saffron 
Colour’d  Spirits ,  then  a  Red  Oyl,  laftly,  white  Spirits ,  then 
let  it  cool,  take  awray  the  Receiver,  and  keep  that  truly  blef- 
fed  Oyl  which  is  in  it.  Take  away  the  Alembick  ,  and  in  the 
Pot  you  will  find  a  Matter  white  as  Snow  ,  and  clear  as  Cri- 
ftal,  &c. 

The  re  ay  of  making  of  this  Menfiruum  ,  we  will  confider  in 
its  fever  al  Branches. 

The  fir  ft  is  concerning  the  choice  of  Vitriol ,  which  Reafott 
require s  as  well  as  the  antecedent  Receipt  to  he  graduated ,  that 
is,  diffolved  either  in  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  ,  or  Phi- 
lofiophical  Vinegar  ,  andCriflallized  ,  for  the  Calcination  of 
common  Vitriol ,  diffolved  in  common  Water ,  and  purified ,  in 
a  clofe  Veffel  to  a  n/oji  red  colour ,  is  altogether  Impojjihle,  and 
of  no  Ejficacy  neither  }  for  nothing  hit  the  common  Acid  or  com¬ 
mon  Spirit  of  Vitriol  is  extracted  .out  of  common  Vitriol ,  he  if 
never  fo  well  purified  and  calcined Vitriol  therefore  well 
Purged  in  common  Water ,  is  to  he  chofen  according  to  the  pre- 
Jent  Receipt ,  hut  after  that ,  according  to  the  antecedent  well 
diffolved  in  Philofophical  Vinegar  ,  that  it  may  he  thereby  made 
graduated  Vitriol ,  and  the  fit  Matter  of  this  Menfruum. 

The  fecond  Branch  treats  of  the  calcination  or  fixation  of  this 
graduated  Vitriol  into  rednefs  :  Corncerning  which, the  former 
'procefs  was  too  ohfeure',  hut  the  prefent  or  later  clear  enough  : 
Thi  s  Calcination  is  the  true  and  Philofophical  way  of  fixing  this 
Vitriol  ,  and  that  chiefly  ,  hecaufe  citrinity. and  rednefs  follow 
blacfnefs  and  whitenefs  ,  the  true  figns  of  volatilization  as 
well  as  fixation  ,  of. which  Thp.  Ifaacus  faid .  nothing  in  both 
the  Receipts, yet  other  Adepts  have  mentioned  thefe  Colours  in  the 
fixing  of  Vitriol.  Take  that  Stone ,  faith  Ripley,  Cap.  7.  Phil. 
Cupri Stillicidium  (the  Green  Lyon  of  Foots,  or  common 
Vitriol  graduated  )  and  put  it ,  being  ground  into  a  Philofo- 
phers  Egg,  and  proceed  upon  it  by  the  way  of  Putrefaction, 
as  was  declared  in  the  Procefs  of  Rebis  ,  and  continue  the 
Stone  upon  the  Fire ,  till  after  blacknefs  and  whitenefs,  it  is 
turned  into  a  red  Po  wder ,  which  many  call  Vitriol  Ruhifi- 
ccited. 

But 
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But  here  rifeth  feme  doubt ,  in  that  the  Red  Colour  of  this 
Calcined  Vitriol ,  ferns  to  be  by  Ifaacus  hi mfilf  called  Volatile, 
not  in  the  f  aft  fixed.  This  Matter ,  faith  ha ,  will  remain 
red  for  ever,-  and  not  fixed ,  for  if  it  Ihould  be  fi  xed,  it  would 
be  altogether  corrupted, for  it  rauft  be  Difiolved  into  Water, 
and  ditfilkd  through  an  Alembic^,  Cap.  65.  To difperfthn  ■ 
Cloud ,  you  mu  ft  know ,  the  meaning  ofil aacus  is,  that  Vitriol 
calcined  ,  or  by  what  way  foever  reduced  into  rednefs  ,  remains 
red, but  not  alfo fixedfecaufe  it  mufi  be  difiolved  in  Philofophi- 
car  Vinegar  ,  and  Difti lied  through  an  Alembick.  For  we 
find  the  like  ,  if  not  the  fame  Phrafi  ,  concerning  tie  rednefs 
and  fixity  of  the  Philolbphers  Stone  ,  which  willeafily  remove 
the  aforefaid  doubt :  When  the  Stone  is  perfect ,  faith  he  ,  it 
ought  to  remain  in  that  State  now  and  for  evermore.  After 
.Perfection ,  it  cannot  be  changed  for  better  nor  for  worfe , 
but  will  remain  a  Ring  for  ever.  Wherefore,  if  any  Man  has 
prepared  the  true  Philofophers  Stone ,  no  Multiplication' fol¬ 
lows  after  ^  wherefoever  Multiplication  follows  after  Perfe¬ 
ction,  there  is  not  the  Philofophers  Stone ,  nor  is  there  a  true 
Stone.  It  may  be  a  Medicine,  or  other  Stone ,  of  which  fort 
are  many  wherewith  Projection  is  made,  but  it  is  not  the  P h i- 
lofopl  ers  Stone ,  which  we  here  Difcourfe  of.  When  the 
aforefaid  Stone  is  perfect  and  prepared ,  it  ought  to  remain  in 
that  State  for  ever,  Cap.  127.  1.  Oper.  Miner.  Pag.  407.  Vol.%. 
Th.  Chyrn. 

As  to  the  Permanence  of  the  red  colour  in  the  Philofophers 
Stone ,  he  declares  the  following  Notions  :  In  Multiplication , 
faith  he  ,  no  blacknefs  intervenes  ,  nor  do  any  Colours  of  the 
'World  Ihew  themfelves ,  nor  any  Whitenefs ,  nor  in  Subli¬ 
mation  does  any  thing  (hew  it  (elf  befides  rednefs ,  nor  in  fix¬ 
ation  does  any  Colour  (hew  its  (elf  except  its  own  ,  that  is , 
an  egregious  rednefs :  For  the  Stone  hath  no  other  Colour 
’but  rednefs ,  for  it  is  one  only  fubftance  ,  one  fingle  matter , 

-  and  as  the  Heaven -invincible  :  You  muft  alfb  know,  tho  it 
were  fublimed ,  it  would  not  be  deprived  of  all  its  fixity  , 
for  when  the  Stone  is  made  and  prepared  in  the  irauoft  vertue 
of  it ,  then  can  it  not  be  changed  out  of  its  own  Ettence  into 
another ,  for  if  the  Stone  could  be  changed  or  drawn  out  of 
its  own  Eflence  into  another  Eflcnce  or  Nature  ,  it  would  not 

S  f  2  -  be 


r  ) 

be  the  Philofophers  Stone,  nor  one  Angle  Matter,  nor  a  glo¬ 
rified  Body  }  no,  no,  underftand  my  Dilcourle  rightly,  &c. 
Cap.  72.  1.  Oper.  Min .  Pag.  355.  of  the  fame  Volume. 

Ilaacus  being  perhaps  perfwaded  of  an  unalterable  conflancy 
of  rednefs  oiferved  in  the  Multiplication  of  the  Stone  of  higher 
Degree  or  Kind  ,  concludes  the  Philofophers  Stone  to  he  alto¬ 
gether  and  alfolutely  immutable  :  which  Opinion  to  defend  in 
every  part ,  he  has  fooncr  ventured  to  deny  the  volatilization  it 
felfofthe  Stone ,  than  give  way  to  the  altering  of  fixity  in  Mul¬ 
tiplication  :  Yon  mu  ft  know,  faith  he,  if  the  Stone  werelub- 
I  lined  ,  yet  would  it  not  be  deprived  of  its  fixity.  Tea ,  he 
has  chofen  rather  to  prevert  his  own  Senfis  f  for  he  himfelf 
hath  in  the  fame  place  taught  how  to  volatilize  the  Philofb - 
phers  Stone  ,  with  fome  Jhining  Menfiruumf  and  the  Senfe 
of  the  Word-  Fix  (  tloupon  this  Term  depends  one  half  of 
all  the  Operations  in  the  more  fecret  Chy my  )  than  relinquiflj 
this  fallacy  derived  from,  a  Paralogifm.  The  Stone,  faith  he 
may  be  fo  often  opened  as  aforelaid ,  and  after  that  fublimed* 
and  again  condenfed  lo  as  to  unite  its  parts ,  which  we  call 
Fixation }  we  term  it  indeed  Fixation,  but  it  is  not  Fixation, 
but  only  Condensation ,  fo ,  as  that  all  the  fubtil  parts  of  it 
are  again  forced  into  anUnion  joyntly  together, as  they  were 
at  fir  ft  ,  and  the  Stone  will  again  expeft  Fire,  and  we  may  a- 
gain  make  Projection  with  it ,  as  we  did  before.  Cap.  yfc 
read  73,  7  4,  75.  Chapters  of  the  fame  Booh. 

What  wejave- again  ft  ibis  Opinion,  we  will  refer ve  for  the 
Third  Bookjy ,  in  :t  he, mean  time it  will  be  requifite  for  you  to  ob - 
ferve  this  one  thing  :  That  the.  Matter  of  Calcined  Vitriol ,  as 
alfo  of  the  Philofophers  Stone,  multiplied,  remains  for  ever  red, 
blit  not, fixed,  becaufie  .either  of  them  may  be  volatilized  with 
Philofophical  Menftruunis.  But  let  them  be  how  they  will ,  the 
Vitriol,  of  Saturn  fixed  the  fame  way  by  the  fame  Author ,  will 
prove  that  the  graduated  Vitriol  of  Venus, ,  calcined  to  rednefs 
hr  a  clofeVejfel  is  fixed,-  Take,  faith  he.  ,  aGlais  Viol ,  put 
in  it  one  half  of  Purged  Saturn  (  Sugar  of  Saturn  made  not 
with  common  Di filled,  Vinegar.,  but. Philofiphical )  relerve  the 
other  part  by  it  felf  till  you  have  occafion ,  put  a  fit  Glafs  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Viol ,  and  put.the  Glafs.in  lifted  Allies  in 
a  fotnace,  of  Tripos  Arcanorunt,  or  oiy  a  Foruace. therein  I 
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you- calcine  Spirits  give  it  a  Fire  as  hot  as  the  Sun  is  at  Mid- 
hummer,  no  more,  except  by  chance  a  little  hotter  or  colder, 
provided  it  be  not  fo  great  as  to  melt  the  Lead  ,  for  fo  your  .  , 
Matter  would  be  liquid  as  Oyl  ,  and  (hould  it  ftand  fo  the 
fpaceof  12  days ,  all  the  Sulphur  would  fly  away  ,  and  the 
Matter  be  corrupted ,  for  the  Sulphur  of  it  is  not  yet  fixed  , 
and  on  the  outfide  only ,  and  therefore  the  Matter  is  moftea- 
fily  melted, and  though  it  he  pure,  yet  is  it  not  fixed  5  where¬ 
fore  the  Fire  muft  be  fo  gentle  as  not  to  melt  the  Matter  5  let  ' 
it  ftand  fo  the  fpaceofSix  Weeks,  after  which  take  a  little,  1 

projeft  it  upon  a  hot  Iron,  if  it  prefently  melts  and  fumes ,  it 
is  not  yet  fixed ,  but  if  it  remains,  the  Sulphur  of  it  is  fixed : 

Then  increafe  the  Fire  notably  ,  till  your  Matter  becomes 
,  citrine ,  and  fo  continually  till  it  grows  red ,  ftill  increafing 
the  Fire  till  it  attains  to  the  colour  of  Rubies  y  increafe  till  it 
is  red  hot ,  and  then  is  it  fixed,  and  prepared  for  Infufion  , 
with  the  Noble  Wa  t  e  r  of  Para di fe ( t heMen fl ru a m  defiribedin  , 

Numb.  1 I-4.J)  '  v 

Befides  this , ,  there  is  indeed  another  way  alfio  of  calcining 
Fhilofophical  V  itriol ,  which  is  done  in  an  open  Ikjfe.l.  y  thjt$ 
graduated  Verdi grefe  is  calcined  to.  rednefs  before  the  Difiil-  - 
lation  of  it ,  in  the. preparation  of  the  Spirit  ofy  enus  tfjfBafilius, 
as  we  have  obfirved  in  the  precedent  Kind  ,  but  this ;  belongs 
not  to  this  place  ,:  for  /ieCalx  remains  volatile ,  not  fixed  ., 
which  way  cf  Calcining  was  invented  meerly  for  the.  feperation  of 
the  Fhlegme.  •.  *  ,? 

*  The  third  Branch  confifis  in  a  new  dijfblution  of  this  fixed 
Vitriol  in  .Fhilofophical  Vinegar  ,  for  which  Reafon  this  Vi¬ 
triol  is  volatilized  again, and  made  fit  for  Di  filiation,  in  the 
former  Receipt ,  this  Solution  is  wholly  omitted  ,  but  more  ex > 
aftly  defir/bed.  in  the, latter  Procefs, 

The  fourth  Branch  is  the  Jingle  ,  and  frequent  Di  filiation  in 
the  fiver  al  ways  of  making  all  tkefi  -Stinking Menftruums, 
this  excepted  r  that  out  of  this  graduated  ,  fixed,  and  again  * 
volatilized  Vitriol ,  the,  Spirit  afcends  not  White  but  of  a 
Saffron  Colour  (becaufi  more  Mature  )  before  the  RedOyU'y 
andlafily ,  the  White  Spirit  appears  alfio, being  extracted  out  of 
the  Salt  or  White  Bodv. 

«...  -  ■  -  ■  j  *  -* 
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Laftly ,  Tkefe  words  following  do  prove,  that  the fame  Men- 
fh  uums  may  he  alfo  made  of  any  other  Metals.  But  if  you 
would  extra#  an  Oyl  out  of  Metals  ,  as  has  been  taught  of 
Vitriol  you  muft  difiolve  your  Metal  in  Aqua  fortis ,  and 
make  it  precipitate ,  and  wafh  away  the  Saltneis  cf  it  with 
common  Water ,  and  being  dryed,  put  into  a  Glafs 
with  along  Neck  ,  and  congealed  ,  and  put  upon  a  F ornate 
with  Sifted  Aihes,  make  a  Fire  underit  as  for  Vitriol ,  till  the 
Metal  be  aloe-ether  red,  and  till  the  infide  of  it  is  turn’d  out¬ 
ward  :  Then  diflolve  it  in  DiftiVd  Vinegar,  as  the  Vitriol , 
and  Conge  al,  till  no  more  Feces  remain :  Then  diftil,  and 
the  Metal  will  wholly  diftil  into  a  Red  Oyl ,  and  it  is 
the  perfe#  Oyl  of  the  Philofophers ,  but  the  Projeftion  of 
it  is  not  fo  high  ,  as  of  the  Oyl  which  was  firft  Salt :  And  the 
Oyl  of  every  Metal  you  muft  Multiply  with  the  Oyl  of Vitriol, 
as  aforefaid  :  And  the  Oyl  is  very  eafily  made  after  the  fame 
manner  out  of  Saturn,  and  the  Projection  of  it  is  very  high  : 
Give  thanks  to  God,  Work,  and  remember  the  Poor ,  dif- 
penfe  the  gifts  of  God  to  your  own  Salvation  ,  Cap.  80.  2. 
bper.MiiATag.478.  of  the  fame  Volume. 

All  MctAsfaith  he,  Cap.  67.  of  the  fame  Workjtven.  jupiter 
m&  Luna,  will  become  red  as  blood ,  for  the  infide  of  all 
Metals  is  red ,  one  more  red  than  another  :  When  therefore 
they  are  brought  to  rednefs ,  they  muft  then  be  difiolved 
( in  Philofophical  Vinegar  )  and  again  congealed  ,  till  they 
be  free  from  any  Feces  ,  and  yet  contain  their  Elements  to¬ 
gether  perfectly 5  for  when  they  are  brought  to  that  pitch  , 
nothing  remains/ave  only  Feces  *,  for  the  Earth  ( the  Caput 
Mart  Hum')  being  made  fubtil  and  liquid ,  is  likewife  diilol- 
ved,  when  you  have-made  it  fubtil  by  Dil  olving  and  Coa¬ 
gulating  fo  ,  as  that  no  more  Feces  remain.  Thus  you  may 
Diftil  irthrough  an  Alemhuf into  a  Red  Oyl.  As  you  was 
here  taught  concerning  Vitriol ,  fo  muft  you  alfo  do  with  ail 
Metals, as  alfo  Mercury ,  when  it  is  difiolved  in  Aqua  Forth , 
and  precipitated  ,-the  Saltnefs  walh’d  away  and  dried ,  put  it 
in  a  Glafs ,  as  was  faid  of  Vitriol ,  and  done  moreover  fo ,  as 
'  .was  taught  before  concerning  Vitriol.  And  that  which  is 
here  declar’d  of  Metal ,  you  may  al  fo  do  with  Antimony{and 

Mother  Minerals}  Open  your  Ears, and  hearken,  and  open 

-  -  your 
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your  Mind  ,  it  was  never  heard  that  fuch  a  Work  fliould  be 

done  with  fo  little  Pains. 

Here  I  would  advife  you  to  take  Notice  of  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  Oyls  of  Vitriol  and  other  bodies  3  the  like  Oyl  is  pro¬ 
duced  from  all  Metals  as  from  Vitriol,  yet  with  this  difference , 
that  Vitriol  in  the  Dijlillation  of  its  Oyl  ,  leaves  an  Earth  or 
Salt  behind  iti,  wherewith  the  Spirit  and  Oyl  of  it  are  fixed 
into  the  Philofophers  Stone  3  but  Metals  and  the  reft  of  the 
Minerals  not  fo  ,  they  totally  afeending  into  Spirit  and  Oyl , 
no  Earth,  Salt  or  Caput  mortuum  remaining  ,  whereby  to  be 
fixed  into  the  Stone  Vitriol  therefore  is  that  alone,  which  hath 
all  thingsin  it ,  relating  to  the  Perfect  ion  ofitfilf  whereas  the 
Oyls  and  Spirits  of  therefi  are  forced  foborrow  fixed  bodieselfe- 
wkerefer  their  fixations.  You  muft  know ,  faith  he ,  when 
you  would  reduce  the  Salt  of  ^Petals  to  an  Oyl ,  the  lame 
as  hath  been  laid  of  Vitriol,  the  Elementary  Earth  of  Metals 
will  diflil  together  ,  with  the  Oyl  red  as  blood,  but  that  the 
Earth  of  Vitriol  does  not ,  the  Oyl  feperates  it  felf  from  the 
Earth :  God  hath  vouchfafed  fuch  a  bleffing  ,  that  the  Phi¬ 
losophers  Stone  may  be  made  of  it  alone  without  Addition  , 
ttanflating  all  Metals  into  true  Sol ,  but  the  Oyl  of  itmuft  be, 
fixed  with  the  Earth  ( its  own  Earth  or  Salt')  but  that  is  not 
fo  with  Metals  ,  the  Earth  diftils  together  through  the  Alem-. 
kick-,  and  the  whole  Body  is  converted  into  Oyl,  tranflating 
all  Metals  into  true  Sol:  Herein  do  all  the  Philofophers  agree. 
An  Oyl ,  he  goes  on  ,  is  alfo  made  of  Mercury,  and  of  Anti¬ 
mony  ,  but  their  Earth  goes  over  together ,  and  their  whole 
Body  turnsinto  Oyl',  and  remains  an  Oyl  for  ever ,  and  with 
this  Oyl  you  may  do  wonderful  things ,  which  here  to  recite 
would  be  too  long.  You  know  alfo  what  is  written  of  Anti¬ 
mony  and  the  Oyl  of  it.  Yet  muft  my  Son  know ,  That  the 
Oyl  of  Mercury  is  much  better  in  all  works,  wherein  the  Oyl 
of Antimony  is  ufed.  This  is  a  Secret.  Cap.  69.  and  70.  of  the 
fame  Work.- 

An  Example  ,  That  Metals  wholly  afeend  into  Oyl ,  he  brings 
in  the  following  Chapter,  namely  the  70th ,  which  ive  mil 
name. . 


126.  The 
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'  1 2 6.  The  Circulatum  Majus  o (Ifaaius. 

■  Cap.  70.  2.  Oper.  Min.  Pag.  474.^0/.  3.  Chym. 

TAke  this  Mercury  (  the  Metals  fublimed  in  the  Philofb- 
phical  Menftruuflis  aforegoing  )  Di helve  it  in  Aqua 
Forth ,  with  an  equal  quantity  of  Vitriol  and  Niter ... 
being  Diflolved  ,  put  the  Solution  in  a  Glafs  Veflel ,  put  on 
an  Alembick,  fet  it  in  Sifted  Afhes ,  give  firft  a  gentle  Fire  , 
Didil  the  Aqua  Forth  from  it,  then  the  Mercury  will  fublime 
upwards  into  the  Alembic  j ,  when  it  wilk  fublime  no  more , 
take  it  away  5  take  the  Mercury  out  of  the  Alembicj,  put  it 
in  a  Glafs  with  a  long  neck ,  as  you  did  with  the  Vitriol ,  put 
:  it  in  a  Veflel  with  Sifted  Aflres ,  light  your  Lamp  under  it , 
fo  leave  it,  till  it  be  perfectly  red  ,  as  hath  been  taught  of 
Vitriol  5  Diflolve  ,  Congeal,  being  clean  ,  Diflil  it  into  a  red 
Gyl  ,  as  hath  beeii  laid  ot  Vi  trio  l,  but  all  the  Mercury  diftils 
into  Oyl ,  foas  to  leave  no  Earth. 

The  Menifmurn  immediately  antecedent  in  Numb.  125  ,-  is 
in  all  things  clear  ,  except  the  firjl  Br  anch  of  it ,  wherein  iso - 
nutted  the  necejfary  Dijfolution  of  Vitriol  in  Philofophicai 
Vinegar  ,  before  the  Calcination  of  it  into  rednefs  or  fixation. 
The  firjl  Menftruum  of  this  Kind  is  i  nip  erf  eft  ,  not  indeed  in 
this ,  but  in  another  Branch  ,  infomuch  as  it  is  not  therein  de¬ 
clared  ,  that  Vitriol  mu  ft  after  the  Calcination  of  it ,  be  again 
Dijfolved  in  Philofophicai  Vinegar.  In  this  prefent  third  , 
Tho  it  be  faid  ,  that  it  ought  to  be  made  according  to  the  rule  of 
the  precedent  Menfh  uums  ,  there  is  no  mention  at  all  made  of 
Phi lolop h  icaP  Vi nega r ,  yet  ivithout  it ,  Vitriol  can  neither  be 
fixed  into  rednefs  ,  nor  when  fixed  fie  again  Volatalized  or  Di- 
jlilled .  Thef Receipts  therefore  mujl  be  compared  as  often  as  the 
Adepts  have  either  through  too  much  fear  or  envy  left  us  them 
imp  erf  elf  :  It  is  enough,  if by  comparing  them  together ,  we  can 
pi  efi  out  their  meaning  W  intention  ,  being  not  fully  enough  ex - 
prefjed  in  every  circum  fiance,  the  terms  being  either  too  objure, 
or  altogether  omitted.  Bodies  in  this  Kind  are  to  be  fixed  , 
and  t  hen  ^volatilized  by  Mineral  Men  ft  ru  urns,  as  Mercury  and 

Antimony, 
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Antimony  ,  in  the  Ninth  Kind,  are  firjl  fixed ,  and  then  di- 
jli lied  in  the  greater  Circulatums  by  vegetable  Menftruums: 
This  Uq\a  borrow'd  from  thefaid  Ninth  Kind,  will  dijpel  all 
the  Obscurities  and  Doubts  of  this  Kind.  Vitriol  therefore 
purged  with  common  Water  by  Solutions  and  Coagulations  , 
mujl  firjl  be  graduated,  that  is  fever al  times  dijjolved  in 
Philofophical  Vinegar  and  coagulated  according  to  the  Receipt 
in  Numb.  125,  as  Mercury  is  diffolved  in  the  Water  of  Salt, 
circulated  in  the  Circulatum  majus  of  Mercury.  This  Vitriol 
being  graduated  in  a  clofe  Vejfel ,  mufi  be  fixed  into  a  mojl  red 
Powder  ,  and  being  fixed ,  then  dzjfolved  and  coagulated  in 
Philofophical  Vinegar  ,  that  it  may  again  become  volatile , 
as  Mercury  being  fixed  in  its  own  Circulatum  ,  is  again  made 
volatile  by  virtue  of  the  Spirit  ^/Philofophical  Wine.  At  lajl 
the  Vitriol  is  to  be  Di filled  into  its  Spirits .  Now  by  hyiow^ 
ing  the  method  ,  it  is  manifeji  that  the  myfiery  of  the  Receipts 
cmfijls  in  Vinegar,  but  to  remove  all  fcruple  from  thefe  mojl 
excellent  Menftruums  ,  we  will  prove  by  the  very  words  of 
Ifaacus  himfelf ,  that  he  meant  not  a  common  but  Philofophical 
Menftruum.  Have  not  I  taught  you  ,  faith  he  ,  how  to 
draw  all  Metals  through  the  Alembic 4,  fo  as  to  Diftil  wholly 
into  Oyl ,  leaving  nothing  $  but  that  alone  does  the  ftrong 
Spirit  of  Vinegar ,  and  makes  them  ( Metals Jko  be  perfe&ly 
feparatedand  reftified  from  their  Feces,  within  and  without, 
as  I  taught  you ,  and  that  the  infide  fhould  be  onward,  and 
the  outfide  inward  ,  and  then  they  are  fo  refolved  and  fub¬ 
til,  that  the  Elements  cannot  be  foparated  one  from  another 
if  you  fought  all  the  means  in  the  world  ,  you  would  not  be 
able  tofoparate  thefe  Elements,  by  reafon  of  their  fubtility , 
cleannefs  and  refolution  5  and  when  they  have  the  fubtil  pe¬ 
netrating  Vinegar  with  them  ,they  pafs  all  together  through 
the  A/emlicf  with  the  Vinegar  ^  but  if  you  fhould  put  them 
to  fire  ,  and  any  Spiiit  of  Vinegar  ( in  fujficient  quantity  ) 
was  prefont ,  they  (the  Metal  and  Vinegar  )  would  be  forth¬ 
with  fixed  together }  and  becaufo  the  Vinegar  is  copioully  in 
their  clean,  open,  fubtil  Body ,  they  diftil  into  Oyl,  and  the 
Spirits  of  the  Vinegar  are  fixed  with  the  Body  :  Nov/  you 
muft  know7  that  the  Spirit  .of  Vinegar  is  more  Subtil  than  all 
things  in  the  World ,  yea,  a  thoufand  times  more  fubtil  than 
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th  z  Quint  effence  of  Aqua  V/tx  ,  it  cannot  be  contained  in  any 
Veflels ,  but  it  is  eafily  half  fixed  ,  and  therefore  it  eafily 
fixeth  the  thing  to  which  it  is  applied  ,  as  it  is  demonftrated 
in  the  Vegetable  (  Wor\)  where  the  Difcourfe  is  of  Wine  , 
and  the  Nature  of  it ,  where  you  will  befufficiently  inftrud- 
c  d  what  Vinegar  is ,  and  the  Spirit  of  it,  how  all  things  are 
difiblved  and  afoend.  Cap .  77.  78.  2.  Oper.  Miner.  Pag.  477. 
Vol.%.  Theat.  Chym.  You  muff  know  ,  faith  he  elfewhereH 
this  is  the  greateft  Secret  in  this  Art ,  for  the  middle  parts  of 
Vinegar  are-  of  fo  great  Virtue  as  to  be  incredible  ,  by  reafon 
oftheir  great  Subtility,  for  every  thing  they  are  mixed  with, 
becomes  exceeding  fubtil  and  penetrable  ,  wherefore  they 
make  the  ( Pkilofophers)  Stone  a  thoufand  times  more  fubtil 
than  it  was  before ,  and  more  penetrable  ,  and  the  fubtil 
parts  mix  themfeives  with  the  Stone  ,  for  they  are  of  one 
Nature,  and  are  both  clean  and  fubtil,  and  are  mixed 
together,  as  Water  with  Water  ,  and  it  is  a  Medicine  of 
that  Nature  ,  as  to  make  every  thing  fixed  which  it  is 
mixed  with ,  and  of  its,  own  Nature  wherein  it  is  3  and  thus 
are  the  fubtil  parts  (of  Pkilofophical  Vinegar  )  fixed  in  the 
( Philofophical )  Stone ,  and  are  made  of  one  Nature  with  the 
Stone  ,  and  they  make  the  Stone  as  fufible ,  as  an  Artift  can 
with  ,  as  he  oftentimes  difiolves  the  Stone  in  Vinegar ,  and 
congeals  it ,  for  as  many  or  few  Spirits  remain  in  the  Stone  , 
the  more  fufible  is  the  Medicine :  Wherefore  I  have  taught 
my  Son  how  to  make  his  Stone  fo  fufible,  as  thereby  to  bring 
Mercmy  to  Sol  and  Luna  3  and  it  is  a  great  Secret,  known  to 
few  ,  perufe  this  Lefture  diligently ,  what  vertue  there  is 
in  Vinegar  ,  and  what  with  the  middle  matter  of  Vinegar 
may  be  made.  Cap.  51.  1.  Oper.  Min.  Pag.  337.  Vol.  3.  Th. 
Chym. 

That  Vinegar,  which  is  a  thoufand  times  more  fubtil  than 
the  Quintefience  of  Aqua  Vitae ,  or  Spirit  of  Philofophical 
Wine  :  The  Spirits  of  which  makes  the  Philofophers  Stone  a 
thoufand  times  more  Subtil :  That  is  ofoneNdture  with  it  3  and 
fixeth  every  thing  it  is  mixed  with  3  you  your  Jfelves  will  fay 
is  no  common  Menftruum,  but  another  of  more  excellent  quali¬ 
ty.  Ifaacus  moreover  difiolves  and  coagulates  the  Stone  in  this 
Vinegar  ,  fo  oft ,  till  it  is  converted  into  Oyl ,  which  will  be  no 
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more  congznhd.  Cap.  5 1,  59^  io7'  of  the  fame  Book.  Witn 
the.  fame  Vinegar  aljb  he  Made  Metals  fat,  and  tranj muted  t^em 
intoOyls  ,  thus  he  dijfolved  and  coagulated  Gold  fo  often 
continmlly  in  New  Vinegar ,  till  an  Oyl  was  made  thereof 
as  red  as  blood ,  ^Cap.  54.  of  the  fame  Book,  Sometimes 
.alfo  he  did  with  the  fame  Vinegar  reduce  Gold  to  the  ccnfiflence 
of  an  excellent  White  Oyl  ,  out  of  which  he  then  difilled  a. 
White  Spirit ,  and  a  Red  Qyl  apart ,  and  not  imntixible  to¬ 
gether,  fojubtil,  as  that  he  advifedthe  Artiflto  have  a  care, 
■Jeji  thefe  Oyls  Jhould  condenfe  again  by  too  much  Re  Edification  , 
for  then  being  forced  with  too  jidong  a  Fire  ,  the  greatefi  part 
of  them  would;  by  redjbn  of  their  great  Subtility  penetrate  the 
Qlafs,  and  Jo  be  loft.  Cap,  126,  128,1.  Oper.IWm.Pag.4c6. 
Vol.^.Th.ChymJF/w  can  expefffuch  andfo  great  things  from 
Common  Vinegar  d  The  fame  Vinegar,  that  diffolved  the  fix  d 
Metal  Gold  ,  and  divided  it  into  Spirit  andftyl ,  the  Confti- 
tuti  ves  ofthe  Stone.out  of  ScA  alone  ?  the  Jam e  alj'o  is  required 
to  dijfolve  fixed  Vitriol ,  anddifiil  it  into  Spirit  and  Oyl,  the 
confiitutives  of  the  Stone  out  ofWtviol  alone  ,  of  the  making 
of  which  in  the  Third  Boolgof  h  Ichymical  Tm&ures. 

That  this  Oyl  ofV itriol ,  fhews  light  by  night,  affirms  Trifi 
mofinus  ,  who  hathdeferibed  the  faid  Oyl  thus. 

J  '  1  r  i  r  *  •  ■  w  ■»« 


127.  The  Oyl  of  Vitriol  (hining  by  Night,  of 
Trijmofinits. 

Libro  Gangeniveron  ,  fivenovem  Tin'lur arum  in  Tin* 
Thira  prima. 

/  1  k  L  4  •  •  <  < '  ••  •  •<*%'>■■*■  ‘  *  ‘  1  'T  '  !| 

«  -  -  -  .  •  4  m.  P  .  fc  j  f  j  ii  .  I  •  1  J  *  '  I  '  #  .. 

Ake  of  the  beft  Hungarian  r.ih-icl  twelve  pounds;, 
grind  and  diflolve  it  iifpuije, clean  Water  ,  or  Ram 
Water  diftilled ,  let  the  Feces,  fettle  ,  decant 
the  Solution  into  a  Glafs  Difh  ,  placed  in  a  Brafs  Bafon 
full  of  Sand  ,  put  the  faid. Bafon  in  Balnea,  pci  draw  oft 
the  Water  to  a  thin  skin  kx  it  cool,  and  ftand 
three  days  in  a  cold  place,  and  in  the  mean  time 
you  will  find  green  Stones ,  which  take  out ,  the  remainder 
J  ft  t  ,2 
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draw  off  again -to  a  thin  skin  ,  and  let  it  Criftallize andjthis 
feven  times  repeat ,  put  the  Stones  in  a  Stove  of  the  lame 
heat  as  the  Sun  in  Dog-days ,  •  and  in  filch  a  heat  they  will 
turn  into  a  White ‘Powder.  The  Vitriol  being  thus  prepared, 
put  it  in  a  Cucurbit,  with  a  long  neck  ,  well  Sealed,  in  Allies, 
under  which  put  a  Lamp,  lo  as  that  the  heat  exceed  not  the 
Sun  in  March  ,  thus  leave  it ,  till  the  Vitriol  begins  to  be 
yellow  ,  being  yellow ,  the  Fire  of  the  Lamp  increafe  one 
Degree,  and  thus  leave  it  ten  days  and  nights,  or  till  it  be¬ 
gins  to  be  red  ,  then  again  increafe  the  Fire  in  the  Lamp  ano¬ 
ther  Degree  ,  and  thus  continue  ,  till  the  Matter  be  alto¬ 
gether  red  as, a  Ruby,  then  increafe  the  Fire  yet  ten  days r  and 
the  hidden  part  of  the  Vitriol  is  now  manifeft  ,  and  prepared 
in  its  rednefs ,  as  a  volatile  Matter  :  The  rednefs  thus  re¬ 
maining,  take  the  Glals  out  of  the  Allies ,  and  the  Matter  out 
of  the  Glals  ,  and*  put  it  in  aftrongerGlafs,  to  which  pour 
the  beft  Viiiegar  welF  re&ify’d  ,  ftqp  it  well ,  fet  it  in  Bair 
?2 co,  fo  let  it  (land  four  days ,  yet  ftirring  the  Matter  with 
a  Spatula  made  of  Hajierrood ,  three  or  four  times  a  day ,  let 
it  cool ,  decant  the  Vinegar  into  another  Glals ,  pour  new 
upon  the  Matter,,  digeftin  Ba  lueo  as  before ,  this  repeat 
with  new  Vinegar  threerimes ,  the  decanted  Vinegar  gen t? 
ly  draw  off,  till  the  Matter  remains,  in  the  form  of  a  Salt, 
at  the  bottom,  to  which,  pour  new  (harp  Vinegar, put  it  four  - 
bays  in  Bklneo  as  before,  to  dillqlve,  and  let  that  be  re-  - 
peated,  till  it  be  free  from  any.  fediment : ....  Then  coagu¬ 
late  the  Matter  into  a.  dry  Powder  ,  and  put  it  in  a  Glals 
Cucurbit  o  with  a  wide  mouth  ,  and  a  large  Alembic^  lay 
the  Receiver  in  a  Vellel  full  of, Water  ,  lute. the  Joyntsfirm, 
and  diftil  with  an  open  Fire ,  but  very  gently  ,  the  fpace  oT 
four  hours ,  after  that  hrongly  ,.  and  the  Spirits  will  afcend 
yellow ,  which  are  called  Air  y  continue  the  Fire  in  the  fame 
degree ,  till the  AlemlkVhC^  to  be  red  5  then  flow  the  Fire, 
that  the  Alembic  may  be  of. a  blood  colour ,  then  increafe 
the  Fire  dill',  that  the  Glafs  may  be  burning  hot  as  a  red  hot 
Iron,  which  keep  in  that  heat ,  till  the  Alembick^  be  made  of 
aSnow  Colour ,  then  ftrengthen  the  Fite  yet  more,  that 
the  Alembic may  again  be  clear  and  tranfparent ,  then  let  k 
cpql ,  remove  the. Receiver ,  and  pour  the  Qyl  into  a  pure 
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dial's,  which  flop  well ,  and  you  will  have  the  true  Oyl  of 
Vitriol  (hilling  night  and  day  in  dark  places,  which  keepwell 
for  your  occafion.  But  you  muft  know  there  is  aWhiteand 
Beautiful  Oyl  found  in  the  bottom ,  which  to  its  red 


Oyl ,  &c. 

Thk  Receipt  0/ Trifmofiniis  agrees  almofl  in  all  things  with 
Ifaacu shk  Defcription  of  the  Menftruum  made  of  Vitriol ,  Jo 
that  it  feems  to  me  to  he  borrowed  of  Ifaacus ,  efpecially  becaufe 
the  fame  phrafe  ^/Ifaacus  of  the  volatile  rednefs  of  Calcined  Vi¬ 
triol  k  retained  :  Thofe  things  therefore ,  which  were  obferved 
before  upon  the  Menftruum  of  Ifaacus,  do  alfo  hereto  relate  $ 
but  we  added  this ,  becanfi  Trifmofinus  does  more  ajfur e>  usi 
that  this  Oyl  fines  in  darknefi  ,  concerning  which  quality  of 
hk  Menftruum ,  Ifaacus  was  filent. 

Ripley  made  Menftruums  of  this  Kind  this  way . 


Pag,  395.  Accurtationumc  . 

THe  time  of  true  Putrefa&ion  and  Alteration  is  com~ 
pleated  in  theXpace  of  Six  Weeks ,  but  it  may  be 
done  inaihorter  time  by  half  ?0  and  that  by  the  acui? 
tion  of  our  Mercurial  Waters  v  that  is.,  the  white  and  red 
Water  (the  milk  and  blood  of  the:  G  reen-Ly  on  in  Numb.  59*) 
with  common  Mercury  fublimate^  which  thus  do:  fix  and 
Calcine  the  Mercury  ,  and  diflolve  it  in  our  white 

or  ted  Mercury  (op the Jaid, Menftruum)  fo  as  to  be* all  one 
true  Water  ,  which  Water  ,  being  thus  acuated  ,*  hath  .the 
Power  of  puti ifyirvg.arid^iltering  any  Calx  of  Metals ,  in  the 
fpace  of  three  Weeks*  and  that  becaufe  the  two  FiveSy  name¬ 
ly  ,  of  Nature  and.  againft  Nature  are  then  joyn  d  together 
in  that  Water. 

Common  Mercury  being  difolved  in  Philojopkical  l  inegaty 
or  any  Mineral  .Menjlrnum^  ^ind  fixed  either  by  Sublimation 
asthe  Circulatum  majus  oiRaracelfasy  or-  Calcination  s  die 
Vitriol  of  Ifaacus  calcined  to  rednefs  ,  is  then  diffolved  in  a 

ftinking  Me// It,  ruuni^  and  diftilled  through  an  Alemhick*  He 
0  -  ' '  • '  *  ’■  reduced 


(  33$  ) 

reduced  all  other  Metals  md  Minerals  ,  the  fame  way  as  he 
did  Mercury  ,  into  the  greater  Circulatums  ,  thus.  '  \ 


1 29.  The  Metalltck  Ace  turn  acerrimum  of  Ripley. 

•  '  f  dg.  266*  Cl  avis  dure  a  Porta. 

‘  V'.vViT  v  V.W\  iVi  ■  T  ,2'iAT  U\  '  .  \  vA  \5,'.  .  ’  A, 

U  Aving  therefore  thefe  two  Mercuries  ,  the  white  and 
I  I  ted  (of  the  Stinking  Menflrunm) oraftice  with  them 
.  either  upon  their  own  Earth  for  Caput  Mortunhi  of 
the jSfifl  Menflrunm)  or  upon  the  Calx  of  Metals  prepared  , 
for  A©u  need  not  trquble  your  felf  about  the  Earth, provided 
the  fubdance  of  i  t  be  fixed  :  Take  therefore  any  of  them  , 
being  white  y  and  ferment  it  thus :  For  the  White  Work 
take  the  Calx  of  Luna,  and  thealtered  Earth  (a  Philofophi- 
cal  Calx  ,  made  0)  the  Mineral Menjlruum  ofE una )  in  equal 
quantity,  grind  them  together  ,  and  temper  them  with  the 
White  Mercu  ry,  which  we  call  Lac  Virgin  is  (in  the  Defcrip- 
tion  of  the  Green  Lyon  )  and  fublime  them  very  well ,  keep 
and  gather  that  which  is  not  fixed,  that  is,  fo  much  as  afeends 
white ,  and  flicking  to 'the  parts  of  the  Glafs  as  Mercury  fub- 
limate ,  for  this  is  that  our  Mercury  made  by  fublimation  out 
of  the  white  altered  Earth;  then  grind  it  upon  its  own 
Calxes,  tempering,  diddling ,  and  fubliming  it  with  Lac 
Vtrginis ,  till  it  be  wholly  fixed,  fo  as  to  be  immovable  by 
Fire  :  This  is  the  fublimed  and  fixed  Mercury  ,  for  which 
fools  take  that  common  Mercury  fublimed  with  common 
Vitriol  and  Salt ,  wherein  they  very  much  err  :  put  it  into  a 
Circulatory  ,  and  pom  Lac  Virginia  upon  it, till  it  be  covered, 
then  let  it  be  circulated  and  diddled  through  an  Alemhick. 

An  Example  of  making  the  altered  Earth  of  Metals  ,  and  the 
veay  of  fixing. the  faid  Earth  he  hath  given  in  Vitriol.  Take 
Vitriol  calcined  to  Allies  (com  tnon  Co! cot  bar  grind  it  to  a 
moft  fine  Powder  ,  jut  it  in  an  ZJrinal ,  pour  Lac  Virgin  is 
( the  White  fume  of  the  Stinking  Menficrirum  )  to  it ,  till  it 
be  covered  with  it ,  flop  the  Vrind  with  a  Linnen  Cloth:, 
and  let  it  hand  eight  days  ^  then  add  the  lame  quantity  of  the 
>  former  Milk ,  repeating  it  from  eight  days  to  eight ,  but 

when 
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when  it  will  drink  up  no  more ,  let  it  ftandin  the  cold  well 
flopp’d,  till  a  Criftalline  Earth  appears  in  the  fuperficies  of  it, 
like  Eyes  of  Fifh.  Seperate  this  Earth  from  the  thicker  parts 
redded  in  the  bottom  ,  and  put  it  (  this  graduated  Vitriol 
made  not  indeed  of  the  Spirit  0/Philofophical  Wine  ,  nor  Phi- 
lofophical  Vinegar ,  but  the  Stinking  Menftruum  )  in  a  Phi-> 
tofophical  Egg  ,  to  digeft  (< calcine )  difcreetly  ,  till  it  be  per¬ 
fectly  fixed  ,  then  increafe  the  Fire ,  till  it  be  perfectly  citri- 
nated  ,  and  dill  increafe  it ,  that  it  may  be  Rubified  in  the 
form  and  colour  of  Sanguis  Draconis.  ;  j  > 

Laflly  ,  For  aconclufeon  ,  we  will  add  the  Circulatum  Ma- 
jus  0/Haacus  ,  made  0/Sulphurs  ,  which  being  mojl  clear  in 
the  graduation  ,  fixation  ,  and  volatilization  of  it ,  rvill  help 
toilluflrate  thofe  things  which  have  perhaps  remained  more 
obfcure  in  the  antecedent ,  and  make  the  Receipts  in  this  Kind 
more  clear .  : 

»  '  '  '  -V-  -  \  ‘  N  % 

*  .  •  «  ;  *  '•  *■’■<  t  •>  •*  r  f  { 

■  ,  >  ,  t  -  * ,  «  ,  •  r 

130.  The  Circulatum  majus  of  Ifaacm,  , 
made  of  Sulphur.  'J-  ' 

Cap.  88.  3.  Oper.  Min.  .  ’  tl 

T  $  .  j  .  3 

TIAke  Hungarian  or  Spanifh  Sulphur  ten  dr  twelve 
*  pounds,  prepare  it  upon  a  Stone  ,  with  (Phi lofophi¬ 
cal)  Vinegar  diftilled,  as  Painters  do  their  Colours, 
pour  a  good  quantity  of  the  ( aforefaid )  Vinegar  upon,  it  V 
put  it  in  Balneo  ,  ftir  it  well  with  a  Woodden  Spatula ,  decoft 
it  in  a  cloie  Veflel  in  Balneo  the  fpace  of  fix  or  eight  days , 
ftirring  it  three  or  four  times  a  day ,  then  let  it  cool  and  fet¬ 
tle  ,  filter  the  tinged  Vinegar  ,  pour  on  new,  repeat  this 
Work ,  till  no  more  Vinegar  will  be  tinged  :  Draw  off  all. 
the  tinged  Vinegar  in  Balneo  ,  that  a  Powder  of  a  golden 
Colour  may  remain  at  the  bottom.  This  Powder  prepare 
and  extraft  with  Vinegar  ,  as  before  5  filter  the  folution,  and 
draw  it  off ,  till  at  length  it  leaves  no  F eces  behind  it ,  then 
draw  off  the  Vinegar ,  that  the  reft  of  the  Matter  may 
remain  in  the  form  of  a  Powder.  Take  of  this  Powder  one 
part  ,  of  Salt  prepared  one  part ,  of  Roman  Vitriol  dried  , 
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fix  parts  ,  mix  them  all  well,  and  fublime  by  degrees,  firft, 
with  a  weak  Fire  ,  fecondly,  ftronger ,  laftly ,  mod  ftrong 
for  the  fpace  of  two  days  5  fublime  the  fublimation  mix’d 
with  its  Feces  three  times ,  then  cafting  away  the  Feces ,  fub¬ 
lime  with  new  Species,  and  repeat  the  Work  three  times,  then 
difiolve  the  Sublimation  in  the  Diflolving  Water  for  the  red 
(of  what  Defer  Jption  foevcrin  the  Twentieth  Kind')  the  Water 
being  drawn  off,  fublime,  pour  on  New  Water  and  fublime, 
and  that  do  three  times:  Then  take  feven  parts  of  this  Subli¬ 
mation  ,  one  part  ofthe  Calx  of  Sol\  and  fublime  :  This  Sub¬ 
limation  being  put  into  a  Phiiofophical  Egg ,  made  of  Gold 
(for  one  of  glafs  would  be  of  little-,  ufe  for  this  purpofe,becaufe 
-  it  would  become  foft  as  wax  )  ftop  it  well ,  and Tet  it  upon 
a  Tripos  the  fpace  of  eighteen  Weeks  to  be  fixed  ,  but  the 
firft  fix  Weeks  with  a  gentle  Fire, the  next  fix  a  ftronger,  the 
daft  moft  ftrong :  Thefe  Eighteen  Weeks  being  ended  ,  take 
out  the  Matter  (being  fixed)  reduce  it  to  Powder  ,  to  which 
V being  put  in  a  diflolving  Veflel ,  pour  an  equal  quantity  of 
*our  red  burning  Water  (  of  the  aforefa/d  DiJJolving 
Water  for  the  red  )  feal  or  ftop  the  Veflel  very  well ,  let  it 
diffolve  and  fettle ,  then  take  it  out  ,  and  diftil 
it  through  an  Alembich^  in  Balneo  with  a  very  fmall 
Fire:  It  is  neceflary  for  the  Receiver,  to  be  well  luted, 

and  the  Alembick^vnud  have  a  pipe  in  the  upper  part ,  for  it 
muft  be  fix  times  diftilled,  always  with  new  Red  Water,  and 
your  Matter  will  at  length  become  thick  as  Honey,  which 
diftil  in  Sifted  Afhes  by  degrees ,  and  an  Air  will  a- 
feend  like  Water,  then  changing  the  Reciver  ,  anOylofa 
Golden  Colour  will  diftil  gilding  the  Alembick^ ,  as  alfo  the 
Receiver  5  let  it  continue  in  the  fame  heat  till  the  Alembic 4 
be  of  a  Blood  Colour ,  then  take  away  the  Receiver  5  ftop  it 
fuddenly..,  put  another  to  ,  and  increafe  the  Fire  for  the 
fb^ce  of  twenty  four  hours,  till  the  Veflel  grows  red  hot, 
in  which  heat ,  let  it  continue  twelve  hours ,  and  the  Matter 
will  afeend  red  as  blood ,  and  at  laft  alfo  a  red  fume  :  Thefe 
Spirits  no  more  appearing ,  letthe  Veflels  cool,  keep  the  Di- 
ftallation  ,  but  the  Feces  reverberate  ,  i&c. 

Out 


* .  >-4 
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Out  of  the  Receipts  thefe  things  we  obferve . 

I.  r"  W^Hat  thefe  Menftruums  ,  made  of  the  graduated  Vi- 
|  triols  of  Metals  ,  /xck  />/  clofe  Veffel ,  have  the 
/i^e  amongfl  Mineral  Menftruums ,  the 
greater  Circulatums  Paracelfus,  /we  amongft  the  vegetable 
Menftruums.  Dijjolve  the  aforefaid  Circulatums  in  any  Acid 
Spirit ,  and  you  will  prefntly  make  Menftruums  of  this 
Kind.  1 

2.  thefe  Menftruums  are  Medicines Volatile 
Arcanums ,  dijfolved  in  an  Acid. 

3*  That  the  graduated  Vitriol  of  Venus ,  has  fome  certain 
peculiar  Priviledges  above  the  reft. 

I.  Becaufe  in  the  Di filiations  of  thefe  Menftruums  ,  it  hath 
a  Fixed  Body  ,  befldes  a  Soul  and  Spirit ,  whereby  the  two  a- 
forefaidmufl  be  fixed  into  the  Stone  5  but  all  the  other  Metals 
and  Minerals  being  reduced  into  graduated  Vitriols  ,  have  no 
Fixed  Bodies  ,  and  are  divided  into  two  parts  only ,  Spirit  and 
Soul  3  but  becaufe  the  Adepts  found  it  necejfary  to  borrow  feme 
Fixed  Body  elfewherefor  the  fixing  of  thefe, they  therefore  more 
than  often  affirmed  the  pojfibility  of  making  the  Stone  out  of  Vi- 
triol  alone,  without  any  Addition  ,  thus  have  we  heard  Iiaacus. 
in  the  antecedent  Receipts  faying:  God  hath  voucMafed 
fuch  a  bleiling  to  Vitriol ,  that  the  Philofophers  Stone  may  be 
made  of  it  alone,  without  Addition ,  it  tranflating  all  Metals 
into  true Sol,  but  the  Oyl  of  it  mu  ft  be  fixed  with  (^j)Earth 
( [or  Body )  but  that  is  not  fo  with  Metals ,  for  their  Earth  di» 
fills  together  through  the  Alembic k? 

But  who  obferves  not  here  thefe  Words  ,  Without  any  Addi¬ 
tion,^  be  meant  of  any  Foreign  Matter,  and  are  fo  to  be  under¬ 
flood  with  fome  certain  reftriffion  .<?  For  this  mofi  red  Oyl  of 
Vitriol ,  finning  by  night  ,  and  which  mufl  be  fixed  with  its 
Salt  into  the  Philosophers  Stone  ,  cannot  in  the  leafl  be  produ¬ 
ced  from  Vitriol  alone,  and  that  crude,  being  not  graduated 
with  Philofophical  Menftruums. 

Moreover  as  the  like  Oyl  being  difli  lied  from  Gold ,  and  fix- 
in  the  purified, but  not  volatali  zed  part  of  it, is  called  by  Ifaacus 
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the  Stone  of  Sol  alone  $  whereas  notwithjlanding  ,  he  ufed  hk 
Philosophical  Vinegar  to  the  making  of  it  $  fo  the  Stone  may 
be  f  aid  to  be  made  out  of  Vitriol  alone ,  without  Addition , 
though  the  fame  Vinegar  was  ufed  in  the  preparation  of  it. 

Laftly,  It  is  manifeji  by  the  Kinds  ofalmojl  all  Menftruums, 
that  no  Acid  ( that  is.,  dry  and  incomhuflible  Matter  )  can  be 
reduced  into  Oyl ,  without  an  Oyly  Menftruum  ,  becaufe  it 
mujl  receive  this  uncti ojlty  from  the  Idnffious  Spirit  op  Phi- 

lofophical  Wine.  . 

2.  Becaufe  it  is  of  mean  value  ,  and  fo  by  the  Adepts  call  d 

the  Stone,  which  God  hath  given  us  freely.  This  Work,  faith 
Ifaacus ,  you  cannot  enter  upon  with  a  little  Matter, you  muft 
have  at  leaft  four  or  five  Pounds  of  Matter  (  Gold  or  Sil¬ 
ver  )  if  otherwife  ,  the  Work  will  be  infufficient.  For 
it  is  not  the  Work  of  poor  men  ,  except  the  Stone  given 
us  by  God  freely  ,  might  happily  be  obtained  5  then 
other  Charge  is  not  neceffary  ,  more  than  Veflels  ,  Coals, 
and  Food  ,  till  we  have  prepared  the  Stone.  And  the  two 
Stones,  which  God  hath  given  us  freely ,  for  the  White  and 
Red  Work ,  require  but  half  the  time  ,  as  the  Matter  which 
is  to  be  taken  for  preparation  fake ,  for  before  we  come  to 
Sublimation  ,  the  Stone  given  us  freely  ,  is  already  almoft 
brought  to  fixation.  Cap.  ly.  1.  Oper. Mineral.Pag. 313.  Vol. 
3.  Th.  Chfm.  The  fame  thing  is  affirmed  by  Bafilius  :  faying  , 
There  is  no  moifture  in  Gold,  unlcls  it  be  reduced  into  ( gra¬ 
duated )  Vitriol ,  which  would  be  a  Work  indeed  of  no  Pro¬ 
fit,  but  much  Charge ,  becaufe  of  the  great  quantity  of 
Vitriol  required  to  the  making  of  the  Philofophers  Stone 5  and 
though  there  is  in  Vitriol  the  defired  Spirit  of  Gold  ,  of  a 
white  quality ,  and  a  Soul  and  Salt  of  a  glorious  Effence ,  but 
how  many  Countreys,  Eftates  and  Riches ,  have  been  thus 
confumed ,  I  will  not  reckon  j  but  this  Admonition  I  give 
my  Difciples ,  to  follow  the  Ihorter  way  of  Nature ,  that 
they  may  not  alfo  fall  into  extream  and  inextricable  Pover¬ 
ty.  If  you  intend  therefore ,  he  goes  on  ,  to  make  the  Phi- 
lolophers  Stone  out  of  the  Vitriol  of  Sol ,  as  many  men  in¬ 
deed  endeavour  ,  confult  with  your  Purfes ,  and.  prepare 
Ten  or  Twelve  pounds  of  this  Vitriol ,  and  then  you  will  fi- 
nifii  your  Work ,  whereas  Hungarian  or  other  Vitriol  would 
fuffiee.  .  S*  Becaufe 
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2.  Becaufe  it  is  our  Gold  full  of  the  Tincture  of  common 
Gold  Green  Vitriol ,  frith  Ripley ,  being  Stillicidium  Ve- 
neri  's  (or  common  Vitriol )  is  by  many  Philofopher  s  called  Ro¬ 
man  Gold  ,  becaufe  of  the  abundance  of  its  Noble  TmBure  , 
which  ought  to  be  fermented  with  common  Gold,  Pag.  140. 
Medulla  Phi  I  of.  For  Vitriol ,  he  goes  on ,  is  nothing  elfe  but 
Stillicidium  Cupri  (or  droppings  of  Copper)  intheMynes,  where¬ 
in  Copper  is  generated  ,  as  Barthohnucus  (  an  Englijh  Monk. 
and  Philofopher)  frith}  and  though  it  hath  an  admirable 
Tintture  of  rednefs ,  yet  isthat  Tincture  polluted  with  an  un¬ 
clean  terreftreity  ,  which  is  called  its  original  blemilh,  which 
hinders  Gold  and  Silver  from  being  made  of  it.  Therefore 
frith  Raymund.\tt  not  the  Terreftrial  Virtues  over  power  the 
Coelc-flial  Virtues  (  of  the  Sun  and  the  reft  of  the  Stars)  and 
you  will  have  a  good  thing  in  Vitriol.  Pag.  303.  PupilLe. 

'  Arnold  to  (hew  the  Golden  Nature  in  common  Vitriol  to  his 
Difciple  ,  rejolvedto  prove  it  by  an  Experiment  ,  in  Speculo 
Alchyrnic  ,  Pag.  6  05.  Vol.  4.  The  at.  Chym.  where  thus  by 
the  way  of  Dialogue.  Difciple  ,  I  wonder,  good  Mafter  , 
that  you  commended  Brafs  fo  much ,  I  know  not  whether 
there  be  fo  great  a  fecret  in  it ,  I  thought  it  to  be  a  leprous 
Body,  becaufe  of  that  greennefs  which  it  hath  in  it :  Where¬ 
fore  I  hill  admire  what  you  faid  ,  that  we  ought  to  extraft 
Argent  vive  (Menftruum)  out  of  this  Body.  Mafter ,  Son! 
You  muft  know ,  that  the  Philofopher s  Brafs  is  their  Gold, 
and  therefore  faith  Ariftotle  in  his  Book ,  Our  Gold  is  not 
common  Gold,  becaufe  that  greennefs  which  is  in  that  Body, 
is  the  whole  Perfection  of  it,  becaufe  that  greennefs  is  by  our 
Magiftrv  fuddenly  turned  intomoft  true  Gold  ,  as  we  know 
by  experience  }  and  if  you  have  a  mind  to  try  ,  we  will  give 
you  a'Pvule.  Take  Ms  u ft  urn  well  and  perfe&ly  rubihed 
(  common  to  be  Sold  in  Shops )  and  let  it  drink  feven  times  of 
the  Oyl  Dtienech  (Spirit  of  PhilofophicallVinc  )  as  muen 
as  it  can  drink ,  always  abating  and  reducing  (cohobating  and 
‘calcinin')  thcncaufe  it  to  defeend  (melting  this  Vitriol  bang 
.impregnated  with  the  aforefaid  Oyl  into  a  PvCgullis  )  for  fuie 
Goldlettles  as  grains  (ofKermcs)  red  and  pure}  anu  yon 
muft  know  that  fo  great  a  rednefs  defends  with  it, as  to  tinge 
feme  quantity  of  Silver  of  a  moft  true  Colour ,  (S'  c.  .  ^ 


(  344') 4 

/  To  alledge  all ,  that  the  Philofophers  have  laid  of  the  Gol¬ 
den  Nature  of  Vitriol ,  would  be  too  much ,  perufe  ha  fill  us 
alone,  efpecially  the  fourth  and  fifth  Chapter,  De  Rebus  Na- 
titr  alibus  &  Supernatur  alibus  ,  as  alfoin  the  Elucidation  of  the 
1 2.  Keyes ,  and  you  will  find  Vitriol  more  efteemed  by  him 
than  any  Gold  ,  for  his  Do  Stine  is  that  the  Tinfture  of  the 
Vitriol  of  Venus,  and  Mars  ,  is  far  better  than  the  Sulphur  of. 
Gold ,  not  indeed  in  its  Kind ,  for  it  is  one  and  the  fame  in 
ail,  but  that  this  Tincture  is  in  the  Natural  aswell  as  Artifi¬ 
cial  Vitriol  of  Venus  and  Mars  higher ,  and  more  noble  in 
Colour,  more  abundant  in  Quantity ,  of  eafier  Separation 
from  its  Body  ,  in  Preparation ,  and  of  left  Charge  in  the  ufe, 
than  the  Tin&m-e.  that  is  in  Gold. 

d*  Becauje  it.  is  (Sold  opened  ,  not  yet  fu  fid ,  and  fo  of 'eafier 
preparation.  .  You  have  laboured ,  faith  Ifaacus  ,  a  longtime, 
before  this  Matter  is  made  fubtil  and  fpiritual  enough  to  be 
fublimed  :  But  if  you  could  procure  the  Stone  ,  which  Cod 
hath  given  us  freely ,  there  would  be  no.  need  to  prepare  it 
fo :  But  you  might  prefently  take  it, reduce  it  to  an  impalpa¬ 
ble  Powder,  and  wafh  away  the  uncleannefs  of  it  with  a  com¬ 
mon  Water,  till  the*  Matter  came  clear  from  it: ,  then  dry  it 
again  ,  and  it  would  be  ready  for  Sublimation,  in  which  re- 
fpedthe  Work  ofit  isfhorter.Gp.  22.  Pag.  31  y.  Vol.  3. Theat . 
Chym.  To  fpeakmore  plainly ,  faith  Iiipky  ,  f  affirm,  that 
the  more  fubtil  aBodyis,  of  the  eafier  Diiioiution  it  is.  And 
moreover  you  muff  know,  that  Diiioiution  ought  to  be  per¬ 
formed  by  our  Vegetable  Menjlruum  ,  or  fame  other  Vege¬ 
table.  And  this  Vegetable.  Mercury  (Vegetable  Menfirnumf) 
cannot  penetrate  a  Body  ,  fo  as  to  complete  the  diiioiution 
of  it,  except  the  Body  be  firft  made  fpongy  j  but  no  Lead 
isTofpongy  ,  nor  io.  fubtil ,  as  Red  Lead  or  Minium  ( Vitriol 
calcined')  and  therefore  if  vre  would  not  be  fruft  rated  of  our 
expedition  ,  it  is  neceflary  for  us  to  take  Pved  Lead  ,  that  is, 
Antimony  prepared  ,  which  is  more  fpongy  and  fubtil  ,  than 
any  other  Lead.  F or  the  ( Vegetable )  Water  will ,  Yuddenly 
penetrate  into  it,  and  diliolve  the  mod  fubtil  parts  of  it. 
But  now  to  declare  further  concerning  the  fecond  Body  , 
which  is  Roman  Vitriol ,  you  mull:  know  ,  that  it  is  an  eafier 
thing  to  make  the  reparation  of  the  Elements  in  athingcom- 

■  plexioned , 
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plexioned ,  which  was  never  before  forced  into  a  hard  and 
compaft  Subdance  by  the  violence  of  Fire ,  than  to  perform 
the  fame  in  a  Subftance  forced  into  a  hard  Mafs,  or  in  a  Me- 
tallick  and  Stony  Subftance  ,  wherein  the  Congalative  Vir¬ 
tue  is  extinguifhed  ,  and  therefore  in  reipedt  to  the  other  is 
made  Intraftable  ,  not  being  foft  nor  undtious  ,  and  confo- 
quently  lels  obedient  to  Solution  and  Separation  5  for  Vitriol 
is  nothing  elfe  but,  &c.  Pag.  301.  Pupil#* 

4.  That  the  Adepts  in  the  more  Jccret  Chymy  meant  four 
things  chiefly  by  the  Stone. 

1.  The  Matter  of  the  Menftruum  or  Spirit  tf/Philofophical 
Wine-,  ofivhich  God  willing ,  in  the  Fifth  Book. 

2.  All  Menftruums  whatsoever,  made  with  the  Spirit  ofP\\\- 
lofophical  Wine,  Examples  enough  you  will  find  in  the  Re¬ 
ceipts  0^  Menftruums  produced  to  you. 

3.  Every  Matter  of  the  Philosophers  Stone  5  Jo  Gold  and 
Silver  are  in  many  places  called  Stones,  but Ty  the  Stones 
which  God  hath  given  us  freely  Ifaacus  meant  Vitriol  for  the 
Red  ,  and  Altime  for  the  White.  Cap.  39.  3.  Oper.  Miner. 
Pag .  67.  He  hath  befides  thefe  tivo  other  Stones  alfo  made  of 
Arfeniek  and  Auripigment  both  graduated  ,  of  which  fee  the 
Six  former  Chapters ,  1.  Oper.  and  Cap.  1 12.  and  1 13.  2.  Oper . 
Miner.  But  of  thefe  in  their  proper  places. 

4.  Every  Alchy  mi  calTin&ure,  tho  not  in  the  form  of  a  Stone, 
but  Oyl. 

5.  That  Menftruums  made  of  Vitriol  or  Venus  are  indeed 
better  than  the  refl  in  point  ofTinging  but  not  Dijfolving . 


The 
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The  Three  and  Twentieth  KIND. 

Mineral  Menftruums  made  of  Mine¬ 
ral  Menftruums  companded  ,  and 
Metallick  Bodies  and  other  Tinging 

Things.  „ 

1 3  t  .  The  Oy  1  of  Mars  and  V enus  of  Bafilius. 

L ibro  de  Conclufion.  Seel.  i.  Cap.  3. 

TAVe  of  Verdegrefe  fomePounds,and  with  ( Philofophical ) 
Vinegar  diftilled  make  an  Extraction  ,  which  is  cn- 
ftallized  into  a  Noble  Vitriol  =,  out  of  which  by  a  Re¬ 
tort  is  diftilled  a  Red  Oyl ,  which  diffolves  Mars  into  Vitri¬ 
ol  ,  out  of  which  is  the  Red  Oyl  extrafted  again  in  a  long 
time,  and  with  a  ftrong  Fire  3  and  thus  have  you  the  Sul¬ 
phur  of  Mars  and  Venus  together  :  with  this  Oyl  is  Lima 

graduated  ,  and  a  good  part  of  the  Rings  Crown  obtained, 

apart  diflolved  with  a  part  of  Sol  and  Luna  together, and  pu- 
trified  in  this  Oyl  eight  days  and  nights,  is  changed  into  good 
Gold.  Praifed  be  God. 

Annotations. 

THo  every  Mineral  Menftruum  is  able  enough  to  dijfolve  any 
Body  whatfoever.yet  tie  Adepts  thought  good  to  acuatethem 
yet  more ,  by  the  addition  o/Metallick  Bodies ,  that  they  wight 
' the  better  dijfolve  and  tinge  their  Dilutions.  In  the  prejent 
■  Receipt  Bafilius  dlfilves  Mars  in  the  Spirit  of  Venus,  defer, bed 
before  in  Numb.  113.  reduceth  it  into  Vitriol ,  and  at  lajtdi- 
jlils  it  into  a  Compounded  Oyl.  Self.  2.  Cap.  4.  This  Menftru- 
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um  he  calls  Oyl  of  the  Salt  of  Mars :  Now,  faith  he ,  I  have 
taught  you  how  to  extract  a  clear  Vitriol  out  of  Venus  ,  and 
to  diftd  its  Red  Oyl  j  this  Oyl  dillblves  Mars  into  Vitriol, 
and  being  yet  once  diddled  ftrongly  by  a  Retort ,  you  will 
have  a  Noble  Tinging  Oyl,  or  Salt  of  Mars ,  which  is  a  Sub- 
led  that  pays  Tribute  to  the  Ring,  and  enricheth  him.  This 
Oyl  diffolves  the  Purple  Spiritual  Gold  ,  and  brings  it  over 
the  Helm ,  &c...  The  ProcefsofthkOylofthe  Salt  of  Mass, die. 
heino  bv  its  brevitytoo  obfeure  ,  will  be  not  a  little  illujlrated  by 
the  following  Spirit  of  Mercury. 

!  ?  2.  The  Spirit  of  Univerfal  Mercury  made  of 
-  Vitriol  of  Bafilius. 

Lahore  2.  Libri  Revelat. 

TAke  Common  Gopper ,  make  Verdegrefe  of  it  after  the 
common  way  ,  grind  it ,  pour  to  it  a  good  quantity 
of  Diddled  Vinegar  ( Philofophical ,  or  Vinegar  mix  d 
with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  )  dir  it  well  ,  and  the 
Verdeereafe  will  bedifiolved ,  let  the  Feces  fettle,  and  the 
Solution  will  be  very  pure,  clear  and  green  :  Draw  oft  the 
Vinegar  in  a  Cucurbit  to  thicknefs ,  and  in  a  cold  place  a 
weighty  Vitriol  graduated  to  the  higheft  degree  will  be 
cridallized,  which  again  diflolve  in  hot  Water,  evaporate 
the  Water  till  it  be  thick  =,  put  it  again  in  a  -cold  place  ,  and 
the  Vitriol  will  be  again  coagulated  :  which  folution  and 
coagulation  mud  be  three  times  repeated  ,  and  the 
purification  of  the  Vitriol  will  be  perfect  :  Let  the 
Phloem  evaporate  from  this  Vitriol  m  a  Calcining  Pot , 
and  calcine  it  till  it  begins  to  be  red,  that  is  enough. 
Then  take  pure  Flints ,  calcine,  and  being  red  hot,  quench 
them  in  Diddled  Vinegar ,  repeat  fome  certain  times,  till 
they  be  well  calcined :  Then  again  calcine  ,  and  when  they 
are  a  little  cool ,  pour  to  them  (PhilofophicatyVimgavmaae 
hot  and  let  them  be  gradually  dried.  Of  thefe  little  Stones 
thus  prepared  ,  take  one  part ,  of  the  I  itrtol  now  calcined 
two  parts ,  grind  and  mix  ,  put  the  Matter  man  Earthen  Ke- 
tort ,  that  will  not  fuck  up  the  Spirits ,  or  in  a  Glafs  Retort 
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well  luted  ,  put  a  large  Receiver  to  it,  and  the  Veffel  being 
well  luted  ,  kindle  a  Fire  by  degrees  the  fpace  of  24  hours  , 
then  give  a  ftronger  Fire  24  hours  more  ,  and  the  Green  Spi¬ 
rits  will  come  over  White,  and  the  Fire  being  thus  continued 
Red  Drops  at  la  ft  :  Keep  this  violent  Fire ,  till  all  the  Spirits 
and  Drop's  are  gone  over  ,  then  put  the  Diftillation  in  a  Cu¬ 
curbit  ,  and  the  Vefifel  being  very  clofe  ,  reftifie  it  in  Balneo 
with  a  mod  gentle  Fire  ,  and  th cPhlegme  will  afcend  ,  but 
in  the  bottom  of  the  Cucurbit  will  remain  the  Oyi  of  Vitriol 
red  and  ponderous.  This  Work  being  finiiled  ,  Take  pure 
Filings  of  Iron  ,  -  put  them  in  a  Cucurbit ,  pour  to  them  the 
laid  Oyl  of  Vitriol ,  fb  as. to  Iwirn  above  them  ,  add  fo  much 
di hilled  Rain  Water  ,  till  you  fee  that  the  Oyl  difiolves  the 
Iron  5  then  draw  of  the  P  hlegme  by  Difi  illation,  and  let  the 
remainder  criftallize  in  a  cold  place  into  pure  Vitriol ,  and 
thus  are  Mars  and  Venus  joyned  together  :  This  Vitriol  cal¬ 
cine  it  under  a  T yle ,  arid  ftir  it  with  an  Iron  Hook  into  a  fine 
reddifh  Powder  :  This  Powder  put  into  a  Glafs  Retort, wrell 
luted  ,  and  the  Vefleis  being  very  cloie  ,  diftil  by  degrees  of 
Fire  ,  as  you  diftilled  the  Oyl  aforefaid  ,  and  firft  you  will 
have  a  White  Spirit ,  which  is  the  Philofophers  Mercury  ,  then 
a  Red  Spirit ,  which  is  the  P hi lofiphers  Sulphur  ,  an  incom- 
buftibleOyl  compounded  of  both,  the  Lined  ures  of  Venus  and 
Mars  never  to  be  feparated  ,  and  this  is  the  Blood  of  the 
Green  and  Red.  Lyon  ,  with  which  the  King  their  Father  ought 
to  be  nourished,  draw  of  the  Plegms  from  this  Oyl  in  Balneo , 
and  it  is  prepared  for  Gold  to  be  tinged  with  it.  Take  the 
r  Caput  Mortuum  ,  which  is  of  a  Beautiful  Crimfon  Colour  , 
grind  it  to  a  moft  fine  Ponder,  put  it  in  a  Glafs ,  pour  (Phi- 
lojbphical )  Vinegar  diftilled  to  it,  digeft^three  days  in  a  gentle 
heat,  to -extraft 'the  Salt,  wherein  lye  the  Treafures  of  the 
whole  World  ,  without  which  Salt ,  all  labour  would  be  in 
vain  5  draw  off’  the  Vinegar  in  Allies,  and  the  Salt  will  remain 
in  the  Glafs ,  to  which,  pour  the  aforefaid  Oyl  (  of  Venus  and 
Mars)  in  a  Glafs  Retort  ,  and  the  Salt  will  be  prefently  dif- 
iblved ,  and  then  diftil  with  the  fame  violence  ,  as  before  , 
and  the  Oyl  will  carry  itsown  Spirit  of  Salt  over  with  it, which 
rectify,  once  in  Balneo ,  and  it  will  be  ten  times  ftronger  than 
before  and  you  have  the  incombuftible  Oyl  of  Mercury , 

.  !  W.  Sulphur. 
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Sulphur  and  Salt ,  iffuing  out  of  one  root  prepared  ^  this  Oyl 
'  is  the  true  firft  Matter  of  Metals  ,  and  the  true  root  from 
which  Gold  is  generated.  - 

This  Spirit  of  Mercury  ,  ye  fearchers  of  Nature  !  has  been 
my  kyiowledge ,  detrimental  to  many  unwary  men ,  feeding 
after  it  either  too  inconfiderately  ,  or  arrogantly  ,  which  to  pre¬ 
vent  for  the  future  ,  I  will  fomewhat  more  clearly  manifejl  the 
Nature,  Qualities,  and  Original  of  it.  CommonVeraegr-eJi 
reduced  into  Vitriol  by  Vinegar  ,  then  three  times  diffolved  in 
common  Water  ,  and  coagulated ,  mujl  be  calcined  to  rednefs 
in  an  open  VeJfel ,  -  that  the  fuperfluous  Phlegm  may  be  drawn 
away,  and  made  jit  ter  for  the  enfuing  Difli/lation.  But  who¬ 
ever  calcined  Verdegr eR  purified,  in  Apothecaries  Shops , 
call'd  the  flowers  of  Verdegrefe  ,  to  rednefs  ,  without  the  di¬ 
minution  of  its  Virtues  $  Who  I  fay  has  di fill'd  a  mojlRed  Oyl 
out  of  this  calcined  Powder  <?  Verdegrefe  therefore  mu jl  be 
diffolved  not  in  common,  but  Philofophical  Vinegar*  in  order 
to  be  not  only  purified  *  but  reduced  alfo  into  Vitriol,  gra¬ 
duated  to  the  highefl.  In  the  20th  Kind  ,  Bafilius  diflilsthe 
fame  Red  Oy  l  of  Venus ->  ponderous  as  Lead  or  Gold ,  thief  os 
Blood ,  and  of  a  fiery  quality  ^  that  is  ,  of  cxtream  acidity  , 
out  of  Roman  Vitriol  being  highly  graduated  ,•  that  is  ,  either 
’  macerated  ,  or  throughly  diffolved  in  the  Spirit  of  Philofophi¬ 
cal  Wine.  In  the  21  th  Kind  ,  We  too  f  Notice,  that  the  fame 
Vitriol  ^Copper  or  Verdegrefe  being  purified  with  common 
Vinegar ,  was  reduced  into  a  graduated  Vitriol ,  not  indeed  by 
the  Spirit  ^Philofophical  Wine  alone  ,  but  with  the  juice  of 
Sowre  Grapes ,  that  is,  mix'd  with  common  Vinegar  ,  or  fonie 
other  flronger  Acid,  and  then  difiilled  into  the  Oyl  of  Venus* 
If  Metals,  Minerals  ,  and  all  other  Acids  diffolved  in  acids  , 
and  reduced  into  Vitriol?  ,  be  fo  graduated  with  the  Spirit  of 
Philofophical  Wine  or  Philofophical  Vinegar ,that.the  defir  fd 
'  Oyls  may  be  drawn  from  them ,  the  reafon  why  Vitriols  alone 
•  made  Copper  ,  fhould  be  deprived  of  the  fizid  Priviledge  , 
cannot  eafily  be  apprehended  :  It  matters  not  whether  Vitriol 
be  graduated  according  to  the  method  given  hi  Numb.  1 1 3.  or 
according  to  the  prefer  iption  of  the  prefent  Receipt ,  for  the  fame 
v Spirit  and  Oyl  is  produced  either  way . 
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Now  this  Ojil  of  Venus  being  made ,  and  diluted  in  common 
Water  ,  Iron  is  reduced  into  graduated  Vitriol ,  which  mufl 
like  the  Vitriol  0/Ve nus  he  alfo  calcined  into  a  RedColour^and 
then  diflilled  into  a  White  Spirit  and  Red  Oyl.  The  Method  of 
.  this  Prccefs  is ,  in  Libro  particul.  in  particulari  Martis  ,  thus  : 
Take  off  the  Red  Oyl  of  Vitriol  one  part ,  of  Spring-water 
two  parts ,  mix  ,  wherein  difiolve  the  Filings  of  Steel ,  filter 
the  Solution  warm  ,  then  evaporate  it  gently  to  the  comfum- 
ption  ofa  third  part  ,  and  in  a  cold  place  you  (hall  find  Cri- 
ftals  fweet  as  Sugar  ,  the  true  (that  is  graduated )  Vitriol  of 
Mars ,  from  which  decant  the  Solution ,  then  draw  it  off  a 
little,  and  in  a  cold  place  you  will  have  New  Criftals,.  which 
gently  calcine  under  a  Tyle  ,  ftirring  them  continually  with 
an  Iron  Spatula,  into  a  Powder  of  a  Purple  Colour,  to  which 
pour  ( Philofophical )  diftifd  Vinegar  5  extrari:  the  Soul 
(Tin&ure  or  Effence)  of  Mars  ,  draw  off  the  Vinegar ,  and 
edulcorate  the  Soul :  This  is  that  Soul  of  Mars ,  which  be- . 
ing  diffolved  in  the  Spirit  of  Mercury  ,  and  united  with  the 
Soul  of  Sol ,  tingeth  Luna  into  Sol . 

But  ofthefe  below ,  The  Vitriol  0/Mars  being  graduated  and 
calcined  into  a  Purple  Powder  in  our  Receipt ,  is  without  the 
extraUion  of  its  Soul  diflilled  into  the  Philofophers  Mercury, 
and  Philofophical  Sulphur,  the  true  Oyl  of  Mars  and  Venus, 
the  Menltruum  next  fore-going  in  Numb.  1 3 1.  Out  of  which , 
tp  makg  the  prefent  Spirit  of  Mercury ,  the  Salt  mufl  be  ex - 
trailed  out  of  the  Caput  mortuum  ,  with  Philofophical  Vine¬ 
gar  ,  which  Salt  being  mix  d  with  the  Oyl  of  Mars  and  Venus  , 
and  dijlild  together  through  an  Alembick  ,  is  calTd  the  firfl 
Matter  0/Metals. 

Bafilius  fometimes  ufed  the  Salt  and  Sulphur  of  Sol ,  in- 
f lead  of  the  faid  Salt  extra&ed  out  of  the  Caput  mqr- 
.  tuum.  Thus ,  v 
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The  Oyl  of  Mars  and  Venus ,  acuated  with 
the  Sulphur  and Saltc/Sol  o/Balilius. 

In  Supplement o. 


Ake  of  the  Purple  Coloured  Gold  (the  Crocus  of  Sol  > 

1‘  des  Konings  Purpur  Mantel)  half  an  ounce,  of  the 
Philofophers  Oyl  of  Mercury  (  the  Oyl  of  Mars  and 
Venus  )  one  ounce  and  half,  diffblve  ,  to  which  add  of  the 
Salt  of  Sol  two  drachms  5  all  being  refolved  into  an  Oyl , 
reftifie  it  by  a  Retort ,  that  it  may  be  clear  and  pellucid. 

For  the  Spirit  0/Univerfal  Mercury  ,  Bafilius  too  f  Copper 
diffolved  in  Philofbphical  Vinegar,  and  crijlallized  into  gra¬ 
duated  Vitriol ,  and  with  gentle  calcination  ,  reduced  it  into 
the  true  Crocus ,  or  Red  Powder  ofVtn us  :  But  the  Iron  he  dif¬ 
folved  in  the  OylofVe  nus  (  di filled  out  oft  he  faid  Crocus  of 
Venus)  crijlallized  and  calcined  into  the  Crocus  of  Mars.  For 
the prefentMenftruum  he  requireth  Gold  diffolved  in  Balneo 
Regis  (defcrihedin  Numb.  89.)  and  reduced  into  a  volatile 
graduated  Vitriol ,  which  then  being  diffolved  in  Dijlil  dWa- 
ter,  he  precipitates  with  three  times  as  much  of  Argent  Vive  , 
out  of  ^eMenftruum  but  the  amalgam  e from  thence  produced, he 
gently  calcines  under  aTylcfnto  a  Purple  Powder  or .  Crocus  5 
as  to  the  making  of  which  here  only  by  the  by,  but  in  the fol¬ 
lowing fecond  and  third  Booky ,  we  fall  treat  more  fully  of  it. 
The  way  of  making  the  Salt  of Sol,  he  has  thus  in  Libro  particul. 
in particulari  Solis ,  defcribed  :  Take  the  White  Body  of  Sol 
left  in  the  extra&ing  of  its  Soul ,  (the  Ejfence  extr ailed  out 
of  the  Crocus  oiSol ,  with  the  fweet  Spirit  of  Salt  defer  i  bed  in 
Numb.  28.)  reverberate  it  gently  for  half  an  hour  ,  that  it 
may  be  made  corporal ,  then  pour  to  it  the  Corrofive  Water 
of  Honey  well  rectified  ,  which  in  a  gentle  heat  will  extract 
the  Salt  in  the  fpace  of  temday s :  All  the  Salt  being  extrafted, 
dr^w  off  the  Menfiruttiti  from  it  in  Balneo  ,  edulcorate  the 
Salt,  by. repeating  Cohobations  in  common  Diftilled  Water  , 
and  laftly,  Clarify  it  with  the  Spirit  of  (  Philofopbcal)  Wine,* 

and  you  will  have  the  Salt  of  Gold.  : 

..-Sr/  .  X  x  2  Concerning 
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Concerning  this  Water  of  Hofoey,  Bafilius  in  Curra  triumph  alt 
Antimonii ,  Pag.  77.  .*  Out  of  fweet Honey  may  be  made 

the  ftrongeft  Corr olive  and  Poyfon ,  which  is  to  moft  men 
a  thing  incredible.  The  fame  affirms  Paracelfus ,  faying  :  The 
like  is  to  be  underftood  in  Honey ,  whi<ph  by  its  elevations  is 
made  much  (harper  than  any  Aqua  F ortis  and  Corro five  ,  and 
more  penetrative  than  any  Sublimate  3  fuch  a  property  of ; 
fharpnefs  it  hath,  not  Naturally,  but  by  elevation ,  which 
changeth  this  Honey  into  a  Corrofive.  Libra  5.  Arc  hid. 
Pag.  18.  and  e  lf  where ,  Cap .  14.  de  Morbis  Tartar .  P ag,  319* 
Honey  of  it  fclfia  innocent ,  but  in  the  third  elevation  be¬ 
comes  mortal.: 


The  way  of  making  this  Watery  s  not  indeed  in  the  Writings ± 
which  we  have  either  0/Bafilius  or  Paracelfus  5  yet  eafily  will  a 
diligent  Difeiph  learn  the  fame ,  by  the  Principles  of  his  Art, for 
either  the  Coelum  Mellifluum  of  Parifinus  muft  be  diffolved  in 
difiilUd  Vinegar,  orfome  fironger  acid,  or  crude  Honey  coho- 
bated  in  Philofophical  Vinegar  ,  that  is,  common,  mix  d  with 
the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  ,  and  the  Vrocefs  will  be 
floor  ter  and  better*  But  this  Salt  of  Gold  may  be  aljb  made 
without  the  fid  Water  of  Honey  ,  provided  the  Menftruum  be 
jb  corrofive  as  to  diffolve  the  remaining  Body  of  the  Gold ,  thus 
in  Lahore  tertio  R.evelat<  he  reverberates  the  Caput  mortuum 
of  Gold,  the  /pace  of three  days,  then  calcines  it  with  an  equal 
weight  of  the  Salt  0/Tartar,  which  he  wafoeth  of  with  Di filled 
Water,  and  extracts  the  Salt  out  of  the  dried  Powder  with' 
Vinegar,  which  drawing  off  the  Vinegar  ,  he  clarifies  with 
the  Spirit  of  Wine  ,  that  is,,  he  difiblves  ,  filters,  draws  off,  and * 
crifialliz>eth  it  into  the  true  Salt  0/Sol.  In  another  place  ,  he 
eXtraUs  the  Salt  0/ Gold  by  the  Spirit  ofVniverfal  Mercury  ,r 
us  in  Elucidatione/i  2.  Claytum,  where  he  .affirms  ,  that  she 
Philofophers  Ston q.  cannot  be  coagulated  or  fixed  without  this  - 
Salt  5  and  that  he  hath  taught  the  way  of  making  it  in  the  fourth 
K-ty .  By  the  Philofophers  ^/Mercury*  he  means  the  Oyl 
of  Mars  anAVims^  not  yet  reduced  into  the  Spirit  ofVniver¬ 
fal  Mercury  ^  or  acuated  with  its  own  Salt ,  and  the  more  fix¬ 
ed  part  indeed  ef  thi s  Menftruum  ,  which  he  calls  the  Philo¬ 
fophers  Sulphur  ,  not  the  psore  volatile  part  ,T.  which  isc  call  d 
%  Philofophers  Mercury  rWtih  thk  Sulphurie  diffotvesthe 
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3oul  or  Crocus  of  Sol ,  and  converts  it  into  potable  Gold. 
Libro  de  fupernaturali  Medicina.  Yet  fometimes  he  would 
have  us  take  the  fame  Oyl  (^Mercury  for  the  Oyl  ^Rornan  Vi¬ 
triol  ,  the  Menftruum  defiribed  in  Numb.  98.  So  in  Libro  de 
particular,  in  particulari  Solis,  he  reduceth  the  white  Body  of 
the  King  (  Gold ,  left  in  the  extraction  of  the  Soul  or  Cro¬ 
cus  of  Sol  )  with  Philofophical  Sulphur ,  which  is  the  fecond 
Principle  in  order  ,  and  the  Spirit  ^/Mercury  (a  little  before 
call'd  the  White  Spirit  ofVVLX\o\)intopure  and  malleable  Gold , 
as  it  was  before  ,  not  in  the  leaf  defective  in  colour  and  vir- 

tli€» 

Sometimes  he  acuates  the  Spirit  of  VniverfWMcicxizy^with 
the  Sulphur  and  Salt  of  other  Metals :  Thus,  , 

s  •  '  •  •  •  '  .  V-  \  '  /  V  ■ 

>  v  4 

134.  Tke  spirit  of  Univerfal  Mercury  acuated  with 
the  Sulphur  and  Salt  of  Luna  of  Bafilius. 

Ubr,  fartic.  in  particul.  L  un<z. 

THe  Sulphur  of  Luna  being  extracted  and  edulcorated, 
dry  the  remainder  of  the  Calx  of  Luna ,  -  to  which 
pour  the  fame  Corrofive  Water  ofHoney  ,  that  you 
ufed  for  the  Salt  of  Sol ,  digeft  gently  the  fpace  of  four  or 
five  days,  that  the  Salt  of  the  Luna  may  be  extracted,  which 
you  will  know  by  the  Whitenefs  of  the  Menftruum.  All 
the  Salt  being  extra&ed,  draw  off  the  Water  ofHoney,  edul¬ 
corate  the  Salt ,  diddling  and  clarifying  it  with  the  Spirit  of 
(Philofophical)  Wine.  The  remainder  left  in  extraftmg  the 
Salt  of  the  Luna,  edulcorate ,  and  dry  ,  thenpopr  rheSpiiit 
of  Tartar  to  it,  digeft  fifteen  days ,  and  proceed  as  with  the 
Gold,  and  you  will  have  the  Mercury  of  Luna  (  of  which  in 
the  Second  Book ,  for  here  we  ufe  it  not.')  The  laid  Salt  of 
Luna  hath  excellent  Virtues  for  the  Body  of  Man,  of  which 
I  (hall  treat  in  a  place  more  convenient.  -Irr  the  mean  time 
the  efficacy  of  the  Salt  and  Sulphur  of  Luna -you  will  learn 
by-the  Procefs  following.  Take  the  Laznrine  Sulphur  of 
Luna ,  diflolved- in  the  Spirit  of  (Philofophical  )  Wine 
(  rectified  )  and  coagulated  5  put  it  in  a  Cucurbit,  pour  to  it 
V:  •  double 
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double  the  quantity  of  the  Spirit  of  Mercury  made  of  the 
White  Spirit  of  Vitriol :  In  like  manner  take  the  Salt  o  f  Lu¬ 
na  extrafted  and  clarified  ,  which  mix  with  three  times  the 
quantity  of  the  Spirit  of  Mercury ,  lute  both  the  Glaftes,  and 
digeft  gently  in  Balnea  thefpace  of  eight  days  and  nights  3 
have  a  care  that  none  of  the  Sulphur  and  Salt  be  loft  but 
let  them  be  in  the  fame  quantity  as  they  were  feparated  from 
the  Silver.  Putrifa&ion  being  ended,  mix  both  Difiolmions 
and  diftil ,  &c.  .  ^  7 

He  fometimes  acuated  thk  Spirit  without  Metallick  Sal  Laud 
Sulphurs  only  thus  .* 

•  135.  The  Spirit  of  Univerfal  Mercury  acuated  with 
the  Sulphur  of  Sol  and  Luna  of  Bafilius. 

Libro  part ic id.  in  particul.  Lunas. 

V  ,  .  •  ■  .  /  "-s.  I 

_  ft  t 

TAke  of  the  Sulphur  of  Luna  one  part ,  of  the  Sulphur  of 
Sol  half  a  part ,  of  the  Spirit  of  Mercury  fix  parts,  joyn 
them  together  ,  lute  well ,  digeft  in  a  gentle  heat,  and  a  Li¬ 
quor  will  come  over  of  a  Red  Colour ,  diftil  through  an  A~ 
lembick  ,  fo  as  nothing  to  remain. 

Thk  Spirit  of  Mercury  he  fermented  not  onely  with  the  Sul¬ 
phurs  of  the  perfeB  Bodies  ,  but  fometimes  added  to  them  with - 
al  the  Sulphur  of  fome  imperfect  Metal ,  as  Mars,  thus; 

136.  The  Spirit  of  Univerfal  Mercury  acuated  with 
the  Sulphur  of  Sol  and  Mars  of  Bafilius. 

Libro  panic,  in  partic.  Solis. 

TAke  of  the  Sulphur  pf  Sol  and  of  the  Sulphur  of  Mars,, 
equal  parts  of  each  -,  of  the  Spirit  of  Mercury  the 
heightli  of  two' Fingers  above  them ,  that  the  Matter 
may  be  well  difiolved.  into  a  Golden  Water  of  a  Ruby  Co¬ 
lour  ,  being  mix’d  ,  diftil  through  an  Alembick  ,  that  they 
may  become  one ,  as  they  were  at  firft.  from  one  Stem  ,  keep 
it  well ,  that  nothing  may  evaporate. 

-  ’  Bejides 
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Bejides  the  Sulphur  ofM&xs  he  foretimes  added  alfo  the  Sul¬ 
phur  of  Antimony  ,  thus  : 

1 37.  The  Spirit  of  Univerfal  Mercury  acuated  with 
the  Sulphurs  of  Sol,  Mars,  and  Antimony 

of  Bafilius. 

v  -  •  v  % 

Libro  par  tic.  in  particul.  Antimoniu 

TAke  of  the  Sulphur  of  Antimony  two  parts ,  of  the  Sul-  ' 
phur  of  Sol  one  part  ,  mix.  Take  of  the  Sulphur  of 
Mars  three  parts ,  of  the  Spirit  of  Mercury  fix  parts  ,  being 
well  luted  digeft  ,  that  the  Sulphur  of  Mars  may  be  wholly 
diifolved  5  then  call  in  a  fourth  part  of  the  Sulphur  of  Anti¬ 
mony  and  Sol ,  lute  again  ,  and  digeft  till  they  be  all  diflol- 
ved  ,  then  add  another  fourth  part  of  Antimony  and  Sol, 
repeating  the  Work  ,  as  before  ,  till  all  be  perfedly  mix’d, 
and  the  Matter  made  like  a  thick  Red  Oyl ,  diftil  the  whole  . 
through  an  Alembick. 

Sometimes  he  fermented  thk  Spirit  . after  an.unufual  way  , 
namely  ,  without  the  Sulphur  of  my  perfect  Metal  ,  but  meer 
imperfedt  onely,  thus : 

- -  ,  ✓ 

138.  7  he  Spirit  of  Univerfal  Mercury  acuated  with 
the  Sulphur  of  Mars,  Jupiter,  and  Saturn 

of  Ba  filius. 

Libro  partic.  in  partic.  Mer cur'd Vivi.  ■ 

\  •  '  |  :  ]  -  v  ' .  ’ 

TAkoof  the  Soul  of  Mars  two  Ounces,  of  the  Soul  of 
Saturn  one  Ounce  ,  of  the  Soul  of  Jupiter  one  Ounce,  ; 
difiolve  them  in  fix-  Ounces  of  the  Spirit  of  Mercury  , 
being  well  difiolved  *  diftil  them  through  an  Alembick 
without  any  Sediment  into  a  Golden  Water  like  to  the  trail- 
fparent  Diffolution  of  Gold. 
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Tko  thefe  Menftruums  of  Bafilius  may  well  deferve  the  firfi 
place  among  the  Dijfolvents  of  the  Adepts ,  yet  fome  of  the  A- 
depts  made  Menftruums  not  much  inferiour  to  them.  Ifaacus 
Hollandus  not  onely  the  better  to  dijfolve  Bodies  ,  hut  tinge 
them  alfo  deeper  ,  made  his  Menftruums  of  Tinging  Menftru¬ 
ums,  and  commo'n  Mercury,  hut  being  fatiated  with  the  Tin- 
Bur  es  (Souls,  'Sulphurs ,  See  .)  of  Tinging  Things.  Thus  made 
he  the  Menftruum  call'd , 

A  Compounded  Mercurial  Water  for  the 
'  Red  Work  of  lfaacus. 

Cap.  43.-  3.  Oper.  Miner. 

TAke  Argent  Five  purged  with  Salt  and  yinegar , 
which  fublime  with  an  equal  quantity  of  Ms  uftum. 
Crocus  of  Mars  ,  Crocus  of  Fenus  ,  and  Lapis  He¬ 
matites  ,  of  Roman  /  llriol  the  weight  of  all,  and  a  little  Salt, 
and  repeat  the  Sublimation  ieven  times  ,  eveiy  time  with 
new  Species ,  and  the  Mercury  will  be  fublimed  for  the  Red. 
Take  oLMs  uftum  ,  Cinahar ,  Crocus  of  Mars,  Fenus ,  Lapis 
-  Hematites  ,  Antimony  ,  equal  parts  of  each  5  of  Roman  Vi¬ 
triol  the  weight  of  all ,  mix, and  reduce  to  a  fine  Powder,  to 
which  pour  of  Aqua  Fit *  compl early  recti  ft  d  (  Spirit  of  Fhi- 
lofophical  Wine  )  the  height  of  two  hands  breadth,  digeft  m 
Balnea  three  days ,  ftirring  the  Matter  daily  ,  then  draw  oft 
the  da  it  a  Fit. e  with  a  gentle  Fire  ,  then  increafe  the  Fire  gra¬ 
dually  j  laftly,  force  with  a  moftftrong  Fire  for  the  fpace  ot 
Twelve  hours ,  that  all  the  Spirits  may  afeend  :  This  Work 
muft  be  three  times  repeated  with  new  Matters  continu¬ 
ally.  Take  of  this  Water  one  Pound,  of  Argent  Five  fubli- 
rned  for  the  rod  as  much  as  fufficeth  ,  or  you  can  diflolve, 

•  diftil,  and  referve.  ,  c  . 

Befides  Mercury  he  foretimes  added  aljo  oulphiir  Hind  oai 

Arnioniack  fublimed for  the  red, ,  thus: 

1 40.  The 
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# 

V  1  '  1  '  *  ,  *•  v  »  «- 

■*'  v  ~  *  \  ‘  *  »'*%■.  1  «|  .  *  .X,  It.  i,  J  1  '  ‘  ‘  .  i  ,  J  ' 

i  'i\i  -na\-.  j  to  xri  (  L-a-^Um  **'  i 

40.  The  Philofophers  Wafer  made  o/Three  Spirits 

of  lfaacus. 


p  10. 


iw  t  *  1ft  ur-i  \\  *♦»  ,4  v  •»  .  » 

Akc  o  1  Roman  l  lino!  i  1  x  parts,  of  Tapjy  Ihcematites  , 
Crocus  of  Mar syoilBnus ,  Cinabar^RLs  njh/my Mineral 
Antimony ,  of each  one  part ,  dry  well  and  mix,  put 
the  Matter  in  a  Retort ,  and  pour  to  it  of  AquaFit<e  reetind 
(Spirit  of  Pkilofcphical  Wine  )  four  Pounds,  difiil,  and  coho- 
bate  three  times ,  with  the  Caput  Mortuuni  pulverized:  Di¬ 
vide  the  Water  into  two  parts,  whereof  lave  one  ,  in  the  o- 
thcr  diilolve  one  Ounce  of  Salarmoniack,  fublitaed  to  red- 
nels,  in  Balnco  y  which  being  diilolved  ,  diilolve  one  Ounce 
of  Sulphur  prepared  s  laftly,alfo  putin  an  Ounce  of  Mercury 
fublitned  for  the  Red  Work  :  Thele  three  being  diilolved 
in  the  DilloLving  Water  made  of  Aqua  Fiu  ,  you  have  a  Wa¬ 
ter,  which  is  defervedly  called  the  Philofophers  Water ,  by 
reafon  of  its  admirable  and  fecret  Virtues',  the  Miracles  of 

w  hich  rouft  not  bedelcribed,  becaufe  not  convenient  for 
certain  Reafons ,  &c. 

The  Preparation  of  Sulphur ,  Take  of  Sulphur  Vivimi  x  2 
■Pounds ,  to  vrhich  being  pulverized  ,  pour  diftilled  (Phi- 
lofophical)  Vinegar  ,  let  them  boyl  gently  in  Balnco  ,  the 
Veliel  being  very  clofe  the  fpace  of  three  days  ^  decant  the 
Vinegar  being  now  tinged  warily  s  to  the  refidue,  pour  New 
Vinegar  ,  digelf,  and  decant ,  and  fo  often  repeat ,  till  no 
more  Vinegar  will  be  tinged  :  The  tinged  Matter  difiil  gent¬ 
ly  in  Balnco  ,  to  the  remainder  of  a  fourth  part  s  from  the 
refidue  ,  you  will  in  the  Ipace  of  three  or  four  days  in  a  cold 
Celler  receive  Crillals  (the graduated  Vitno\  <?/Sulphur)hke 
Niter  ,  •  clear  as  Amber  ,  and  of  the  colour  of  Gold  :  The 
remaining  V inegar  evaporate  into  a  Golden  Powder  ,  then 
diilolve  the  Crillals  and  Powder  in.  the  aforefidd  Vinegar  . 
?nd-,Ci  illallize  ,  and  that  fo  eft ,  rill  .the  Sulphur  lean  ' 
Feces  . behind  it.  This  is  a. great  Ahhymical  Sdr.  t  to 
Purging  Of  Sulphur.  Tk%fr$fiarat:ot;ofM 
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Roman  Vitriol  (by  which  the  Adepts  do  more  than  often  mean 
that  which  is  graduated)  iix  or  eight  Pounds,  of  common 
Salt  two  founds ,  mix  them  together  with  three  Pounds  of 
Mercury",  purged  with  Salt  and  Vinegar,  fublime the Mer- 
cury  ,  and  that  repeat  three  times  always  with  new  Species , 
keep  the  Mercury. 

Tie  Preparation  o/Salarmoniack  ,  Take  ot  halarmomactg 
three  Pounds ,  fublime  it  thrice  with  Roman  Vitriol ,  and  La¬ 
pis  hematites ,  with  New  Matters  eveiy  time. 

Thothefe  Menftruums  o/lfaacus  are  not  Jo  much  ejleemed, 
n thofe  before  o/Bafilius  ,  as  to  the  Excellency  of  Preparation , 
yet  are  they  ofm  lefs  but  the fame  Virtue  with  thoje ,  as  to  the 
quality  of  tinging ,  for  they  are  made  of  the  fame  Sulphurs , 
Crocuf.es, W  Ef.ences  of  Mars,  Venus,  Sulphur,  <^e.  as  the 
compounded  Mineral  Menftruums  of  Bafthus  were  made  of. 
Lully  acuates  the  fame  Menftruums  with  Metalhck  Ellences , 
not  indeed  already  made ,  but  to  be  made  in  the  preparation  of 
the  Menftruum ,  thus  with  the  Stinking  Menftruum  ,  acuattd 
with  Vegetable  Salharmoniack,  he  makes  the  Ejjence  e/Luna, 
which  being  mix’d  with  the  faid  Menftruum ,  becomes  a  Men¬ 
ftruum  of  this  Kind  ,  and  i  s  called. 

14 1.  The  Compounded Water  of  Silver  of  Lully. 

Cap.  10  .  Pr  attic  <z  7  eft  amen  t i  major h  Pag.  1 6 1. 

Vol  4.  Th.  Chym. 

IN  the  Power  of  A  (God,)  take  one  Ounce  of  F  (  clear 
Luna,  Pag.  171.)  well  purged  and  refined :  And  that 
Silver  being  well  beaten  (extendedwith  a  Hammer) into  - 
Leaves,  cut  them  into  finall  pieces ,  Ihort  and  (lender  ,  then 
divide  them  into  two  equal  parts ,  and  take  two  diffolving; 
Glafles  the  Form  and  MeafUre  of  which  ,  you.  will  fee  m= 

the  Ch  apter  of  Vejfels  5  and  in  one  of  thefe  two, put-one  Ounce 
and  a  half  of  E .(Menflrual  Pag.171.  alleadgedby  before,  m 

Numb.  67.)  I  mean  the  eighth  part  of  the  whole 
then  put  in  prefently  one  part  of  F,  and  be  careful  lrntfiedi* 
atejy  to  flog  the  Mouth  of  the  Veftel  with  it|  Cover  ,  and 
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fete  the  ioynt  well ,  with  the  feting  afoftfaul  fin  the 
Preparation  of  the  fid  Menftrual  )  or  with  clear  and  pure 
Wax  v  which  done  ,  put  it  in  Balnea  Man<e  hot  for  three 
days-,  that  God  may  give  you  a  happy  day.  Then  take  l 
(the  Diffohtmi  ofthcS/lvefinA  ft  ram  (decant)' the  Water 
into  another  clean  Clafs  Vetiel ,  and  incline  the  Vel  0  weh 
and  warily ,  that  the  Earth  of  F  may  not  be  ftrained  wrui 
the  Water,  nor  the  Water  troubled ,  and  hop  the  faul  Phia 
wherein  you  put  the  Water  of  F,  and  keep  it  apart.  Then 
noon  the  Diiiolving  Vcflel  of  that  F ,  which  ough  t  to  be 
Solved^  (the  ^hcr  fart  of  Silver  to  he  di ft  tiled  n:toaMen- 
flrnnm)  put  its  Alend  fi,  which  muft  be  clofe  andailcreet- 

ly  joyned  with  the  luting  a  forcfaid  ;  then  place  it  upon  fitted 

Alhel  and  fetting  it  on  a  Fornace ,  kindle  your  Fire  and 
Ami  put  the  Liquor  in  a  Glafs  Phial ,  and  make  a  Hre  of 
Saw-duft  ,  and  when  the  Liquor  is  in  a  manner  all  dift.1  led 
ft  Jnathen  the  Fire  a  little  with  Coals ,  according  to  that 
which  is  uled  for  the  exaft  calcining  of  an  Fai  th  ,  but  keep 
it  from  too  much  heat ,  for  we  have  feen  it  done  by  the  heat 
of  the  Sun ;  underhand  this  well,  unlefs  you  would  be  made 
a  fool  give  this  heat  continually  for  eleven  hours,  then  ftop 
the  Fomir  and  goto  tleep,  and  in  the  Morning  take 
voUrCakinatory  (  which  isfo  called  hecaf  of  the  property 
]ffts  operation  )  and  put  in  the  Menftrual  often  mentioned, 
wherein  G  (our  Mercurial  Pag.  17 1,  er  Vegetable  Sal  anno-. 
.  /  \  c  JifidiveATCee  the  Menflrnum  below  in Numb.147.) 

ana  the  fume  afeend ,  nn<l  ,h« 

Metal  calcined  with  hqucfaUien  ,  but  ftop  it  better  than 
WoiewiS  own  (topple .  which  goes  in  (to  the  faid  Cal- 
SotvVandhavea  cite  of  puting.t  mto  any  other  heat , 
riftit  hath  operated  by  its  own  Virtue ,  and  when  it  hath 

SjfH *££  diKftwheri”toufcit is  fo expedient. 

Subftance  of^a^Body'depurated  by  Water ,  and  earned  by 

X  y  2 
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the  Water  of  the  Wind, always  keep  apart,  and  when  it  is  all' 
difiolved  (and  dijlillcd)  joyn  them  together ,  then  putrifie 
fix  weeks  (to  be  circulated)  in  a  temperate  heat,  where  the 
VeCcl  Euift  be  vc-ty  well  luted  with  its  Cover ,  and  fo  ought 
the  Figure  of  I  to  be.  done  (the  empofitia?, ,  0r  cowl  o;wd- 
ed  Water  of  Lv,m,  Pag.  lyi.  of  t/.e  fame  Volume ,)  ,  ; 

The  fame  way  fometimes  ie  prepares  the  Ellence  of  Gold 
with  the  Stinking  Lunar  Menftruum,  by  addition  of  which 
he  makes  the  fame  Menftruum  more  acute, ,  that 'it  more 
whle,  ..  .  .  i  '  | 


42.  /Le  Stinking  Lunar  Menftruum  acuatfd  with 

tlje  Lllcncc  of  Sol  c/Lully. 

bS’iiiiiib  Ik  rx 


Or 

tx;1  jua  ,  rfj 


.  ? 

In  Experimento  jo.  )  ‘ 


l^Ake-  the  sforefaid  Water,  wherein  you  have  thei 
jf_  ^ul  .°f.  (dcfcriiedin  Ntimh.  12  if)  and  dip 
cW  r  ^}VC  m  U  wo  Ounces  or  one  and  a  half  of  the  fixed. 
SalfOf  Ortne  ,  fas  you  ■have  -it-  hi  its i fexpaifitient'  (the 
fixth  ,  but  produced  by  m  in  Numb:-  50.)  which  being 'dif- 

folved  ,  diilolve  one  Ounce  of  Gold  iri  that  Water  putre 

fig  ,ei|ht  days. ,  then  ieparate  r he  Water-  by  Balnea  <  ’and-  the- 
body:  will  remain  m  the  Vefiel  like-  melted  .honey  ,  upon* 
winch  Matter  pour  back  fo  ' much  of  the DiftiUecl  Water f 
as  to  Fwirrf  two  fingers  above  itf  coyer  ithe-  Vellel  with  its 
Airtfiptorinm  ,  'and  putrefie  in  Balnea,  the  fpace  of  24 

on  A  Id  pt*  E? s-.E  -tWn-W  _  •» 


ft  and  that  which  comes  over;  kc. 
itpis  the  aniiphted  Spirit ,  or  Soul  of  the  G 

* f  L  i  }  Of ff 


\  . 
]  £j  Llfi-  1  Ofij 
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,vi.  i  .  t  f  i  *  f  f  .  “V  «''*  V  f  a  ^  ^  f  f  /T* 

c  yw  , ^ jJinuc^D  ytinH  r 
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F.om  the  Receipts  we  obferve.-  - 


i  4 


T  r 


w.vt 
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r  r ; 


I.r  ^Hat  the  Menftfnmns  of  this  Kind  are  more  table  than 
j  thoje  of  the  20th  and  21th  Kinds  $  there  the  Ef 
•  femes  or  Magi Jl  cries  of  Metals  were  dijfolved  m  Sim¬ 
ply  Mineral  Menfhuuras,  but  here  hi  the  fame  compounded. 

2.  That  thefe  Menftruums  differ  not  from  th e  fvien ft ru unis 
of  the  Tenth  Kh/d  ,  but  in  the  addition  of  Acidity  5  dijjolve 
a  Menftruum  of  the  fud  Kind  in  what  Acid  yon  will ,  and 
it  will  be  forthwith  transformed  into  a  Menftruum  of  this 
Kind . 

f  KThrtrirtkrfe  Menftrimms'^re  'by  Digeflion  m'actc  fwectlK 
g din ,  and.  Vegetable  as  before . 

4.  That  thefe  Menftruums  are  notfatiated ,  but  by  their 
Dijjolutions  augmented  ,  as  well  in  quantity  as  quality  in 
infinitum. 

5.  That  the  Spirit  of  Univerfal  Mercury  ,  or  firft  Mat -  - 
ter  of  Metals  of  Bafilius,  is  by  him  alfo  called  Mercury  dupli¬ 
cated  ,  wherein  the  Kings  Mantle  is  to  be  dijfolved.  Sect.  1. 
Cnp.’de  Sulphure  Mercurii  ,<  Sefi.  2.  de  Vitriolo  Phil,  and 
Ss&j  2|*Cap.  4.  de  Vitriolo  Veneris.  In  another  place .,  the 
Sulphur  of  Mars  andVm  us  duplicated.  Seft.i.Cap.g.dedulph, 
Martis  &  Veneris.  In  another  place  the  Soul  of  Mars  and 
Venus ,  as  in  Particul.  Venerk. 

6.  That  this, duplicated  Mercury  is  made ‘much  better  by 
adding  tic  Kings  Mantle,  the  Crocus  of  Sol,  Luna ,  and  0- 
ther  Metals.  That  the  Menftruums  of  aim  of  all  Kinds  are 
prom  / feu  on  fly  called  Philofophcrs  Mercuries,  but  of  thefe  more  , 
copiVPffi)m\W tj 'Yn'FM  I  fiircl"  Boo^f1  'r™mm> m 

7.  That  the  Spirit  of  Univerfal  Mercury  <?/ Bafilius  ,  is 
the  fame  with  the  Magifteries  of-  Mars  and  Verite. ,  made 
after  the  Mineral  way  5  dijjolve  the  Magi ji erics  of  Mars 
and  Venus  in  the  common  Spirit  of  Vitriol  ,  and  by  this 
fmple  Dijfolution  ^  you  will  mabye  the  Jamc  Spirit  of,  Univerfal  : 
Mercury. 


N 


/  ■ 
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*  '  -  •  ■'/»%  f  . 

The  Four  and  Twentieth  KIND. 


Mineral  W[enft.vxmmsc  ompounded  of Ve¬ 
getable  and  Mineral  Menftmums 

mix’d  together.  -  v  •  , 

14.3.7/^  Vegetable  Fire  feifolved in  the  Calcinative 

Water  c/ Lully. 

Pdg.  363.  Magidi  Nat ur alls. 

TAke  of  the  Vegetable  Water  acuated  (\/£e  Metallic k. 
Soul  of  Lully  ,  defer  ibed  in  Numb.  5.  )  one  Ounce , 
put  it  in  a  Phial  with  a  long  Neck,  into  which  youu 
poured  three.  Ounces  of  the  Calcinative  Water  (^Mineral 
Menftruum  deferibed  in  Numb.68.  )  and  fuddenly  cover  the 
Phial  with  its  Cover,  luted  clofe  with  Wax,  then  place  it 
well  in.  a  Balneo ,  the  fpace  of  two  Natural  days,  and  in  that 
time,  the  whole  Vegetable  w.ilL  be  converted  into  Clear 
Water.  • ‘ 

j  _  l  C  •  *•  •  ‘  *  r  ■  f  ‘  1 

Animadverfions; 

THe  Adepts  acuated  the  Spirit  0/Philofophical  Wine  di¬ 
vers  ways,  and  reduced  it .  into  fever  al  as  well  Vegeta¬ 
ble  us  Mineral  Menftruums  in  the  antecedent  Kinds.  Now 
in  this  24th  and  lafe  Kind 0/Menftrumns,  they  mix  not  either 
'  common  Oyly  or  Arid  \  or,  Acid  Matters ,  with  the  Unctions 
Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  ,  as  they  did  in  the  aforefoid 
Compofitions  of  Menftruums,  W joyn  Vegetable,  and  Mineral 

Menftruums , 


Menftruums*  already  perfected  together ,  in  order  to  wake  Men- 
ftruums  of  this  Kind.  The  hff  Menftruum  aim  oil  is  made  by 
Lilly,  and  call'd 

■.."■■IHIW.1I— ■ --  

144.  The  Vegie  table  Heave \\difc ilved  in  a  Mineral 

Menftruum of  Lully. 

Pag.  5^.  left  am.  Novi  (ft  mi. 

-  3  v*  ■  y v  rn  i* ^  rn  *  r  •*,*x  *  ??  ?■  ^ 

¥Akc  of  the  Stinging  Men f  mum  (  defer  i  Led  in  Nllinb. 
99.)  one  Pound ,  add  one  Pound,  or  half  a  Pound, 
which  will  be  enough  ,  of  Aqua  Vet <e  rnofr  perfectly 
ie&ified  (Phi  l  ofophical,  defer?  bed  in  N  umb.  30.)  and  acuated 
with  the  fublimed  Salt  of  Tartar  (in  Numb.  17.)  or  Wine  : 
Hold  the  Vefiel  in  your  hands,  and  do  not  put  it  on  the 
ground  or  any  other  place,  mill  the  fury  (of  the  ebullition ) 
is  over  ,  and  it, is  a  mixture  of  a  Vegetable  with  a  Mineral  5 
feal  it  with  Wax,  and  let  it  (land  a  day ,  then  put  it  two  days 
in  Balneo^  and  did il  in  Allies ,  and  you  will  have  a  limpid, 
clarifyd  and  ponderous  Water  5  then  put  it. in  a  Circulating 
Vefiel  very  welllealed  ,  the /pace  of  ftxteen  days  in  Balnea 
conveniently  ,  till  you  return,  and  lee  the  Water  well  united, 
and  at  the  bottom  of  the  Vefiel, f  in  the  form  of  a  Ciiftalline 
Salt ,  keen  it. 

The  fame  Menftruum  but  of  different  weight  he  made  elffe  where , 
he  added,  half  apart  of  the  Vegetable  Menftruum  to  one  part  of 
the  Stinking  Menftruum  in  the  antecedent^  dmt  in  the- following. 
Menftruum  he  raffs  more  of  the  Vegetable  than  Mineral 
Menftruum. 

;i 45.  Ice  compounded  of  Vegetable  and  Mineral 

Menftruums  of  Lully. 

Pag.  62.  Teftam.  Novif. 

TAke  of  the  .Mineral  G,  or  Stinffng  Menflrmim,  three 
Ounces ,  and  of  Aqua  Vit<e  reftiffd  anci  acuated  with 

the  Salt  of  Tartar  four  Ounces,  put  them  together  in  a  Glals, 

,  v  ■  v.  3*d&tFjp}\  pm^MnAtrm  A?  .  and" 


/ 


/ 
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and  diftil  nine  times  in  Balneo  ,  and  in  that  time  it  will  be 
all  converted  into  one ,  as  Tee . 

Pvipley  mix'd  vegetable  and  mineral  Menftruums  thus. 

,  .  , r  *-  7  s  •  ■  *.  .*■*  ..  •.  .!*>•  »  '  >'•  V'  4  ‘  ’  •*  1  "• 4  *s ' 

/  *  V  '  ’  '  *  '  '  '  / 

14^.  The  Aqua  Mirabilis  0/  Ripley. 

/’tfg.  212.  Fhilorcii. 

.  '  •  ..  .  >  . ,  - .  V-  ••  ,•  .  ;  ;  t  '  • 

TAke  the  Tartar  calcined  white  as  Snow  ,  grind  it  up¬ 
on  a  Marble, and  incerate  it  with  AquaVit#  fortified 
with  its  Species ,  as  is  premifed  (with*  the  Menftruum 
described  in  Numb.  8.)till  it  be  as  thin  pafte  $  then  put  it  in 
a  Circulating  Veflel,and  circulate  the  Water ,  till  it  is  whol¬ 
ly  dried  up  in  the  Tartar  }  repeat  the  fame  Work  ,  and  fo 
continue  ,  till  it  hath  drank  off  the  Water  double  its  part 
and  quantity  in  weight ,  which  dene ,  grind  the  Tartar,  and 
lay  it  upon  a  Stone ,  or  hang  it  in  a  Linnen  Bag  ,  '  and  put  a 
Glafs  under  to  receive  the  droppings  of  it ,  and  this  rauft  be 
done  in  a  place  under  ground ,  till  all  the  Tartar  is  diftilled 
into  clear  Water  5  out  of  which,  after  Diftillation  and  Coa¬ 
gulation^  made  a  wonderful  Salt  of  Nature,  which  the  Pki- 
lofophers  call  Salt-peher  ,  anclincombuftible  Sulphur  ( proper¬ 
ly  the  volatile  Salt  of  Tartar)  which  fixeth  any  Argent  Vive  : 
But  to  have  perfeft^ayz^  V/t£  (  requijite  for  this  Work))  put 
( Philofophical )  Wine  in  a  Circulatory  for  a  hundred  days  , 
to  be  circulated  with  its  Species ,  and  then  extra  &  Aqua  Vit£ 
out  of  it  (the  Menjlruum  in  Numb.  23.)  becaufe  if  you  put 
to  it  as  much  Salharmoniachf ublimed  as  Tartar  ,  one  drop 
of  it ,  after  it  is  perfected  ,  fuddenly  kills  a  Cancer  in  the 
Fleih  of  Man ,  and  if  it  be  dropped  upon  ones  hand  ,  pene¬ 
trates  it ,  and  diUolves  every  Body.  Without  this  Water 
we  profit  little  in  this  Art ,  and  he  that  has  this  Water ,  will 
not  in  the  leaft  doubt  of  compleating  the  Art :  But  this  Wa¬ 
ter  is  made  twice  as  ftrong  ,  if  an  equal  quantity  of  the  Mi¬ 
neral  Spirit,  wThich  is  the  P hi lofop her s  acute  Water  ( the  Green 
Lyon  of  Ripley  in  Numb.  59.)  be  added  to  it ,  and  then  cir¬ 
culated  upon  the  Tartar, and  upon  the  Sal  harmoniachyo  fpif~ 
•  '  "  '  Z  z  s  /  fity, 
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fity ,  and  then  diffolved  into  Water  $  which  if  done ,  this 
Water  will  be  of  greater  value  than  any  Gold ,  and  one  of 
the  wonderful  things  of  this  World. 

Sometimes  they  mixed  Vegetable  Salharmoniack, 
Vegetable  Menftruum yvith  Mineral  Menftruums.  Thus , 

t.  - 

'  ,  - 

147.  The  Stinking  Menftruum  acuated  with  the 

Salharmoniack  of  Lully. 

TAke  of  the  vegetable  G.  ( Vegetable  Mercury  or  Salhar- 
moniack)  one  Ounce,  put  it  in  the  Phial  with  a  long 
neck,  wherein  you  put  three  Ounces  of  E  before  (the  Stink? 
ing  Menjiruntnt  in  Numb.  67.)  and  prefently  ftop  it  with  its 
ftopple ,  fealed  with  common  Wax,  that  nothing  may  refpire, 
then  diftil  in  a  hot  Balneo  ,  the  fpace  of  three  Natural  days, 
into  a  clear  diffolved  Water. 

As  they  added  Salharmoniack  to  fimple Mineral  Menftruums^ 
fo  alfo  to  the  fame  compounded . 

148.  The  Stinking  Lunar  Menftruum ,  acuated 
with  Vegetable  Salharmoniack  of  Lully. 

Cap.  1 4.  Pr  attic*  Teft.  Major.  Pag.  163. 

Vol.  4.  Th.  Chynt. 

IN  the  power  of  A  f  God  J  take  one  Ounce  of  the 
Compounded  Water  of  Silver  ( deferibed  in  Numb.  1 41.) 
diftilled  through  an  Alembic 4,  and  put  to  it  one 
Ounce  of  the  vegetable  G.  (  Mercury  or  SalbarmoniackJ 
diffolve,  &c.  T  y 

Bafilius  mixed  thefi  Menftruums  thus* 

i4p.  The 


5  4<?«  The  Spirit  of  Mercury  mixed  with  Vi¬ 
triol  and  the  Fiery  Spirit  of  Wine 

of  Bafilius. 

Lahore  3.  Libri  Revelat. 

*  ,  4  .  .  . 

TAke  off  this  Oyl  (the  firfl  Matter  of  Metals  made  out  of 
Venus  and  Mars,  or  Spirit  of  Univerfal  Mercury  de 
feribed  in  Numb.  132.)  eight  Ounces,  of  the  Spiritof 
Wine  re&ified  to  the  higheft  {the  Menjlruum  deferibed  in 
Numb.  1 9.)  five  Ounces ,  diftil  by  a  Glafi  Retort,  and  that 
three  times,  always  with  New  Spirit,  fo  as  that  fifteen 
Ounces  of  the  fiery  Spirit  of  Wine  may  be  joyned  to  the 
eight  Ounces  of  Oyl. 

Paracelfus  made  the  following  mix'd  Menftr uum  pr  the  Ar¬ 
canum  Lapidis  or  Antimony. 


1  go.  The  mix’d  Menftruum  of  Paracelfus, 
Cap.  6.  Lib.  io.  Archidon.  Fag.  3 p. 

WHoever  defires  to  graduate  his  Metallick  Heaven 
{Antimony')  to  the  higheft  ,  and  reduce  it  to  an 
A&icn ,  muft  firft  extraft  the  liquid  primum  Ens 
Coeleftial  Fire,  Quinteflence  of  Mercury ,  {not  of  Sol  3  as  it 
js  ill  read  in  the  Latine)and  the  Metallick  Acetum  acerrimum 
{the  Circulatum  may  us  of  Paracelfus  deferibed  in  Numb.  51.) 
out  of  its  life, that  is, common  Mercury ,  by  diffolving  it  with 
its  Mother ,  that  is  ,  the  Arcanum  of  Salt  (  Salt  circulated 
in  Numb.  27.)  and  mix  it  with  the  Stomack  of  Anthion ,  that 
is,  the  Spirit  of  ^7r/^/(^eMenftruum  deferibed  in  Numb.98.) 
and  in  it  ( the  mix'd  Menftuum)  dilfolve,  digeft  ,  &c.  the 
coagulated  Mercury  of  Antimony  (  the  Regulus  of  Anti- 
mony .) 


Z  z  2 


From 


(  3«S  ) 


From  the  Receipts  we  obferve. 


v  / 


i.T  Hatthefe  Menftruums  are  the  mixtures  of  d/vers  Men- 
**  ftruums. 

2.  And  that  they  may  be  made  of  all  Vegetable  and  Mineral 
Menftruums,  being  mix'd  together  at  the  Artijls  pleafare . 

3.  Tet  that  they  are  made  the  better  ,  the  more  tinging  the 

Menftruums  were.  7  f  ,, 

4.  That  thefe  Menftruums  do  by  Digejiion  become  facet  and 
pure  Vegetable  Menftruums. 
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EPILOGUE. 

THefe  are  the  things ,  My  friends  !  which  I prcmifed ' jcu ; 
the  Menftruums  of  Diana  , hitherto  by  none  but  the  Adepts 
defer  ibed,  declared ,  and  rightly  applied  to  Zfe,  and  are 
now  by  me  fo  manifeftly  explained ,  and  diftributed  into  their  Kinds, 
that  "they  may  be  dijiwttly  apprehended  even  by  the  meanefe  Chy- 
mifts.  There  are  indeed  many  more  Menftruums  remaining  (  for 
Diana  has  fuperfluity  of  Menftruums )  which  I  have  not  Jhewed 
you ;  but  1  thought  thefe  fufficient,  as  Examples  to  you  :  You,  if  you 
pleafe ,  may  co/lett  more ,  and  appropriate  them  to  their  Kinds  :  But 
if  it  be  our  duty  to  refpett  the  common  Good ,  I  could  wife  you  would 
communicate  to  me  feme  of  the  more  rare  Manuferipts  or  Imprejji- 
ms  of  the  Adepts,  if  you  have  any  in  your  Studies  or  Libraries 
that  they  may  be  of  fervice  not  only  to  you ,  but  to  all  Mankind \  or 
at  leaf  fgnifie  their  Names  to  me,  that  1  may  either  buy ,  or  by 
entreaty' borrow  them  of  you  or  others  ;  especially  you  being  already 
well  affured ,  that  in  ?  radical  Books  all  Secrets  depend  upon  the 
Spirit  of  Phiiofophical  Wine,  but  that  in  the  Theoretick ,  they  are 
all  moft  obfeure,  being  figurative ,  and  not  in  the  leaf:  to  be  under - 
flood  according  to  the  Letter  ;  which ,  if  you  keep  longer  in  ytur 
libraries,  will  be  dayly  expofed  to  a  thoufand  dangers ,  and  at 
length,  as  nothing  worth ,  being  mouldy  and  rotten,  bee  erne  the  Ali¬ 
ment  of  Time,  the  Confumcr  of  all  t Tings. 

In  the  mean  time,  defpife  not  thefe  Receipts  of  Menftruums  of¬ 
fered  to  you,  but  rather  read  and  perufe  them,  and  every  where  en¬ 
deavour  to  find  out  the  Chymical  Truth,  but  thefe  which  you  do  not 
either  under  ft  and,  or  not  efleem,  cafe  away  as  trivial;  fef  if  one  on¬ 
ly  Kind ,  or  any  one  Receipt*- of  a  Kind  cut  of  four  and  twenty  , 
pleafe  y«u,  it  is  fufficient ;  for  we  will  eafily  prove  that  by  that  one , 
all  the  Secrets  of  the  more  Secret  Chymy  may  be  pie  pat  ed. 

If  alfo you  are  pleafed  to  ebjett  a.gainfe  tie  Authority,  yea  Ho - 
ne fey. and  Sincerity  of  this  or  that  Adept, *  Paracdius'  Lxitiv 
fiSV.  you  may  leave  him,  and  re  jell  his  Receipts,  making .  choice  \f 
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any  other ,  in  whom  you  may  have  greater  confidence,  and  we  will 
prove  all  the  reft  by  his  Receipt :  Learn  therefore  the  ways  of  ma¬ 
king  thefe  Menftruums,  obferve  their  Orders,  Degrees,  Mat¬ 
ters,  Methods  of  Making,  the  Virtues  of  Diffolving,  Tinging, 
Multiplying  tkemfelves ,  &c.  and  you  will  acknowledge  them  to  be 
the  be  ft  Inftruments  of  all  the  more  Secret  Chymy,  as  Keys ,  with¬ 
out  which  nothing,  and  with  which  all  the  Secrets  of  this  Art  are 
opened  and  unlocked . 

To  make  thefe  Things,  which  we  have  declared  in  the  former 
Difceurfe,  of  the  Excellencies  of  the  Menftruums,  more  eafie  to 
you,  1  will  here  contrail  into  a  Breviary,  and  reduce  them  into 
twelve  fubfeguent  and  infallible  Conclufions . 

I. 

That  the  Defcriptions  of  thefe  Menftruums  are  un¬ 
derstood  according  to  the  Sound  of  the  Letter. 

THat  the  Receipts  of  this  Book  contain  nothing  occult,  but  the 
Spirit  0/ Philofophical  Wine  ( the  Ufe  only  of  which  we 
promifed  to  define  )  you  will  eaftly  vouchfafe  us  your  Ajfent.  Nor 
yet  is  it  too  obfcure,  but  that  it  may  be  properly  called  an  un&uous 
Spirit,  proceeding  from  the  White  and  Red  Wine  of  Lully,  the 
Conftitutives  of  the  Menftruum  fcetens  :  The  reft,  which  feem 
more  obfcure ,  are  Terms  of  Art,  for  the  moft  part  explained  in 
the  very  Defcriptions  of  the  Receipts  of  things  made  and  produ¬ 
ced  from  this  Spirit :  But  the  objcurity,  which  a  fhorter  or  longer 
defer iption  of  a  Receipt  caufeth,  is  by  accident,  to  be  eaftly  over¬ 
come  and  removed  by  any  diligent  Difciple  of  this  Art . 

II. 

That  no  one  of  the  aforefaid  Menftruums  is  prepa¬ 
red  without  the  Spirit  of  Philosophical  Wine. 

AMong  all  thefe  Menftruums  of  the  Adepts  imparted  to  you, 
there  is  not  one,  which  has  not  the  Spirit  of  Philofbphical 
Wine  for  its  Bafts.  There  are  indeed  Menftruums,  in  the  Receipts 
of  which,  we  meet  not  with  the  Name  of  this  Spirit,  yet  there  it  is 
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lurking  under  the  name  of  this  or  that  Menflruum*  Other  Re¬ 
ceipts  of  Menftruums  there  are ,  which  do  not  take  the  Spirit  of 
Philosophical  Wine  free,  but  as  it  were  fettered ,  that  is,  any 
Common  Oyl ;  but  when  in  the  making  of  thefe  Menftruums  the 
Spirit  is  unfettered,  as  alfo  acuated ,  fuch  Menftruums  cannot  in 
the  leaft  be  faid  to  be  made  without  it .  There  are  laftly  alfo  Men¬ 
ftruums,  in  the  Receipts  of  which  ,  neither  the  Spirit  of  Philofo- 
phical  Wine,  nor  any  Oyley  Matter  is  exprefly  mentioned  (  but 
thefe  are  more  rare ,  on  purpofe  alledgd  to  flew  us  either  the  Envy 
or  Morofity  of  the  Adepts^  whereas  notwithstanding  it  is  by  the  Vfe 
of  the  Menftruum,  manifefl  that  this  Spirit  is  added  through  ne- 
cejftty ;  for  that  which  is  promifed  ,  could  not  other  wife  be  ef¬ 
fected. 

Finally,  There  are  feme,  which  you  will  affirm  may  be  made  with 
Common  Spirit,  Common  Vinegar,  and  Aqua  fortis,  or  Com¬ 
mon  Sal  Armoniack  without  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine  *• 
Suppofe  it  fo  ;  but  when  you  proceed  to  Practice,  and  try  an  Ex~ 
periment  with  fuch  a  Menftruum,  you  will  foon  find  it  not  only  too 
weak ,  but  alfo  altogether  ineffectual,  and  deflruClive  in  the  more 
Secret  Chymy :  For  it  is  impoffille  to  do  that -with  a  common 
Menftruum,  which  the  Adepts  have  prefer iled  by  a  Philofophical 
Menftruum.  The  Secrets  of  the  more  Secret  Chymy  have  this  , 
Priviledge,  that  they  cannot  be  made  by  any  man  but  him  that : 
is  poffeffed  of  Philofophical  Wine. 

in.; 

That  thefe  Menftruums  are  prepared  from  any  fort 

of  Matter.  . 

i 

We  have  demonflrated  that  the  Menftruums  aforefaid  are  made  ' 
of  divers  Ole  of  ties.  Aridities  and  Acidities  of  the  three  Kingdoms.  . 
Tou  have  obferved  the  fimple  Vegetable  Menftruums  to  be  made 
of  things  neither  Tinging  nor  Acid ;  Compounded  Vegetable 
t  Menftruums  of  things  Tinging,  not  Acid ;  Simple  Mineral  Men-  - 
ftruums  made  of  things  Acid,  and. not  tinging  ;  the  Compounded, 
of  things  both  Acid  and  Tinging.  Wherefore  being  now  better  affu - 
red  of  your  Menftrual  Matter  hitherto  Jo  anxioufly fought  for,  you 
may  take  crude  Mercury,  or  Vitriol ,  Niter ,  common  Salt ,  Salt  of  f 
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Tartar ,  or  V rive,  Rain-Water ,  May- Dew,  the  Spirit  of  the  World 
alfo,  by  whatfoever  Art  obtained,  or  any  other  Matter  alfo  which 
you  have  made  choyce  of  before  the  rejl,  for  the  true  and  univerfal 
Matter  of  a  Menftruum,  in  which  choyce  you  will  not  err  ,*  for  it  is 
much  at  one,  whether  you  make  it  of  Gold  or  Mercury  ;  whether  of 
P earls  or  Arfenick  ;  V *  get  able  or  Mineral  Salt ,  provided  you  pro¬ 
ceed  according  to  this  or  that  Kind  0/Menftruums,  with  confi de¬ 
rat  ion  alfo  of  what  Vfe  you  would  have  the  Menftruum,  left  you 
prepare  an  E fence  inflead  of  a  Magijiery,  or  a  Pcyjon  for  an  Anti¬ 
dote  :  On  the  contrary,  take  pure  Honey  fo  applauded  by  Parifi- 
nus,  or  the  Salt  of  Tartar,  commended  by  Ripley ;  or  common 
Salt ,  efteemed  by  Paracelfus,  as  the  Matrix  of  Metals  ;  or  Vitriol 
abounding  with  the  Tinllure  of  Gold,  extolled  by  Bafilius,  or  Ar¬ 
gent  vive  magnify  d  by  moft  of  the  Adepts,  as  the  open  Metal :  Take, 
1  fay,  which  of  them  you  pleafe ,  but  you  mujl  know  it  cannot  in  the 
leaf  anfwer  your  expectation,  except  it  be  joyned ,  that  is,  cor  relied, 
exalted  and  graduated  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine. 

IV. 

■  •  r  '  ■;  .  '  ■  ,  \  ;•  'v.  .  '  *  '  V 

That  thefe  Menftruums  are  alfo  prepared  by  any 

Method. 

YOV  have  here  had  fever  al  Methods  of  Preparation  ,  which 
if  not  fatisfallory,  you  may  pleafe  to  invent  new  ones.  Herein 
is  contained  nothing  fecret,  if  your  Matter,  and  the  Spirit  of  Phi¬ 
lofophical  Wine  be,  without  any  poffibility  of  being  feparated, 
mixed  together ,  and  dijlilled  either  in  part  or  whole,  through  an 
Alembich:  For  every  Matter,  by  what  method  foever  volatilized 
and  dijlilled  with  the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  is  a  Men¬ 
ftruum. 


That  thefe  Menfiruums  are  fuffieient  alfo  for 

every  Ufe. 

'  '  •  /  . 

YO  V  have  now  in  this  Book  obferved  the  Ufe  of  the  Spirit 
of  Philofophical  Wine,  as  alfo  of  moft  Menftruums  in 
thefe  ways  of  making  Menftruums:  hereafter,  in  the  following 
Books  you  will  perceive  them  to  be  fuffieient  for  every  purpofe .  By 
thefe  means  you  will  make  all  the  Medicines  of  the  Adepts y educe  all 
Metals  into  running  Mercury ,  or  if  you  had  rather  ,  into  the  Philo - 
fophers  Mercury ,  or  fir  ft  Matter  of  Metals .  By  thefe  will  you  make 
as  well  univerfal  as  particular  Tranfmutatives  of  Metals ,  the  left  of 
all  in  refpeil  of  deeper  Tindure ,  fhortnefs  of  Time,  and  concifenejs 
of  Work.  Hereby  laftly,  will  you  prepare  whatfoever  curioftty  has 
been  left  us  by  the  Adepts,  ana  prefer iled  in  their  Books ,  Jo  that 
if  they  have  any  Preparations  without  the  Spirit  of  Philoiophical 
Wine,  you  may  decline  them  without  any  dammage  :  For  thefe 
Menftruums  do  volatilize  all  fixed  Bodies,  and  fix  the  volatile 
and  volatilized,  diffolve the  coagulated ,  and  coagulate  the  diffolved: 
Vnder  which  few  Notions  are  comprehended  all  the  Operations  of 
the  more  Secret  Chymy. 

.■  vi.  '  > 
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That  thefe  Menfiruums  are  many. 

"  ,  -  .X  •  ^  -  /  -*N  '  -  ^ 

'  *  „  V 

YO  V  have  obferved  divers  Kinds  of  Menftruums,  defigned 
for  fever  al  diftinil  TJfes*  Simple  Vegetable  Menftruums 
do  extrail,  rather  than  diffolve  Bodies  ;  the  Compounded  diffolve 
only ,  but  not  extrail  :  That  which  V egetable  Menftruums  do, 
the  Mineral  cannot  and  fo  on  the  contrary  ;  Of  Vegetable  Men¬ 
ftruums  are  made  Medicines  only, not  Pojfcns;  but  ^Mineral  Men¬ 
ftruums  ,  Poyfons  only ,  and  not  Antidotes  withut  the  fingular 
dexterity  of  an  Artift .  An  Vfc  different  and  contrary  to  its  felf 
admits  no  univerfal  Menftruum  ;  The  Spirit  of  Philofophica/ 
Wine  is  indeed  the  univerfal  Matter  of  them  all ,  but  there  is  net 
one  of  all  the  Menftruums  fuffieient  for  every  Vfe ;  wherefore ,  un- 
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lefs  you  voitl  for  the  /ante  reafott  call  every  one  unherfal ,  lecaufe 
they  all  proceed  from  the  Spirit  of  Light,  the  unherfal  Bafts  of  all 
things,  we  cannot  but  deny  an  unherfal  Menftruum. 

VII. 

That  fome  Menftruums  are  corroiivc. 

THat  Mineral  Menftruums  are  corrofive,  and  therefore  difi 
five  Bodies  with  ebullition ,  is  clearly  manifeft  by  the  Re - 
ceipts  after  ef aid .  I  would  not  'have  you ,  being  perhaps  not  fuffici- 
ently  trfrutled  in  the  Sayings  of  the  Adepts,  every  where  decla¬ 
ring  againft  Aqua  fortifies,  and  all  Corroftves ,  either  defpife ,  or 
think  ill  of  them  :  Thefe  are  thefe  Menftruums  by  which  the  an¬ 
cient  Adepts  abbreviated  their  Time  and  Labour  in  preparing 
their  7 injures :  And  Paracelius  juftly  entituled  himfelf  to  the 
Monarchy  of  Arcanums,  he  having  been  the  principal  In  ft  rumen t  in 
compleating  not  only  the  Abbreviations  of  Alchymy ,  but  moreover 
introducing  thefe  Mineral  Menftruums  to  Medicinal  Vfe ,  and 
that  with  jo  much  dexterity ,  that  there  feems  to  be  now  no  hope  left 
to  his  Difciples  of  mending  any  imperfection  of  this  Art ,  as  will  be 
demonfir ated  in  the  following  Books :  Befides ,  thefe  Menftruums 
differ  from  the  Vegetable  Menftruums  no  otherwife ,  than  that 
an  Acidum  is  fuper added  to  them ,  or  to  the  Spirit  of  Philefophi- 
cal  Wine,  corroding  the  Aridum,  and  dividing  it  into  Atoms , 
making  way  for  the  Oleofum,  to  be  fooner  and  better  incorporated 
and  mixed  together ,  which  notwit h jt and ing  do  by  taking  away  the 
Acidum,  return  into  the  fame  Vegetable  Menftruums  they  were 
before . 

-  ^  viir. 

That  thefe  Menftlnmms  are  permanent,  yea  fixed 
with  Things  diiTolved  in  them. 

IT  is  by  the  former  descriptions- of  Menftruums,  manifeft ,  that 
as  well  the  Spirit  ^Philofophicai  Wine,  as  Menftruums  made 
of  it ,  do  flick  to  the  things  dffolved  in  them .  There  is  indeed  no 
better  Argument  to  confirm  the  excellency  of  Menftruums/^  that 
they  are  homogeneous  and  permanent  with  things  dijfolved \  and  con - 
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fequently  Diffolvents  tranfmutable  with  the  diffolved  into  a  third 
fuhftance  different  from  loth :  Thefe  Menftruums  therefore  are  fo 
far  from  Icing  immutable ,  thaty  accOrdingto  the  TLditt  of  the  whole 
Crowd  of  Philofophers,  to  wit9  The  diffolution  of  the  Body  is 
the  coagulation  of  the  Spirit, and  fo  on  the  contrary  ^nothing  in  the 
more  Secret  Chymy,  can  be  more  infallible .  How  this  permanence  of 
Menftruums  you  have  olferved  not  only  in  the  volatilizations  of 
Menftruums, alfo  in  the  fixations  offomejhus  you  had  the fix  at  i- 
on  of  the  Spirit  ^Philofophical  Wine  in  the  greater  Circulatums  of 
the  Ninth,  and  Two  and  Twentieth  Kinds;  but  you  will  find  more 
in  the? reparations  of  Medicines y  as  well  as  TirifluresThey  were  by  an 
Analogy  of  the  Ancients  ill  called  Menftruums,  unlefs  alfo  they 
could  he  transformed  into  the  fulftame  of  an  Embryo,  and  yield 
proper  Nutriment  and  augmentation  to  the  Infant :  The  Spirit  of 
our  Wine  is  indeed  an  abfolute  Oleofum,  that  isy  comluftibley  but 
here  being  throughly  mixed  with  Aridums,  it  becomes  incomlufti- 
bley  and  defpifeth  the  violence  of  Fire :  It  is  alfo  moiJly  and  fo 
uncap  able  of  fixation ;  but  the  moifter  and  thinner  partsy  which  it 
contains ,  are  feparated  in  the  work  of  fixation  from  the  more  Oyley 
Particles  being  now  concentrated .  So  you  olferved ,  that 9  in  the 
Preparations  of  the  Sal  Harmoniacks,  or  Sulphurs  cf  Nature, 
the  Spirit  of  Philofophical  Wine,  as  alfo  the  Vegetable,  as  well 
as  Mineral  Menftruums  are  partly  reduced  into  infipid  Water yand 
partly  flicking  to  the  Matters  left  in  the  bottomy  and  fixed :  But 
better  Examples  you  will  have  both  in  the  Second  and  Third 
Books . 

IX.  ~ 

That  Menfiruums  arc  not  fatiated  with  ditfolving, 
but  become  rather  more  avidous,  and  fo  are 
by  Diffolutions  augmented  as  well  in  quantity 
as  quality.  - 

T, Hough  the  Spirit^  our  Wine  is  the  Bafisy  Rooty  and  Cen¬ 
ter  of  <*// Menftruums,  Medicines,  AlchymicaiTindtures, 
and  Pretious  Stones,  yet  neverthelefs  doth  it  diffolve  fowlyy  yea 
only  fuch  Bodies  as  are  homogeneous  to  ity  that  isy  purely  Oyley ,  as 
it  felf  is  a  pure  Oleofum,  and  affociate  the  fame  tv  it >  tranjmuting 
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into  its  own  Nature,  and  fo  multiplies  its  felf  by  this  means.  Now 
fo  foon  as  this  Spirit  is  t  ran  (mute  a  into  an  Arido-Oleofum,  it  does 
under  the  name  of  a  Simple  Vegetable  Menftruum,  diffolve  Arh 
do-Oleofums  ,  that  is  ,  the  Sulphurs  or  Tinllures  of  the  Mineral 
Kingdom ,  the  pure  Aridum  being  untouctid ,  and  left  in  the  form 
of  a  white  Powder ,  with  which  E( fences  the  jaid  Menftruums  or 
Eliences  may  indeed  melt  together ,  but  not  in  the  leaf  be  fatiated, 
lecaufe  there  is  an  Addition  and  Multiplication  of  like  Parts  :  But 
the  fame  Vegetable  Menftruums  being  now  compounded  of  the 
Simple,  do  no  more  extratt  the  Tin  (lures  and  Effences  of  Minerals , 
but  diffolve  and  tranfmute  the  whole  Mafs  or  Sub  fiance  of  thefe  Bo¬ 
dies  into  an  Oyl  fwimming  above ,  which  is  called  a  Magilfery  : 
Now  this  being  digefled  together  with  its  Menftruum,  at  length 
falls  in,  is  united ,  and  fo  multiplies  the  Compounded  Vegetable 
Menftruum.  For  an- Example  to  young  Beginners ;  The  Spirit  of 
Philofophical  Wine  being  a  Menftruum  of  the  firft  Kihd,  and 
acuated  with  the  Qyl  of  Nutmegs ,  h  hereby  made  a  Menftruum  of 
the  fecond  Kind  ;  or  acuated  with  Honey ,  if  you  would  have  a 
Menftruum  of  the  third  Kind :  diftil  either  of  thofe  Menftruums 
with  Common  Sal  Harmoniack,  and  you  will  have  a_  Menftruum 
of  the  fourth  ;  but  if  you  defire  one  of  the  fifth  Kind,  coholate 
either  of  them  with  the  Salt  of  Tartar,  and  you  will  have  the  Ace- 
tum  acerrimum  of  Ripley ;  or  with  common  Salt ,  and  you  will 
make  the  Sal  circulatum  of  Paracelfus ;  Coholate  Mercury,  or  any 
'other  Mercury,  or  any  ether  Metal  through  an  Alembic k  with  this 
Vinegar  or  Salty  and  you  will  tranfmute  the  Simple  Vegetable 
Menftruums  into  the  Compounded  Vegetable  Menftruums  of 
the  eighth  Kind ;  from  which  you  will  further  prepare  Menftru-  ' 
urns  of  the  tenth  Kind,  by  dijfolving  and  volatilizing  any  other 
Metal  in  them .  The  fame  Rule  you  have  as  to  our  Mineral  Men- 
ftruums:  But  the  Common  Menftruums  cannot  receive  beyond- 
their  Capacity. 
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That  thefe  Menftruums  are  alfo  Secrets  of  the 

Second  Book. 


tOu  have  in  this  Book  obferved  that  among  the  Vegetable 
Menftruums  there  i$  none  hut  what  is  either  an  Eflence, 
or  a  Magiftery,  and  it  will  he  more  copioufy  demonftrated  in  the 
Book  of  the  Preparations  of  Medicines:  Touhave  alfo  taken  no-* 
tice  hy  the  aforejaid  Receipts  If  them >  efpecially  being  compared  with 
the  following  Defcriptions  of  Medicines,  that  Mineral  Menftru¬ 
ums  are  the  fame  Medicines ,  hut  mixed  and  difolved  with  Acids. 
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That  thefe  Menftruums  are  likewif&  Secrets  of  the 

Third  Book. 
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'WT  is  flow  partly  clear  by  the  Receipts  of  them,  but  will  be  more 
£  clear  by  the  Secrets  of  the  third  Book,  that  the  Simple  Men¬ 
ftruums  are  the  Philofophers  Stones  not  yet  fermented ;  but  the 
Compounded  are  Menftruums  mixed  with  the  Mafculine  Seed, 
and  therefore  Volatile  and  Fermented  Stones- 

XII. 

That  thefe  Menftruums  are  in  like  manner  Secrets 

of  the  Fourth  Book. 


THat  thefe  Menftruums  do  give-  Light  by  Night,  and  con¬ 
fidently,  are  perpetual  Lights  ,  yield  aljo  Matters  for 
Pearl s,  Pretious  Stones,  &c.  the  Receipts  themjelves  do  Jhew ; 
which  will  be  confirmed  by  the  Fourth  Book- 

'  :V;  ,  RIPLEY, 


RIPLEY, 

Cap.  1 3.  Bbilorcii. 

Without  thele  Waters  we  do  little 
Good  in  this  Art }  but  he  that  hath 
thefe  W aters,  will  without  all  doubt 
com  pleat  the  Art. 

r  - 


The  End  of  the  Eirft  Book. 
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EPift,  Ded.  pag.  $.  l.$.read  thefe  for  that.  Ep.  to  the  Reader,  p.  io.  J.  io.  r,  have  a  mind 
to.  Preface.  p.$.  /.  20.  fir  Vegetative,  r.  Vegetable,  p. 2.  I.28.  for  Minerals,  r.  Mineral, 
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r.  diffil’d.  p.  78./.  19.  /or  ftored,  r.reftosed.  8i.  /.  1.  omit  the  firfl  four  lines  wholly. 
p.  95./.  1.  fir  the  latter  is,  r.  ity  />.  119.  I.  ult.de/e  to.  p .  127.  /.  1 2.  fir  Metallick  of,  r.  Me¬ 
tals.  p  128.  f.  31.  fir  extraft,  r.extra&ing  p .  1 30.  /.  32.  /or  prefers,  r.  preserves.  />.  138. 
/.  21.  for  wherefore,  r.  whereof.  p>;  14 d. 1.  ult.  r.  for  an  Aurum  potabile ,  he  prepares  a  J/e*. 
firmtt  out  of  Gold  and  Silver  thus.  p.  1  $2.  fir  away ,r.  all  the.p.  177.  /.  pen./or  out,  r.  out 
of.  p.  18 1. 1.2.  for  its,  r.  in.  /.  182.  /.  14.  /or  greens,  r.  greenefs.  p.  1 99.  /.  33.  /or  fire5 
r.  Firr.  p.  215./.  $.  fir  into  it,  r.  it  into.  /.ult.  for  greens,  r.greenneft.  p.  246.  /.  22. /or 
Water,  r.  Matter,  p.  261.  7.3.  4/ier  Wine,  r.  and  Salts,  p.  296.  1. 2].  dele  and  when  the 
DeftilJation  is.  p.  301.  /.  14.fr  mewing,  r.fhining.  />.  306.  /.  2.  4/rer  Menftruums,  r.  made. 
p.f 26.1.2’]. fir  Tho,r.tho.  p.^d.^o.fir  Acids/.  Arids.\f  351. l.^.for  repeating, r. repeated* 
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